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News Headlines 04/26/2019 
Ø Woman who fell or thrown out of moving vehicle on 15 Freeway airlifted 
Ø To Tree or Not to Tree 
Ø HI-DESERT WATER HEARS OF $2 MILLION IN SEWER CHANGE ORDERS 
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Woman who fell or thrown out of moving vehicle on 15 Freeway airlifted 
Staff Writer, Victor Valley News Group 
Posted: April 25, 2019 
 

 
Drivers who stopped after finding the woman were emotional about the situation. (Gabriel D. Espinoza, Victor Valley News) 
 
HESPERIA, Calif. (VVNG.com) — California Highway Patrol officials are investigating after a woman was 
allegedly pushed or fell from a moving vehicle Thursday on the 15 freeway. 
 
Just after 7 pm, San Bernardino County Fire and the CHP responded to the shoulder of the southbound 15 
freeway between Bear Valley Road and Main Street, reference a person ejected from a vehicle. 
 
When they arrived onscene, they located a 35-year-old female suffering from head injuries lying on the side 
of the freeway. 
 
CHP officials told Victor Valley News that witnesses said a woman either fell or was pushed from a moving 
vehicle that was traveling southbound. 
 
“We’re investigating this as a possible domestic violence incident,” officials said. “The sheriffs department is 
out with the vehicle.” 
 
A pair of black sandals and a puddle of blood were visible on the side of the road. 
 
A helicopter was requested to land in a field near Bishop Road and Poplar Avenue to transport the victim to a 
trauma center. She suffered injuries to her head and legs. 
 
The man who was behind the wheel of the red Toyota Corolla that the woman was a passenger in kept going. 
 
Witnesses told VVNG that the woman appeared to have been pushed out of the car, and the man drove the 
vehicle through a fence and fled the scene. 
 
Sheriffs officials were dispatched to a multi-vehicle crash moments later on Bear Valley Road near 5th 
Avenue. 
 
“The driver of the red Corolla drove eastbound on Bear Valley Road and crashed into a couple of cars at Bear 
Valley Road and 7th Avenue,” Hesperia Sheriff’s Sgt. Vasquez told VVNG. 
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“He continued driving and crashed a second time with another sedan here at 5th and Bear Valley,” Vasquez 
said. 
 
The female driver of a car who was struck at 5th Avenue said she was on her way home when she was hit 
while going through a green light. 
 
“He was a big Hispanic guy, he jumped out the car and started running, but the cops got him on the ground,” 
the driver of an involved car said. 
 
Sgt. Vasquez said the suspect was taken to a hospital for treatment and then will be arrested for suspected 
Felony DUI. 
 
“CHP is handling the investigation involving the domestic violence since that occurred in the freeway, and 
we’re handling the crash and possible DUI.” 
 
In all, two people from the multi-car crashon Bear Valley Road had to be treated for injuries. 
 
https://www.vvng.com/woman-pushed-out-of-moving-vehicle-on-15-freeway-airlifted 
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To Tree or Not to Tree 
Staff Writer, Mountain News 
Posted: April 25, 2019 at 2:53pm 
 

 
Approximately 99% of the property is dominated by mixed conifer forest and the remaining 1% of the property contains riparian scrubs. 
 
Church Report Focuses on Fire Safety, Critics Mourn Loss of Wildlife Habitat 
 
As the proposed Church of the Woods Project makes its way through the governmental approval process, the 
Draft Revised Environmental Impact Report (DREIR) is being reviewed by the public and interested parties. 
 
The 27.12-acre project site in Rimforest is located north of State Highway 18, west of Daley Canyon Road 
and east of Scenic Way. The church proposes to develop the southern portion of the site with a church 
campus. Approximately 13.5 acres would remain as natural open space. 
 
The DREIR noted that the county received a number of comments in response to the Notice of Preparation 
and at the scoping meeting for a previous version of the proposed project, and at public hearings. The 
comments raised issues concerning grading and landslides; traffic; water supply and quality; loss of trees and 
wildlife; fire hazards and evacuation; air quality; development along a scenic highway; and project 
alternatives. 
 
This article, as part of an ongoing series by the Mountain News, focuses on the loss of trees, which has been 
identified as an area where concerns have been raised, indicating a level of controversy. In order to create 
level areas for buildings, sports fields and other features of the campus, it will be necessary to remove a lot of 
trees. The DREIR mentions the loss of trees in various contexts, but specifically in the document’s section on 
biological resources. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 
 
The DREIR describes the project site as undeveloped and characterized by gently rolling hills to steep 
mountain terrain that is largely covered by montane coniferous forest. Approximately 99% of the property is 
dominated by mixed conifer forest and the remaining 1% of the property contains riparian scrubs. Overall, the 
mixed conifer forest community forms a high-quality habitat on the project site. 
 
The dominant plant species within the site include Ponderosa pine, Jeffrey pine, white fir, big cone pine, 
incense cedar, sugar pine and black oak. The understory species within the site are California coffeeberry and 
California bay. 
 
Riparian scrubs occur along a stream that flows down the middle of the site from the southwest to the 
northeast corner. That area is dominated by arroyo willow with a shrub layer of mountain dogwood, 
California mugwort, tarragon and mountain pink currant. 
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PREVIOUS TREE REMOVAL 
 
The DREIR recounts that in 2003, Governor Gray Davis declared a state of emergency for San Bernardino, 
Riverside and San Diego counties due to the imminent fire danger resulting from an infestation of bark 
beetles. The infestation resulted in the die-off of conifers and hardwoods,increasing the risk of fire in forested 
areas. Approximately 250 trees were removed from the project site during that time to preserve approximately 
3,719 trees that were not affected. 
 
The report continues to describe more tree-removal projects, beginning with a 2003 Foresters Report 
inventory. That inventory estimated that of the approximately 3,969 trees six inches in diameter and larger 
located on the project site before 2004, about 70 percent of the trees on the site were removed as a fire 
preventative measure. 
 
Subsequently, approximately 2,800 dead trees of various sizes were removed from the project site from 
October 2004 through February 2005, with the largest percent being Ponderosa and Coulter pines. 
 
In addition, the San Bernardino County Fire Department (SBCFD) initiated an ongoing Large Tree 
Removal Program to remove dead, dying and diseased trees. The SBCFD partnered with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to remove other vegetation, both living and dead. Under that program, tree 
and vegetation removal on the project site took place during September and October 2008. In September 
2013, approximately 12% of the Ponderosa pine trees, 5% of the fir trees, 33% of the cedar, and 50% of other 
hardwood trees found on the project site were removed pursuant to the SBCFD’s Large Tree Removal 
Program, according to the DREIR. 
 
Additionally, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protections approved the project site to be thinned of trees 
and potential fire hazards in September 2013, with tree-removal concluding in November 2013. 
 
The DREIR did not provide a “grand total” of trees removed, the number of trees currently remaining, or an 
estimate of additional trees to be removed. 
 
AUDUBON COMMENTS 
 
“The plan to clear-cut all trees of the entire 14-acre footprint of the project area, and then carve off the top of 
the on-site knoll in order to fill in the adjacent stream basin stands out in stark conflict with the county’s 
policy of maintaining the natural contours of the mountain environment, which ought to be an inviolable 
policy in Southern California’s premier National Forest,” a report from the Audubon Society states. 
 
Audubon commented that the DREIR was downplaying this policy conflict. As a result, the DREIR failed to 
acknowledge the extent to which such a major topographical alteration was an extreme act, particularly when 
it is directly adjacent to a cherished public forest landscape. 
 
“A cut and fill of 315,000 cubic yards of earth is unprecedented in the local mountain area,” Audubon said. 
Such massive destruction to the natural environment would have significant adverse repercussions on every 
unique feature of the site as well as on National Forest lands directly adjacent to the project on three sides, not 
to mention the quarter mile of U.S. Forest Service designated Scenic Byway which fronts the property.” 
 



6 

 

 

 
 

The severity of this major landscape disruption and the resultant impacts to wildlife, habitat and the natural 
aesthetics of the surrounding forest cannot be mitigated below a level of significance, Audubon said. The 
DREIR does not accurately assess the full scope and impact of such a major environmental upheaval and only 
proposes inadequate, unrealistic or no mitigation at all in many cases. 
 
The site also includes vital riparian vegetation and provides exceptional habitat for several rare species, while 
being located significantly within a major county-designated wildlife corridor. Audubon opined that none of 
these attributes are given the serious consideration they warrant in the DREIR. 
 
By minimizing the unique aesthetic and biological qualities of the site (and the surrounding public values of 
the National Forest setting), the DREIR fails to accurately identify the outstanding environmental values that 
will be severely compromised by the Church of the Woods’ project. In turn, the full extent of the project’s 
significant impacts are insufficiently analyzed and undervalued, resulting in inadequate disclosure or 
mitigation, Audubon said. 
 
http://www.mountain-news.com/news/article_68aa6914-679f-11e9-9433-4360def142b6.html  
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HI-DESERT WATER HEARS OF $2 MILLION IN SEWER CHANGE ORDERS 
Staff Writer, Z107.7 
Posted: April 25, 2019 
 

 
The board of directors for the Hi-Desert Water District held a routine meeting Tuesday (4/24/19). 
 
Wastewater project change orders, home fire suppression systems, and boundary lines were on the agenda for 
last night’s meeting of the Hi-Desert Water District board of directors. Assignment reporter Keith Bailey was 
at the meeting and has the details… 
 
At last night’s meeting of the Hi-Desert Water District Board of Directors the members approved a resolution 
amending the district’s policy for service connections. All services will be installed as a single connection 
providing water service to both domestic and fire sprinkler systems. The change from “U” branch connections 
is supported by the San Bernardino County Fire Standards and the National Fire Protection Association. 
The members also received an update on the new Warren Valley Basin Boundary. The modification was 
requested by the staff from the Mojave Water Agency and approved on March 28. The members were updated 
on the running total of change orders related to the Wastewater Project; the running total at this time is just 
above $2 million. 
 
http://z1077fm.com/hi-desert-water-hears-of-2-million-in-sewer-change-orders/ 


