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➢ How firefighters and others are mourning the Riverside County helicopter crash 
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How firefighters and others are mourning the Riverside County helicopter 

crash victims 
By Jonathan Lloyd, NBC Los Angeles 
August 7, 2023 

 
CalFire officially released the photos of Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez (left) and Assistant Chief Josh Bischof (right). 

 

Two firefighters and a helicopter pilot are being remembered for their courage following a deadly mid-air 

collision with another firefighting aircraft as they responded to a Southern California brush fire. 

President Biden on Tuesday praised the firefighters on the front lines of wildfires in a statement expressing 

condolences to the crew members' families. CAL FIRE Riverside County Chief Bill Weiser remembered the 

victims as "colleagues, mentors, and friends." 

 

Their comments are among many in tribute to 46-year-old CAL FIRE Assistant Chief Josh Bischof, 44-year-

old CAL FIRE Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez, and 55-year-old pilot Tony Sousa. The three men were in a Bell 

407 helicopter operating as a brush fire spotter aircraft when it collided with a water-dropping Sikorsky 

Skycrane Sunday in Cabazon, authorities said. 

Flags at the Capitol in Sacramento were lowered to half-staff in their honor. 

 

Here's how the victims are being honored and remembered. Funeral arrangements were pending. 

President Joe Biden 

"Jill and I send our deepest condolences to the families of the helicopter pilot, and the brave California 

firefighters, who tragically lost their lives Sunday. Every day, firefighters run toward danger, while everyone 

else runs the other way, because being a firefighter is not what they do — it’s who they are. This tragedy is 

yet another example, of their incredible bravery. 

"As wildfires have intensified in recent years, more and more firefighters have put themselves in harm’s way 

to defend our families and communities from out-of-control fires. That’s why my administration has invested 

historic funding to address the underlying causes of wildfires — like record droughts caused by climate 

change. We owe it to our firefighters and their families to do everything we can to prevent these dangerous 
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fires in the first place. Three families of three brave Americans have an empty seat around the dinner table 

tonight, and our hearts go out to them." 

Gov. Gavin Newsom 

"On behalf of all Californians, our thoughts and heartfelt sympathies are with the loved ones, friends and CAL 

FIRE colleagues mourning the loss of Assistant Chief Bischof, Fire Captain Rodriguez, and Pilot Sousa. This 

terrible tragedy is a reminder of the dangers our courageous firefighters face daily while working to keep our 

communities safe. We owe them our deepest respect and gratitude and will always honor their bravery and 

sacrifices." 

CAL FIRE/Riverside County Fire Chief Bill Weiser 

"Our hearts are broken at the loss of our colleagues, mentors, and friends. Josh and Tim were exceptional 

firefighters 

and people. We grieve with their families and loved ones, and our prayers are with them." 

CAL FIRE 

"It is with great sadness that #CALFIRE shares the tragic loss of our employees who perished in a midair 

collision yesterday evening while fighting the Broadway fire in Riverside County. Our condolences go out to 

the family and friends of Assistant Chief Josh Bischof, Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez, and Exclusive Use 

Helicopter Pilot Tony Sousa." 

 

San Bernardino County Fire Department 

"We extend our deepest condolences to the family, friends, and coworkers of @CALFIRERRU firefighters 

and the CWN pilot who made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty yesterday. Our hearts go out to all who 

knew and loved them." 

San Bernardino Police Department 

"The San Bernardino Police Department would like to send our condolences to CAL FIRE after hearing about 

the tragic accident in Riverside County. We are thankful for the firefighters who continue to risk their lives to 

protect our community." 

LA County Fire Department 

"The #LACoFD sends our heartfelt condolences to our @CAL_FIRE fire family along with the Bischof, 

Rodriguez, and Sousa families. You are in our thoughts and prayers. RIP brave heroes." 

 

Ventura County Fire Department 

The VCFD sends our condolences to our partners at @CALFIRE as they mourn the loss of Assistant Chief 

Josh Bischof, Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez, and Exclusive use Helicopter Pilot Tony Sousa. All were killed in 

the line of duty in a helicopter crash yesterday while fighting the Broadway Fire in Riverside County. Our 
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thoughts and prayers go out to families and colleagues. Flags at our fire stations and headquarters will be 

flown at half-staff for 24 hours as a sign of solidarity and respect." 

CAL FIRE CZU 

"We are devastated at the loss of three brave souls involved in a midair collision. CAL FIRE Assistant Chief 

Josh Bischof & Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez perished along with an Exclusive Use helicopter pilot. Our love 

& support flows to families of these incredible individuals." 

City of Menifee 

"Assistant Chief Bischof was a Menifee resident & served as our City’s Battalion Chief for 3.5 yrs. He was an 

extraordinary public servant who left a positive impact in our community & will be deeply missed. Please 

keep these men, their families, & CalFire in your hearts & prayers" 

Orange County Fire Authority 

"Our hearts are with our CAL FIRE family and all the loved ones, friends, and colleagues impacted by this 

tragic loss." 

 

Riverside County Sheriff 

"RSO sends our thoughts and prayers to our brothers and sisters." 

Murrieta Fire Department 

"Sending our deepest condolences to @CALFIRERRU and the family and friends as they mourn the loss of 2 

firefighters and 1 contract pilot after a helicopter crash in Cabazon yesterday. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with you during this difficult time." 

Upland Police Department 

"TeamUPD mourns with @CALFIRERRU after learning about the tragic accident in Riverside County. Our 

collective thoughts & prayers go out to all the members of CalFire, but specially the family, colleagues, & 

friends of those affected in this tragedy. Thank you for all you do." 

Fontana Police Department 

"Our hearts are with @calfire and the civilian pilot's family, who tragically perished while bravely battling the 

#broadwayfire in Cabazon. As Byron Pulsifer said, "The circumstances of each call are unknown, but the 

commitment of firefighters is unwavering." 

 

Palm Spring Fire Department 

"Our heartfelt condolences for the line-of-duty deaths of two Cal Fire firefighters and a contract pilot. This 

tragedy has left us deeply shaken and mourning the loss of our brave colleagues.'' 
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San Diego County Sheriff's Department 

To our brothers and sisters at 

@CAL_FIRE 

"@CALFIRERRU, please accept our deepest sympathies. The loss of Cal Fire Assistant Chief Josh Bischof, 

Cal Fire Captain Tim Rodriguez, and contract Pilot Tony Sousa while fighting a wildfire in Riverside County 

is a solemn reminder of the dangerous job of first responders in keeping our communities safe. We will never 

forget their bravery and ultimate sacrifice." 

California Officer of Emergency Services 

On this challenging day, Cal OES stands with our colleagues 

"@CAL_FIRE in mourning the loss of these heroes who, selflessly put themselves in harm’s way to protect 

the lives and property of their fellow Californians." 

California State Parks 

"Our hearts are with our CAL FIRE family and all the loved ones, friends, and colleagues impacted by this 

tragic loss." 

 

 

https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/california-wildfires/firefighters-killed-helicopter-crash-brush-fire-

cabazon/3202202/  

  

https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/california-wildfires/firefighters-killed-helicopter-crash-brush-fire-cabazon/3202202/
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/california-wildfires/firefighters-killed-helicopter-crash-brush-fire-cabazon/3202202/


6 

 

 

One person airlifted after crash involving a semi on Mariposa Road in 

Hesperia 
By Staff Writer, Victor Valley News Group 
August 6, 2023 

 
 

HESPERIA, Calif. (VVNG.com) — One person was airlifted after a crash involving a sedan and a semi 

Sunday afternoon in Hesperia. 

It happened at about 3:40 pm, on August 6, 2023, on Mariposa Road on the curve between Mesa and 

Eucalyptus Streets. 

San Bernardino County Fire arrived at the scene and reported they had one immediate patient and requested 

an airship. The occupant was transported by ambulance to Desert Valley Hospital and subsequently airlifted to 

Loma Linda University Medical Center. 

Based on preliminary reports, the vehicle was traveling north on Mariposa Road when it partially drove onto 

the right dirt shoulder of the roadway and veered back across traffic and into the path of the semi traveling in 

the opposite direction. 

The semi-driver could not avoid the collision and impacted the passenger side of the black Audi sedan, he was 

not injured. The male from the passenger vehicle was reported to be in critical condition at the time of 

transport. An update on his condition was not available. 

The official cause of the accident is under investigation by the Hesperia Police Department. 

https://www.vvng.com/one-person-airlifted-after-crash-involving-a-semi-on-mariposa-road-in-hesperia/  

  

https://www.vvng.com/one-person-airlifted-after-crash-involving-a-semi-on-mariposa-road-in-hesperia/
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2nd Alarm Vegetation Fire in Hesperia near Sage and Cataba Road threatens 

homes 
By Gabriel Espinoza, Victor Valley News Group 
August 6, 2023 

 
 

HESPERIA, Calif. (VVNG.com) — San Bernardino County Fire Department is battling a Vegetation Fire 

that was visible for several miles across the Victor Valley Sunday afternoon.  

Firefighters were dispatched to the incident at 12:25 PM, August 6, 2023. The fire is currently threatening a 

structure directly to the north of the fire near Sage and Cataba Road, according to scanner traffic. 

Fire personal requested an aircraft response to assist with the fire and water dropping helicopters as a 

precaution. 

As of 12:55 PM, firefighters appeared to have the approximately 2-acre fire under control, and canceled the 

response from other incoming assistance, including the aircrafts. 

The Command post will be situated at the scene.  

A cause of the fire has not been announced. 

https://www.vvng.com/2nd-alarm-vegetation-fire-in-hesperia-near-sage-and-cataba-road-threatens-homes/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vvng.com/2nd-alarm-vegetation-fire-in-hesperia-near-sage-and-cataba-road-threatens-homes/
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Apple Valley woman stabbed in face during fight in Hesperia with Adelanto 

woman 
By Rene Ray De La Cruz, Victorville Daily Press 
August 6, 2023 

 

San Bernardino County Sheriff's deputies arrested a 29-year-old Adelanto woman who officials say tried to 

kill a 37-year-old Apple Valley woman during a stabbing incident in Hesperia.  

Deputies responded to the stabbing, which was reported at 3:06 a.m. last Thursday in the 14000 block of Arae 

Street in Hesperia.  

Arriving deputies said the suspect, later identified as Amanda Shute, stabbed the victim in the face with a 

metal object as the two fought, the sheriff’s office said.  

Deputies arrested Shute at the location. In a statement, authorities said Shute also has an outstanding felony 

and misdemeanor warrant.  

Shute was being held at the West Valley Detention Center in Rancho Cucamonga, with bail set at over $1 

million.  

The injured woman was taken by the San Bernardino County Fire Department to a local hospital for 

treatment. Her condition is unknown.  

Sheriff’s officials did not reveal what motivated the suspected attack or if the women knew each other.  

Anyone with information about this investigation is asked to contact the Hesperia sheriff’s station at 760-947-

1500 or sheriff’s dispatch at 760-956-5001.  

Callers wishing to remain anonymous can contact the We-Tip Hotline at 800-78CRIME (27463) 

or wetip.com. 

 

https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/crime/2023/08/06/apple-valley-woman-stabbed-in-face-during-

fight-with-adelanto-woman/70526180007/  

http://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/CqNrCxkzRvCQ0JqQju8QDV5?domain=wetip.com
https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/crime/2023/08/06/apple-valley-woman-stabbed-in-face-during-fight-with-adelanto-woman/70526180007/
https://www.vvdailypress.com/story/news/crime/2023/08/06/apple-valley-woman-stabbed-in-face-during-fight-with-adelanto-woman/70526180007/

