
 

San Bernardino County Homeless Partnership 
West Valley Regional Steering Committee 

 

Wednesday, November 9, 2022 • 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

 
Join Zoom Video Conference hosted by the City of Rancho Cucamonga: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85194946723?pwd=TUh0cHZGM1JEZ0I3S1l3YXFEUnAvQT09 
Meeting ID: 851 9494 6723- Password: 183200 

Dial in +1 669 900 6833 - One tap mobile +16699006833,,89595982006# US (San Jose) 
 

 
AGENDA  

 

THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY HOMELESS PARTNERSHIP MEETING FACILITY IS ACCESSIBLE TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. IF ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES OR OTHER 
AUXILIARY AIDS OR SERVICES ARE NEEDED IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PUBLIC MEETING, REQUESTS SHOULD BE MADE THROUGH THE OFFICE OF HOMELESS SERVICES 
AT LEAST THREE (3) BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE PARTNERSHIP MEETING. THE OFFICE OF HOMELESS SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBER IS (909) 386-8297 AND THE OFFICE IS 
LOCATED AT 303 E. VANDERBILT WAY SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92415. http://www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp/  
   
AGENDA AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION CAN BE OBTAINED AT 303 E VANDERBILT WAY, SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92415 OR BY EMAIL: 
HOMELESSRFP@HSS.SBCOUNTY.GOV . 
 

 

    

OPENING REMARKS PRESENTER 

A. Call to Order 
B. Welcome and Introductions 

Erika Lewis-Huntley 
Don Smith 

REPORTS & UPDATES  

C. Interagency Council on Homelessness 
D. Homeless Provider Network 
E. Office of Homeless Services 
F. State and Federal Program Updates 
G. Regional City & Service Provider Partners 

 

Erika Lewis-Huntley 
Don Smith 

OHS staff member 
Committee Members 

CONSENT ITEM  

H. Approval of RSC Meeting Minutes – Not available Erika Lewis-Huntley 

PRESENTATIONS / DISCUSSION ITEMS  

I. Preparing for Participation in the SBC&C CoC 2023 Homeless Point-in-
Time Count – Thursday, January 26th, 2023 

J. California Dept. of Health Care Services “Housing and Homelessness 
Incentive Program (HHIP)” 

 

Erika Lewis-Huntley 
 
 

Don Smith 

CLOSING  

K. Public Comment (3 mins) 
L. Adjournment 

Don Smith 
Erika Lewis-Huntley 

Next Regulalry Scheduled Meeting:                         West Valley Regional Steering Committee 
    Wednesday, December 14, 2022, 9:00am – 11:00am 

                Goldy S. Lewis Community Center – Creative Corner Room (tentative, if able) 
           11200 Baseline Rd., Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91701 

Or by Zoom Video Conference 
 

Mission Statement 
The Mission of the San Bernardino County Homeless Partnership is to provide a system of care that is inclusive, well planned, coordinated and evaluated 

and is accessible to all who are homeless and those at-risk of becoming homeless. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85194946723%3Fpwd%3DTUh0cHZGM1JEZ0I3S1l3YXFEUnAvQT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cd63b7d34fd5b4cfe1e8f08d8dda01796%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637503026941014761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pq29SOUStlp0XO3R7b8GIm7KP6v0u%2BaEl5SbXoSQmWc%3D&reserved=0
http://www.sbcounty.gov/sbchp/
mailto:HOMELESSRFP@HSS.SBCOUNTY.GOV
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The Solution to Homelessness is Straightforward: Housing

The Growing Concerns About 
Older Adult Homelessness

West Valley Regional Steering Committee Meeting
October 12, 2022, 9:00am

CoC Quick Updates
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West Valley RSC Meeting, 10/12/22 – Quick Updates

• ICH Updates – At the ICH Meeting on September 28th the governing board

• Elected Pastor Jessica Alexander, Operation Grace and Central Valley HPN Representative as ICH Chair and Martha
Zepeda, County Deputy Executive Officer, as ICH Vice-Chair

• Received an introduction of proposed updates to the policies and procedures for the Coordinated Entry System

• Authorized the Vice-Chair to sign a letter of commitment to the Housing Authority in support of their request to apply
for an allocation under the HUD Stability Voucher Program

• Approved a letter of support for the Inland Empire Health Plan (IEHP) Investment Plan template for the Housing and
Homelessness Incentive Program

• Adopted the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) Policies and Procedures for the CoC.

• Approved January 26, 2023, as the date to conduct the 2023 Point-in-Time Count.

• Received an update on the HMIS transition to BitFocus Clarity Human Services

• At a Special ICH Meeting on October 5th

• Approved December 7th for the SBCHP 2022 Homeless Summit

• Approved recommendations from the Grant Review Committee for the CoC Supplemental NOFO Application in the
amount of $9,328,419

• The next ICH Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 26th at 9:00am

• SBCHP Homeless Provider Network – All stakeholder partners are encouraged to register for CoC membership through
Homeless Provider Network registration, OHS-HPN-Fillable-Registration-Form.pdf (sbcounty.gov)
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Statewide – 372,988 applications, 355,892 households have been served, $4,378,020,405 has been paid out, avg. $12,392 per household.
SB County-19,668 applications, 18,894 households served, $199,222,798 paid out, avg. $10,531 per household.
Chino-764 apps, 743 households served, $9.2 million paid, avg. $12,457; Chino Hills-416 apps, 392 households served, $5.6 million paid, avg. $14,527;
Montclair-334 apps, 308 households served, $3.7 million paid, avg. $12,365; Ontario-2,087 apps, 1,990 households served, $22.6 million paid, avg. $11,396;
Rancho Cucamonga-1,912 apps, 1,830 households served, $21.8 million paid, avg. $11,967; Upland-938 apps, 903 hsehlds served, $9.2 million paid, avg. $10,255
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Dear Emergency Housing Voucher Program Partners,
Below is a status update concerning the Emergency Housing Voucher (EHV) program referrals and attached is a breakdown of voucher holder zip codes before 
admission. Please continue to send referrals to the EHV program. Make sure the documentation is current and complete so that assistance can be provided 
timely.
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Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA)

Provides a permanent source of funding ($75 state recording fee on real estate documents) available to all local
governments in California to help cities and counties implement plans to increase the affordable housing stock.
Funding will help cities and counties:

• Increase the supply of housing for households at or below 60% of area median income
• Increase assistance to affordable owner-occupied workforce housing
• Assist persons experiencing or at risk of homelessness
• Facilitate housing affordability, particularly for lower- and moderate-income households
• Promote projects and programs to meet the local government’s unmet share of regional housing needs

allocation
• Ensure geographic equity in the distribution of the funds

Direct PLHA formula allocations are available annually to 11 entitlement cities and SB County on behalf of the
rest of the cities and unincorporated areas in the county. The projected 5-year combined allocation of PLHA
funding within San Bernardino County is estimated to be $60,946,990.

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) released the Permanent Local Housing
Allocation Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) awarding approximately $466 million in funds from calendar
years 2019-2021 to local governments in California. The grant will fund housing-related projects and programs
that assist in addressing the unmet housing needs of their local communities. Application are due October 31,
2022.
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Permanent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA) - Eligible activities for the formula allocations are:
1. The predevelopment, development, acquisition, rehabilitation, and preservation of multifamily, residential live-

work, rental housing that is affordable to extremely low-, very low-, low-, or moderate-income households,
including necessary operating subsidies.

2. The predevelopment, development, acquisition, rehabilitation, and preservation of Affordable rental and ownership
housing, including Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), that meets the needs of a growing workforce earning up to
120-percent of AMI, or 150-percent of AMI in high-cost areas. ADUs shall be available for occupancy for a term of no
less than 30 days.

3. Matching portions of funds placed into Local or Regional Housing Trust Funds.
4. Matching portions of funds available through the Low- and Moderate-Income Housing Asset Fund pursuant to

subdivision (d) of HSC Section 34176.
5. Capitalized Reserves for Services connected to the preservation and creation of new permanent supportive housing.
6. Assisting persons who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness, including, but not limited to, providing rapid

rehousing, rental assistance, supportive/case management services that allow people to obtain and retain housing,
operating and capital costs for navigation centers and emergency shelters, and the new construction, rehabilitation,
and preservation of permanent and transitional housing.

7. Accessibility modifications in lower-income owner-occupied housing.
8. Efforts to acquire and rehabilitate foreclosed or vacant homes and apartments.
9. Homeownership opportunities, including, but not limited to, down payment assistance.
10. Fiscal incentives made by a county to a city within the county to incentivize approval of one or more affordable

housing projects, or matching funds invested by a county in an affordable housing development project in a city
within the county, provided that the city has made an equal or greater investment in the project.
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CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET — 2022-23     Housing and Homelessness (ca.gov)

HOMELESSNESS
The Budget builds on the previous year’s historic commitment of funds for addressing homelessness by providing an additional $3.4 billion
over three years to continue the state’s comprehensive approach toward services and supports for individuals who are experiencing
homelessness, or who are at risk of experiencing homelessness. The Budget homelessness package totals $10.2 billion over two years.

SIGNIFICANT ADJUSTMENTS INCLUDE:

Encampment Resolution Grants—$300 million General Fund for 2022-23, and $400 million General Fund for 2023-24, to expand the
Encampment Resolution Grants program. Of the 2022-23 funds, $150 million is prioritized for assisting persons living in encampments located
on a state right-of-way.

Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention Program (HHAP)—$1 billion General Fund for HHAP, and $1 billion General Fund for 2023-24
for the program. HHAP is a source of funds for cities, counties, and continuums of care to create comprehensive plans to address their
homelessness challenges in ways that best meet local needs.

Homekey 2.0—$150 million General Fund in 2021-22 to augment the $1.5 billion provided for Homekey 2.0 and $1.3 billion for 2022-23.
Awards from Homekey 2.0 continue to be announced, and cumulatively have helped to facilitate more than 10,000 new units of housing for
Californians experiencing homelessness.

Behavioral Health—$1.5 billion General Fund over two years for the Behavioral Health Bridge Housing Program to expand access to housing
for individuals with complex behavioral health needs. The Budget also continues to invest in community restoration placements and services
for individuals deemed incompetent to stand trial. See the Health and Human Services Chapter for more details.

Transitional Housing and Housing Navigators—$34 million ongoing General Fund for HCD’s Transitional Housing Program ($25.3 million) and
Housing Navigators Program ($8.7 million) to provide transitional housing and services to youth who were formerly in the foster system or on
probation.

014

CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET — 2022-23      Housing and Homelessness (ca.gov)

HOUSING 
In recent years, the state has invested billions in incentives for housing production, including $10.3 billion in the 2021 Budget Act. The Budget
invests an additional $2.9 billion for affordable housing production and homeownership opportunities, for a total housing package of $11.2
billion over multiple years.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRODUCTION 

The Budget includes over $2 billion General Fund over the next two years for affordable housing production in the following programs:

• Adaptive Reuse-$450 million one-time General Fund ($200 million in 2022-23 and$250 million in 2023-24} to convert existing commercial
or office space to affordable housing. $50 million of this investment is for the Los Angeles County and University of Southern California
General Hospital adaptive reuse project.

• Infill Infrastructure Grant Program-$425 million one-time General Fund ($200 million in 2022-23 and $225 million in 2023-24} to fund
necessary infrastructure for affordable housing in downtown-oriented areas.

• Multifamily Housing Program-$325 million one-time General Fund ($100 million in 2022-23 and $225 million in 2023-24} to augment the
Multifamily Housing Program, which is expected to exhaust the remainder of the $1 .5 billion provided to the program in the Veterans and
Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2018 in 2022-23.

• California Housing Accelerator Program-$250 million one-time General Fund toward the California Housing Accelerator program for
affordable housing projects awaiting awards from the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee or the California Debt Limit Allocation
Committee.

• Portfolio Reinvestment Program-$150 million one-time General Fund ($50 million in 2022-23 and $100 million in 2023-24) for the
Portfolio Reinvestment Program to further preserve targeted units in downtown-oriented areas and continue increasing the state's
affordable housing stock.
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CALIFORNIA STATE BUDGET — 2022-23    Housing and Homelessness (ca.gov)

HOUSING 
In recent years, the state has invested billions in incentives for housing production, including $10.3 billion in the 2021 Budget Act. The Budget
invests an additional $2.9 billion for affordable housing production and homeownership opportunities, for a total housing package of $11.2
billion over multiple years.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRODUCTION (cont.)

The Budget includes over $2 billion General Fund over the next two years for affordable housing production in the following programs:

• State Excess Sites Developments-$100 million one-time General Fund ($25 million in 2022-23 and $75 million in 2023-24) to expand
affordable housing development and adaptive reuse opportunities on state excess land sites. This will leverage state land as an asset to
expedite housing opportunities by offering low-cost, long-term ground leases in exchange for affordable and mixed-income housing.

• Manufactured Housing Opportunity and Revitalization Program-$100 million one-time General Fund ($25 million in 2022-23 and $75
million in 2023-24) for the Department of Housing and Community Development's (HCD) Manufactured Housing Opportunity and
Revitalization Program (formerly the Mobilehome Park Rehabilitation and Resident Ownership Program). These funds will finance the
preservation and development of affordable mobilehome parks.

• Veterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Program-$100 million one-time General Fund ($50 million in 2022-23 and $50 million in
2023-24) to augment the Veterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Program, which is expected to exhaust the$600 million provided to
the program in the Veterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Bond Act of 2014 in 2022-23.

• Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant Program-$50 million one-time General Fund to augment the Joe Serna Jr. Farmworker Housing
Grant Program to fund new construction, rehabilitation, and acquisition of owner-occupied and rental units for agricultural workers, with
a priority for lower income households.

• Accessory Dwelling Unit Financing-$50 million one-time General Fund for the California Housing Finance Agency to provide grants to
reimburse pre-development and non-reoccurring closing costs associated with the construction of an Accessory Dwelling Unit.

In the recently released 2022 publication of “The Gap: A Shortage of Affordable Homes”, the National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC)
identified the Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) as tied for 2nd among the 50 largest metropolitan areas with
the most severe shortage of rental homes affordable to extremely low-income households. The GAP | National Low Income Housing Coalition
(nlihc.org)

The Riverside-San Bernardino MSA has only 18 affordable and available rental homes for every 100 renter households with incomes below 30%
AMI and only 32 for every 100 renter households with incomes between 31-50% AMI.

In addition, 80% of extremely low-income renter households and 47% of very low-income renter households are identified as severely housing
cost-burdened within the MSA, while HUD-assisted housing represents only 6% of the rental housing stock.

“The Gap: A Shortage of Affordable Homes” April 2022
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San Bernardino County 2021: Affordable Housing Needs Report
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Out of Reach 2022: The High Cost of Housing

Out of Reach 2022: The High Cost of Housing
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Out of Reach 2022: The High Cost of Housing

Out of Reach 2022: The High Cost of Housing
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In addition, below is some of additional information and weblinks shared during the RSC Meeting –  
 

 California Interagency Council on Homelessness website - California Interagency Council on 
Homelessness (Cal ICH) 
 

 A Home for Every Californian - For more information and to access the interactive, digital Statewide 
Housing Plan, please visit: Statewide Housing Plan: A Home for Every Californian 
 

 California State Budget 2022-23 – Housing and Homelessness funding - Housing and Homelessness 
(ca.gov)  
 

 CA HCD 2022 Notice of Funding Availability Calendar - The Department of Housing and Community 
Development has released it’s 2022 Notice of Funding Availability calendar.  

 
 San Bernardino County Homeless Partnership website - San Bernardino County Homeless Partnership 

(sbcounty.gov). For more information contact the Office of Homeless Services (OHS) at 909-501-0610 
 
 CoC Membership – All interested stakeholders are encouraged to join the San Bernardino County 

Homeless Partnership and register as a CoC member organization through the SBCHP Homeless Provider 
Network (HPN). Registration Form available at the following link - 4.16.2021-OHS-HPN-Fillable-
Registration-Form.pdf (sbcounty.gov) 

 
Upcoming SBCHP meetings –  
 4th Quarterly Meeting – Homeless Provider Network – Tuesday, October 18th, 1:00-3:00am 
 Regular Meeting – Interagency Council on Homelessness – Wednesday, October 26th, 9:00-11:00am 
 Regular Meeting – West Valley Regional Steering Committee –Wednesday, November 9th, 9:00-11:00pm

 
Thank you for your partnership! 
Don Smith, Co-Chair 
West Valley Regional Steering Committee 
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The Solution to Homelessness is Straightforward: Housing

The Growing Concerns About 
Older Adult Homelessness

West Valley Regional Steering Committee Meeting
October 12, 2022, 9:00am

Latest AHAR Confirms Growing Concerns About Older Adult Homelessness 

People using emergency shelters, transitional housing, or safe havens are more likely to be under the age of 50, 
but the share of those 50 and older has been growing. According to Part 2 of the previous AHAR (published in 
2017), homelessness among adults over 50 years of age rose from nearly 23 percent of the total sheltered 
homeless population in 2007 to over 33 percent 10 years later. In terms of sheer numbers, this was nearly 30,000 
more sheltered people over the 10-year period for just those 62 and older. 

The latest AHAR Part 2, which was released this month and shows sheltered homelessness data in 2019 and 
2020, reports that this trend continued during the early part of the pandemic. In 2020, the share of people 
experiencing sheltered homelessness who were 55 and older was 18 percent, up from 16.5 percent in 2019. 
Older adults were still generally considered to be underrepresented among overall people experiencing sheltered 
homelessness in 2020 since those aged 55 and older comprised a greater share of the U.S. population. 

Importantly, while most homeless older adults were in the 55 to 64 age range, increases in older adult 
homelessness were driven mostly by the rising share of elderly adults—those 65 and older. This group 
represents one of the most vulnerable and least resourced age groups. Increases in older adult homelessness 
were most pronounced amongst people experiencing chronic homelessness, veterans, and people living in 
permanent supportive housing (PSH). These numbers will be important to monitor, especially when considering if 
homeless service programs are adequately equipped to serve older adults in these groups and what further 
resources can be allocated. 
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Latest AHAR Confirms Growing Concerns About Older Adult Homelessness 

Chronic Homelessness 
In 2020, older adults were especially overrepresented among those experiencing chronic homelessness (people 
with a disability who have experienced persistent homelessness for a year or more, or briefer periods of 
homelessness that lasted a year or more in total). One in three people experiencing chronic homelessness was 55 
and older, virtually unchanged from the year before. This compared to that same age group comprising 27 percent 
of the adult sheltered population. People experiencing chronic homelessness are among the most vulnerable 
unhoused residents; when combined with an aging population, providers may need more resources to serve this 
subset. 

Veterans 
Over half of sheltered veterans in 2020 were 55 or older. This represents a slight increase from 2019 that was 
largely due to the rise in the share of homeless veterans 65 and older. Older veterans experiencing homelessness 
made up less than four percent of overall people experiencing sheltered homelessness. Because they are such a 
small group, housing them would require limited resources. 

Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) 
The pandemic triggered emergency closures and reduced the number of available beds in congregate shelters. 
This caused delays in PSH placements and limited the number of vouchers, staff, and resources that were able to 
be distributed to meet the full needs of homeless residents. 
In this period, more than a third of people living in PSH in 2020 were 55 years of age or older. However, across all 
age groups, those 65 and older were the only people who experienced more than a one-percentage point increase 
from 2019, suggesting that this group may have been prioritized for PSH during the public health crisis. 

Latest AHAR Confirms Growing Concerns About Older Adult Homelessness 

Implications 
The latest AHAR Part 2 Report highlights specific issues tied to older adults, particularly those 65 and older. 
Their shares of the chronic homelessness and veteran homelessness populations are growing. Older adults 
are taking up an increasing percentage of beds in PSH (a trend that was furthered during a time when the 
number of beds decreased to stop the spread of the coronavirus). However, greater policy attention must be 
paid to whether these programs appropriately serve the population and have enough resources to 
comprehensively address their needs. 

Since the experience of homelessness is not the same across races, ethnicities, genders, and ages, there is 
also a need for more intersectional reporting by HUD in order to shed light on any existing disparities. Are 
older adults who are also Black, indigenous, or other people of color experiencing greater challenges or 
receiving a disproportionate share of system resources? Expanded data collection and analysis on these 
characteristics would help policymakers and providers identify and overcome systemic obstacles to housing 
those most in need. 
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The U.S. is facing a graying of the homeless. By 2050, 
there are expected to be 95,000 elders living without 

stable housing – which is more than double the current 
population for this age group.

Source: National Health Care for the Homeless Council

Homeless seniors face higher rates of mortality. Adults 50 
and older who are homeless have mortality rates four 
times higher than the general population – and studies 
show that end-of-life planning is not a priority for this 

group.
Source: National Health Care for the Homeless Council
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The homeless age prematurely. Prolonged exposure to stress often 
leads to “weathering.” This causes people without stable housing to 
age 10 to 20 years beyond their chronological age.
Source: National Health Care for the Homeless Council

Older homeless patients visit the emergency room more often. 
According to one study, visits to the emergency room by older patients 

without stable housing accounted for over 30 percent of the visits 
made by all homeless adults.

Source: National Health Care for the Homeless Council
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Homelessness among older adults is increasing; among single homeless adults, approximately half 
are ages 50 and older. Of these, almost half first became homeless after age 50. Adults ages 50 and 
older who are homeless are experiencing health conditions—including cognitive and functional 
impairment—20 years earlier than their housed counterparts. They often use costly acute healthcare 
services and die prematurely. Ending homelessness among older adults will require increasing the 
supply of affordable housing, targeted prevention efforts, and expanding permanent supportive 
housing, adapted to older adult needs.

Homelessness has devastating effects on people’s health and spirits, whether they live in a tent, a 
vehicle, or a homeless shelter. While there has been ample media attention on homelessness, 
recently, less attention has been paid to the news that the homeless population is aging. In the early 
1990s, 11 percent of homeless single adults were ages 50 or older. By 2003, 37 percent were. Now, 
approximately half are. People ages 65 and older are the fastest growing age group of people who are 
homeless; by 2030 their numbers will triple (Culhane et al., 2019). While homelessness is devastating 
for all, older adults face additional risks and harms from the experience.

The fundamental cause of homelessness is poverty, the lack of affordable housing, and the ongoing 
effects of structural racism. According to the Harvard Joint Center on Housing, people older than age 50 
have the highest risk of paying more than 30 percent of their income on rent or mortgage ( Joint Center for 
Housing Studies of Harvard University [ JCHS], 2018). One half of renters ages 50 and older in the United 
States pay more than 30 percent of their household income on rent. Paying this much for housing means 
cutting back on other expenses, including healthcare, transportation, and healthful food.

Low-income people who spend more than 30 percent of their income on rent are unable to save money, 
leaving them vulnerable to losing their housing when they face setbacks, such as a job loss, sickness, or 
death of a spouse or partner.

At its heart, the homelessness crisis is due to lack of affordable housing for the lowest income Americans. 
Existing housing stock with lower rents has declined across the country, and few newly constructed 
properties rent at levels affordable to lower-income individuals ( JCHS, 2019). People who are extremely 
low income (ELI), i.e., they make less than 30 percent of the Area Median Income, are at the highest risk of 
homelessness. Nationally, there are only thirty-five units of housing that are available and affordable for 
every 100 ELI households (Aurand et al., 2019). Without fixing the dramatic lack of housing for low-income 
adults, we will not be able to end the homelessness crisis.
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Out of Reach 2022: The High Cost of Housing
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In the recently released 2022 publication of “The Gap: A Shortage of Affordable Homes”, the National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC)
identified the Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) as tied for 2nd among the 50 largest metropolitan areas with
the most severe shortage of rental homes affordable to extremely low-income households. The GAP | National Low Income Housing Coalition
(nlihc.org)

The Riverside-San Bernardino MSA has only 18 affordable and available rental homes for every 100 renter households with incomes below 30%
AMI and only 32 for every 100 renter households with incomes between 31-50% AMI.

In addition, 80% of extremely low-income renter households and 47% of very low-income renter households are identified as severely housing
cost-burdened within the MSA, while HUD-assisted housing represents only 6% of the rental housing stock.

“The Gap: A Shortage of Affordable Homes” April 2022
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SERVING SENIORS’ SENIOR HOMELESSNESS & HOUSING INITIATIVE

The Current Status of Older Adult Homelessness

San Diego is now the ninth most expensive city in the U.S. (2019). The Elder Index, developed by UCLA’s Center for Health Policy Research, reports 41% of San 
Diego’s seniors do not have enough income to pay for basic housing, food, healthcare, and transportation. Meanwhile, government housing programs are 
experiencing extreme waiting lists and intake tools fail to prioritize older adults. These factors, combined with San Diego’s housing crisis, are intensifying senior 
homelessness, as evidenced by San Diego’s most recent Point in Time Count. 

In 2020, 27% of San Diego’s unsheltered residents were 55 years and older, equating to more than 2,000 seniors living on our streets. Within this group of older 
adults:

 88% of seniors became homeless in San Diego

 43% are experiencing homelessness for the first time

 54% are sleeping on the street or sidewalk

 50% are managing a chronic condition

A Continuum of Solutions

This is why Serving Seniors is helping San Diego join other thought leaders in our local community and neighboring Los Angeles and San Francisco Counties 
by launching our Senior Homelessness & Housing Initiative - a progressive effort to reduce senior homelessness in San Diego. Designed with immediate and 
long-term impact in mind, the initiative began with a comprehensive, senior homelessness needs assessment resulting in an actionable plan that promotes:

 More opportunities for preventing senior homelessness--including shallow subsidy programs and more affordable housing options, and

 The development of a senior-only homeless shelter and/or interject more appropriate accommodations for older adults living in shelters.
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Adults & Unaccompanied Children Under Age 18 # %

Under Age 18 16 0.7

Age 18 – 24 94 3.9

Age 25 – 39 836 35.0

Age 40 – 49 577 24.2

Age 50 – 54 289 12.1

Age 55 – 61 364 15.2

Age 62+ 213 8.9

Total: 2,389 100

Breakdown by Age for Adults & Unaccompanied Children 
under Age 18 (n=2,389)

5,392 adults, 1,258 over 55; 23%

25

26



10/15/2022

14

CA Department of Social Services - Home Safe Program

The Home Safe Program, was established by Assembly Bill (AB) 1811 (Chapter 35, Statutes of 2018) to support the safety 
and housing stability of individuals involved in Adult Protective Services (APS) by providing housing-related assistance using 
evidence-based practices for homeless assistance and prevention.

The 2018-19 California Budget Act included a state appropriation of $15 million General Fund (one-time) for Home Safe, 
available over a three-year period beginning July 2018 through June 2021.

Home Safe offers a range of strategies to prevent homelessness and support ongoing housing stability for APS clients, 
including housing-related intensive case management, short-term housing related financial assistance, deep cleaning to 
maintain safe housing, eviction prevention, landlord mediation, and more.

Twenty-five (25) grantees are participating in the Home Safe Program and each program is tailored to meet the needs of the 
local community.

For more information about the program, see the Home Safe Fact Sheet.

Eligibility/For Whom
Adult Protective Services (APS) clients who are experiencing homelessness or at imminent risk of homelessness as a result 
of elder or dependent abuse, neglect, self-neglect, or financial exploitation, as determined by the adult protective services 
agency.
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