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ELECTRICAL FIRE SATURDAY AT SANTA FE ASSISTED LIVING IN YUCCA
VALLEY

Staff Writer, Z107.7 FM News
Posted: December 30, 2019

Yucca Valley firefighters were called to Santa Fe Assisted Living Saturday morning about 11 a.m. for a small
smoldering fire in the attic. Battalion Chief Scott Tuttle said the cause of the blaze in the 55400 block of Santa
Fe Trail was electrical. There were no injuries and all residents were allowed to stay in the house.

http://z1077fm.com/electrical-fire-saturday-at-santa-fe-assisted-living-in-yucca-valley/

Firefighters rescue horse trapped in a hole near Barstow
Staff Writer, Victorville Daily Press
Posted: December 30, 2019, 9:49 am

San Bernardino CountFire Department firefighters work to free a horse stuck in a hole in Barstow on Friday, Dec. 27, 2019. The horse was able
to free itself once a section of dirt was dug out by the crew. [PHOTO COURTESY OF CUNTY FIRE]

BARSTOW — A horse trapped in a hole in a remote section of the High Desert was rescued by emergency
personnel Friday afternoon.

Firefighters responded to reports of the stuck animal at approximately 2 p.m. near the Slash X Ranch Cafe,
south of Barstow on Highway 247, according to the San Bernardino County Fire Department.

Because of the remote location, requests were made to Los Angeles and Orange counties in the event a hoist
rescue by helicopter was required. Another request was made to the Rancho Cucamonga Fire District, which
has a team trained for horse rescues.

At the scene, firefighters found a medium-sized white horse located near a home and stuck in a 4-by-4 foot
hole that was about 7 feet deep. The size of the hole made a hoist rescue impossible.

The horse was extremely agitated in the hole, and a request was made for a mobile veterinarian to assist in
sedating the animal, according to a County Fire statement.

But crews instead started to dig out a section of dirt in front of the hole to create an accessible escape route so
the flustered animal could exit by itself.

“After a short period of time and digging by crews on scene, the horse was safely extracted without any
apparent injury,” a County Fire statement read.

All additional resources were canceled at that point. A total of nine County Fire personnel helped rescue the
horse.

https://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20191230/firefighters-rescue-horse-trapped-in-hole-near-barstow
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County Firefighters rescue horse who fell into 7-foot-deep hole near Barstow
Hugo Valdez, Victor Valley News
Posted: December 28, 2019

(Photo courtesy of San Bernardino County Fire)

BARSTOW, Calif. — San Bernardino County Firefighters saved a horse that was stuck in a 7-foot-deep
hole near Barstow Friday afternoon.

At approximately 2:00 pm Friday, December 27, 2019, County Fire responded to reports of a horse trapped in
a hole off highway 247 near Slash X. Exact details were not immediately available as crews responded.

Due to the potential for remote access and unclear location the responding battalion chief requested additional
resources to assist. This included a specialized asset from the Rancho Cucamonga Fire District equipped and
trained in equine rescue.

Sheriffs aviation was requested as well to assist with potential recon.

Early notifications to Los Angeles County Fire and Orange County Fire Authority were also made in the event
a helicopter hoist extraction was required. Often times in remote locations a helicopter operation combined
with specialized rescue crews on the ground is required for extraction.

Once County firefighters arrived they made contact with the reporting party and found a medium sized horse
that was easily accessible for ground resources. It was trapped in a 4x4 hole approximately 7 feet deep.

The horse was extremely agitated in its position which complicated efforts.

A request was made through our dispatch center for a mobile vet to assist with sedating the animal which
would assist in the extraction process. Due to the proximity to the home and width of the hole hoist extraction
was not possible. With the configuration of the hole itself firefighters developed a plan to dig out a section of
dirt adjacent to the hole which was lined with wood. This would allow the horse to exit under its own power.

After a short period of time and digging by crews on scene the horse was safely extracted without any
apparent injury. All additional resources were canceled at that point.

County fire responded with one engine company, one heavy rescue, one brush patrol, and one chief officer for
a total of 9 personnel. Rancho Cucamonga was initially started with its equine rescue team which consisted of
1 heavy rescue, one engine, and a chief officer.

https://www.vvng.com/county-firefighters-rescue-horse-who-hole-fell-into-7-foot-deep-hole-near-barstow/
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Firefighters Rescue Horse From Pit Near Barstow
Brian Day, KTLA 5 News
Posted: December 28, 2019, 7:29 pm

Fire}ighters rescued a horse trape ina p ar Barstow on Dec. 27, 2019. (Credit: San Bernardino County Fire Department)

Firefighters traded their hoses for shovels to dig out a horse that became trapped in a pit near Barstow on
Friday afternoon.

The equine emergency unfolded about 2 p.m., when someone reported spotting the white, medium-size horse
in a wood-lined hole along Highway 247, near Stoddard Valley Road, the San Bernardino County Fire
Department said in a written statement.

"It was trapped in a 4x4 hole approximately 7 feet deep,"” according to the statement. "The horse was
extremely agitated in its position, which complicated efforts."”

With help from a veterinarian, who sedated the horse, nine firefighters managed to dig out one side of the
hole, creating a ramp for the horse to climb out, officials said.

"After a short period of time and digging by crews on scene, the horse was safely extracted without any
apparent injury,” the statement said.

https://ktla.com/2019/12/28/firefighters-rescue-horse-from-pit-near-barstow/

Suspected DUI driver crashes into elderly couple’s Hesperia home
Martin Estacio, Victorville Daily Press
Posted: December 28, 2019, 2:12 pm

\ T s o M- - %
San Bernardino County firefighters work to stabilize a car that crashed into a house in Hesperia on Saturday, Dec. 28, 2019. The elderly couple
inside the home was unhurt. The suspected DUI driver was taken to a local hospital with minor injuries. [MARTIN ESTACIO/DAILY PRESS]
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HESPERIA — A suspected DUI driver took out three fences before crashing into an elderly couple’s
residence while they were home on Saturday.

The couple — 83-year-old Ramon Morrillo and his wife, Rose — and their Yorkshire terrier, Hita, escaped
injury.

Their corner house in the 7800 block of Newhall Avenue sustained major damage, though, when the car tore a
gaping hole through the front, stopping only after hitting the back wall.

Firefighters and Sheriff’s deputies responded at about 10:17 a.m.
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Ramon Morrillo said he was at the front of the house and had just walked over to the adjacent garage when he
heard a loud “boom.”

“It happened all of a sudden,” he said.

Rose Morrillo was inside the house and had just walked out of the master bedroom when the vehicle plowed
through.

“I said to myself, “What’s this car doing in here?’” she said amid the confusion.

Hearing the commotion, the Morrillos’ next-door neighbor of 13 years, Jason Boone, went over to help. The
car, a red Honda Accord, had just smashed through two of his fences before hitting the Morrillos’ fence and
house.

Boone said the driver, who he described as a man in his 30s, was “on something.”

He kept saying, “Don’t trip,” Boone said, adding that the man smelled of alcohol.

A San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department deputy at the scene said the driver was likely under the
influence. The driver, who was unidentified, was taken to a local hospital with minor injuries.

His car demolished at least one load-bearing wall in the Morrillos’ home, San Bernardino County Fire
Department spokesperson Jeremy Kern said. Debris lay strewn about the house as wires hung from the
ceiling.

Firefighters worked to temporarily make the house more stable until building and safety officials could
inspect it.

The investigation into the crash is ongoing.

https://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20191228/suspected-dui-driver-crashes-into-elderly-couples-hesperia-
home
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Alleged drunk driver plows into Hesperia home Saturday morning
Hugo Valdez, Victor Valley News
Posted: December 28, 2019

(Photos courtesy of San Bernardino County Fire)

HESPERIA, Calif. (VVNG.com) — The Hesperia Police Department is investigating after a suspected drunk
driver plowed into an occupied residence Saturday morning.

Around 10:16 am on December 28, 2019, deputies responded to the 7800 block of Newhall Avenue in
Hesperia reference a car into a home.

Firefighters from the San Bernardino County Firefighters dispatched a full extrication response which
included a heavy rescue with specially trained USAR firefighters for any building shoring or extrication that
may be required.

Firefighters arrived on scene and located a four-door sedan with the male driver still inside.

According to a news release from the fire department, “the vehicle impacted several chain-link fences on the
property as well as across the street prior to impacting the home. The car entered the front center portion of
the home and traveled all the way to the rear load-bearing wall where it came to a stop.”

The driver of the vehicle was evaluated and transported to a local hospital by ambulance. Both occupants of
the home escaped injury.

Fire Public Information Officer, Jeremy Kern, said the home sustained significant structural damage which
required USAR members to stabilize portions of the building as the vehicle was pulled from the home.

Kern said county fire responded with one engine company, one heavy rescue, one paramedic squad, one
ambulance, and one chief officer for a total of 11 personnel.

The driver of the vehicle is suspected of driving under the influence of alcohol.
The incident is under investigation by the San Bernardino County Sheriffs Department.

https://www.vvng.com/alleged-drunk-driver-plows-into-hesperia-home-saturday-morning/
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Fire Insurance Cancellation Moratorium
Nick Kipley, Mountain News
Posted: December 28, 2019, 9:00 am

Nick Kipley, boundaries.io

On Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 6 p.m. California State Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara held a round table
meeting organized by County Supervisor Janice Rutherford and Lewis Murray to discuss the problems
mountain communities across the state have been facing with policy non-renewals due to climate change. The
intense meeting laid out a ‘game plan’ for how the State Insurance Commissioner’s office was going to tackle
the issue of Fire Insurance Non-Renewals in communities located in heavily wooded and fire-prone areas like
the San Bernardino Mountains.

“We pretty much traveled the entire state, talking to communities and talking to people about this ongoing
issue,” Commissioner Lara began. “So in San Bernardino County, these are some of the trends we’ve been
seeing that more or less correlate with the rest of [the state].”

“We’ve seen a 6%, increase in Cal Fire responsibility areas and we know that more are [to be] expected with
the 2019 fires. We’ve also seen a growth of 39% and an increase of new and renewed policies by the FAIR
Plan. And we know that the FAIR Plan is the insurer of last resort in San Bernardino County. And Il tell
you, our department has seen an increase of more than, 100 rate increases filed by insurance companies
statewide 2017/2018, that, again, don’t again account for the future filing of insurance companies for wanting
a rate adjustment for the 2019 year.” Lara said.

Lara explained that what is driving the increase in decisions of insurers to issue nonrenewals has to do with
the frequency and ferocity of recent fires.

“Ten of the twenty most destructive California wildfires in California history have occurred in the last four
years.” Lara continued, “As risk increases, we know that the cost of insurance increases and the availability of
coverage decreases, those go hand in hand. And again, | know many of you already know this information.
Insurers consider the very recent past underwrite, and determine the rates for the following year, which we
know today. The insurance of the insurance industry has appointed a loss of $25 billion in losses in 2017/2018
alone. So that is the perfect storm of what’s happening across the state and how it’s impacting, specifically,
San Bernardino County.”

“Residential underwriting has also changed - and many of you have experienced this already,” Lara added.
“We know that insurance traditionally would look at your individual parcel, your individual property, they
will come in and assess and see if you have done the appropriate home hardening, if you had a defensible
space. Now, it has completely changed. Now you have to get some citizen to look at some satellite imagery
that really, in my opinion, doesn’t really tell the story of what’s happening at the granular level.”

At this point in his presentation, Lara pointed to a PowerPoint slide that showed a ‘Google Maps’ like image
of a mountain community with a large red circle drawn around a small cluster of houses, compared to a
diagram showing a house surrounded by defensible zones that insurers used to measure how protected a home
was from a fire. He called the Google Maps approach the ‘New School’ approach, and the individual
house/property approach the “Old School” approach.




“So, now they just look before you even get to that point [of assessing your property], you now go through a
first pass through this ‘evaluation filter’ that only looks at slope, field [vegetation], in type of field [drought
prone, etc.], and access [roads]. So, in my opinion, it doesn’t really give you the full picture of what
communities have done and what homeowners have done to harden their home, and to protect our properties.”

“Many of our neighbors have had the same company for 30 plus years and have never had a claim, and they
still get dropped.” Lara said, “We’ve also heard that there’s no consideration for free fire mitigation, or home
or fire hardening. Many of our neighbors also say, you know, the insurance company said “I need to do X, Y
and Z. I shelled out the $10,000 to do this [home hardening], and I still got dropped.” Right?”

“We want some statewide standards that are very clear on what is going to keep the community safe, and we
need the insurance companies and our first responders to be engaged in that process so that we all know as a
state, what are some basic guidelines of community mitigation standards. We feel that, in particular to the
community mitigation standards, it helps us be proactive. So as a community what we need to do we look at
our individual communities. Look at ingress/egress. At our fire stations. At the amount of water storage we
have. Etc. Etc. That we start looking at what that’s going to look like, as opposed to just parcel by parcel by
parcel because we know that in many cases you might have done everything spent the money to mitigate your
property your neighbor might have not.” Lara said.

“Or maybe it’s a second property for somebody who doesn’t live it doesn’t live there,” he added. “So we want
some community-wide mitigation standards, we feel this is the way we keep being proactive lessen the risk.
We try to bring the insurance market back. And we also know that the FAIR Plan is insufficient coverage.
And we know that the new reality, unfortunately, is that the FAIR Plan is the only option for so many of our
neighbors. I was up in Sierra County where we asked people “Have you shopped around? Have you found
insurance coverage?” The gentleman [I asked this question of] laughed in my face and said, ‘Hey, nobody
would call us back. The FAIR Plan is the only option for us. It is the only permanent option that we have. And
that is the reality whether we like it or not.””

“This is the reality and so we feel that we need to do something about the Fair Plan,” Lara continued, “It
needs to become a comprehensive HO3 policy so that then consumers don’t have to buy the ‘wraparound’
insurance, which only adds to the cost. So my argument is as an insurance company you can have it both
ways. You can send somebody the fair plan, knowing that is limited in scope, and then offer them the
additional coverage for what you are willing to take the risk. It’s not, it’s not fair. So we want the FAIR Plan
to be a full, comprehensive, coverage and we have a plan for that.”

Pertinent to Lara’s Senate Bill 824, and Governor Gavin Newsom’s declaration of a statewide fire emergency
in October, all the surrounding ZIP codes of active wildfires at the time became subject to a state-issued
moratorium of non-renewals. For the San Bernardino Mountains, these ZIP codes include the following:
92404 (the Del Rosa/Wildwood neighborhoods in, San Bernardino above 40th street), 92346 (Highland and
the lower portion of City Creek Road, extending east to Greenspot), 92407 (the neighborhoods along the 15
Freeway heading up the Cajon pass beginning in Muscoy and ending in Cajon Junction), 92405 (Northern San
Bernardino along the 215 Freeway), 92325 (Crestline, Valley of Enchantment, Cedarpines Park, Valley View
Park, Skyland), and 92322 (Cedarpines Park), 92345 (Silverwood Lake up to Hesperia), 92314 (Big Bear
City, Baldwin Lake, Sugarloaf, and the homes surrounding the Big Bear Resort Ski Area), 92315 (Big Bear
Lake), 92352 (Northern and Western Lake Arrowhead - excluding Lake Arrowhead Village, Blue Jay,
Arrowhead Villas, Crest Park, the North Shore, Lake Arrowhead Villas, Deer Lodge Park), 92321 (Southern
and Western Lake Arrowhead - including Lake Arrowhead Village, Cedar Glen, Hook Creek Tract, Skyforest
and the homes around Skypark at Santa’s Village), 92382 (upper City Creek Road, Highway 18 between Lake




Arrowhead and Running Springs, Heaps Peak, Portions of Running Springs), 92386 (Big Bear City), 92391
(Twin Peaks), 92341 (Green Valley Lake, and the homes near Snow Valley Ski Resort), 92333 (Fawnskin),
92317 (Agua Fria), 92378 (Agua Fria, Rimforest, Daly Canyon and the homes along Highway from Red Rock
Scenic Overlook to Rim of the World High School), and 92385 (Skyforest). This means that if you live in one
of these ZIP Codes and your insurer did not non-renew on your policy prior to the Hillside Fire and Old Water
Fire in October, then they cannot cancel your policy until at least October 2020. If you have been canceled on
since October 2019 and you live in one of these ZIP codes, you are still entitled to coverage from your
insurer.

“We got the ZIP Codes for the Inland Empire communities,” Lara said, “Big Bear, Arrowhead Running
Springs, Riverside, Rialto, Highland, Colton, Perris. Over 50 ZIP codes in San Bernardino County are now
protected as of today. So that is a big win for us.”

After a round of applause, Commissioner Lara laid out his 2020 Action Plan.

“We’re going after legislation that says that if you’ve done everything to harden your home [and create] a
defensible space then an insurance company has to write you a policy.” Lara said, “They can no longer just
abandon you. We’re going to force them to state law to keep you covered. We’re not going to force insurance
companies to cover everyone, [however] we want to show companies that cover those homes that
[homeowners] have done absolutely everything that we’ve asked them to do to keep their own safe. We think
that’s a fair trade. We think that’s a fair thing for them to do. By their own admission insurance companies
have said that mitigating your home [and] creating a defensible space lessens your risk.”

“I don’t want is for you want to invest thousands of dollars, and then still get dropped,” Lara continued, “I
want you to invest the money. And if you need that optimistic to receive that house and invest in your

property, and then mandate insurance companies, cover your home. That is the legislation we’re going to seek
in the coming year.”

In addressing the shortcomings of the FAIR Plan, Lara said: “We want the FAIR Plan to be a comprehensive
coverage. We want to increase its coverage limits from $1.5 million to $3 million by April 2020, and we want
to allow the FAIR Plan policyholders to make sure they make monthly payments by credit card with no
additional fees. We think it’s the right thing to do. I mean just modernizing the FAIR Plan. Those [coverage]
limits haven’t risen since the *70s. So, we want the FAIR Plan to provide a full HO3 policy, [and] we will
look at making sure that they have the right increase in fees to be able to offer this service.”

New measures are also going to go into effect to prevent policy nonrenewals from catching consumers off
guard. Lara’s new measures prevent nonrenewal notices from being sent out 45 days from the date of the
policy’s cancellation and extend the period to a minimum of 75 days.

“Right now you have 45 advance notice when you’re going to be non renewed by the insurance company,”
Lara said, “We think that’s insufficient. So the legislature review does increase it to 75 days. We want to get
to a point where it gets to 180 days. We want to give you the appropriate time to make a decision about what’s
going to happen. People have told us 45 days was nowhere near enough time to make a decision”

Lara also said that he is working to put measures in place to provide more transparency for consumers on
behalf of insurance companies when it comes to calculating your property’s ‘risk’ score.




“Another thing we want to get done in the coming year, during the moratorium, is [provide transparency on]
these Fire Risk Scores,” Lara said.

“These Fire Risk Scores need greater transparency. [When] you get assigned a risk score, you have no idea
why or how [and] no opportunity for you to appeal that score. No opportunity to mitigate to lessen that score.
And no ability for you to look at what the methodology was that [Insurers] used to [calculate] your score.”

A common problem Lara says he’s encountered stems from this lack of transparency.

“Why is one neighbor, six and the other neighbor, three, right?”” Lara added, “So, we as a department are
asking for the authority to be able to open this ‘black box’ and determine how these risk scores are being
assessed. What is the creative process so that by which you can appeal your score, and make it more
transparent so that local community leaders actually know what is the methodology that’s being used to assign
these risk scores - which, currently, we have no idea how they’re doing this.”

During the public comment section of the meeting, Michelle Wimmer of Farmers Insurance in Rimforest
spoke about challenges she’s faced with the lack of transparency in how Fire Risk Scores are calculated.

“I am a 29-year mountain resident and I’ve also been an insurance agent for the past nine years and I now run
my own independent brokerage.” Wimmer said, “in all this crazy mayhem we have done 1,800 rewrites.
People who have now lost policies have been forced out of the markets and people have left the mountain and
are selling. Our market is getting very hairy. In 2015 my [Fire Risk] Score doubled. It went from six to
twelve. And my insurance went from $1,300 a year to over $6,000 a year. Now as an agent | have a discount,
but I’ve been dragging this ball and chain now going on five years.”

“People can’t afford [these rates] and there’s nowhere to rebut them and there is nowhere to talk to anybody
and find out how/why/where this happened,” Wimmer added. “I just came home one day and now I have a
[score of] 12?7 There are clifthanger [homes] above me on the downslope with four miles of brush and they’re
sixes or eights.”

Wimmer also expressed concern about where the FAIR Plan might become a state-mandated or ‘socialized’
kind of insurance as this might lead to the mountain communities being back to the same box and down the
road.

Commissioner Lara then addressed Wimmer’s concerns head-on.

“We feel that for so many folks, [the FAIR Plan] already is the only permanent solution,” Lara said, “My job
is to make sure we have a solid market that insurance companies have the resources they need not only to do
business in California, but they have the resources to pay out the claims. We’re going to do the same thing
with the FAIR Plan. But, the reality that’s happening now is that it is the only permanent solution for so many
communities, and it’s not a policy that [provides] full coverage and it just exacerbates the cost for folks.”

Even fire prevention experts who know firsthand about creating a defensible space around a property are
being canceled on. Big Bear Fire Department Chief Jeff Willis spoke about how his policy was dropped by his
insurer due to the ‘new school’ way that insurers use a Google Maps-like tool to define risk.

“[Comissioner Lara], you made an example of ‘old school’ versus ‘new school’. Well, we know that ‘old
school” works,” Willis said. “It absolutely does work. And as a Fire Official, | know that the fireline score is




really flawed in many, many, areas. | just want to tell you about my property in the Big Bear community. It
was not a weed or a tree on the property - not a single one - it’s pretty much concrete and asphalt. The nearest
house to me is 25 feet away and the reasons that were stated for my cancellation were: vegetation (there are
none), road access (not true - I’'m on a 35-foot road) limited fire flow (I’m one of the highest fire-flow areas in
our neighborhood), and in my particular case I’m just not gonna argue with an insurer is they don’t want to
begin with and so we’ve moved on. And I’ve seen many, many, examples in our community with one
property right next door another they’re rated differently.” Willis said.

“While I think the fireline score - the ‘new school’ - has value, you can only rely on ‘new school,”” Willis
added.

Brenda Meyer, the broker/owner of Cozy Cabins Realty in Crestline, attended the meeting to speak on behalf
of other agents that are affected by nonrenewals.

“We have been dealing with [nonrenewals] in the mountains for 16 years. After the 2003 [Old] Fire, the major
carriers started to exit our area, and then 2007 they basically red-lined us,” Meyer said. “So we were forced to
advise our clients choose between the FAIR Plan or go with an out-of-state insurer, which many of us know
out-of-state insurers don’t have the regulations and protections and work within California.”

“Many of these homeowners didn’t realize when it came to that the FAIR plan was an insufficient policy. And
they didn’t realize that until they actually filed their claim and found out that their 10s-of-thousands of dollars
in losses are not going to be covered. They were, needless to say, very upset and coming back to many of us.
The alternative is another plan at a much higher rate so it’s understandable that they chose what they chose.
I’'m a 30-year policyholder that got canceled on last month. No claims. And like so many they were just not
renewing our area at all. We do see all the indications of a perfect storm brewing. Escrows are falling apart
because lending officers under-estimate the cost of insurance and buyers find out they can’t afford the home
of their dreams, because monthly insurance premiums throw them out of their approved monthly payment.
Current homeowners are fixed income sources like insurance and looking outside of California for more
affordable options. Affordability for first-time homebuyers entering the housing market continues to be a
challenge because of the limited availability and the added skyrocketing cost of insurance. [First time home
owners] have to wait longer to become a property owner. But the ones, the property owners with families, |
believe are greater at risk as the cost of their insurance expenses continues to rise faster than wages.”

“We have the potential of a decline in property values because of rising insurance costs,” Meyer said. “Or
worse, foreclosures.”

During the course of the event, Crest Forest MAC Chair Rick Dinon provided Commissioner Lara with a
whitepaper voicing concerns shared by mountain residents. Amongst the questions posed by the paper were
the following: “How can the Commissioner help communicate the significant wildfire mitigation steps
instituted in the mountain and adjacent communities to insurers and reinsurers?” and “What can
municipalities and counties do to assist the Commissioner in restoring an orderly and competitive insurance
marketplace? How do we measure success?”” Commissioner Lara stated that he would consider the whitepaper
his ‘Christmas reading’ and thanked Dinon for providing him with the material before vowing to provide
Dinon and the mountain community at large with answers to the questions posed in a speedy manner.

Commissioner Lara concluded the evening’s roundtable by reiterating that he is working hard in Sacramento
to help homeowners get approved for full coverage, hold on to their full coverage, and be able to afford their
coverage. “More than half of California’s counties are categorized as a high-risk or extremely-high fire risk,”




Lara said. “There are around 3.6 million homes and apartments addressed in these [high fire risk]
communities and so we’re going to continue to work with the legislature, work with the FAIR Plan, and work
with local governments to figure out how we curtail these issues that are unraveling so many of our local
economies and communities.”

Commissioner Lara’s action to freeze non-renewals for one year affects over one-million homes and rentals,
including 3.6 million homes in the wildland-urban interface across 133 ZIP Codes.

After the meeting, Commissioner Lara fielded a few minutes of ad-hoc questions from the audience.
If you would like to find out if your ZIP code has been affected by the non-renewal moratorium, or if you
have further questions please call the CA Department of Insurance Hotline at 1-800-927-4357 or go to

insurance.ca.gov.

http://www.mountain-news.com/news/article fa8e3e96-299b-11ea-9fda-a793845224f5.html

Mike Horton becomes San Bernardino County’s first deputy fire warden
Staff Writer, Fontana Herald News
Posted: December 27, 2019

Mike Hrton, the fire marshal for the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District, takes the oath of office to become the county's first deputy
fire warden.

Mike Horton, the fire marshal for the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District, took the oath of
office to become the county's first deputy fire warden on Dec. 18.

In addition to his duties as fire marshal (which include the Fire Prevention, Hazardous Materials, and
Household Hazardous Waste divisions), Horton also oversees the county’s law enforcement efforts related to
arson investigations.

“It’s a tremendous honor to be named San Bernardino County’s first deputy fire warden,” Horton said. “The
Office of the Fire Marshal/Deputy Fire Warden will continue to do our part in ensuring the safety and security
of our residents from fire-related crimes. We remain committed to performing our law enforcement activities
in accordance with our service motto with duty, honor, and community.”

Dan Munsey, the new fire chief/fire warden for the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District, took the
oath of office on Dec. 17.

For more information about the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District and the Office of the Fire
Marshal, including safety tips, contact information, and emergency services materials, visit SBCFire.org.

https://www.fontanaheraldnews.com/news/mike-horton-becomes-san-bernardino-county-s-first-deputy-
fire/article 027ea012-28e5-11ea-bh67a-4f9e1265b378.html
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Offroaders lost in snow storm rescued by County Fire personnel
Martin Estacio, Victorville Daily Press
Posted: December 27, 2019, 3:59 pm
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A man and woman, second and third from left, pose with family, friends and first responders after being rescued on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2019. The
pair became stranded in the winter storm near Lytle Creek while offroading. [PHOTO COURTESY OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY FIRE
DEPARTMENT]

A man and a woman who became stranded during a winter storm in the San Bernardino National Forest were
rescued just a day after Christmas.

The San Bernardino County Fire Department received a report at about 10:30 a.m. Thursday that the pair
had been offroading in an area north of Lytle Creek when they became lost due to the heavy snowfall.

The winter storm that started late Wednesday and pummeled most of Southern California dumped half a foot
of new snow in the Lytle Creek area, the National Weather Service reported.

Aircraft to assist the search weren’t able to fly due to poor visibility and weather.
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department personnel were in contact with the lost couple via cell phone,

”... however, reception was poor, and the victims’ phone battery was running low,” a County Fire statement
read.

Using the motorists’ GPS coordinates, fire bulldozer crews traveled more than five miles into the forest to
their last known location.

Initially, though, crews were unable to find them.

The commander of the rescue, Battalion Chief Bryant O’Hara, said prior to the rescue he’d been worried
about the time the two had spent in the storm. O’Hara felt they may have died had they not been found before
night fell.

Then, a radio transmission: “105, Dozer 2. I believe I may have two victims in sight.” A video County Fire
tweeted showed the moment a dozer trudging through the forest pulled up to the two who are seen standing
knee deep in the snow.

Fire officials said the pair was located just before 2:30 p.m. They were brought back by the trail the bulldozer
had made. Both refused transport to the hospital.

“They were welcomed by relieved family and friends,” the County Fire statement read.

O’Hara said he believed extra staffing for the storm and the coordination between County Fire, the Sheriff’s
Department and the dozer team ultimately saved the pair.

https://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20191227/offroaders-lost-in-snow-storm-rescued-by-county-fire-
personnel
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California Interstates Open After Winter Storm Snarls Traffic
Ron Brackett, The Weather Channel
Posted: December 27, 2019

Crews in Southern California worked to clear major roads Friday morning after a winter storm pummeled the
state with snow and ice for the second straight night.

Interstate 5 through the Grapevine Pass north of Los Angeles finally reopened late Friday morning after being
closed for about 36 hours, according to the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). The California
Highway Patrol was escorting motorists over the pass.

Interstate 15 was closed in both directions at the Nevada state line Friday morning, where crews worked to
remove 3 feet of snow and ice. It was also reopened later in the day.

Holiday travelers were stuck in hours-long traffic jams as they sought alternate routes or got caught up in
hazardous road conditions. Some slept overnight in their cars.

"It's awesome, it's beautiful out here. But you don't want to be stuck like the way | was stuck,” a man who was
traveling from Los Angeles to Bakersfield told KABC.

A 60-year-old woman was killed Thursday when the car she was riding in went off a snowy road and crashed
into an embankment in San Diego County, The Associated Press reported.

The system, which has been named Winter Storm Gage by The Weather Channel, is expected to bring heavy
snow, ice and potential blizzard conditions to parts of the Plains this weekend as it moves out of the
Southwest.

The San Bernardino County Fire Department rescued two motorists who became stuck while off-roading in
the San Bernardino National Forest Thursday afternoon. Weather conditions prohibited a search by air, but a
bulldozer blazed a five-mile trail through several feet of snow to reach them, according to a press release.
Hundreds of vehicles got stuck on interstates and thousands of customers lost electricity on Thursday.

Snow and ice caused about 150 cars and trucks to get stuck on I-5 late Wednesday night, according to KCBS.

The California Highway Patrol said a driver was found dead about 8:30 a.m. inside a semitractor trailer on a
part of I-5 that was closed overnight, KABC reported. A cause of death hasn't been announced.

Johnny Lim was stuck for five hours in Cajon Pass. He worried his car wouldn't make it to Las Vegas when
the pass reopened.

"The freeway is full of snow and ice," he told the Associated Press on Thursday, adding that his car "is not
built for conditions like this."

At lower elevations, the problem was rain.

A 52-year-old man had to be rescued from 3 to 6 feet of water in the Sepulveda Basin in Van Nuys at about
2:15 a.m. Thursday, according to the L.A. Times.




A tree was pulled out of the soggy ground in Woodland Hills and damaged the entrance of an apartment
building, KABC reported. It also blocked all lanes of Burbank Boulevard.

In Lynwood, a tree crashed down on two families' homes.
"About 2, 3 in the morning, it was raining pretty hard at the time. Not sure when | heard the loud noise if it

was lightning or a car crash. When | stepped outside, | was able to see a big tree on top of my house,"
homeowner Andy Cisneros told KABC.

Tornado warnings were issued for parts of the Santa Barbara County coast and parts of Orange County late
Wednesday night. No damage was reported.

https://weather.com/safety/news/2019-12-27-winter-storm-impacts-california-southwest
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