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                NEWS RELEASE

        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

         Mark A. Hartwig
                                                                                                                                   Fire Chief / Fire Warden
DATE:
 June 2, 2015
CONTACT:
Donnie Viloria, Fire Captain/Public Information Officer 


(760) 366-8423
 Trailer Fire in Joshua Tree Kills Several Goats
Date/Time:  June 2, 2015, at 3:45 PM 
Location:    64000 Block Moonlight Mesa Road, Joshua Tree
Incident:     Trailer Fire with Adjacent Structures Threatened
Summary:  San Bernardino County Fire Department Firefighters responded to a reported Motorhome Fire on the 64000 block of Moonlight Mesa Road in Joshua Tree. The call was later upgraded to a full structure fire response due to multiple reports indicating adjacent structures involved. When crews arrived on scene they encountered a travel trailer fully involved in fire to the rear of an occupied structure. First arriving units quickly deployed hose lines for an exterior fire attack thus keeping the fire in check until additional help arrived. As crews began to gain control of the fire it was determined that several goats kept penned up between one of the residences and the trailer had succumbed to extreme heat and smoke. Additional goats on the property were saved as firefighters rallied to protect them with aggressive fire attack methods. A thorough search of the structures was quickly completed as well and no occupants were determined to be inside. After arrival it took approximately 15 minutes for nine firefighters to extinguish the fatal blaze.
The fire was only discovered when neighbors nearby smelled smoke and came outside to find the trailer and surrounding buildings beginning to burn and at that time immediately called 911. No one was home at the time of the fire. Smoke from the fire could be seen from 15 miles away.
The fire cause at this time is still unknown and under investigation. Investigators estimate the total loss at $10,000. 
San Bernardino County Fire Department reminds residents to access 911 resources early to prevent further loss of property. In addition residents are reminded to report suspicious activity to the proper authorities for investigation. 
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