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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY & MAST SEND SECOND FIRE SAFETY 

AWARENESS CALENDAR TO MOUNTAIN PROPERTY OWNERS 
 

 2008 calendar provides fire-safety tips and emphasizes the need for 
 thinning live trees and vegetation to prevent catastrophic wildfires 

 
SAN BERNARDINO — For the second year in a row, more than 60,000 property owners in the 
mountains of San Bernardino County are receiving a calendar, courtesy of San Bernardino County and 
the Mountain Area Safety Taskforce (MAST).  
 
The colorful 2008 calendar is decorated with regional postcards from the first half of the 20th century. 
But it’s not just a collection of nostalgic mountain scenes, officials point out. Like its 2007 counterpart, 
the calendar conveys useful information about fire safety and what property owners can do to make 
their homes more fire resistant and defensible by firefighters during a wildfire. 
 
The postcards — drawn from the mountains’ golden age of tourism — also remind people of the 
valuable resources the mountains represent and the thoughtful stewardship required. Each month, the 
postcards will serve as a reminder that we all need to do our part to help keep the mountain forests fire 
safe and prevent catastrophic wildfires. 
 
The calendar is an important component of the County’s two-year program designed to encourage 
property owners in the San Bernardino County mountains to thin the trees and vegetation on their 
property to help make the forest more fire-resistant and restore the health of the forest. The public 
outreach program was launched in November 2006. 
 
Public reception of the 2007 calendar was positive. Internet forums from the mountain communities 
were abuzz with news and residents sang its praises. Quantitative data showed the calendar spurred 
residents to take action. Forest Care, one of the programs featured in the calendar, saw a 207 percent 
spike in calls from individuals seeking advice and making appointments with foresters to make their 
properties fire safe. In the six weeks following the launch of the calendar, Forest Care booked the 
equivalent of 4.6 months of appointments, and the County's Hazardous Tree Removal Program saw a 
65 percent increase in calls following the launch of the calendar. 
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“Based on the success of last year’s calendar, this is a proven way to reach every property owner,” said 
San Bernardino County Fire Chief Pat Dennen. “With its historic images of our beautiful mountains, 
it’s a calendar anyone would be proud to display. And because roughly 60 percent of the property 
owners don’t actually live in the mountains year-round, this is a cost-effective tool for placing critical 
fire-prevention information, advice and regulations at their fingertips.” 
  
Each month features safety tips appropriate for the season, including winter driving tips, tree and brush 
thinning, disaster preparedness, creating defensible space, appropriate landscaping and fire prevention. 
Contact information for local, state and federal fire-protection agencies is also included. 
 
The 2008 calendar reinforces MAST’s message that the emphasis of fire-prevention measures has 
shifted from the removal of dead and dying trees to thinning live trees and vegetation. Green fuel 
removal is necessary to gain an upper hand on the bark beetle infestation and reduce the risk of 
devastating wild fires. 
 
“During this year’s October fires, we witnessed first-hand the value of thinning live vegetation and 
creating defensible space around houses and other structures,” San Bernardino County Fire Marshal 
Peter Brierty said. “In areas where property owners had taken these precautions, we were able to save 
many more homes than in areas where it had not been done. The appropriate thinning of trees and 
brush helps to achieve a healthier, more fire-resistant forest.” 
 
It’s also the law. The state legislature revised Public Resource Code 4291 in 2005, mandating that 
property owners in mountainous areas, forest-covered lands or any land that is covered with flammable 
material, create at minimum a 100-foot defensible space (or to the property line) around their homes 
and other structures. This does not mean the property must be clear-cut to bare soil. It primarily 
involves thinning lives trees and breaking up the continuity of ladder fuels and large areas filled with 
contiguous shrubs that can readily transmit fire. 
 
While maintaining fire safety on private land has always been the responsibility of property owners, 
over the past four years, the County and other members of MAST have worked together to remove 
more than 1.5 million hazardous trees, significantly reducing the fire hazard in the mountains. To 
report a hazardous tree or for more information on the Hazardous Tree Removal Program, call 909-
867-1240. 
 
Property owners can get free advice from a licensed, professional forester in developing a forest 
thinning plan and many are eligible for up to 75 percent reimbursement for implementing their plan 
through the California Department of Forestry’s Forest Care program. For more information, call  
1-888-883-THIN or visit www.sbnfa.org.  
 
For additional information, property owners should contact their local fire protection agency. 
 
ABOUT MOUNTAIN AREA SAFETY TASKFORCE 
MAST is a coalition of local, state and federal government agencies, private companies and volunteer 
organizations in San Bernardino County that are concerned with public safety in the mountain areas of 
their respective jurisdictions. For more information about MAST, visit www.calmast.org. 
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