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Ronnie: Open with history of funding asthma Ronnie will turn it over to MerceidesThank you Ronnie. 
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The items that I will cover in this presentation will consist of the following items: 



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

San Bernardino County has a total population of nearly 2.2 million
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So, you might be asking yourself. What’s the big deal about Asthma? Or What’s the big deal about Asthma in San Bernardino County?  Or you might be asking yourself What can we do as an organization to help out in this regard? Is there anything that First 5 Can do in this situation? Well, these are all great questions some that I have asked my self.  But let me provide some statistics.  San Bernardino County has a total population of nearly 2.2 million



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE
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Out of that 2.2 million, 183, 279 represent children under the age of 6 years and San Bernardino has one of the highest numbers of children diagnosed with asthma in the state.  



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

Hospital Emergency Visits

Hospitalizations of Children
School Absenteeism
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It is evident that asthma, it is the leading cause of school absenteeism, hospital emergency visits, and hospitalizations of children. If you look at the inserted pictures, I want you to pay specific attention to the school absenteeism picture on the left.  I found this picture online and although, it does not represent absenteeism for San Bernardino County.  I thought it was a great representation to show the impact of children missing school and the impact it plays in their academics such as reading and math. The purple bar represents reading and the orange bar represents math.  It states that poor children who were chronic absentees in Kindergarten had the lowest performance in reading and math in fifth grade.  So based on this graph, a child being absent while in kindergarten plays a major effect into their reading and math skills as they progress in each grade level. Something to Consider, huh?



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE
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With asthma being such a phenomenon as it is, it alarming to know that only 11% of children have asthma management plans in San Bernardino County.  So my question is What’s going on with the other 89% that are not managing their asthma. If you look at the pie graph, the light orange slice represents children that are managing their asthma through some form of an asthma management plan. But the reddish orange represents 89% of children that are not managing their asthma or do not have an asthma management plan in place.   What can we do to make an effective difference? Why is the percentage so high in San Bernardino County?  Well, let me provide some context. 



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE
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 Air quality is a big contributor to asthma. Many air pollutants such as PM2.5, PM10, ground level ozone, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and carbon monoxide are plaguing the air in San Bernardino County and can cause development of respiratory diseases or cause long-term health effects such as asthma, chronic bronchitis, and heart disease. These pollutants are a result of burning fuel and chemical reactions in the atmosphere. So, if you look at the slide, Cars, trucks, buses, freight and other transportation sources are the biggest contributors to air pollution.  



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

San Bernardino Airport
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San Bernardino is growing and expanding. With increase developments of warehouses, logistic centers, and the development of the San Bernardino Airport Cargo expansion, which could contribute up to as many as 26-cargo flights per day; the air quality will be in more jeopardy. In addition, research, indicates that many people with a low socio-economic status tend to live by warehouses, and as a result are more vulnerable to hazardous living conditions. Poor air quality jeopardizes children’s health and put their lungs at risk.   The picture on the left is a map of the former Norton Air force Base that will be used for the air-cargo logistics center.  The picture on the right is a flyer that I found from the World Health Organization that shows how air pollution affects children. Eye-Opening right?



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE
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So, I thought it would be a good idea to show the committee what a normal airway should look like vs what an asthma airway looks like for impact.  So, if you look at the normal airway on the left, you will see that the airway lining is nice and open there’s nothing surrounding the lining.  This is what a normal airway lining should look like.  There’s also no muscle tightening, therefore, it makes it nice and easy for a child to breathe.  Now, if you look at the asthma airway on the right hand side, if you look at the airway lining, notice that it is swollen and red and there’s mucous all around the lining. Also, because of the mucous notice that the opening is almost closed.  And notice that the there is also muscle tightening that is taking place so it makes it really hard for this child to breathe.  Now, you have an idea of why its so hard for a child with asthma to breathe. 



FIRST 5 SAN BERNARDINO ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

▪ American Lung Association (2012-2018)
▪ PACE (Physician Asthma Care Education) Program

▪ CARE (Coordinated Asthma Referral and Education) 
Program (2006-2015)

▪ ARMC Breathmobile (2012-2023)

2012-2023
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Now, let me provide some History. From 2012 – 2018, First 5 San Bernardino partnered with the American Lung Association and with the ARMC Breathmobiles to address asthma. At this time, It was determined in San Bernardino County that there were limited resources addressing child asthma indicators.   The American Lung Association was approved by the Commissioners to provide in-home early screening and intervention services pertaining to asthma or bronchitis.  They also had The PACE program which stands for the Physician Asthma Care Education training Program that provided education for clinicians on how to employ the best current therapies for asthma in San Bernardino County.  So, The ARMC Breathmobiles would actually partner up with the American Lung Association to connect patients for in home assessments. Now, at this time, San Bernardino County also had the CARE program which was established in 2006 it stands for Coordinated Asthma Referral and Education and they would provide free home assessments, health education, and asthma management and supplies for children under 18 who had asthma in certain locations in San Bernardino County.  This program was a 10-year program funded by a grant to the Department of Public Health from South Coast Air Quality Management District.So as you can see, during this time there was much convening that was taking place amongst San Bernardino County that was addressing asthma and First 5 San Bernardino contributed to 2 of these funded programs. However, the contract with the American Lung Association ended in 2018 and the American Lung Association no longer has a local office specifically located in San Bernardino County that is conducting in home early screenings or assessments. The CARE program also ended in 2015 and the program no longer exists. Therefore, the only program that currently addresses asthma that we fund is the ARMC Breathmobile. 



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

▪ CDHP
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Now, with research, First 5 staff reached out to a number of organizations including California of Department of Health, Regional Asthma Management Program, Community Action to Fight Asthma, South Coast Air Quality Management District, San Bernardino Department of Public Health, Inland Empire Health Plan, and the American Lung Association to gather new information on asthma related resources and funding available to the community and specific to 0-5.  First 5 Staff has also attended multiple webinars with the Allergy & Asthma Network and Green & Healthy Homes Initiative.  In addition, First 5 staff started attending the Air Quality AB 617 San Bernardino/Muscoy meeting to gather more information to determine the plan for the use of funding awarded to specific communities.  



ASTHMA INITIATIVE

CURRENT ASTHMA PROGRAM

▪ARMC Breathmobile
FUTURE ASTHMA STRATEGY

▪What does that Look 
Like?
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So, that leads me to the Current Asthma Initiative. We currently fund 1 asthma program which as stated in the previous slide is the Arrowhead Regional Medical Center Breathmobiles. The ARMC Breathmobile program is an asthma and allergy specialty clinic that allows any child in the county to participate in the program without charge to the family.  The ARMC Breathmobiles will treat children with asthma or allergies at different school sites every six weeks.  Their contract was just renewed and the Commissioners have agreed to continue to fund this program for another 3 years.   The Question is what does a Future Asthma Program Look Like.  What Should the Asthma Strategy be?



CHILD HEALTH PRIORITY AREA

OUTCOMES

▪ Families have access to resources and 
environments that support the total 
wellness of the child 

▪ Families are knowledgeable of and 
utilize resources to manage their 
health 

▪ Children are born healthy 

▪ Systems and services effectively 
support and engage children, families, 
and communities’ health

GOAL

Children prenatal through age five and their 
families can access the full spectrum of health and 
behavioral health services needed to enhance 
their well-being. 
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Now to ensure that we are implementing our new 2020 Strategic Plan’s vision and goals. The Asthma Strategy would address the strategic priority area child Health. Where the goal is for Children prenatal through age five and their families can access the full spectrum of health and behavioral health services needed to enhance their well-being.  The Outcomes of the Child Health Goal Consist of the following: Families have access to resources and environments that support the total wellness of the child Families are knowledgeable of and utilize resources to manage their health Children are born healthy Systems and services effectively support and engage children, families, and communities’ healthThe goal of the Asthma Strategy should support all of these Child Health Outcomes. 



KNOWING WHAT WE KNOW 

WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, AND HOW?
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Zoom  annotate -Brainstorming session



CURRENT ASTHMA LANDSCAPE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is value in the reiteration of this slide to display the impact pollutants have in our community and understanding the intricacies of addressing asthma in SB County.  Its really easy to think that if you put together an asthma program that we are maybe not solving asthma but addressing it to the best of our ability but until you really get the right people at the table that can truly digest and discuss and provide that in-depth detail of what’s working in each of their environments, that is when we can truly find the right direction to move forward in with funding asthma.  Which could lead us to into Future Asthma Funding Recommendations.



CONCLUSION
THANK YOU!!!
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In closing, my recommendation is to move forward with an RFQ for an Asthma Consultant that way we can truly have the necessary conversations amongst all key stakeholders to understand the environment that San Bernardino County is truly in.  Thank you!
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