NEWS

News Headlines 08/21/2019

> Fire ravages Big Bend state park
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Fire ravages Big Bend state park
Terri Harber, News West, Laughlin Times
Posted: August 21, 2019

Smoke billows into the air as a wildfire rages Sunday afternoon in the Big Bend of the Colorado River State Recreation Area in Laughlin. By
Monday, officials said the fire was about 50% contained. As of that briefing the fire had consumed more than 225 acres. No injuries reported.
Kane Wickham

LAUGHLIN — A wildfire in the Big Bend of the Colorado River State Recreation Area that began Sunday
afternoon had consumed about 225 acres by mid-day Monday.

The fire was termed more than 70% percent contained by mid-day Tuesday, about 48 hours after it erupted in
the dry brush of the popular riverfront park on the Nevada side of the Colorado River.

No one was reported injured and no structures had been lost. About 500 visitors were evacuated from Big
Bend, according to Jennifer Ramella of the Nevada Division of State Parks.

Needles Highway from West Casino Drive to Aha Macav Parkway was closed Sunday afternoon, forcing
motorists traveling between Needles and Laughlin to seek other routes until the road was reopened Monday,
then was closed sporadically as firefighters knocked down occasional flare-ups.

Ramella advised people to stay clear of the area while crews continue their work on the fire.

There were reports of some power poles catching on fire but whether those incidents directly caused utility
outages is unknown, she said.

Resources from Clark County Fire Department, Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Division of Forestry,
National Park Service and the Bullhead City, Fort Mojave and San Bernardino County fire departments
were working to extinguish the blaze that was reported at about 1:30 p.m. Sunday.

Air drops of material to slow the fire began mid-afternoon Sunday. Fire-fighting boats were operating in the
Colorado River during the afternoon as well.

Ramella made note of natural boundaries that should help contain the blaze: The river, park roads, a parking
lot and areas burned in the past. Though the fire jJumped Needles Highway — another boundary — the fire
apparently was held within park boundaries, she said.

Firefighting efforts on Monday included the use of helicopters from BLM and the Nevada Department of
Forestry to dump water on the flames while ground crews worked on searching the grounds, knocking down
hot spots and containing flare-ups.

Big Bend is about nine miles from Davis Dam. A large number of canyons and washes can be found within its
2,100 acres.
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VEGETATION FIRE BURNS TWO ACRES IN LANDERS

Staff Writer, Z107.7 FM News
Posted: August 20, 2019

A vegetation fire burned about two acres at a private residence in Landers Monday afternoon. County Fire
Battalion Chief Donnie Viloria said Yucca Mesa firefighters were the first to arrive at the fire on Junipero
Road and Balsa Avenue, about 12:10 p.m., and were assisted by Yucca Valley, Joshua Tree, and the Bureau
of Land Management at Black Rock Canyon. Firefighters were on the scene about three hours. The cause is
undetermined at this time.

http://z1077fm.com/vegetation-fire-burns-two-acres-in-landers/



http://z1077fm.com/vegetation-fire-burns-two-acres-in-landers/

