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 'We lost Greenville': Dixie Fire wipes out much of Northern California community 
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Firefighters Stop Little Mountain Fire 
Staff Writer, Mountain News  
Posted: August 4, 2021 
 

 
 
 
San Bernardino County Firefighters were dispatched to a reported vegetation fire in the area of Little 
Mountain Drive and Kendall Drive on Thursday morning, July 29. Multiple 911 callers stated a field on fire 
adjacent to Little Mountain. 
 
Arriving firefighters found one acre burning in light fuels burning at a slow to moderate rate of spread with a 
potential of 20 acres. Crews initiated perimeter control efforts, advancing hose lines and building containment 
line to contain the fire. The fire quickly spread to the adjacent hillside and burned quickly up Little Mountain. 
To help with the fire, additional resources including a San Bernardino County Sheriff Helicopter were 
requested to provide additional personnel and equipment to the scene.  
 
Despite extremely dry conditions and steep terrain, firefighters were able to stop the forward rate of spread in 
30 minutes. A County Fire Dozer and Hand Crew were vital in containing the fire quickly by building 
containment line around the fires’ edge. The fire was held to just 9 acres, with no structures or infrastructure 
damaged by the fire. Firefighters remained on scene for multiple hours working on mop-up and line 
construction. The fire is under investigation by #SBCoFD Investigators. 
 
San Bernardino County Fire responded with six Engines, a Water Tender, Hand Crew, Bulldozer, two Fire 
Investigators, a Fire Prevention Officer and two Battalion Chiefs. Loma Linda assisted with a Brush Engine. 
San Manuel Fire assisted with a Brush Engine and Water Tender. More than 50 personnel responded to the 
fire. 
 
https://mountain-news.com/news/40672/firefighters-stop-little-mountain-fire/ 
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'We lost Greenville': Dixie Fire wipes out much of Northern California community 
Jason Hanna and Joe Sutton, CNN 
Posted: August 5, 2021 
 

 
 
(CNN) - The Golden State's largest active wildfire has wiped out much of the Greenville community in 
Northern California, sweeping through Wednesday at alarming speed and endangering anyone who did not 
heed evacuation orders, officials said. 
 
Fierce winds pushed the Dixie Fire well east of its previous footprint, and flames quickly overtook businesses 
and homes in Greenville, a Plumas County community of about 1,000 people roughly 150 miles north of the 
state capital, Sacramento. 
 
Flames raced into the community from a wooded mountainside, Greenville resident Teresa Clark told 
Sacramento TV station KXTV. 
 
"Within two hours, our town was gone," Clark, who left before the fire swept through, told KXTV on 
Wednesday. "We were sitting outside town about a mile away, and you could hear propane tanks just 
exploding." 
 
Responders on Wednesday evening were still working to get everyone out. Exactly how many wasn't clear. 
 
"Right now, there are still a lot of people unfortunately in Greenville that did not evacuate. And so, we are 
having to deal with that ... and get all those folks out," said Jake Cagle, the operations sections chief for 
California's fire incident management team. 
 
The climate crisis is making more destructive wildfires increasingly common. The Dixie Fire is one of 12 
large active fires in California that have seared more than 475,000 acres so far, according to the National 
Interagency Fire Center. 
 
Much of Greenville was in charred ruins Wednesday -- burned and fallen to the ground as thick smoke largely 
made for a dark, gray atmosphere -- daytime video showed. 
 
In the community's commercial center at Main Street and State Route 89, nearly every business appeared to 
have collapsed or been gutted, with flames still flickering in the debris up and down the sides of both streets, 
video recorded by Brandon Clement showed. 
 
Elsewhere, flames were consuming frames of buildings that had yet to entirely collapse as thick smoke blotted 
out. 
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Other footage from nighttime showed fires raging through wooded terrain, consuming tall trees and lighting 
the sky with enormous flames. In one spot, furious flames of yellow, orange and red consumed an SUV -- its 
outline barely visible -- as trees and a building also burned around it. 
 
"Early indications are there has been significant damage," Brian Ferguson, spokesman for the governor's 
Office of Emergency Services, told CNN in a phone interview. 
 
In an emotional video posted Wednesday on Facebook, US Rep. Doug LaMalfa, who represents the area 
where the Dixie Fire is burning, said more needs to be done and more attention needs to be paid to what fires 
have done to communities -- not just this year but also in previous ones. 
 
"We lost Greenville tonight. And there's just not words for how us in government haven't been able to get the 
job done," LaMalfa said. "We will take up the fight even harder. And more so, we got to win this; we got to 
stop this. We got to get DC to pay attention, we got to get Sacramento to pay attention." 
 
Residents of the town were warned to evacuate. 
 
"If you are still in the Greenville area, you are in imminent danger and you MUST leave now!! ... If you 
remain, emergency responders may not be able to assist you," the Plumas County Sheriff's Office said in a 
message. 
 
The Dixie Fire has burned more than 278,200 acres in Butte and Plumas counties since it began in mid-July, 
according to the California fire protection department, or Cal Fire. 
 
It was 35% contained as of Wednesday night, Cal Fire said. 
 
The fire was being pushed by gusty winds in dry conditions Wednesday, according to Cal Fire. 
 
A red flag warning -- which cautions that temperature, humidity and wind conditions combine for high fire 
danger -- was in effect for the area Wednesday and will be for parts of Thursday, according to InciWeb, a US 
government clearinghouse for fire information. 
 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/05/weather/greenville-california-dixie-fire/index.html 
 
 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/05/weather/greenville-california-dixie-fire/index.html
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