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New Water Tender Placed in Service in Yucca Valley

Yesterday a new International / KME Water Tender (WT) was placed in service at Fire Station 42 in Yucca
Valley. The new Water Tender carries 1800 gallons of water and can pump 500 gallons per minute (GPM). The
four-wheel drive WT can pump while rolling and has a turret on the front bumper, capable of flowing 30-125
GPM. The turret is controlled by a joystick in the cab allowing crews to stay inside the cab while directing the
flow of water, nozzle pattern and direction. Some other notable features are a hydraulically controlled porta-
tank rack, extra cab, rear axle locker and full LED light package. The equipment compliment allows the WT to
initial attack fires, mobile pump or shuttle water. The multi-use package will allow the tender to function on a
multitude of fires.

San Bernardino County Fire Department (SBCoFD) Apparatus Committee worked together to determine the
best platform, design and equipment compliment to best serve County-wide. Once a specification was
determined, the unit was purchased utilizing a competitive bid process.

While many of our areas utilize municipal fire hydrants, this WT will help bring additional water to the scene
when a hydrant isn’t nearby. The high ground clearance, four-wheel drive and rear locker will allow the WT to
traverse rough terrain and make access like a Brush Engine or Brush Patrol.

We are excited for the apparatus to serve the Town of Yucca Valley, the Morongo Basin and San Bernardino
County.

The San Bernardino County Fire Department is an all-risk/full-service fire department committed to providing the highest level of
service in the most efficient and cost-effective manner to the citizens and communities that we serve. Our jurisdiction encompasses
19,278 square miles of extremely diverse environments that stretch from the Los Angeles County line on the west, to the Colorado
River on the east, to the Nevada State line and Kern and Inyo counties on the north. We provide services to more than 60
communities/cities and all unincorporated areas of the county.
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