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News Headlines 07/24/2019 

➢ Three hikers rescued after fall near Deep Creek Hot Springs 

➢ Firefighters respond to house fire in Adelanto Tuesday afternoon 

➢ Earthquakes imperil Trona church, traumatize desert Catholics 

➢ Pedestrian struck by hit-and-run driver on National Trails Highway, airlifted 

  

http://sbcfire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Bernardino-County-Fire/1400619100152023
https://twitter.com/SBCOUNTYFIRE
https://www.youtube.com/user/SBCOUNTYFIRE
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Three hikers rescued after fall near Deep Creek Hot Springs 
Garrett Bergthold, Victorville Daily Press 

Posted: July 23, 2019, 4:05 PM 

 

 
Three hikers injured following a fall near Deep Creek Hot Springs were airlifted by a Sheriff’s Department helicopter mid-day on Tuesday. Two of 

the hikers were later transported to a local hospital with minor injuries. [Photo courtesy of the San Bernardino County Fire Department Twitter 

page] 

 

APPLE VALLEY — A Sheriff’s Department helicopter crew successfully hoisted three hikers out from near 

Deep Creek Hot Springs on Tuesday. Two were later transported to a local hospital for minor injuries. 

 

As three hikers traversed along Deep Creek Road in the late morning, an unidentified female slid down a 

steep hillside, said Chris Saucerman, a San Bernardino County Fire Department spokesman. 

 

The two males then slid down to help the female. The three hikers suffered unspecified injuries, but managed 

to make it back to the top of the hill. 

 

A San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department helicopter, 40 King, was dispatched to the area, and airlifted 

the three hikers to a staging area for treatment, according to the department. 

 

An ambulance later transported two of the hikers to a local hospital with minor injuries. 

 

https://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20190723/three-hikers-rescued-after-fall-near-deep-creek-hot-springs 

 
 

Firefighters respond to house fire in Adelanto Tuesday afternoon 
Staff Writer, Victor Valley News 

Posted: July 23, 2019 

 

 
(Photo taken by Dino M. Uriarte) 

 

ADELANTO, Calif. (VVNG.com) — San Bernardino County Firefighters responded to a residential 

structure fire in Adelanto Tuesday afternoon. 

 

It happened on July 23rd at about 2:40 pm, in the 11400 block of Arlington in Adelanto. 

 

Fire crews arrived on scene and located a 2-story home with smoke coming from the rear. Firefighters made 

access and located a rubbish fire in the rear patio with some extension into the home. 

 

Firefighters conduct a primary and secondary search of the residence and determined it was all clear. 

 

Firefighters reported a lot of trash around the property and suspected the house was possible being utilized by 

squatters.  

https://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20190723/three-hikers-rescued-after-fall-near-deep-creek-hot-springs
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A nearby resident who did not want to be identified told VVNG the home is occupied and the people actually 

live there but the electricity and water were shut-off.  

 

No injuries have been reported and the official cause of the fire is under investigation. 

 

Building and safety will and an investigator have been requested to respond to the scene. 

 

Additional information will be updated as it becomes available. 

 

https://www.vvng.com/firefighters-respond-to-house-fire-in-adelanto-tuesday-afternoon/ 

 
 

Earthquakes imperil Trona church, traumatize desert Catholics 
Natalie Romano, Angelus News 

Posted: July 23, 2019 

 

 
COURTESY DIOCESE OF SAN BERNARDINO 

 

Patricia Scyrkels was one of the first parishioners to set foot in Trona’s Catholic church after the earthquakes 

that struck the California desert July 4-5. 

 

She could be one of the last. 

 

Scyrkels was part of a small group to inspect St. Madeleine Sophie Barat following the first temblor, centered 

between Trona and Ridgecrest in San Bernardino County. 

 

When she looked around her church, she was devastated by what she saw. Split walls, buckled floors, and 

broken statues all stemming from the 6.4 shaker. San Bernardino County officials determined that, pending 

further inspection, St. Madeleine’s is no longer safe for services. 

 

The small 300-seat church, built in 1958, is a Mission of St. Joseph Parish in Barstow. Priests from the parish 

make the 100-mile trip to Trona twice a month to offer Mass. If there is a constant Catholic presence in Trona, 

it’s Scyrkels. She even has a key to the place. 

 

“I work a lot with the church and it seems like everything I have volunteered for is ruined,” says Scyrkels. “I 

don’t know how to describe it. I just feel like the church is such a big part of my life.”  

 

The initial quake took its toll, but it was only a taste of what was to come. The 7.1 that followed was so long 

and violent Scyrkels thought she might die. 

 

“It was absolutely the scariest thing. My son and I got under the table and held on for dear life,” she recalls. “I 

prayed to God that if this was it, just forgive everybody in Trona their sins.”  

 

Scyrkels voice breaks and she softly cries. 

 

https://www.vvng.com/firefighters-respond-to-house-fire-in-adelanto-tuesday-afternoon/
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It wasn’t the end for Trona’s 2,000 residents but they were left with the crumbled remains of a town. Homes 

and driveways were riddled with cracks. Once tall chimneys were reduced to piles of bricks. Inside, dishes 

and lamps littered floors. Initially residents had no power or running water. Even when the water came back, 

it had to be boiled.  

 

The San Bernardino County Fire Department says so far 31 area homes are red tagged as not habitable and 

51 more are yellow tagged as having limited habitability. Eight commercial buildings are also red tagged 

including St. Madeleine’s. The former rectory, now an office building, is unscathed but the church and parish 

hall are another story. 

 

“It’s more than just a crack,” says David Meier, Director of the Diocesan Office of Construction and Real 

Estate. “They’ve had displacement and uplift of the floor. Obviously, the floor holds the walls and the walls 

hold the roof. I’m really concerned about that damage.” 

 

At press time, Meier was scheduled to return to Trona to conduct a more detailed inspection of the church in 

order to determine the next course of action. 

 

“There is that potential that the structure of the church building may not be fixable,” says Meier. “I don’t 

know at this point. My hope is yes we can.”  

 

Scyrkels moved to Trona in the mid-80s and has been a dedicated parishioner at St. Madeleine’s ever since. 

Knowing the building may not survive makes her so sad she can barely speak. 

 

“The thought of not being able to go in our church again is just heartbreaking,” agonizes Scyrkels. 

 

With the church currently uninhabitable, Mass will be held in the old rectory building. 

 

“Whenever we go up there, we know they (parishioners) will come out,” says Father Michael C. Okafor, 

SMMM, Parochial Vicar at St. Joseph. “They appreciate the church. They appreciate the Sacraments.” 

 

A week after the earthquake, a group of nuns and deacons made the trek from San Bernardino to Trona, 

bringing drinks and food like cereal, soup and canned fruit. They also brought boxes filled toiletries and baby 

supplies.  

 

First Baptist Church in Trona, which suffered less damage than St. Madeleine’s, has taken a leading role in 

distributing donated items. 

 

“For the Christian, this is our opportunity to show off our faith,” says Senior Pastor Larry Cox, First Baptist 

Church. “As people are coming to our church and getting goods, were taking some time to talk to them and 

see where they’re at.” 

 

With some 70 significant aftershocks and counting, some of those people are just plain scared. 

 

“They are still in shock right now. They need our prayers,” says Fr. Okafor. 

 

Other residents are expressing anger or questioning why God is letting them suffer such a natural disaster. 

Bishop Gerald Barnes urges leaning on God instead of pulling away. 
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“Natural disasters frighten us and force us to consider what is the will of God in such a scenario,” Bishop 

Barnes said in a July 8 statement. “Let us take this moment of fear and uncertainty to draw ourselves closer to 

Him so that we are sustained by His love and protection.” 

 

That’s what Scyrkels does and she wants more of her fellow Catholics to follow suit. 

 

“Really I’d like a priest or nun to come up and talk to the parishioners that haven’t been coming to Mass and 

let them know how important God is in their lives,” says Scyrkels. “We just need to come together as far as 

I’m concerned. We really do.” 

 

Bishop Barnes called for a special collection in parishes at July 13-14 Masses to help raise money for the 

earthquake relief effort. 

 

https://angelusnews.com/news/natalie-romano/earthquakes-imperil-trona-church-traumatize-desert-catholics 

 
 

Pedestrian struck by hit-and-run driver on National Trails Highway, airlifted 
Staff Writer, Victor Valley News 

Posted: July 23, 2019 

 

 
San Bernardino County Fire Helicopter (Gabriel D. Espinoza, Victor Valley News) 

 

ORO GRANDE, Calif. (VVNG.com) — A pedestrian struck by an alleged hit-and-run driver was airlifted to a 

trauma center early Tuesday morning. 

 

At about 5:02 am on July 23, 2019, Victorville City Fire was requested to respond to a vehicle versus 

pedestrian on National Trails Highway and Barbosa Road. 

 

According to the California Highway Patrol incident logs, a male was reported laying in the roadway and was 

possibly struck by an unknown type vehicle. 

 

The pedestrian, approximately 40 years of age was transported by ground ambulance to Victor Valley Global 

Medical Center. He was subsequently airlifted to an out of area trauma center via helicopter Reach H325. His 

injuries were not known. 

 

Details into what happened were not immediately available. Additional information will be updated as it 

becomes available. 

 

https://www.vvng.com/pedestrian-struck-by-hit-and-run-driver-on-national-trails-highway-airlifted/ 

 

https://angelusnews.com/news/natalie-romano/earthquakes-imperil-trona-church-traumatize-desert-catholics
https://www.vvng.com/pedestrian-struck-by-hit-and-run-driver-on-national-trails-highway-airlifted/

