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News Headlines 06/26/2020 

➢ Fatal Collision on State Route 38 

➢ COUNTY FIRE MAKES IT EASY TO REPORT ILLEGAL FIREWORKS 

➢ Earlier fireworks season means more hazards, headaches for first responders and residents 

➢ Semi-truck fire along I-40 eastbound Thursday evening 

➢ How they voted: Needles City Council 

 

  

http://sbcfire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Bernardino-County-Fire/1400619100152023
https://twitter.com/SBCOUNTYFIRE
https://www.youtube.com/user/SBCOUNTYFIRE


2 

 

 

 
 

Fatal Collision on State Route 38 
Steve Cassling, KBHR 93.3 & 102.5 FM Big Bear News 

Posted: June 26, 2020 

 

Big Bear News – Angeles Oaks, CA – On Wednesday, June 24, at approximately 1:10pm, a 35-year-old male 

from Los Angeles, was driving a 2016 Hyundai Veloster westbound on State Route 38 west of Forest Road 

1N86, without wearing a seatbelt. 

 

A 23-year-old female driver with a 16-year-old female passenger from the city of Murrieta, were in a 2014 

Toyota Rav-4 on eastbound State Route 38 ahead of the 2016 Hyundai Veloster. For unknown reasons, the 

Veloster was traveling westbound in the eastbound lanes at a high rate of speed. 

 

The 23-year-old female had no time to apply the brakes to her vehicle and the front end of the Hyundai 

Veloster collided into the front end of the Toyota Rav-4. The driver of the Hyundai sustained major injuries 

and succumbed to his injuries at the scene. The driver of the Toyota sustained moderate injuries and her 16-

year-old passenger sustained minor injuries. They were transported to Loma Linda University Medical Center 

by San Bernardino County Fire to receive treatment for their injuries. 

 

https://kbhr933.com/current-news/fatal-collision-on-state-route-38/ 

 
 

COUNTY FIRE MAKES IT EASY TO REPORT ILLEGAL FIREWORKS 
SARA SNYDER, Z107.7 FM News 

Posted: June 26, 2020 

 

 
 

Every summer, the fire and Sheriff’s departments receive numerous calls about residents who are setting off 

illegal fireworks. While officials follow-up on these reports, the lack of evidence often hinders their 

investigations. Managing editor Tami Roleff says the county fire department has created a new tool to help 

residents report suspected illegal fireworks… 

 

Despite the fact that all fireworks are illegal in San Bernardino County, many residents continue to buy and 

set off fireworks, which is especially hazardous during wildfire season. The fine for setting off illegal 

fireworks is $1,250 for the first offense with the possibility of arrest. 

 

In order to issue citations or make arrests, county fire officials must have definitive proof of the illegal 

activity, something that’s hard to obtain when they arrive after the fact. To help firefighters, the County Fire 

Office has created a link on the county fire website where residents can make an anonymous report with the 

date, time, and specific location of the alleged activity. Photos and videos can be included in the report. Links 

to make a report can be found at SBCFire.org. 

 

To make an anonymous report, residents may visit https://bit.ly/SBCoReportFireworks. Be sure to include the 

date, time, and specific location of the alleged activity. Any photos and videos of incidents will aid in the 

investigation of alleged violations. Photos and videos may be included in the submission of each report.  

 

 

https://kbhr933.com/current-news/fatal-collision-on-state-route-38/
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Residents may make an anonymous report by accessing this platform through a QR code distributed 

throughout the county, as well as through links on SBCFire.org. 

 

http://z1077fm.com/county-fire-makes-it-easy-to-report-illegal-fireworks/ 

 
 

Earlier fireworks season means more hazards, headaches for first responders and 

residents 
Alma Fausto and Brian Rokos, Orange County Register / Press Enterprise / SCNG 

Posted: June 26, 2020, 8:00 am 

 

 
Officers in San Bernardino have been patrolling the city in search of illegal fireworks. On Tuesday, June 23, they seized 3,270 pounds of the illicit 

explosives and made 21 arrests, authorities said. (Courtesy of the San Bernardino Police Department) 

 

Rather than wait for the Fourth of July, many Southern California residents are blowing off quarantine steam 

by blowing up mostly-illegal fireworks — earlier than ever, shaken neighbors say. 

 

The trend has heightened concerns among those who have to endure the relentless, home-rattling blasts in 

their streets, police who find it hard to quell lawbreakers and medical workers who must deal with at times 

horrific consequences. 

 

Many cities, because of coronavirus social-distancing concerns, have canceled public fireworks displays that 

typically wrangle people as viewers, not participants. Authorities wonder if that has fanned the move to ignite 

the pyrotechnics at home sooner than later. 

 

“If you or your family are feeling under siege by illegal fireworks right now, you’re not alone,” Los Angeles 

City Attorney Mike Feuer said Thursday. “It seems like they’re exploding in every neighborhood of our city. 

Nobody knows why this year of all years this phenomenon is occurring, not just across the city of Los 

Angeles but across the nation. 

 

“It’s very, very dangerous.” 

 

Rattled neighborhoods  

 

“They’re shooting off every night,” North Long Beach resident Dante Macatantan said. “Like M-80 

professional-grade fireworks … straight up blasts.” 

 

He said it was around Mother’s Day this year when he started hearing fireworks. 

 

“There are a lot of people who are suffering, like people with PTSD or people with dogs. I have my own 

anxiety and it aggravates it,” said Macatantan, 34. 

 

Rod Jerls, 73, a resident of the Riverside County community of Home Gardens, said he left the military with 

PTSD after serving in the Marines for 15 years, including a stint as a door gunner on a helicopter in Vietnam. 

The sudden explosions trigger mild to severe reactions. 

 

http://z1077fm.com/county-fire-makes-it-easy-to-report-illegal-fireworks/
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“I feel like I’m being shot at. I get to the point where I shake and can’t hold a cup of coffee,” Jerls said. 

 

Moreno Valley resident Dawn Kalapp said she is convinced that some people simply don’t care about others 

like Jerls. 

 

“I think there’s a lack of compassion for others lately,” said Kalapp, who said this has been the “worst year” 

for fireworks illegally being shot off. 

 

Feuer, in a Thursday news conference, said children with special needs and sensory issues are especially 

affected. 

 

And Kalapp, 49, became emotional as she spoke about Sadie, her 7-year-old springer spaniel. Putting her in a 

closet and playing classical music and turning up the TV volume as blasts rock the neighborhood behind Lake 

Perris hasn’t helped. 

 

“When these fireworks go off, she goes into a frenzy, eyes wide, rapid breathing, drooling, trying to hide,” she 

said. 

 

Macatantan, a Disneyland performer, has lived in Long Beach for only about one year but said he’s already 

considered moving. Instead, in late May he created a Facebook group, Long Beach Against Illegal Fireworks, 

geared at reducing the fireworks he says plagues the city. 

 

Members of the Long Beach Facebook group liken the city to a war zone: loud booms, rattling windows, 

smoke and howls of terrified dogs. The group has grown to more than 1,500 members. Many do more than 

grumble online. 

 

Some lobby city officials during council meetings, while others scour online for sales of illicit fireworks. 

Others patrol neighborhoods, taking cell phone videos of those setting them off. 

 

Long Beach Mayor Robert Garcia addressed the matter on Monday, June 22, on Twitter. 

 

“The fireworks these last few years have been horrific. Especially this year,” he said. “It’s happening all 

across the state and these fireworks are getting more dangerous and accessible. We have already confiscated 

tons of illegal fireworks but need (a) different approach. Need a statewide ban.” 

 

All fireworks are illegal in the city of Los Angeles, which has been developing a major awareness campaign 

about the negative impacts of the explosives, Feuer said. 

 

“The issue of illegal fireworks is a quality of life issue and a public safety issue.” 

 

Enforcement Challenge 

 

There are two categories of fireworks: the so-called safe-and-sane variety approved by the state Fire Marshal 

such as cones and sparklers, and the illegal-everywhere variety that can fly through the sky or move along the 

ground. 
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Safe and sane fireworks are legal only in pockets in Southern California, such as in a handful of Riverside 

County desert cities and south of the 210 Freeway in the city of San Bernardino. Of Orange County’s 34 

cities, only 10 allow them. 

 

Catching the lawbreakers is not so easy, police agencies say. 

 

Many have dedicated tip lines where people can report activity. The Riverside County Sheriff’s Department 

has a task force working out of its Moreno Valley station. Riverside police plan to have an extra 30-35 

officers on fireworks duty on July 4. 

 

But that doesn’t easily translate into arrests or citations. 

 

Santa Ana police are planning on staffing up for the weekend of the holiday, said Cpl. Anthony Bertagna. The 

Fourth falls on a Saturday this year. 

 

“We anticipate four days of activity,” he said. 

 

Already in Santa Ana, one of the densest cities in Orange County, the calls have been continual, Bertagna 

said. 

 

“We respond to the calls, but there’s only so many of us.” 

 

“By the time (residents) call about fireworks and we get it to dispatch, they have already gone off, so unless 

they continue to do it and you catch them, there’s not a lot we can do,” he said. 

 

Anaheim police echoed those sentiments. 

 

“We have to catch somebody doing it,” said Sgt. Shane Carringer. While the fines are steep — $1,000 for a 

first offense — those responsible are hard to nab. 

 

“Oftentimes we get residential complaints, even they don’t know where (fireworks) are coming from,” 

Carringer said. 

 

Safe and sane fireworks are legal in Santa Ana but those have yet to go on sale. Somehow, the illegal 

fireworks — that rain fountains of light in the sky or just detonate a loud explosion–are aplenty. 

 

Already, authorities have seized thousands of pounds of illegal fireworks throughout Southern California. 

 

Bertagna said most of the time, people cross state lines into Nevada and Arizona to stock up on the 

combustibles. Around the time of the holiday, designated officers will work operations to take down sellers. 

Last week, Santa Ana police seized more than 1,500 illegal fireworks during an enforcement operation. Soon 

after, more mass busts followed. 

 

The San Bernardino Police Department has been deploying teams in the evening to track and confiscate illicit 

fireworks. On Tuesday, police officers seized about 3,270 pounds of illegal fireworks; officers arrested 21 

people and issued 11 fines, authorities said. 
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Earlier this month, Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputies at the Carson station seized $12,000 worth of illegal 

fireworks and cited 17 people. Typically deputies do patrols for fireworks in early July, but this year they 

started in June because of the early start of the activity, deputies said. 

 

Meanwhile, numerous fires are under investigation that may yet be attributed to fireworks. 

 

In San Bernardino County in June, a spark from fireworks hit a palm tree that burst into flames. The blaze 

spread to an SUV, said Fire Department spokesman Eric Sherwin. 

 

In Santa Ana, police anticipate the nighttime blasts will continue, especially now that the annual display at 

Centennial Park has been canceled. 

 

“There’s nowhere for them to go,” Bertagna said of the city’s residents. 

 

Injury danger 

 

Whether illegal or legal, all fireworks can be dangerous. 

 

David Wong, chief of trauma and critical care services at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center in Colton, said 

the burn unit he directs treats a handful of the most serious injuries every year, including patients who lose 

parts of their hands. 

 

Last month, a child about 8 came in with most of the skin blown off a hand when a firework he was holding 

exploded. 

 

Wong said many people injured by fireworks are children. Adults are showing them the explosive when it 

detonates. A person holding a firework panics and throws it in the direction of a child. Or an aerial firework 

lands in a stroller. 

 

“Sometimes the adults are not aware the kids are on fire until it becomes pretty serious,” Wong said. 

 

Children are some of the most vulnerable to fireworks injuries. 

 

“Their skin is a lot thinner,” said Dr. Andrea Dunkelman, medical director of the Orange County Burn Center. 

The seemingly-innocuous sparkling wands so popular with kids is a common culprit for burns in youth. 

 

Skin grafts are sometimes necessary, and there isn’t a drug powerful enough to completely ease the agony, 

Wong said. 

 

“That is described constantly as one of the most painful things they can experience,” he said. 

 

Steven Kim, chief of the emergency department at Riverside Community Hospital, said his ER sees few 

fireworks injuries on July 4th — instead mostly heat-related illnesses, near-drownings and broken bones from 

softball games. 

 

But he worries that could change this year. 

 



7 

 

 

 
 

“We’ve been in this lockdown state for a while and people are getting cabin fever,” he said. “As our 

communities start loosening up quite a bit, people are going to be looking for fireworks and there is the 

potential they will try to set more off. I would predict we will have a higher incidence this year than previous 

years of fireworks-related injuries.” 

 

The Orange County Burn Center, located at OC Global Medical Center in Santa Ana, sees about 20 to 30 

patients during a typical July 4th holiday, Dunkelman said. So far, doctors there have not yet seen any 

fireworks-related injuries, she said, but this year the staff has another factor to consider: coronavirus. 

 

“People are afraid to come to emergency rooms,” she said, adding that the hospital is taking proper 

precautions. “I don’t want people to delay their treatment because they’re afraid of COVID. Burns scar very 

quickly if they’re not treated.” 

 

She also wonders if the pandemic might help to stem the number of fireworks injuries. “Maybe there will be 

fewer with people staying home and not having big parties because of COVID,” she said. 

 

Cal Fire/Riverside County Fire Capt. Fernando Herrera doesn’t share that view. 

 

“I think we’ll see a lot more versus other years,” he said. 

 

https://www.pe.com/2020/06/26/earlier-fireworks-season-means-more-hazards-headaches-for-first-

responders-and-residents/ 

 
 

Semi-truck fire along I-40 eastbound Thursday evening 
Staff Writer, Today's News-Herald / Havasu News 

Posted: June 26, 2020 

 

 
A firefighter works at the scene of a semi-truck fire along I-40 Thursday. 

Zachary Lopez/ZachNews 

 

A semi-truck caught fire Thursday evening along eastbound Interstate 40 just west of Five Mile Road, 

ZachNews reported. 

 

The San Bernardino County Fire Department and California Highway Patrol are on scene along the right 

shoulder of eastbound Interstate 40. 

 

Some vegetation along the right shoulder also caught fire, and traffic is backed up to State Route 95. 

 

Motorists are being asked to use SR-95 south to Five Mile Road east as an alternate route around the incident. 

 

https://www.havasunews.com/free_access/semi-truck-fire-along-i-40-eastbound-thursday-

evening/article_2f309c6e-b747-11ea-9010-639aaca19b6d.html 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pe.com/2020/06/26/earlier-fireworks-season-means-more-hazards-headaches-for-first-responders-and-residents/
https://www.pe.com/2020/06/26/earlier-fireworks-season-means-more-hazards-headaches-for-first-responders-and-residents/
https://www.havasunews.com/free_access/semi-truck-fire-along-i-40-eastbound-thursday-evening/article_2f309c6e-b747-11ea-9010-639aaca19b6d.html
https://www.havasunews.com/free_access/semi-truck-fire-along-i-40-eastbound-thursday-evening/article_2f309c6e-b747-11ea-9010-639aaca19b6d.html


8 

 

 

 
 

How they voted: Needles City Council 
SAUL A. FLORES, News West / Needles Desert Star / Mohave Daily News 

Posted: June 25, 2020 

 

How they voted: Needles City Council, Needles Public Utility Authority meeting in regular session on June 

23. Councilors Tona Belt, Louise Evans, Shawn Gudmundson, Zachery Longacre, Vice Mayor Ed Paget M.D. 

and Timothy Terral were present. Mayor Williams was excused, Vice Mayor Paget presided over the meeting. 

 

Conference with legal counsel regarding potential initiation of litigation (one potential case) 

 

Public employee performance evaluation, employee title: city manager. 

 

NCC action item, consent calendar including: 

 

Approve warrants register through June 23, 2020. 

 

Waive the reading and adopt Resolution 2020-36 approve a 12 Amendment to and extension of the license 

between the city of Needles and Bonnie Baker Senior Center for use of the kitchen and a portion of the dining 

area in the Needles Senior Citizens Center during the 2020-21 fiscal year. 

 

Approve the budget revisions for the 2019-20 fiscal year of the Needles Area Transit to include $43,951 in 

FTA CARES Act Section 5311 revenues and a reduction of the same amount in the State Transit Assistance 

(STA) operations revenues; carry-over the $43951 into the 2020-21 fiscal year in STA operations revenues 

already received by the city. 

 

Approve a budget revision for the 2020-21 fiscal year for the NAT to carry-over $43,951 in STA operations 

revenues already received by the city. 

 

Waive the reading and adopt Resolution 2020-37 authorizing the city of tile an application for and receipt of 

local Local Government Planning Support Grant Program Funds, Local Early Action Planning Grants 

(LEAP). 

 

Accept the work completed by Jonovich Companies for the installation of the new fiberglass K Street Lift 

Station located at 417 North K Street and authorize staff to record a notice of completion with the San 

Bernardino County Recorder’s Office. 

 

Waive the reading and adopt Resolution 2020-38 Auditor-Controller/Treasurer/Tax Collector agreement for 

the collection of special taxes, fees and assessments fiscal year 2020-21. 

 

Waive threading and adopt Resolution 2020-39 approving a funding request for nine capital improvements 

projects totaling $50 million of investment into the city of Needles road and sidewalks, wastewater and 

drinking water systems, parks and recreation and electrical distribution system from Phase 4 of the 

CoronaVirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES). 

 

Waive the reading adopt Ordinance No. 630-AC, as amended, rescinding Ordinance No. 563-AC amending 

Chapter 9 “Fire Protection” of the Needles Municipal Code and adopting the San Bernardino County Fire 

Ordinance FDP 20-01 referencing the 2019 Edition of the California Fire Code along with certain changes 

modifications, amendments, additions, deletions and exceptions relating to fire regulations and authorize the 

mayor to sign a transmittal letter. 
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Belt-Y, Evans-Y, Gudmundson-Y, Longacre-Y, Paget-Y, Terral-Y 

 

NCC action item: Approve Ordinance No. 631-AC (first reading and post) amending, in part, Chapter 2, 

Article 8 of the Needles Municipal Code expanding smoking prohibitions within the city of include 

playground areas and prohibiting the use of electronic smoking devices within the city-owned facilities. There 

was a motion to table the item to the next meeting on July 14 to be able to have a full council. 

 

Belt-Y, Evans-Y, Gudmundson-Y, Longacre-Y, Terral-Y 

 

NCC information item: Emergency declaration status updates. 

 

Vice mayor Paget ended the meeting in memory of former council member Tom Darcy who passed away. 

 

Key: Y is a yes vote, N is a no vote, A is abstain from voting. Council members must abstain in the case of a 

conflict of interest. Mayor Jeff Williams, or the presiding officer in his absence, votes only in the case of a tie. 

The presiding officer does vote on the actions of the Needles Public Utility Authority, Public Financing 

Authority and Successor Agency to the Redevelopment Agency. Ordinances require two separate readings 

and affirmative votes of at least four council members for passage. Emergency ordinances may be passed on 

one reading but require five affirmative votes. Resolutions require one reading with four affirmative votes and 

take effect immediately. 

 

http://www.mohavedailynews.com/needles_desert_star/how-they-voted-needles-city-

council/article_6da92cde-b726-11ea-b1e7-e3789b4908da.html 

 

http://www.mohavedailynews.com/needles_desert_star/how-they-voted-needles-city-council/article_6da92cde-b726-11ea-b1e7-e3789b4908da.html
http://www.mohavedailynews.com/needles_desert_star/how-they-voted-needles-city-council/article_6da92cde-b726-11ea-b1e7-e3789b4908da.html

