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COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO
PUBLIC AND SUPPORT
SERVICES GROUP

LAND USE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

385 North Arrowhead Avenue * San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182
(909) 387-4141 « Fax (909) 387-4228
http://www.sbcounty.gov/landuseservices

JULIE RYNERSON ROCK
Director

DATE: November 3, 2008
TO: Interested Organizations and Individuals

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE HACIENDA AT
FAIRVIEW VALLEY PROJECT.

Dear Reader / Reviewer:

The San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Project (Project). The project site is located in western San Bernardino County, within the Fairview
Valley area in the sphere of influence of the Town of Apple Valley, which is immediately west of the proposed project site. The
proposed project consists of approximately 1,557 acres of residential, commercial, and open space uses. It provides for a master-
planned residential community with equestrian, family-oriented, and active adult (55+) lifestyles, for a total of 3,114 residential
units. Supporting land uses include retail/commercial, parks, recreation, open space, public safety, and public facilities. The
Project also includes three overlay districts: Equestrian Overlay, Golf Course Overlay, and Commercial Overlay.

This notice is a request for environmental information that you or your organization believes should be addressed in the EIR. Due
to time limits, as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), your response should be sent at the earliest
possible date, but no later than thirty (30) days after publication of this notice. Comments and questions may be directed to Doug
Feremenga, Senior Planner, 385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182.

In addition to receiving written comments, the Land Use Services Department will be conducting a public scoping meeting at
6:30 p.m. on November 18, 2008. The meeting will be held at the Rancho Verde Elementary School, 14334 Pioneer Road,
Apple Valley, CA 92307.

A copy of the Initial Study may also be viewed at the following locations:

San Bernardino County San Bernardino County Library
Land Use Services Department Apple Valley Newton T Bass Branch
Advance Planning Division, 1 Floor 14901 Dale Evans Parkway

385 North Arrowhead Avenue Apple Valley, CA 92307

San Bernardino, CA 92415

The Initial Study / Environmental Checklist can also be viewed online at www.sbcounty.gov/landuseservices; click on Public
Notices-Projects. For further information or to obtain a copy, call Doug Feremenga at 909-387-0240.

MARK UFFER
County Administrative Officer
NORMAN A. KANOLD ) Board of Supervisors
Assistant County Administrator BRAD MITZELFELT. .. ...... First District DENNIS HANSBERGER .. .. ...... Third District
Public and Support Services Group PAUL BIANE, Chair. . . ... ... Second District GARY C. OVITT, Vice Chair . . . .. ... Fourth District

JOSIE GONZALES. ........ Fifth District


http://www.sbcounty.gov/landuseservices

.Figure 1.1: Regional Location Map
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Figure 1.2: Site Plan
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Summary of Hacienda at Fairview Valley
Location and Acreage
Assessor Parcel Numbers Section / Township / Range Total Acres
0436 032 21
0436 032 30
0436 261 10 S3 T5N R2W 434
0436 261 14
0436 021 13
0436 021 14 S4 T5N R2W 319
0436 021 15
0436 021 16 S5 T5N R2W 165
0436 041 02
0436 041 03 S10 T5N R2W 200
0436 041 04
0436 041 16 S11 T5N R2W 80
0436 081 01
0436 081 02
0436 081 04 S14 T5N R2W 359
0436 081 05
Specific Plan Area Total 1,557




SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY
INITIAL STUDY ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

This form and the descriptive information in the application package constitute the contents of Initial
Study pursuant to County Guidelines under Ordinance 3040 and Section 15063 of the State CEQA
Guidelines.

PROJECT LABEL:

APN: 0436-021-13, 14, 15, 16: 0436-041-02, 03, 04,
16; 0436-081-01, 02, 04, 05; 0436-032-21, 30;
0436-261-10, 14.

APPLICANT: HACIENDA AT FAIRVIEW VALLEY USGS Quad: Fairview Valley

COMMUNITY: T, R, Section: Portions of

APPLE VALLEY T5N R2W  Sec.3, 4,5,
10, 11, 14
LOCATION: NORTHEAST CORNER OF LAGUNA SECA Thomas Bros.: ,

DRIVE AND CAHUILLA ROAD PAGE 4298; GRID J2

PROJECT NO: P200700944/SP Planning Area: DESERT SUBREGION

STAFF: TRACY CREASON LUZD: RL-5, RL-20, RL-40

REP('S): ALLARD ENGINEERING
PROPOSAL: A) GENERAL PLAN LAND USE ZONING
DISTRICT AMENDMENT FROM RL-5, RL-20
AND RL-40 TO SP (SPECIFIC PLAN) ON
1,557 ACRES; B) SPECIFIC PLAN FOR A
MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY,
INCLUDING 3,114 RESIDENTIAL UNITS, 15
ACRES OF COMMERCIAL, AND 336 ACRES
OF PARKS, EQUESTRIAN AND OPEN
SPACE ON 1,557 ACRES

ALQUIST-PRIOLO EARTHQUAKE

Overlays:  cx0LT zONE

PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION:

Lead agency: County of San Bernardino
Land Use Services Department - Current Planning
15456 W. Sage Street
Victorville, CA 92392

Contact person: Tracy Creason, Senior Planner
Phone No: (760) 843-4340 Fax No: (760) 843-4338
E-mail:  tcreason@Iusd.sbcounty.gov

Project Sponsor:  Allard Engineering
8253 Sierra Avenue
Fontana, CA 92335
(909) 356-1815

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The proposed project is a General Plan Land Use Zoning District Amendment for a mixed-use
master planned community including 3,114 total residential units (2,815 deed-restricted active
adult units and 299 larger lot traditional units); 15-acre neighborhood commercial and public
safety complex; and 336 acres of open space uses within a 1,557-acre site.
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APPLICANT: HACIENDA AT FAIRVIEW VALLEY

PROJECT NUMBER: P200700944

February 19, 2008

ENVIRONMENTAL/EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS:

Project Site: Topography — Vast majority of site is a relatively flat valley with less than 5%
average slope. Perimeter areas include some foothills exceeding 15% slope. Soil Stability —
Site soils contain alluvium sediment and sandy soils in the valley areas and granitic quartz
comprise the slopes. Potential for liquefaction and/or landslides onsite are very low. Northeast
corner of site is within Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone for the regional Helendale-South
Lockhart Fault. Biota- Site shows long history of habitat disturbance due to ranching and feral
animals. Primary vegetation community is Mojave creosote bush scrub. This includes Joshua
Trees. Burrowing owls were detected during focused surveys. No Desert Tortoise individuals
or signs were detected during focused surveys. Cultural- Remains of several historic
homesteads scatter the project site. Scenic- Views from site are dominated by the surrounding
Granite and Fairview Mountains which abut the site. Structures- Site contains remnants of
primitive residential structures, grazing/ranching areas and dry farming including water
conveyance systems. There is no human habitation currently onsite. Power poles and dirt
roads traverse the site.

Surrounding Properties: Biota- Areas which have not yet been developed contain similar
plant/animal species as subject site. Adjacent Land Uses- Nearby properties are semi-rural
residential comprised of single family homes on one-acre and greater lots. Vacant residential
lots and lots under construction are also adjacent to the subject site. Portions of project site
abut adjacent BLM managed lands.

AREA EXISTING LAND USE LAND USE ZONING DISTRICT
Site Vacant RL-5, RL-20, RL-40
North Single Residential, Open Space (BLM) RL-5, RL-20, RL-40
South Single Residential, Open Space (BLM) RL, RC

East Single Residential, Open Space (BLM) RL-20, RL-40, RC

West Single Residential RS-1

Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation
agreement.):

Federal: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of Land Management
State of California: Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, California Department of Fish
and Game,;

County of San Bernardino: Land Use Services Department - Building and Safety Division, Public
Health Department - Environmental Health Services Division, Special Districts Department, Public
Works Department;

Local: Apple Valley Fire Protection District (AVFPD), Apple Valley Unified School District, Apple
Valley Park District, and Mojave Water Agency.
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EVALUATION FORMAT

This initial study is prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines. This format of the study is presented as follows. The project is evaluated based upon its
effect on seventeen (17) major categories of environmental factors. Each factor is reviewed by
responding to a series of questions regarding the impact of the project on each element of the overall
factor. The Initial Study Checklist provides a formatted analysis that provides a determination of the
effect of the project on the factor and its elements. The effect of the project is categorized into one of
the following four categories of possible determinations:

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation

Substantiation is then provided to justify each determination. One of the four following conclusions is
then provided as a summary of the analysis for each of the major environmental factors.

1. No Impact. No impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation measures are required.

2. Less than Significant Impact. No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no
mitigation measures are required.

3. Less than Significant with Mitigation. Possible significant adverse impacts have been identified or
anticipated and the following mitigation measures are required as a condition of project approval to
reduce these impacts to a level below significant. The required mitigation measures are: (List
mitigation measures)

4. Potentially Significant Impact. Significant adverse impacts have been identified or anticipated. An
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required to evaluate these impacts, which are (Listing the
impacts requiring analysis within the EIR).

At the end of the analysis the required mitigation measures are restated and categorized as being
either self- monitoring or as requiring a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

[X] Aesthetics [] Agriculture Resources X Air Quality

X| Biological Resources [X] Cultural Resources X] Geology /Soils

X| Hazards & Hazardous Materials XI Hydrology / Water Quality X] Land Use/ Planning
[] Mineral Resources [X] Noise X] Population / Housing
[X] Public Services [X] Recreation XI Transportation/Traffic
X] Utilities / Service Systems X I\S/Iizgﬁit;);)égindings of

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the following finding is made:

u The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a
[ ] significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

|Z The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact” or "potentially significant unless
mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an
[ ] earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION

[ ] pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the
proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature (prepared by): TRACY CREASON, Project Planner Date

Signature: JOHN SCHATZ, Supervising Planner Date



Initial Study Checklist Page 5 of 36
APN: 0436-021-13, 14, 15, 16: 0436-041-02, 03, 04, 16; 0436-081-01, 02, 04, 05; 0436-032-21, 30; 0436-261-10, 14
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d)

| a)

I b)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

AESTHETICS - Would the project
Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic

vista? X [] [] []

Substantially damage scenic resources, including
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? [] [] X []

Substantially degrade the existing visual character
or quality of the site and its surroundings? X [] [] []

Create a new source of substantial light or glare,
which would adversely affect day or nighttime

views in the area? X L] [] []

SUBSTANTIATION (Check [] if project is located within the view-shed of any Scenic Route

listed in the General Plan):

Potentially significant impact anticipated. A "scenic area" is defined by the San Bernardino
County General Plan as follows: Areas that provide a vista of undisturbed natural areas,
including a unique or unusual feature that comprises an important or dominant portion of the
viewshed, or an area that offers a distant vista that provides relief from less attractive views
of nearby features. The proposed project, which is not adjacent to a scenic highway, is
currently vacant, private property and adjacent to existing residentially zoned areas on three
sides. Views across this generally flat to gently sloping site terminate at the Granite and
Fairview Mountains landforms, which visually define the Fairview Valley. Further evaluation
of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact
Report.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The proposed project will not substantially
damage scenic resources including but not limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway, because the site is not adjacent to a state scenic
highway.

Potentially significant impact anticipated. A "scenic area” is defined by the San Bernardino
County General Plan as follows: Areas that provide a vista of undisturbed natural areas,
including a unique or unusual feature that comprises an important or dominant portion of the
viewshed, or an area that offers a distant vista that provides relief from less attractive views
of nearby features. The proposed project, which is not adjacent to a scenic highway, is
currently vacant, privately-owned property and is adjacent to existing residentially zoned
areas on three sides. Views across this generally flat to gently sloping site terminate at the
Granite and Fairview Mountains landforms, which visually define the Fairview Valley.
Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.
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I d) Potentially significant impact anticipated. The proposed project could create a new source
of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area.
The site is adjacent to existing residential development and open space areas. Further
evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.

The project has the potential to result in significant aesthetic impacts and these impacts and
possible mitigation measures should be evaluated and analyzed in an Environmental Impact
Report.
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b)

Il a)

Il b)

Il c)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

AGRICULTURE RESOURCES - In determining
whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to the California Agricultural Land
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Department of
Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland.
Would the project:

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland) as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural

use? [] [] [] 2

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract? [] [] [] X

Involve other changes in the existing environment,
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use? [] [] [] X

SUBSTANTIATION (Check [] if project is located in the Important Farmlands Overlay):

No impact is anticipated. The subject property is not identified or designated as Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide. Importance on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency. There are no agricultural uses on the site currently.

No impact is anticipated. The subject property is currently designated Rural Living (RL) and
the proposed use does not conflict with any agricultural land use or Williamson Act land
conservation contract.

No impact is anticipated. The subject property is designated as Rural Living (RL) and the
proposed use does not involve other changes in the existing environment that, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Prime Farmland, to a non-agricultural use.

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation
measures are required.
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d)

e)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

AIR QUALITY - Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control district may
be relied upon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan? X [] [] []

Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality

violation? X [] [] []

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions, which exceed quantitative

thresholds for ozone precursors)? X [] [] []
Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations? [] [] X [l
Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people? [] [] X [l

SUBSTANTIATION (Discuss conformity with the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management

Plan, if applicable):

lll a) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project is located within the Mojave Desert

Air Basin under the jurisdiction of the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District
(MDAQMD). The MDAQMD covers the desert portion of San Bernardino County. This area
IS in non-attainment for particulate matter ten microns in diameter or less (PMuo), particulate
matter two-and-one-half microns in diameter or less (PM2s), and Ozone (O3). In 1994, the
MDAQMD adopted the Mojave Desert Planning Area - Federal Particulate Matter
Attainment Plan, which includes control measures to reduce dust emissions from
construction activities. The MDAQMD later adopted the 2004 Ozone Attainment Plan. In
December 2006, the MDAQMD issued a document entitled California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and Federal Conformity Guidelines. As part of the EIR, an Air Quality Impact
Analysis is required to determine the level of air quality impact associated with the project
for emissions due to construction and operation.
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11l b)

Il c)

11l d)

Il )

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. As stated in Ill a), the MDAQMD area is in non-
attainment status for PM1o, PM25and Os. The project may violate an air quality standard or
contribute substantially to these existing air quality violations. Implementation of feasible
measures to reduce project emissions should be examined in the Air Quality Analysis
portion of the EIR.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project is within a region that is in non-
attainment for PM1o, PM2s and Os. The project, in addition to the existing development and
known proposed developments, could result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of
criteria pollutants. Implementation of feasible measures to reduce project emissions should
be examined in the Air Quality Analysis section of the EIR.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project site is located approximately 2 miles
from Sycamore Rocks Elementary School, a land use considered a sensitive receptor. It is
not anticipated that the project will expose this sensitive receptor to substantial pollutant
concentrations, although further analysis contained in the Air Quality section of the EIR will
verify this presumption.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not create objectionable odors
affecting a substantial number of people because the non-residential uses are limited to
neighborhood-scale commercial / retail uses only.

The project has the potential to result in significant air quality impacts. Stationary and mobile
source air emissions from construction and operation of the proposed project should be
examined in the Environmental Impact Report. Furthermore, identification of greenhouse
gas emission reduction measures consistent with the California Global Warming Solutions
Act (AB 32) is required.
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b)

d)

f)

IV a)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

Have substantial adverse effects, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? X [] [] []

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, and
regulations or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service? X [] [] []

Have a substantial adverse effect on federally
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc...) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other

means? [] X [] []

Interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife

nursery sites? X [] [] []

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance? X [] [] []

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional
or state habitat conservation plan? [] [] [] X

SUBSTANTIATION (Check if project is located in the Biological Resources Overlay or
contains habitat for any species listed in the California Natural
Diversity Database [X)):

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The subject property is located outside of the
habitat range for Mohave Ground Squirrel. The proposed project is not located within
designated critical habitat for desert tortoise (a state and federally-listed threatened
species) although suitable habitat is present on small, nhon-contiguous portions of the site
(approximately 13% of the total area) and desert tortoise or their sign are known to occur in
the project site vicinity. The site-specific Biological Survey Report conducted by TDA
Associates, Inc. from April to September, 2007 found no active desert tortoise or burrows
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on site. The burrowing owl is a state and federal species of special concern. Burrowing
owl and their sign were observed in several locations on the site. If the Burrowing owl is
listed as a threatened or endangered species, an incidental take permit may be required
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and Game.
The impacts to endangered species and appropriate mitigation measures should be
addressed in an Environmental Impact Report.

IV b) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. Jurisdictional streambeds / desert dry washes
exist on site. Although the magnitude of potential impacts cannot be calculated without a
detailed site plan at the time of tentative tract maps, appropriate mitigation measures
should be addressed in an Environmental Impact Report.

IV c) Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. No potential jurisdictional
wetlands have been observed onsite. Any potential impacts to the one (1) onsite spring,
“Quail Spring”, have been prevented through appropriate land planning and avoidance.

IV d) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. Burrowing owl and their sign were observed in
several locations on the site. The proposed project is not located within designated critical
habitat for desert tortoise (a state and federally-listed threatened species) although suitable
habitat is present on small, non-contiguous portions of the site (approximately 13% total
area) and desert tortoise or their sign are known to occur in the project site vicinity. The
impacts and appropriate mitigation measures should be addressed in an Environmental
Impact Report.

IV e) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. Per County Code Section 88.01.050 Tree or
Plant Removal Permits, a Permit is required for the removal of a regulated tree, such as
Joshua Trees which exist in considerable quantity on the project site. The impacts and
appropriate mitigation measures should be addressed in an Environmental Impact Report.

IV f) No impact is anticipated. This project will not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan, because no such plan has been adopted in the
area of the project site.

The project has the potential to result in significant biological impacts and these impacts,
along with appropriate mitigation measures proposed, should be evaluated in an
Environmental Impact Report.
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Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - Would the project

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as defined in

§15064.57 X [] [] []

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant

to §15064.5? X [] [] []

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic

feature? X [] [] []
d) Disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of formal cemeteries? [] X [] []

SUBSTANTIATION (Check if the project is located in the Cultural [_] or Paleontologic [ ]
Resources overlays or cite results of cultural resource review):

V a) Potentially significant impact anticipated. Cultural Resources Assessment including
records search and intensive survey was conducted by LSA Associates for this project
which identifies seventy-two (72) cultural resources of which fifteen (15) are identified as
potentially eligible resources for historic resource registry. The project site exhibits a high
sensitivity for cultural resources. If there is a discovery of a potentially significant historical
resource during construction, work should stop in the immediate vicinity of the new
discovery and a qualified archaeologist should evaluate the resource to determine what
action should be taken.

V b) Potentially significant impact anticipated. A Cultural Resources Assessment including
records search and intensive survey was conducted by LSA Associates for this project.
The project site exhibits a high sensitivity for cultural resources. If there is a discovery of a
potentially significant archaeological resource during construction, work should stop in the
immediate vicinity of the new discovery and a qualified archaeologist should evaluate the
resource to determine what action should be taken.

V c) Potentially significant impact anticipated. The project site exhibits a high sensitivity for
cultural resources. If there is a discovery of a potentially significant paleontological
resource during construction, work should stop in the immediate vicinity of the new
discovery and a qualified paleontologist should evaluate the resource to determine what
action should be taken.

V d) Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. This project will not disturb any
human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries, because no such
burial grounds are identified on this project site. Subsurface resources may exist that have
not yet been identified. If any human remains are discovered during construction of this
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project, the developer is required to contact the County Coroner and the County Museum
(and a Native American representative, if the remains are determined to be of Native
American origin) for determination of appropriate mitigation measures.

The project has the potential to result in significant cultural resource impacts and these
impacts should be evaluated in an Environmental Impact Report.
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VI.

b)

d)

GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the project:

Expose people or structures to potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

I. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map Issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?

lii. Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

iv. Landslides?

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on or
off site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table
18-1-B of the California Building Code (2001)
creating substantial risks to life or property?

Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems where sewers are not available
for the disposal of wastewater?

Potentially
Significant
Impact

X OO X KX

Less than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorp.

I I O I e B A

Less than
Significant

O OX 0O O
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SUBSTANTIATION (Check [X if project is located in the Geologic Hazards Overlay
District):

Vla) i. and ii.) Potentially significant impact anticipated. Per the project’'s Preliminary
Geotechnical Investigation prepared by Geocon Inland Empire, the extreme north-eastern
portion of the site is located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone established by
the State Geologist for the active Helendale Fault. The impacts and appropriate mitigation
measures should be addressed in an Environmental Impact Report.

iii.) Less than significant impact for liquefaction is anticipated. Per the project’s Preliminary
Geotechnical Investigation prepared by Geocon Inland Empire, the potential for
liquefaction at this site is considered very low due to depth to groundwater and dense
nature of the overlying alluvium and bedrock.

iv.) No impact for landslides is anticipated. Per the project’s Preliminary Geotechnical
Investigation prepared by Geocon Inland Empire, there are no known landslides near the
site nor is the site in the path of any potential landslides.

VI b) Potentially significant impact anticipated. Further evaluation of this potentially significant
impact on 1,557 acres should be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

VI c) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project is not identified as being located on
a geologic unit or soil that has been identified as being unstable or having the potential to
result in on or off site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse.
Where a potential for these is identified a geology report is required to be reviewed and
approved by the County Building and Safety Geologist, who will require implementation of
appropriate mitigation measures, if any are required.

VId) Less than significant impact is anticipated. Per the project’s Preliminary Geotechnical
Investigation prepared by Geocon Inland Empire, the majority of on-site materials generally
possess a very low expansion potential.

VI e) Less than significant impact is anticipated. Preliminary percolation tests were conducted
as part of the project’'s Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation prepared by Geocon Inland
Empire, which documented that suitable site conditions exist to support a septic system.
However, the project’s active adult residential units and commercial uses are planned to be
served by an improved sewer system. Larger lot, traditional residential units may utilize
septic systems or an extension of the project’s overall sewer system.

The project has the potential to result in significant impacts to geology / soils and these
impacts should be evaluated in an Environmental Impact Report.
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VII.

b)

d)

f)

9)

h)

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS -
Would the project:

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
Environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

Be located on a site, which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

For a project located within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area?

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project area?

Impair implementation of or physically interfere with
an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires,
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized
areas or where residences are intermixed with
wildlands?

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorp.

Less than
Significant
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No
Impact
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Vil a)

VIl b)

Vil c)

VIl d)

Vil )

VI )

VIl g)

Vil h)

SUBSTANTIATION

Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The non-residential uses are
limited to neighborhood-scale commercial / retail uses only. The project does not support
industrial, manufacturing or research activities that require use of significant amounts of
hazardous materials or generate significant amounts of hazardous waste. The future fire
station may utilize cleaning or lubricating chemicals on the station site for vehicle
maintenance, and there may be a fuel storage tank on site to serve fire fighting vehicles.
AVFPD and County will coordinate safety procedures for proper transport and storage of
these materials to the site.

Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The project does not support
industrial, manufacturing or research activities that require use of significant amounts of
hazardous materials or generate significant amounts of hazardous waste. The future fire
station may utilize cleaning or lubricating chemicals on the station site for vehicle
maintenance, and there may be a fuel storage tank on site to serve fire fighting vehicles.
AVFPD and County will coordinate safety procedures for proper transport and storage of
these materials to the site.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project does not propose the use of
hazardous materials and the project site is more than one-quarter mile away from any
sensitive receptors. One use considered a sensitive receptor, Sycamore Rocks Elementary
School, is approximately two (2) miles from the proposed project.

No impact is anticipated. Per the Phase | Environmental Site Assessment prepared by
Geocon Consultants, neither the subject site nor adjacent properties are identified on
regulatory lists of hazardous materials sites.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project site is not within the vicinity or
approach/departure flight path of a public airport. It is approximately 3-1/2 miles southeast
of the Apple Valley Airport.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project site is within the vicinity of a private
airstrip. It is approximately ¥ - 1 mile south of a small single residential airstrip with
infrequent use (sometimes referred to as “Holiday Ranch” located north of Jackson, east of
Oldenburg). Potential safety hazards related to this airstrip should be analyzed in the
Environmental Impact Report.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. There is no area-specific emergency response
plan for the area; therefore the proposed project will not interfere with one. The project will
be required to provide adequate access from two or more directions. The project includes a
future fire station which will enhance emergency response to the area.

Less than significant impact with Mitigation is anticipated. Environmental Impact Report
analysis should review response times for public services.

The project has the potential to result in significant impacts related to hazards and
hazardous materials and these impacts should be evaluated in an Environmental Impact

Report.
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VIII.

b)

d)

f)
g)

h)

)

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY - Would the
project:

Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements?

Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table
level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing
nearby wells would drop to a level, which would not
support existing land uses or planned uses for
which permits have been granted)?

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, in a manner that
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or
off-site?

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or river, or substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner that would result in flooding on- or off-site?

Create or contribute runoff water, which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm
water drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff?

Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?

Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area
as mapped on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map?

Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structure
that would impede or redirect flood flows?

Expose people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam?

Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?

Potentially
Significant
Impact

O

Less than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorp.

X [

] O

Less than
Significant

X X
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SUBSTANTIATION

VIl a) Potentially significant impact anticipated. The project is within the boundaries of a County
Service Area (CSA). Compliance with the requirements of the CSA, including but not
limited to completion of a Hydrology/Water Quality Study, will be required of the project
proponent. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as
part of an Environmental Impact Report.

VIII b) Potentially significant impact anticipated. The project is within the boundaries of a County
Service Area (CSA). Compliance with the requirements of the CSA, including but not limited
to completion of a Hydrology/Water Quality Study, will be required of the project proponent.
Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.

VIl ¢) Potentially significant impact anticipated. A Hydrology/Water Quality Study will be required
of the project proponent. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be
conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

VIl d) Potentially significant impact anticipated. A Hydrology/Water Quality Study will be required
of the project proponent. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be
conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

VIIl e) Potentially significant impact anticipated. The County Public Works Department will review
the project’'s Hydrology/Water Quality Study and determine whether the existing systems
are adequate to handle anticipated flows. All necessary drainage improvements both on-
and off-site will be required as conditions of the construction of the project. Further
evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.

VIII f) Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The project will not otherwise
substantially degrade water quality. Appropriate measures relating to water quality
protection, including erosion control measures will be incorporated as conditions of approval
for the proposed project.

VIIl g) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project is located in a Flood Insurance Rate
Map, Zone D, an area of undetermined flood hazards. The project will not place
unprotected housing within an existing determined 100-year flood hazard area as mapped
on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard
delineation map, because the project is not within identified flood hazard areas.

VIII h) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not place within a 100-year flood
hazard area structures which would impede or redirect flood flows, because the site is not
located within a 100-year flood hazard area.

VIII'i) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not expose people or structures
to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of
the failure of a levee or dam, because the project site is currently not within any identified
path of a potential inundation flow that might result in the event of a dam or levee failure or
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that might occur from a river, stream, lake or sheet flow situation. Any levees or dams
proposed by the project will be designed and constructed to meet government standards to
significantly reduce the risk of flooding due to failure of these facilities.

VIII'j) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not be impacted by inundation by
seiche, tsunami, or mudflow, because the project is not adjacent to any body of water that
has the potential of seiche or tsunami nor is the project site in the path of any potential
mudflow.

The project has the potential to result in significant impacts related to hydrology and water
guality and these impacts, along with possible mitigation measures should be evaluated in
an Environmental Impact Report.
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IX a)

IX b)

IX c)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the project:
Physically divide an established community? [] X L] L]

Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or
regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including, but not limited to the general
plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect? X [] [] []

Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation
plan or natural community conservation plan? [] [] [] 4

SUBSTANTIATION

Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The project site abuts public
open space (BLM managed), existing single family homes and vacant single residential lots
along its west, south and north boundaries. The eastern boundary is primarily vacant single
residential lots and public open space (BLM managed). The existing residential lots range
from 1 acre and greater. These existing neighborhoods contain primarily unpaved access
roads. Development of the project will occur sequentially and would coordinate access and
infrastructure services (including provision of Fire Station onsite) with adjacent properties.
Phasing of project improvements and land use adjacencies should be analyzed in the
Environmental Impact Report.

Potentially significant impact anticipated. Mitigations to limit impacts with surrounding land
use plans and agency regulations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.

No impact is anticipated. This project will not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan, because no such plan has been adopted in the
area of the project site. Like most of San Bernardino County’s Desert Region, the site is
located within the boundaries of the Draft West Mojave Plan HCP which has not been
adopted and will not take effect until all jurisdictions pass ordinances adopting the plan.

Potential impacts and mitigations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.
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b)

X a)

X b)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

MINERAL RESOURCES - Would the project:

Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and
the residents of the state? [] [] X []

Result in the loss of availability of a locally important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? ] [] = ]

SUBSTANTIATION (Check [X] if project is located within the Mineral Resource Zone

Overlay):

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project site is located within the MRZ-4
zone which is not known to contain valuable mineral resources; therefore, the development
of the project would not result in the loss of a known or expected mineral resource of value
to the region or state. Small portions of the site containing foothills of bedrock are
designated in the proposed Specific Plan as Open Space with no project development.
These areas may be MRZ-2 or MRZ-3, but would not be disturbed by development.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not result in the loss of
availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan, because there are no identified locally
important mineral resources on the project site. The site is within the MRZ-4 zone which is
not known to contain valuable mineral resources. Small portions of the site containing
foothills of bedrock are designated in the proposed Specific Plan as Open Space with no
development. These areas may be MRZ-2 or MRZ-3, but would not be disturbed by project
development.

Therefore, no significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation
measures are required.
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XI.

b)

d)

f)

NOISE - Would the project:

Exposure of persons to or generation of noise
levels in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable
standards of other agencies?

Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise
levels?

A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?

A substantial temporary or periodic increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above
levels existing without the project?

For a project located within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip,
would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise
levels?

Potentially
Significant
Impact

[

Less than
Significant with
Mitigation
Incorp.

[

Less than
Significant

X

Page 23 of 36

No
Impact

[

SUBSTANTIATION (Check if the project is located in the Noise Hazard Overlay District []

or is subject to severe noise levels according to the General Plan Noise

Element [_]):

Xla) Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not expose persons to or
generate noise levels in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies, because the project will be
conditioned to comply with the noise standards of the County Development Code and
Project Specific Plan and no noise exceeding these standards is anticipated to be

X1 b)

generated by the proposed uses.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not create exposure of persons
to or generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels, because
the project will be conditioned to comply with the vibration standards of the County
Development Code and no vibration exceeding these standards is anticipated to be

generated by the proposed uses.
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Xl c)

X1 d)

Xl e)

X1 f)

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The proposed project will generate a
substantial increase in noise levels compared to the current levels without the project. A
noise study and an Environmental Impact Report analysis would be required.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. A temporary increase in ambient noise levels
above existing levels would occur during project construction phasing due to the site
currently being vacant. Currently, both residents of the area and off road enthusiasts
traverse the subject site with passenger vehicles, delivery trucks and off road vehicles.
These are the primary existing noise sources along with recreational firearms target
shooting and hunting in the surrounding areas. Any future project construction will be
monitored and conditioned to comply with the noise standards of the County Development
Code. A noise study and an Environmental Impact Report analysis would be required.

No impact is anticipated. The project site is not located within an airport land use plan of a
public airport. It is approximately 3-1/2 miles southeast of the Apple Valley Airport.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project site is within the vicinity of a private
airstrip. It is approximately %2 - 1 mile south of a small single residential airstrip (sometimes
referred to as “Holiday Ranch” located north of Jackson, east of Oldenburg). This airstrip
appears to be unpaved and utilized irregularly. Potential noise levels related to this airstrip
should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.

Potential impacts and mitigations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.
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XII.

b)

c)

Xl a)

XII b)

Xl c)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorp.

POPULATION AND HOUSING - Would the project:

Induce substantial population growth in an area,
either directly (for example, by proposing new homes
and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? X [] [] []

Displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

Displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

SUBSTANTIATION

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project would induce substantial population
growth in the area either directly or indirectly. The project proposes to create a maximum of
3,114 total residential units which could generate approximately 6,010 new residents to the
area upon full buildout over 20+ years. [2,815 deed-restricted active adult (55+) units x 1.85
average residents per household 55+ years of age = 5,208; plus 299 single residential units
X 2.68 average residents per household in Desert Region = 802]. New and/or improved
roads and infrastructure associated with this development could also induce additional
population growth in the area. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should
be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

No impact is anticipated. The proposed use will not displace substantial numbers of
existing housing units, necessitating the construction of replacement housing. This site is
currently vacant, thus no housing units would be demolished as a result of this proposal.

No impact is anticipated. The proposed use will not displace substantial numbers of people
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere. The site is currently
vacant, thus the project will not displace any existing housing or existing residents.

This potentially significant growth inducement impact should be evaluated in an
Environmental Impact Report.
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XII.

a)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorp.

PUBLIC SERVICES

Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public services:

Fire Protection?
Police Protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Other Public Facilities?

XXX KX
OO 0o
X O 0O 0O o
OO 0o

SUBSTANTIATION

Xlll a) Potentially significant impacts are anticipated. In order to maintain acceptable service ratios,

response times or other performance objectives for fire and police protection, the proposed
project may result in the need for new and/or expanded facilities. However, the project
proposes a joint use public safety facility within the project's commercial area. This future
public safety facility would serve the project area and existing and future uses on
surrounding properties, thus decreasing future response times. The majority of the project
will be deed restricted to active adult housing with no school age children permitted.
Therefore the total additional demand could result from 299 single family residential units
with potential for school age children. Subsequent tentative tract maps will be subject to
adopted School Fees. The project contains a 9-acre public equestrian park for use by
existing and future residents of the Fairview Valley and its environs. Additionally, the
project contains approximately twenty-nine (29) additional private recreation acres for use
by the residents of the community. The project will be subject to park improvement and
facilities fees (Quimby Fees) to be coordinated with Town of Apple Valley Park and
Recreation Department. Therefore existing parks are not anticipated to be substantially
impacted. The Fiscal Impact Analysis (FIA) prepared for the proposed project will
determine if the project will generate adequate revenues to compensate for impacts on
public services. The phased construction of future tract maps would require all applicable
fees be paid to ensure fair share contribution to public facilities identified. Further
evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.

Potential impacts and mitigations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.
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XIV.

b)

XIV a)

XIV b)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorp.

RECREATION

Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be accelerated? [] [] X []

Does the project include recreational facilities or
require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities, which might have an adverse physical effect

on the environment? X L] [] []

SUBSTANTIATION

Less than significant impact is anticipated. This project will not significantly increase the
use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. The project
proposes to include a 9-acre public equestrian park that will serve the public and twenty-
nine (29) acres of private park uses as part of the planned development that will serve the
residents of the development.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project includes recreational facilities to be
built within the boundaries of the project site and will be subject to applicable provisions of
the County Development Code and Project Specific Plan.

Potential impacts and mitigations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.
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Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorp.

XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC - Would the project:

a) Cause an increase in traffic, which is substantial in
relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the
street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in
either the number of vehicle trips, the volume to
capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at

intersections)? X [] [] []

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a level of
service standard established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or

highways? X [] [] []

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in
location that results in substantial safety risks? [] [] [] X

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

X [
O
[ X
O

e) Resultin inadequate emergency access?

[]
[]
X
[]

f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs
supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus

turnouts, bicycle racks)? [] X [] [l
SUBSTANTIATION

XV a) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project would cause an increase in traffic
that is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system due
to current level of development and the dominance of unpaved roads both onsite and
surrounding areas. The increase in the number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio
on roads, and the congestion level at intersections may exceed the planned thresholds for
those facilities. These potential impacts should be analyzed through a Traffic Impact Study
consistent with the County’s Congestion Management Program. Further evaluation of this
potentially significant impact and appropriate mitigations should be analyzed as part of an
Environmental Impact Report.
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XV b)

XV ¢)

XV d)

XV e)

XV f)

XV g)

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project may exceed, either individually or
cumulatively, a level of service [LOS] standard established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads or highways. These potential impacts should be
analyzed through a Traffic Impact Study consistent with the County’s Congestion
Management Program. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact and
appropriate mitigations should be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

No impact is anticipated. The project will not result in a change in air traffic patterns.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not substantially increase
hazards due to a design feature or incompatible use, because the project circulation design,
including curves and controlled intersections will comply with County road design standards.
The site is adjacent to an established, although unpaved, road that is accessed at local
access points with good sight distance. This project does not substantially increase
hazards due to a design feature.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project may result in inadequate
emergency access, because currently there are a limited number of access points into the
Fairview Valley. The increase in the number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on
roads, and the congestion level at intersections may exceed the planned thresholds for
those facilities, which may result in inadequate emergency access if mitigation is not
provided. Further evaluation of this potentially significant impact should be conducted as
part of an Environmental Impact Report.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The project will not result in inadequate parking
capacity, because the project would be required to meet the parking standards established
by the County Development Code.

Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The Specific Plan includes
provisions for multiple (3 proposed) future transit stops to serve existing and future
residents.  Additionally, a bike route and multi-use trail network provides alternate
transportation routes. Impacts that may arise as a result of increased demand on these
existing services, which include increasing the number of buses and/or routes, should be
discussed in the Environmental Impact Report.

These potentially significant transportation and traffic impacts should be evaluated in an
Environmental Impact Report.
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XVI.

d)

f)

9)

XVI a)

XVI b)

XVI c)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with Mitigation
Incorp.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - Would the
project:

Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? [] X [] []

Require or result in the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects? <] [] [] []

Require or result in the construction of new storm
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects? X [] [] []

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project from existing entitlements and resources, or
are new or expanded entitlements needed? <] [] [] []

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider, which serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the project's projected
demand in addition to the provider's existing

commitments? X [] [] []

Be served by a landfill(s) with sufficient permitted
capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste
disposal needs?

Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

SUBSTANTIATION

Less than significant impact with mitigation is anticipated. The project will construct and
operate wastewater treatment facilities. The facilities will meet the requirements of the
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project will construct and operate a
wastewater treatment facility. The project will annex to the Apple Valley Ranchos Water
District. Expansion of the District’'s facilities, including pipelines, booster pumps and
reservoirs will be necessary to serve the project. These facilities will be designed to have
minimal environmental effects. The project EIR will consider the effects and establish
mitigation measures if necessary.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project will construct and operate new
storm water drainage facilities. The facilities will be designed to have minimal
environmental impact. The project EIR will consider the effects and establish mitigation
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XVI d)

XVI e)

XVI f)

XVI g)

measures. The facilities will meet or exceed the requirements of the Lahontan Regional
Water Quality Control Board.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project will be served by the Apple Valley
Ranchos Water District. As required by state law a Water Supply Assessment (WSA) is
being prepared. It is expected that the WSA will show that existing entitlements and
resources are available to sufficiently supply this project. Further evaluation of this
potentially significant impact should be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact
Report.

Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project will construct and operate new
wastewater treatment facilities. The County Service Area (CSA) will operate the facilities.
The facilities will be designed to meet the requirements of the CSA and Lahontan Regional
Water Quality Control Board. The CSA will make a determination that the facilities have
adequate capacity to serve the project. Further evaluation of this potentially significant
impact should be conducted as part of an Environmental Impact Report.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. The San Bernardino County Solid Waste
Management Agency operates several landfills throughout the County. The EIR will
analyze and verify that the landfills have sufficient capacity to accommodate the project’s
solid waste disposal needs.

Less than significant impact is anticipated. Subsequent tract maps will be required to
comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste.

Potential impacts and mitigations should be analyzed in the Environmental Impact Report.
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Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant Significant Impact
Impact with
Mitigation
Incorp.

XVIl.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community,
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or

prehistory? X [] [] []

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable future

projects)? X [] [] []

c) Does the project have environmental effects, which will
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings,

either directly or indirectly? X [] [] [l
SUBSTANTIATION

XVIl a) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. This project may have a substantial adverse
effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on a species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
proposed project is not located within designated critical habitat for desert tortoise (a state
and federally-listed threatened species) although suitable habitat is present on small, non-
contiguous portions of the site (approximately 13% total area) and desert tortoise or their
sign are known to occur in the project site vicinity. The site-specific Biological Survey
Report conducted by TDA Associates, Inc. in April to September 2007 found no active
desert tortoise or burrows on site. The burrowing owl is a state and federal species of
special concern. Burrowing owl and their sign were observed in several locations on the
site. If the Burrowing owl becomes a listed species, an incidental take permit may be
required from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and
Game. Cultural Resources Assessment including records search and intensive survey was
conducted by LSA Associates for this project which identifies seventy-two (72) cultural
resources of which fifteen (15) are identified as potentially eligible resources for historic
resource registry. The project site exhibits a high sensitivity for cultural resources. |If there
is a discovery of a potentially significant historical resource during construction, work should
stop in the immediate vicinity of the new discovery and a qualified archaeologist should
evaluate the resource to determine what action should be taken.
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XVII b) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project may have cumulative impacts due to
the future, phased provision of project roads and infrastructure to the Fairview Valley. The
project environs currently comprise a lesser level of improvements and contain a multitude
of paper lots lacking built physical infrastructure in addition to the existing homes.
Cumulative effects of the planned development upon aesthetics, air quality, biological
resources, cultural resources, geology/soils, hazards/hazardous materials, hydrology/water
quality, land use/planning, population/housing, public services, transportation/traffic and
utilities/service systems should be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report.

XVII c) Potentially significant impact is anticipated. The project may have environmental impacts
that could cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly.
Existing and planned residential development is adjacent to the project site.

An Environmental Impact Report is required to evaluate these impacts and determine project
alternatives and/or mitigation measures to minimize or avoid the potential impacts identified
herein.
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XVIII. MITIGATION MEASURES

(Any mitigation measures, which are not 'self-monitoring’ shall have a Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program prepared and adopted at time of project approval. These will be determined
during preparation and review of the Environmental Impact Report.)
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GENERAL REFERENCES (List author or agency, date, title)

Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone Act Map Series (PRC 27500)

Apple Valley Master Plan of Drainage, Volume Il — Part A — East Community. Prepared by
Williamson & Schmidt. Not dated.

California Department of Water Resources Bulletin #118 (Critical Regional Aquifers), 1975.
CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G

California Standard Specifications, July 1992

County of San Bernardino Development Code, adopted 2007

County of San Bernardino General Plan, adopted 2007

County of San Bernardino Hazard Overlay Map EH32-B

County of San Bernardino Identified Hazardous Materials Waste Sites List, April 1998
County of San Bernardino, Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan, March 1995

County of San Bernardino, June 2004, San Bernardino County Stormwater Program, Model Water
Quality Management Plan Guidance

County of San Bernardino Road Planning and Design Standards
Environmental Impact Report, San Bernardino County General Plan, 2007

FIRM, Flood Insurance Rate Map for San Bernardino County, California and Incorporated Areas.
Map number 06071C0000. Map Revised: January 17, 1997

Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board Regulations

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District, Mojave Desert Planning Area — Federal Particulate
Matter (PM;p) Attainment Plan, July 1995

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District, 2004 Ozone Attainment Plan

Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District, California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
Federal Conformity Guidelines, December 2006
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PROJECT SPECIFIC REFERENCES

FORMA, Hacienda at Fairview Valley — Administrative Draft Specific Plan, October 2007

Geocon, Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation - Fairview Creek, Cahuilla Road & Laguna Seca
Road, Apple Valley Area, California, November 6, 2003

Geocon, Phase | Environmental Site Assessment — Granite Valley, East of Apple Valley, San
Bernardino County, California, August 19, 2005

Geocon, Preliminary Geotechnical Investigation — Proposed Granite Valley Residential Development,
APNSs 043604116, 043608101, 043608102, 043608104 & 043608105, Fairview Valley Area, San
Bernardino County, California, June 8, 2007

LSA Associates, Inc., Cultural Resources Assessment — Hacienda at Fairview Valley, September 7,
2007

Natelson Dale Group, Inc., Draft Fiscal Impact Analysis — Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan,
January 31, 2008

PCR Services Corporation (PCR), Joshua Tree Survey Report — 1555 Acre Project Site in the Apple
Valley Area, Unincorporated San Bernardino County, California, September 21, 2007

Tom Dodson & Associates (TDA), Focused Biological Survey and Jurisdictional Delineation — For
Assessor Parcel Numbers 043602116, 043602115, 043602114, 043602113, 043603230, 043603221,
043626110, 043626114, 043604102, 043604103, 043604104, 043604116, 043608101, 043608102,
043608104 & 043608105, October 16, 2007



Apple Valley Unified School District

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
Lisa Lawrence » Richard L. Sauers » Wilson F. So* Rob E. Turner » William Van Kirk

SUPERINTENDENT
Robert C. Seevers

November 10, 2008

Mr. Doug Feremenga, AICP, Senior Planner
County of San Bernardino

Land Use Services Department

Advance Planning Division

385 North Arrowhead Avenue

San Bernardino, CA 92415

Re: Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan
Draft Environmental Impact Report (“EIR™)

Mr. Feremenga:

The Apple Valley Unified School District (“District”™) is in receipt of your letter dated October 30 2008,
regarding the above-referenced project. We have also received an information request from RBF
Consulting regarding the EIR, and have provided them with the requested information. Since 299 of the
3,114 planned residential units in this project will be non-age restricted single family homes, this project
will have a significant impact on the District. Therefore, we request that the District be kept informed as
each step is taken, bringing the project closer to final approval and construction.

Should you need to contact me personally, please do so at 760 247 8001, extension 423, or by email at

lynette_kachelmeyer@avusd.org.

Respectfully,

ynett ache[meyerﬂ%/
Director, Facilities and Planning

22974 Bear Valley Road ® Apple Valley ® California 92308 ° (760) 247-8001
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Kari Cano - FW: Hacienda at Fairview

From:  "Feremenga, Douslas - LUS - Advance Plammmg" <dferemengaflusd.shoounly. gov>
To: "Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planmmg” <tereasongotusd sheounty.gov>, "Eric Flodine”

=EricFigstratacquity.com=, "Hyke, Carrie - LUS - Advance Planning”
<chyke@lusd.sheounty.gov=, "John Gifford" <JGifford@rbf com>, "Kan Cano"
<K CANO@mhcom>, "Kevin Thomas" <KThomas@rbf.com=>

Date: 127472008 8:.08 AM

Snbject: FW: Haclendz at Fairview

FY1

From: JensCasis@aol.com [mailto:denstasisdan.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2008 6:21 AM

T Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning
Subject: Hacienda at Faindew

Dear Mr. Feremenga,

Beiow are the comments from the Mojeve Group of the Sierra club. | will slso send an email with the pages as
jpeg attachments and vig "snail” mail (LUSPSL.

Jenny Wilder, Mojave Group Chair
760 220 0730
JensOasis@aol.com

RE: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

Doug Foeremenga,
AICP, Scnior Planncr,
3835 Worth Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bemarding,

file:YCriDocuments and ScitingstKCANO W ocal Settings' Temp' X Popwise'd0378FE4ON .. 12/472008
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CA 92415-0182
009 387 4147

dicromenea@lusd sheounty.pov

December 4, 2008

Dcar Mr. Foeromenga,

Thank you for the opportunily 1o comment on the Imtial Study Environmental Checklist Form for the
Hacienda at Fairview Valley project {project) provided at the public meeting on Novernber 18, 2005,
This proposed project which 1s a General Plan Land se Zoning District Amendment to allow for a
mixed - use planned community is of great concern to e and members of the Majave Group of the
Sterma Club. We have over 450 menbers who reside in the High Descert Area which includes most of
the Mojave Descrt from Hesperia to Needles, [ have reviewed the Tmtial Study which T find contained
study. The Site Specific plan description that was provided at the meeting menitoned above lackad
essential details. Is there a more detailed deseniption available” If so, is this description available
electronically?

The Draft EiR for the proposed Hacienda at Faimview Valley Specific Plan Project should address the
following potentially significant cnvironmental impacts:

1. The comments made by the neighbors who live adiacent to or very close to the project site.

Numecrous ncighbors attended the scoping meesting on November 15, 2008, According to the
cormments that T heard, thesc neighbors have moved to an area that is currently 2 “buffer’ zone withm
the County area on the east side of the Town of Apple Valley. This open space tvpe zoned arca
provides relalively easy access to facilitics (shopping, schools, religious and civic services etc.) while
providing a quiet, rural lifestyle that is dommated by quiet open space, clear skies, naturally vegetated
views with mountaing, maintenance of domestic livestock and the appreciation of nature and wildhfe.
Current zoning for the site is Rural Living -5 {which allows for one residence per 5 acres), RL -20
{allowing for one residence per 20 acres), and RL-40 {allowing one residence per 40 acres). The
neighboring properties include public lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management, similar RL-
5,20,40 zomng and cleser to Apple Valley on the West side some one acre lots. Current residents
would have a total disruption o their current Hifestyle if ihis projeet goes through as propesed. The
degree of disruption would ncecssitate some of those neighbors relocating to other rural areas, Such 2
disruption of the existing General Plan negates an expectation ol the people of San Bernardine County
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{o emnoy a lifeslyle of their choice. The money invested in building a rural lifestyle (ranch or ranchette)
within a County Area zoned for one residence per 5, 20 o1 40 acres 15 constderable, bul that trme and
money 18 wasted when the zoning is ehaaged o allow thousands more residences within the
immediate neighborhood. When the County erodes the General Plan m such a way that the peaple of
the county no longer have an expectation that their chosen rural lifestyle is a sale or sanc investment,
the value of rural living gocs away and the quality of life that was first envisioned within the General
Plan becomes obscured. Ik the tong run properly values are degraded as the General Plan becomes
less rehable which aflects future investments of people who want to live here. Developiments that
proteet the cescnce of the General Plan enhance the integnty of the Plan; preserve the ltfestyles of the
peeple who invested their ime, money and future 0 that Plan.

The Haclenda at Yairview Valley project, as presented. does not reflect the essence of the current
Cienerat Flan for the specified area. The EIR must include a detailed smdy of all the environmental
conscquences of such a drastic change in the General Plan. That study should mclude not only 1mpacts
to the immediate neighborhoeod bt the county as a whole, and atso the long term cconomic
consequences of changes to the environment. Some of the specific 1lems of concern are deseribed
below:

a) Acsthetics: The enrrent zoning encourages leaving native vegetation in place, providing a most
nlcasing scenic vista with creosote shrub and Joshua tree habitat and views of the surrounding hills
with their jagged peaks containing raptors. Raptors frequent the skies above the project site in search
of the next meal. Rodents and rabbits will be displaced with the proposed density of housing and
raptors will be displaced with ravens which {ollow human migrations. The Vista of an undisturbed
natural arca includes not only distant views but also what 15 on the ground, and m the sky. Sceme and
Interesting rabbiteoyole/ground squrrel trails will be replaced by houscs. This is part of the aesthetic
character of the neighborhood and should be evaluated wm the EIR and 1n the aliematives.

B) Agriculiure resources: The cumulative effcets of changing zoning in this area and other Tural
areas in the High Desert have a negalive effecl on the agricullural resources in the surronnding Vietor
Valley Arca. Agricultural resonurces are dintnishing along the Mojave River comidor for a number of
tegsons. The marn reason 1s that past agricultaral paiterns arc beeoming cconomically unfeasible. Fhis
is largcly due to the availability and increased cost of water. Consequently the scarce waler that is
avallable 1 now being used to water turf and trees that arc not native to the area, in addition to
necessary human uses including drinking and sanitation. The existing small ranches in the vicinity of
ihe project support agriculural cndeavors albeit on a very small scale. There will ltkely be adverse
imipacts to those efforts and any future endeavors that would be tikely il the zoning were to remain
unchanged {a 40 acrc ranch conld support food production of several fammilBies).

) Air quality; Energy used in housing and transportation is known to significantly impact air quality.
These imnpacts must be the object of significant study and mitigation should be regquired for any new
housing project using the best science available for energy production. Each significant housing
project could produce its own energy needs using renewable methods that have zero enmssions. Large
scale developments must encourage alternative transportation methods including walking, bicycling,
solar powcered clectric vehicles etc. for all trips. The nsed for paved roads lo dimimish the prohlem of
dust and particulate matler encourages increased development which in torn impacts air quality. Tae
uktimate zoal for energy production and transpottation should be xero emissions, anvitang less than
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that will continue do poison the air we breathe.

Housing and road pavements contribute considerably to the retention of heat from the sun. That heat 15
relained m the local area overmght increasing the overall temperature of the developed area quite
considerably. This negative impact on the environment should be carcfully studicd in the EIR and in
the altematives.

Any tarfed arcas require maintenance such as mowing; edging and typically ncighborhoods use
blowers for leaf and debris maintenance. This type of mamtenance contributes a considerable amount
of pollutants m the air and the impacts of the type of landseaping that 18 allowed should be studied in
the FIR.

i) Biological Resources incinding Wildlife displacement:

‘The current neighbors enjoy a connection with the wildlife of the area. This inciudes numerous
spectes winch are not currently endangered or “listed”. It inclodes species that are dependent on native
nlants and open space. The project as currently descnzbed will destroy the native plants replacing them
with honses, roads, trails and non native speeics. With the destruction of neighboring habitat,
increased noise and huwman vibrations, the commection that cument peighbots have wath wildhfe will be
lost. Humans gain a great deal {rom a commection with nanire and studics show that the loss of this
connection increases the rate of crime and disease. Native plants and ammals are known to be of use
as food and healing sources, and require hitle to no maintenance. Impacts of the destruction of native
habitat and species should be fully studied in the EIR and not be limited to listed or endangersd
species. Incleded in the immediate vicinity of the project are several species of raptors, lizards
{inchiding the homed lizard), snakes, covote, tortoise, resident and migrating birds etc. One conument
T heard at the November 18 meeting was an account of a sighting of mating snakes. This tvpe of
persenal encounter with nature does not happen on a multi-use trail within a tighthy kot housing tract
which 1% the current description.

e) Culiural Resomrces: The project area hes between two lulls which contam springs. These sprimgs
are not only important to wildlife in the desert environment, but also were important to earty humans,
There 15 o potentia] for sigmficant eultural ariifacts m the area around the springs and the pathway
conngeting the springs and the river (including habitation sites and ceremonial sites). This potential
should be thoroughly explored before 1113 lost.

1) Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Humans create considerable household waste and use
hazardous matcrizls that are transported to the homes. Hazardous materials under the guise of
household cleaners, chemiecal ferlilizers, bait for rodents, sprays and bait for ants, roaches ete. as well
as oils, paints cte follow housing projects. The increased concentration of these materials where there
15 @ larger muamber of houses s significant and the Tmpacts of these household ehermicals should be
fully incladed in the EIR.

g) Water availability and quality. Waler availability is one ol the most important issucs for such a
large development, The mmpact of the use of ground water should be carefully studied. In other areas
m the Victor Valley, current wells have run dry becanse of inercased development in the vicinity.
What will be done to ensure that current well owners netghbonng the project area, will nol run out of
waler and have to dig deeper in the hopes of finding water? I this happens, who will bear the burden
of the additional cost?
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When a population of any size loscs its watcr source, disegse, wnrest and war develop. The avarlable
sources of water to support the mereased growth of this deserl area for even 50 years are currentiy
unknown., Furfed areas are not currently the preferred gronund cover m the project area or vicmity and
aven the predicled waler shortage should not be a component of this project. Whai is the increased
consumption of watce if the turf is allowed? Where will that extra water come from and at what cost
and who will bear the burden of that cost? Will the Rancho Water Company pass on the costs o all
clstomers {current ag well as Muture?) or wall that cost be past on to only the new consumers?

Water quality int our ground lable i1s being degraded with increased human pollutants-gaseline, oils,
paints, pesticides, fertilizers etc. When rain water hits the native vegetation in a desert area 1t sinks
and the ground becomes sofl. The waler picks up minerals and s eleansed. When rain watcr hits
houses and roads it is channeled to stormi drains and carries all the pollutants with it to the
underground water source. By keeping as much Jand as possible in a native state, we decrcase the risk
of polluting our water supply.

A large porcentage of 35+ active adults contract some kind of disease and take medications for those
thiseases. This includes chemotherapy. Those chermicals that kill human cells are washed 1nto the
waste waicr system. The EIR should study the impacts of pharmaceutical chemicals from a
development that includes 2,815 umts deed restricled o 55+ elderly commuruty which has the
potentiat of over 5,000 people taking medicines. What is the projected cost of the increased need for
sewer mirastructure and will the new home owners alone bear the burden of that merease or will #
alzo be passed on to current residents? 1f a septic sysicm is to be nsed for those units, the EIR should
carefully study the mopact on the groundwaler.

h) Land Use Planning: The project as presented has a significant irnpact on tand use planning amd
quality of life by disrupting the essence of the plan as currently wntlen. The impact to the existing
community ol seattered rral residences will be significant. Acecss to the public lands under BLM
conirol will also have sigmficant impacts. The proposed project would encourage increasced
development and splitting of lot sizes resulting in little or no rural living in the general vicmity and
elimmating a buffer zome between the city and public lands.

iy Noidse: The project a5 presented would not only merease nedse from significantly elevated numbers
of cars on paved roads, but would also include lawn mowers, edgers, blowers constantly groeming
turfed areas and hedges of non native species thal people seem Lo think need to have a boxed look.
Moisc from cmerecncy vehicle sirens will pierce the air of the current quist countryside because the
project includes 2,815 units of the 55+ age group. These significant impacts should be included in the
EIR. Noise is known to have negative impacts on wildhfe (1t goes elsewhere or digs from siress
nduiced behavior) and mpacts en humans including incrcased stress levels that lead to vioelence and
disease. Typically people choose to live in a rural area for the quist.

i} Population and Housing-displaced people-Sprawl and the Owverbunilding cycling. Although the
proposed project will not displace g significant nember of people 1i will cause some {o be displaced
for neighboring propertics. Thosc people will have to find new rural living arcas which are becoming
more difficult to locate.

On a larger scale, the development will have an adverse mmpact on the local housing market which has

heen the victim of an overbulding and bust evele [or decades. The cyele is more rapid where there are
significant changes in the carefully planmed zoming of a general plan, Tlus cvcle has caused numerous
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others in the local area to be displaced and has the cumulative impact of greater numbers of migrating
people. Migrating people tend to have fewer of the qualities of a good neighbor and bring with them
increased erime. The impacts of such a change in zoning as described in this project should be tully
studied in the EIR.

Although only a few people seem {o be displaced by this project the overall effect of the substantally
increased density of housing would help to speed the overbuilding cycling and sprawl that the High
Desert has experienced in the past several decades. There are now thousands of cmpty homes in the
High Desert Area whereas just a vear or so ago there was apparently a shortage, Where did a1l those
pcople come from and go to? What is causing this cycling? In the boom peniod citics cxpericnec a
shortage of everythmg and begin to provide those {acilities (hospitals, schools, parks, emergency
services, churches, retail facilities ete.) and then the houses and facihities fall empty, have difficulty to
find good lenants and many become victims of vandalism. The cities are left stretched thm to provide
the basic needs of a reduced population, including safety.

What 1s the real cost of this type of zone change for intense development 1m a rural area on the
surrounding cities? The EIR must correctly evaluale all the costs.

X) Public Services: lmpacts to BLM lands melude removal of a buffer zone and increased human use.
This in tumn may Tequire imereased emergency response, inercased patrol by BLM as well as mereased
maintenance of the natural resources. The EIR should study fully the impacts to public lands,
mamienance of those tands and access to those lands. This in addition to other impacts on public
scrvices inchnding hospitals and health care facilities especially since a majorily of the housing
proposed 15 for the elderly.

1) Recreation: The project is proposed m an area where there is already extensive outdoor recreation,
some of which oceurs on private property and the rest on adjacent public lands. Such 2 large project s
eoing to have substantial increased use of the nearby public lands managed by the BLM and poasibly
less recreational use on private lands which will become less “rural” as lots are split. BLM lands are
currently used by the equestrian commumity, rock chmbers and hikers. Hlegal and uncontrolicd OHY
use has severely degraded some of the lower clovations. Camping on the top of the hafls 1s currently
not uncommeon in the sumnier months and inereases the nsk of wildfire. These types of reereation
would merease with the population growth, requiring the BLM to more closely manage the lands o
protect the resources. Plans {0 open up the hills with roads to build and maintain wind generating
electricity would further degrade the natural landscape and invite increased recrealional activities.
Parking facihties for hiking and equestrian use would have to replace the current open access because
the projoct would close that access for the public now using the BLM lands. Coordination with the
BLM regarding plans for public land nse 18 essential for this project but is not listed in the General
Reoferences with the other agencies.

m} Transportation & Traffie: Currently the traffic flow is slow and hight. Numerous roads i the
vicinity are privately owned and maniained. All roads in the arca imust be carcfully evaluated in the
EIR including privatc roads that provide access to schools, Tecrealion and other facililies. The project
would increase the traffic flow o and from the focal area and to neighboring facilitics by at least 6,000
vehieles a day and possibly more. Traffic tlows to the freeway, to and from churches, schools,
hospitals, retail stores and parks would be heavily impacted within a 10 or cven 20 mile or more
range. Mam roads such as Catmilla and Lagnna Seca, Central, and Hwy 18 would expanence
sigrificant delays unless modified. The consequences and costs of such a laree impact must be
care(ully analyzed.
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1f the cusrent zoning were to Temain in place, the increase at butld-oul would probably only mumber in
the hundreda.

n) Utilities and Service Systems: The project calls for a new waslewater treatment plant. What and
how much “wastewates” will be treated? Where will this facility be located? Will there be an odor
from such a facility that would affect current and future residents? When will the nenghbors be
nolifed of the detatls of that proposed [acility? What will the impacts of that facility be on the
cnvironment? How much will it cost and will that cost be passed onto the local residents of the
project, or will it be assumed by the existing residents?

Similarty, how will the new storm water facilitics be funded and maintained? What are the costs of the
required water, from where will 1t come and who will pay for 11? How secure is that sourcc of water?
1f the project is to be anncxed to the Apple Valley Ranchos Water District, what impacts will there be
on that districts current residents? Will those residents have 1o do wilh less and leas waicr at a higher
and higher cost and change their way of life {because someone else wants to water a golf course)?

What about the trash and recycling facilities? Will current residents pay for the increased cost of
service to the area?

The EiR should also study the impacts on curremnt residents for the increased needs of gas and elecine
SETVICES,

Mandatory Findings: MNot only will the project as cierently deseribed have adverse iimpacts on
natural habitat, species, human neighbors but also 1t will have numerous cumulative negative impacts
on the High Deserl region. Those impacts should be fully studied in the EIR.

Al contributions to Global Warming must be considered in the E{R. These include bunlding a
conceniration of houses in a currently zoned rural setbing which will merease the need for thonsands
of daily trips to and from facilitics. Roads will need to be widened which contributes to the warmmg
of the mmediate area even il the emissions {rom vehicles are zoro (unlikely in the near foture). A
warmer day and night in the sunumer encourages increased use of cooling systems.

All toxic emisstons that contribute to Global Warming mmst be considered in the EIR. In the High
Desert we can 1o longer say that we have clean air when our mountains are disappearing in a layer of
smog. The cumulative effect on Global Warming of current development strategies and modes of
transportation must be carefully analyzed.

Alternatives:

Alternatives should melude a spectftc plan 1hat embraces and preserves those elements of a quality of
hile that the current ncichbors ecnjoy. These clements include:
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Significant guist both daytime and mghtinne

Sigm ficanily low volume of traflic

Significant night time darkmess with few hights

Rural lifestyle with substantial and beneficial connection with wildiife

» Significant rural acsthetics including native vegetation, clear skies and mountain views

Little to ne harassment from traffic and nerghbonng notse disturbing their domestic animals and

livestock

« A rural lifestyle that includes relative solitude with only a few and distant ncighbors who enjoy
snnilar values.

s A rural lilestyle that helps teach and instiil in children an appreciation of Hie and its wonders.

Such an alternative would enhance instead of degrade the curren! eircitmstances by cnsaring the
quahties now enjoyed are preserved.

Alternatives shouwld include elements thal address Global Warming issues by embracing 10% locally
gencrated rencwahle cnergy and:

» Absolute minimum disturbance of the natural vegetation, drainage, wildhfe with no miroduction

of alien species.
s Absolute mimmuam conswmption of water including nse of grey water technology, vam gardens,

and a system to catch rain water.
s Design elements for all houses that embrace passive solar, alternative eating and coolmyg

gvsiems (passive, geothermal, solar, radiant heal m the Roor ete.}
¢ A method to sigm fcantly reduce the number of trips using gas powered veligles,

Sincerely,

Jermy Wilder, Mojave Group Chair
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
RESOLRTES AGENCY Inland Deserts chion

GALIFORNIA Mojave River Hatchery

DEPARTMEMNT

FISHEGRME | 12550 Jacaranda Ave
Victorville, CA 92395

(Mailing address only: Not a Public Office)
(760) 246-8828 phone
(760} 245-9142 fax

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO: FROM:
Doug Feremenga Eric Weiss
COMPANY DATE.
DECEMBER 10, 2008
FAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO, OF PAGES NCLUDING COVAR
(09) 387-3223 5
PHONE NUMBER- SENDER’Y REFERENCE NUMBLER:

465613
b YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:

| CREENOP Comgis st B SCH # 2008111009
Valley EIR
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O rRGenT [0 FoRr REVIEW [J rLEASE COMMENT [ 2LEASE REPLY O PLEASE RECYCIR

NOTES/COMMENTS
Please find the attached letter summarizing the Department’s comments and findings regarding the NOP for
Hacienda Fairview Valley EIR

If you have any questions, please call me at (760) 246-8828.
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State of California - The Resources Agency ARNOLD SCHWARZENECGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

http:/ fwww.dfg.ca.gov
inland Deserts Region (IDR)
407 VWest Line Street

Bishap, CA 93514

(760) 872-1171

December 2, 2008

Mr. Doug Feremenga

San Bernardino County

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 1% Floor
San Bernardino, CA 82415

Subject: Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Hacienda at Fairway Valiey Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR]}, in the Town of Apple Valley sphere of influence,
California. SCH # 2008111009

Dear Mr. Feremenga:

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) has reviewed the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) for the DEIR for the Hacienda at Fairway Valley master-planned
community. The project includes the development of approximately 1,557 acres of
residential, commercial and open space uses with a total of 3,114 residential units.

The Department is providing comments on this NOP as the State agency which has
statutory and common law respeonsibilities with regard to fish and wildlife resources and
habitats. California’s fish and wildlife resources, including their habitats, are held in trust
for the people of the State by the Department (Fish and Game Code §711.7). The
Department has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish,
wildlife, native plants, and the habitats necessary for biologically sustainable
populations of thase species (Fish and Game Code §1802). The Department’s Fish
and wildlife management functions are implemented through its administration and
enforcement of Fish and Game Code (Fish and Game Code §702). The Department is
a trustee agency for fish and wildlife under the California Envirecnmental Quality Act (see
CEQA Guidelines, 14 Cal. Code Regs. §15386(a)). The Department is providing these
comments in furtherance of these statutory responsibilities, as well as its common law
role as trustee for the public’s fish and wildlife.

In order for Department staff to adequately review and comment on the proposed
project the following information should be included in the DEIR:

1. A complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent to the project
area, with particular emphasis upon identifying endangered, threatened and
sensitive species and sensitive habitats.

a. If appropriate habitat for any listed species occurs on the site (include
studies}, including surface waters potentially containing any fish species,
have qualified biologist conduct focused surveys according USFWS and
for Department prolocols (guidelines).

Conserving Californid’s Wildlife Since 1870
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Hacienda Fairview Valley NOP Comments
December 2, 2008

b. Have a qualified botanist conduct a focused rare plant survey during the
appropriate time of year following USFWS and/or Department protocols.

c. Have a qualified biclogist conduct focused surveys for burrowing owl
following the 1993 Burrowing Owl Cansortium protocol guidelines. Survey
guidelines can be obtained for the Department. The mitigation measures
presented in the guidelines should be included in the DEIR andfor DEIS.

d. If any listed species will potentially be impacted by the proposed project,
consultation with the Department and the USFWWS will be required to
establish appropriate avoidance, minimization and mitigation measures.
An Incidental Take Permit may be required by the Department pursuant to
Fish and Game Code Section 2080 et. seq.

e. The Department requests that impacts to State and Federally-listed
species and potential avoidance, alternative and mitigation measures be
addressed in the CEQA document and not solely in subsequent
negotiations between the applicant and the agencies.

2. A thorough discussion of direct, indirect and cumulative impacts expected to
adversely affect biological resources, with specific measures to offset such
impacts.

a. CEQA Guidelines, 15125(a), state that knowledge of the regional setting is
critical to an assessment of environmental impacts and that special
emphasis should be placed on resources that are rare or unique to the
region.

b. Project impacts should be analyzed relative to their effects on off-site
habitats. Specifically, this should include nearby public lands, open
space, adiacent natural habitats and riparian ecosystems. Impacts {o and
maintenance of wildlife corridor/movement areas, including access to
undisturbed habitat in adjacent areas, should be fully evaluated and
provided. This includes impacts to wildlife from increased raven
populations.

1) The zoning of areas for development projects or other uses that
are nearby or adjacent to natural areas may inadvertently
contribute to wildlife—human interactions. A discussion of
possible conflicts and mitigation measures to reduce these
conflicts should be included in the environmental document.

2) A cumulative effects analysis should be developed as described
under CEQA Guidelines, 15130. General and specific plans. as
well as past, present, and anticipated future projects, should be
analyzed relative to their impacts on similar plant communities
and wildlife habitats.

3. A range of alternatives should be analyzed to ensure that alternatives to the

proposed project are fully considered and evaluated. A range of alternatives,
which aveid or otherwise minimize impacts to sensitive biological resources

Page 2 of 4
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Hacienda Fairviewy Valley NOP Comments
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should be included. Specific alternative locations should also be evaluated in
areas with lower resource sensitivity, where appropriate.

a. Mitigation measures for project impacts to sensitive plants, animais and
habitats should emphasize evaluation and selection of alternatives which
avoid or otherwise minimize project impacts. Off-site compensation for
unavoidable impacts through acquisition and protection of high-quality
habitat elsewhere should be addressed.

b. The Department considers Rare Natural Communities as threatened
habitats having regional and local significance. Thus, these communities
should be fully avoided and otherwise protected from project-related
impacts.

c. A California Endangered Species Act (CESA) Permit must be obtained, if
the project has the potential to result in “take” of species of plants or
animails listed under CESA, either during construction or over the life of
the project. CESA Permits are issued to conserve, protect, enhance and
restore State-listed threatened or endangered species and their habitats.
Early consultation is encouraged, as substantial modification to the
proposed project and mitigation measures may be reguired in order to
obtain a CESA Permit. Revisions to the Fish and Game Code, effective
January 1998, requires that the Department issue a separate CEQA
document for the issuance of a CESA permit unless the project CEQA
document addresses all project impacts to listed species and specifies a
mitigation monitoring and reporting program that will meet the
requirements of a CESA permit. For these reasons, the following
information is requested:

1} Biclogical mitigation monitoring and reporting proposals and a
raven control plan should be of sufficient detail and resolution to
satisfy the requirements of a CESA Permit. The Department
recommends early consultation with the Department to discuss
appropriate measures to avoid, minimize, and/or compensate for
impacts.

2) A Depariment-approved Mitigation Agreement and Mitigation Plan
are required for plants listed as rare under the Native Plant
Protection Act.

4. Under Section 1600 ef. seq of the Fish and Game Code, the Department
requires the project applicant to notify the Department of any activity that will
divert, obstruct or change the natural flow of the bed, channel or bank (which
includes associated riparian habitat) or a river, stream or lake, or use material
from a streambed prior to the applicant’'s commencement of the activity. Streams
include, but are not limited to, intermittent and ephemeral streams, rivers, creeks,
dry washes, sloughs, blue-line streams and watercourses with subsurface flow.
The Department, as a responsible agency under CEQA, may consider the local
jurisdiction’s (Lead Agency) Negative Declaration of EIR for the project.

Page 3 of 4
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However, if the EIR daoes not fully identify potential impacts to lakes, streams and
associated resources (including, but not limited to, riparian and altuvial fan sage
scrub habitat) and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, monitoring and
reporting commitments, additional CEQA documentation will be required prior to
execution (signing) of the Streambed Alteration Agreement. in order to avoid
delays or repetition of the CEQA process, potential impacts to a lake or stream,
as well as avoidance and mitigation measures need to be discussed within this
CEQA document. The Department recommends the following measures to avoid
subsequent CEQA documentation and project delays:

a. Incorporate all information regarding impacts to lakes, streams and
associated habitat within the DEIR. Information that needs o be included
within the document includes: (a) a delineation of lakes, streams and
associated habitat that will be directly or indirectly impacted by the
proposed project; (b) details on the biological resources (flora and fauna)
associated with the lakes andfor streams; (c) identification of the presence
or absence of sensitive plants, animals or natural communities; (d) a
discussion of enviranmental alternatives; (e) a discussion of avoidance
measures ta reduce project impacts; and (f) a discussion of potential
mitigation measures required to reduce the project impacts to a level of
insignificance. The applicant and lead agency should keep in mind that
the State also has a policy of no net loss of wetlands.

5. The Department recommends that the project applicant and/or lead agency
consult with the Department to discuss potential project impacts, avoidance and
mitigation measures. Early consultation with the Department is recommended,
since modification of the proposed project may be required to avoid or reduce
impacts to fish and wildlife resources.

In conclusion, the requested biological survey information should be submitted to Mr.
Eric Weiss, 12550 Jacaranda Avenue, Victorville, CA 92395, for review in order to
adequately determine the potential impacts of the project. Questions regarding this
tetter and further coordination on these issues should be direcled to Mr. Weiss at
(760) 246-8828.

Senior Environmental Scientist

cc: Mr. Eric Weiss, DFG
State Clearinghouse
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From: savedesert [mailto:savedesert@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2008 5:48 PM

To: Silva, Andrew; Mitzelfelt, Brad V; Applevgreaves@aol.com; Mitzelfelt, Brad V; Maxwel! Britton; Brown;
Michea! Cartist; DCEcker@aoc!.com; Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning; Kim Floyd; Gary Hatfield;
Janet_Hare@sbcss. k12.ca.us; duncan neil; Fran Perkons,; playfulsteel; Bruce Ponzo,; Donald Russell; Silva,
Andrew; Buford Strange; Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planning; Ron Warren; Jenny Wilder; Terry Williams
Cc: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning; mccaffrey_carol@yahoo.com; Micheal Cartist

Subject: Haclenda Heights Project

1t truly saddens me {o think that big business is destroying our beautifil oasis in the descrt. [n the past
scveral months, I was hoping that [ was only dreaming when I thought that the desert was going to be

destroyed i front of our eves. Well, my nightmare has become a reality, We can no longer be idle in
our thoughts and actions. We must reveal our passions to save the desert by picking up the "pen" and

making contacts RIGHT NOW!

The proposed Hacienda Project is now in the phase of the Environmental Impact Study. We¢ havea
thirty day time {rame to contact San Bernardino County about our concems, data, and feelings about this
destruction of the desert. The contact for the county is Doug Feremenga. Besides his contact
miormation, | have attached other people to contact.

THERE IS A MEETING ABOUT THE PROJECT ON NOVEMBER 18 AT 6:30 pm at Rancho Verde
Elementary School, 14334 Pioncer Road, Apple Vallcy, CA 92307, I STONGLY URGE YOU TO
ATTEND. . TELL YOUR NEIGHRBORS..

If you do not make a stand, then you can not complain when the desert is cemented.

Plcase forward this email to all vour contacts. Tell your ncighbors. Writc lctters and emails.

Letters and fliers will be distributed this week. If you can help with this work, it 1s welcomed. Contact
us.
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Kari Cano - FW: Hacienda at Fairview Valley
From: "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning” <dleremenga(@lusd.sbcounty. gov>
To: "Kari Cano” <KCANO(@rbl.com>

Date: 11/7/2008 9:43 AM
Subject: FW: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

From: Applevgreaves@aol.com [mailto:Applevgreaves@aol.com)
Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2008 11:54 AM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning

Cc: savedesert@yahoo.com

Subject: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

Mr Feremenga:

Reguarding the Hacienda at Fairview project, there is absolutely no way | can be convinced
that the water required for a project of this size will not affect water availability for

existing homaes in this area. Many private wells have recently been installed for new
homes that have been built. Residents are being reminded daily of the shortage of

water & being asked to conserve usage. Most are doing just that. Isp't this a

mixed message 7 s there a shortage ? Will these new homes not affect water

availability ? How can this project be approved, or is this all a lie 7 Please assure

me that this plea will be heard/seen by those involved.

Thank you,
Sharon Greaves
24687 Shoshone Rd

Apple Valley, Ca 82307
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Kari Cano - FY: Cahuilla Road

From:  "lFcremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning” <dferemengalusd.sbeounty.gov>
To: "Kan Cano" <KCANO(Erbf.com>

Date: 11/7/2008 9:52 AM
Subject: FW: Cahuilla Road

From: savedesert [mailto:savedesert@yahoo.cony]

Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2008 3:52 PM

To: Mitzelfelt, Brad V; Silva, Andrew; Applevgreaves@aol.com; Mitzeifelt, Brad V; Masowell Britton; Brown;
Micheal Cartist; DCEcker@aol.com; Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning; Kim Flovd; Gary Hatfield;
Janet_Hare@sbcss.k12.ca.us; duncan neil; Fran Perkons; playfuisteel; Bruce Ponzo; Donald Russell; Silva,
Andrew; Buford Strange; Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planning; Ron Warren; Jenny Wilder; Terry Williams
Subject: Cahuilla Road

It looks like Cahuilla is being widened. That tells me that the project is a go. 1 think that it is truly
undemocratic when the public is not even heard when it comes to the project. Is the mighty dollar, or
the people who rule?
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Frem:  "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning” <dfcremengaielusd.sbeounty.gov>
To: "Kari Cano" <KCANO{rbf.com>

Date: 11/7/2008 9:54 AM

Subject: FW: HESPERIASTAR: MWA board may discuss possible water litigation

From: savedesert [mailto:savedesent@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, November 06, 2008 4:05 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning

Subject; Fw: HESPERIASTAR: MWA board rmay discuss possible water litigation

Doug,

[ think that you should read the attached article.

This email s in regard to the Hacienda Heights proposed project. 1 truly that is an outrage to the desert
community to be cemented for the sake of human living.

Fairview Vallcy provides a haven for many different times of desert wildlife including the desert
tortoise, gray owl and coyote. As more and more of the descert is being used {or commericial and
residential building, these animals have been made to shift thelr way into Fairview Valley for their own
safety. With the Hacienda Project, they will have litile places to go. 1 ride my horsces through this area
quitc often. 1 have scen tortoiscs, scveral owls, and other desert species. 1 think that these animals need
to be considered before the project is okay. [ think, no I know that this project will have a STRONG
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT. A study is nol necessary to answer that fact.

Please read the attached articic.

SAVE the Desert

Carol McCaffrcy
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Kari Cano - FW: Picture this: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

From: "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning" <dferemenga@]Iusd.sbcounty.gov>
To: "Kari Cano" <KCANO@rbf.com>

Date: 11/10/2008 7:55 AM

Subject: FW: Picture this: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

Attachments: desert snapshots.PDF

From: Bruce Ponzo [mailto:bruceponzo@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2008 4:55 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning
Subject: Fw: Picture this: Hacienda at Fairview Valley

Dear Doug,

I am a resident on Cahuilla Rd., Apple valley, CA. and I must add my opposition to this project. Among
other issues, it was not long age that no land owner could escape the paralysis of protecting wildlife and

limiting lot sizes. All of a sudden, these new developers attempting to develop at Fair Valley and on the
corner of Cahuilla and Laguna Seca are somehow able to circumvent the law.

Land use was restricted to 1.25 acres per residential dwelling yet the proposal, if it were none other than
houses would be at .5 acres per house. After the parks, common areas, etc. we will be left with none
other than another concentration camp like Rancho Cucamonga, Fontana, the entire San Fernando
Valley, San Gabriel Valley, and last but most undesirable, South Los Angeles.

There has to be some land that is held as sacred and non urban.

The greater issue is water. Where there is no water there is no life. We are forced to exercise great care
to protect the little water we have now. From where will the water come to feed the new development?
I am certain that more effective arguments than mine are being presented by other of my neighbors in
defense of our lifestyle. Please add mine to the list contrary to these developments and make no mistake
regarding my passion in spite of the brevity of my correspondence.

file://C:\Documents and Settings\KCANO\Local Settings\Temp\XPgrpwise\d917E9050...  11/10/2008



Thank you.
--- On Fri, 11/7/08, savedesert <savedesert@yahoo.com> wrote:
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From: savedesert <savedesert@yahoo.com>

To: "Andrew Silva" <asilva@sbcounty.gov>, bmitzelfelt@sbcounty.gov,
Applevgreaves@aol.com, bmitzelfelt@sbcounty.gov, "Maxwell Britton"
<74chev@wildblue.net>, "Brown" <HIBIM@aol.com>, "Micheal Cartist"
<MCCARTIST@aol.com>, DCEcker@aol.com, dferemenga@lusd.sbcounty.gov, "Kim
Floyd" <kimffloyd@fastmail.fm>, "Gary Hatfield" <mtnhomehat@yahoo.com>,

Janet Hare@sbcss.k12.ca.us, "duncan neil" <duncandiane7@verizon.net>, "Fran Perkons"
<fran@verizon.net>, "playfulsteel" <playfulsteel@earthlink.net>, "Bruce Ponzo"
<bruceponzo@yahoo.com>, "Donald Russell" <dakeyman@msn.com>, "Andrew Silva"
<asilva@sbcounty.gov>, "Buford Strange" <bufenruth2@verizon.net>,
tcreason@lusd.sbcounty.gov, "Ron Warren" <Ronhbmcwar@aol.com>, "Jenny Wilder"
<JensOasis@aol.com>, "Terry Williams" <twilliams@lusd.sbounty.gov>

Date: Friday, November 7, 2008, 4:10 PM

Photo taken in the proposed Hacienda Heights area

11/10/2008



Page 1 of']

Kari Caro - FW: Hacienda Project
From: “Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning™ <dferemengaiz;lusd.sheounty.gov>
To: "Kari Cano" <KCANO@rbf com>

Date: 111272008 8:01 AM
Subject: FW:Hacienda Projoct

From: savedesert [mailto:savedesert@yahoo.com]

Sent: Monday, November 10, 2008 1:44 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning

Cc: Silva, Andrew; Mitzelfelt, Brad v; savedesert@yahoo.com; center@biclogicaldiversity.org;
information@sierraciub.org

Subject: Hacienda Project

Dear Mr. Feremenga,

This email is in Tegard 1o the environmental impact study for the Hacienda Project in [Fairview Valley.

My roain concern is how this proposed development will aflect the wildlife in the arca. The desert is
devcloping too fast and man is pushing wildlife decper into the desert. This area has become a haven to
several desert animals which include the desert torloise, gray owls, and coyotes. If it 1s destroyed, these
animals wilt die.

My other concern i3 water. Many people who all ready live in the area have ther own well systems
which could be depleted by this project. It is nationally known thal there is a drought in the desert and 1t
will not be over very soot. Presently there is Ntigation between a main water company in the arca and
Barstow regarding waler usage and its scarcity,

T implore you to think about these 1ssues as the environmental impact study 1s compleled.

IT there is anty questions that T can answer, please fecl free to contact me.

Ml ST Dinem pnte aod Settines B AN aeal Settineay Temn X Pomwiserd 9T ARDSRG . 112072008



Date: November 16, 2008

Doug Feremenga, AICP, Senior Planner,
385 North Arrowhead Ave.,, First Floor,
San Bernardino CA 92415-0182

Subject: Hacienda at Fairview Valley.

| am writing this letter to document my opposition to certain segments of the proposed
Master Planned community. Some aspects of their Specific Plan will impact me and my
family in avery direct and personal way: Aesthetics, Noise, Traffic, and loss of the
Biodiversity of the desert.

My home islocated on the corner Laguna Seca dr., and Pala L ane exactly one block North
of Laguna Seca and Cahuilla Rd. (about 100 yards).

AESTHETICS

From the North and East windows of my home | enjoy the uninterrupted views of the sky,
the mountains, and the natural desert floor of the Fairview Valley. Their exhibit # 5-5
shows buildings which are directly across L aguna Seca Dr. From my home. From this
exhibit thereis no way to deter mine whether they are single or two story buildings. South
of that location ther e ar e mor e buildings which effectively shuts off my view of the valley to
the East. Since their “Commercial Center” will contain Restaurants, Grocery, and service
buildings, | have visions of food wrappers, drink cups and pizza boxes blowing all over the
neighbor hood.

I have an astronomical telescope which | use to observe many of the objectsin the night sky.
The back-shine from the bright lights of the Commercial Center will severely affect the
usefulnes of the telescope.

NOISE

Exhibit #5-5 shows two driveways leading to the Police and Fire Protection Facilities they
have provided. Thesetwo driveways ar e directly across L aguna Seca Dr. from my
property. | can only imaginethe noise and clamor of vehicles coming and going at all
hour s of the day and night.

TRAFFIC

Their plan statestheir intention of building 3,114 residential unitsin their community. If
you assume two vehicles per family, leaving and returning to their homes each day, that
equatesto 6,228 cars per day crossing theinter section at L aguna Seca and Cahuilla. | have
no way to estimate the number of additional vehicletripsfor visitors. services, utilities, etc.,
which might add to thetotal. My vision isthat it most certainly would require afour way
signal at that intersection, leading to mor e noise pollution and general clamor. Sincethese
arethe only access roads to the planned community, the traffic will incr ease tremendously
on other roads sleading to this area, such as Standing Rock, Joshua, and Central rd.



BIODIVERSITY

My family haslived herefor nineyears. During this time we have enjoyed watching a wide
variety of wild desert animals and birdsincluding Kangar oo rats, lizards, Quail, Ravens,
Rattlesnakes, Doves, Ground Squirrels, and common Mice. We have seen all these on our
own two and-a-half acres. Outside our fences we have witnhessed Coyotes, Owls, Hawks,
and Feral Catsforaging for an existencein an ever-decreasing habitat. This new Master
Planned Community will destroy the habitat for thousands of creatureswhich deserveto
have a natural environment to livein.

I am concer ned about other aspects of this development which, | believe, should be studied
very carefully, such as Water supply, Waste water handling, Water Quality, and Cultural
Resources. While these items don’t affect me directly, at present, there may come atime
when they may present a very serious problem to everyonein the High Desert.

IN CONCLUSION

The problem which is most seriousto me, personally, isthe rezoning of the acreage for the
Commercial Center from RL-5 Rural Living, to Commercial CN (SP), directly acrossthe
road from my home.

Their plan will disturb the quiet country-living atmospher e for a great many homeowners
by re-zoning a 15 acre parce which isin proximity to hundreds of homes and ranchesinto a
busy, noisy, Strip Mall.

Why wouldn’t they locate this commercial zone on their own property closer to the center
of thefour villages? Thiswould makeit more available to more of their own people and
wouldn’t disturb the peace and quiet of so many of the original homeownersin the
surrounding community.

Please have thisread into the record at the November 18, 2008 meeting to be held at the
Rancho Verde Elementary School in Apple VAlley

Sincerely,

Buford Strange

16184 L aguna Seca Dr .
AppleValley CA 92307

760-247-5100.
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November 17, 2008

Mr. Doug Feremenga, FAX # (909) 387-3223
AICP, Senior Planner

Advance Planning Division

Environmental and Mining Section

385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Re: Notice of Preparation of a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Hacienda at
Fairview Valley Specific Plan.

From: Pichai Treeaporn and Janie Lu (Property Owners, Parcel #0436-272-120000)

Dear Mr. Feremenga:
We are responding to your Notice dated 10/30/2008 regarding the subject Notice.

We, as property owners, could not prevent any development around our property; however, we do
hope that the development project would not cross the line to our property. Since the EIR is not yet
available, therefore we could not give you our better comments without reviewing the EIR. We do
have some concerns that the development project might affect our property as follows:

1) There should be no dumping of trash and any hazardous materials into our property.

2) In the case that the development project would need to use portion of our property for
construction or in-and-out traffic purposes, the developer would have to make arrangement
with us and also reimburse us for the temporary use of our property.

3) Might have the affect to the vegetation of our property. Also proper drainage to avoid flooding

our property.

We would appreciate you to mail us a copy of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) when it is
available. Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Sincerely Yours,
Pichai & Janie

Pichai Treeaporn / Janie Lu
Property Owners, Parcel #0436-272-120000

cc: File
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New Text Document

NOVEMBER 15, 2008

TO: MR. DOUG FEREMENGA
AICP, SENIOR PLANNING

FROM: DAN GAITHER, RESIDENT
24211 PALA LANE
APPLE VALLEY, 92307

RE: HACIENDA PROJECTQ FAIRVIEW
PARCEL # 0436-021-13
PROJECT # P200700948 / cF

ATTACHED YOU WILL FIND A COPY OF A LETTER SUBMITTED BY MYSELF IN OPPOSITION AND
MY CONCERNS REGARDING THE ABOVE MENTIONED PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT., AS you CAN
SEE, THE DATE OF THE LETTER FALLS WAY BACK ON DECEMBER 7, 2007, WHEN THE PROJECT was
ATTEMPTING TO GET AN APPROVAL BY THE COUNTY COMMISSION BOARD. IT IS AGAIN ATTEMPTING
FOR THIS APPROVAL WITH A SCOPING MEETING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2008 AT
6:30 P.M. AT RANCHO VERDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN APPLE VALLEY.

I STILL FEEL THE SAME WAY, BUT WITH EVEN MORE ADDED CONCERNS WHICH I HAVE

LISTED BELOW;
1.) ECONOMICS, AS WELL A3, FINANCIAL SITUATIONS ARE WORSE
OFF COUNTYWIDE AND STATE WIDE THAN BEFORE.
2.) MONIES FOR ROAD AND TRAFFIC CONTROL WITH IMPROVEMENTS
ARE LESS AVAILABLE BY ALL GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES.
3.) A LOOK AT THE LOCAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS CURRENTLY

INCOMPLETE DUE TQ LACK OF FUNDS ARE AN EYESORE, AND WILL ONLY
CONTINUE TO BRING DOWN THE HOUSE VALUES WITHIN THE MARKET TO OUR
PROPERTIES.

SUCH PROJECTS ARE as FOLLOWS:
A.) INCOMPLETE TOWN-HOME PROJECT LOCATED AT HIGHWAY 18 @

B.) INCOMPLETE "MIRA MONTE" HOUSING DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT
ESAWS @ CENTRAL. COMPLETION LOOKS AT 50%, MAYBE LESS. PROJECT
STARTED OVER TWO (2) YEARS AGO.
C.) INCOMPLETE HOUSING PROJECT LOCATED AT STANDING ROCK,
RAMONA @ OCOTILLA. THIS PROJECT CONSIST OF A PERIMETER WAL
GRADED DIRT ROADS, AND NOT EVEN A SINGLE STRUCTURE. PROJECT
STARTED IN LATE 2006 OR EARLY 2007,

KIOwA.

L,

BESIDE ALL THE ABOVE ISSUES AND CONCERNS, I wouLD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT WILL THE
COUNTY DO ToO PROTECT THE RESIDENTS IN CASE THIS PROJECT ENDS yp LIKE THE ABOVE
MENTIONED ITEMS, AND WE WILL NOT BE LEFT WITH JUST AN EYESORE WHICH WOULD ONLY LEAVE
THE AREA OPEN FQR THE POSSIBILITY OF: VANDALTISM, GRAFFITI, DUMPING GROUNDS, DRUG,
CRIME AND HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS .

I SUBMIT THESE CONCERNS ON BEHALFE OF MYSELF, FAMILY AND PROBABLY MOST OF THE
LOCAL RESIDENTS.

RESPECTFULLY,

[} DR Y
DANIELY GATITHER

chos orts@yahoo. com
(626) 216-8464

Page 1
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OFFICE
13891 Park Avenue
Victorville, CA 92392

Get In touch

Local: (790) 241-7744

Fax: (760) 241.7145 .
Out of area: 1-800-553-2008

MAIL
P.0. Box 1389
Victorville, CA 82393-1389

Our office is open Monday thiough Friday, 830 AM oS30 PM,

Please yze the onfine contact form to send ua your question or comment The Category

menu lets us know who to farward Your mesaage lo,

Your neme: ¢

T
Ko by o~

:DAN CATTHER
Your e.nmeli wodresx; ¢

-cbosporty@yahoo.com
Subject -

ARTICLE DATED 1/8/08 BY RYAN ORR RE: Av MANSION PROJECT

Categonz
Help Finding a Particuler News Story 3!

Hossoge: *
{%u& ARTICLE RE: A'V. MANSION PROJECT.

| RECENTI.Y MOVED TO APPLE VALLEY WITHIN A YEAR TO TH UN- 1
INCORPORATE ( SYCAMORE ROCKS),AREA WHERE MY UNDERSTANDING
WAS THAT THER WAS TO BE A LIMIT OF ONE HOUSE PER ONE AND 1/4
ACRE. | RECENTLY RECEIVED A LETTER STATING THAT aN APPLICANT

AND / OR PRINT AN ARTICLE SINCE NONE OF THE RESIDENTS IN THE

ARER HAVE OR HAVE NOT EVEN HEARD OF THIS PROJECT AND { OR
HAVE HAD ANY CHANGE OF APPROVING OR DISAPPROVING TiIS

PROJECT, [ WOULD ALSO LIKE TO KNOW iF THIS IS ONE OF THOSE '(
ALREADY BACKDOOR APPROVED DEALs, . ‘

hu.uumu.mmmmu.mamzmnm:,L.:r.nf_ .

‘w

ALREADY RACKDOGR APPROVED DEA(S,

[1F YOU WOULD E-MAIL ME Wity BE ABLE TO FAX YOU ALL THE
[ DETAILS REGARDING THIS REQUEST
| e ;g:sborts@yahoo.com or home (760) 240-6979 cell (626) 216-

IPRUJECT. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO KNOW IF THIS IS ONE OF THOSE

 THANK YOU ON BEMALF OF OUR LOCAL RESIDENTS
(DAN GAITHER
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S
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DECEMBER 7, 2007

TO: MS. TRACY CREASON
PROJECT PLANNER

RE; HACIENDA AT FAIRVIEW VALLEY
(APPLICANT)
#0436-021-13 / PARCEL NUMBER
# P200700948/CF / PROJECT NUMBER

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I AM 1 10% AGAINST THE PROPOSED PROJECT
WHICH WOULD BE LOCATED AT LAGUNA SECA DRIVE AND CAHU ILLA
ROAD, NORTHEAST CORNER.

WHO HAVE BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH “AUTISM”. WE MOVED UP TO THE
HIGH DESERT FOR THIS REASON. WE PREVIOUSLY RESIDED DOWN THE
HILL IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY FOR FIFTEEN (15) AND WERE TIRED OF
ALL THE FAST PACED WAY OF LIFE.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE REASONS AND CONCERNS FOR NOT
WANTING THIS PROPOSED PROJECT:
1.) ISN'T THE PROPERTY CODE FOR THIS AREA RESTRICTS ONE
(1) HOUSE PER 1| % ACRE.

2.) THIS PROPOSED PROJECT WHICH WANTS TO BUILD 3,400
HOMES WHICH WOULD MEAN . (THREE THOUSAND FOR
HUNDRED FAMILIES. IF EACH OF THOSE FAMILIES HAD ONE
CHILD, THAT WOULD MEAN-—ONE MALE, ONE WIFE AND
ONE CHILD EQUALS APPROXIMATELY—10,200 MORE

3.) TRAFFIC: CAHUILLA IS ONLY A TWO LANE HIGHWAY ANb
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5.) SEWER AND WASTE SERVICES: THIS PROJECT WOULD
EXHAUST AND DISRUPT WHAT LITTLE SYSTEM, WHICH HAS

CARE WHAT EFFECTS THAT THIS PROPOSED PROJECT
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AN EFFECT THE VALUE OF OUR HOMES.
12,) FIRE SERVICES: WITH 3,400 MORE RESIDENTS, THERE
WOULD BE ANOTHER ISSUE AND AGAIN, ANOTHER
INCREASE IN TAXES, AND ANOTHER EFFECT ON THE
PROPERTY VALUE.

13,) EDUCATION: WHAT IS THE CONTIGENCY PLANS FOR
THESE PROPOSED FAMILIES AND THERE CHILDREN.
CURRENTLY, THERE IS ONLY ONE CLOSE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL (SYCAMORE ROCKS), ONE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL,
(GRANITE HIGH). ALL INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS ARE NOT
WITHIN LOCAL DISTANCE BUT ALSO ARE FILLED TO
CAPICITY AS PERMITTED BY LAW, TEACHERS ARE
CURRENTLY SHORTHANDED AND ARE ALSO IN DEMAND.
TO INCREASE THE NECES SARY PERONNEL, THIS WOULD
MEAN ANOTHER TAX INCREASE AND EFFECT ON
PROPERTY VALUE.

THE ABOVE ISSUES SHOULD NOT ONLY BE ADDRESSED
BUT SOLVED BEFORE, A VOTE BY THE RESIDENTS, AND SOLUTIONS TO

DAN & ELIZABETH GAITHER
24211 PALA LANE
APPLE VALLEY, CAL. 92307

(760) 240-6979  e-mail address: ¢bosports@yahoo.com

RESPECTFULLY,

DAN GAITHE
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Land Services Department
Advance Planning Division

385 North Arrowhead Ave.

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182

Attn: Dough Feremenga, AICP, Senior Plan
Re' Hocienda 2% Fakeview Nalew Sgac.r%r, cw\

Dear Mr. Feremenga:

This is to inform you that we are all in favor of the project
here in my office.

Thank you,

v;%ﬂ:jCELW_ 61__ L«wvﬁ“vfj

Joyce A. Moss



County of San Bernardino

EIR Public Scoping Meeting
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Pr0]ect
Rancho Verde Elementary School
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

This form may be used to submit comments and suggestions in regard to environmental issues
that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project.

Name (please print) Oﬁf . \ /( ) /E’ \/
Mailing Address [94857 ¢:727, nﬁmmo \%/ umqﬁzm{ﬂé,%qﬁq?

by
Tt = QUE-RT 3

Telephone No. (daytime)

Fax No.

E-mail address 0 {ﬁ g; . : Q /@@&g ) 5
Organization/Affiliation

The Draft EIR for the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project should address
the followmg potentially significant enwronme‘ntal impacts:
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Tha u for your assistance.

Written comments will be accepted until December 4, 2008 and may be directed to Doug Feremenga,
AICP, Senior Planner, at the Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division, located at 385
North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182, Fax (909) 387-3223 or E-mail
dferemenga@lusd.sbcounty.gov.

To Mail, Fold and Staple



Page 1 of 3

From:  "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planmung" <dferamengai@iusd.sheounty.govs
To: "Kan Cano" <KCANOErbf com>, "Ene Flodine” <BErcFistrataequity com>, "Kevin

Thomas” <K THOMAS@rbf coms=, "John Gitford" <JGIFFORD{@Erbf.com=, "Creason, Tracy
- LUS - Current Plamming" <tereason®tlusd.sbeoumnty. gove, "Hyke, Camme - LUS - Advance
Planming” <chykeiglusd sheounty. gove

Date: 117242008 7:51 AM

Snbject: FW: Regurding the Proposed Hactenda Progect i the Farview Valley area.

EYL

Cheers,

Doiigr

From: Wirard OF Oz [mailto:hotspringswizard @hatmail.com]

Sent: Friday, Novemnber 21, 2008 1:44 PM

To: Feramenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning

Subject: Regarding the Proposed Hacienda Project in the Fairview Valley area,

Mr Feramenga, Here is g letter T just wrote to a local in our area who is working o create greater
awareness of this Haclenda Project for those residents in our vicinity that would definitely be
negatively affected by this developmeant:

Hellg, My neighbor showed me your flyer put on mailboxes in our area. I have been hearing about
this Hacienda Project for same time now fram differant sources. T wrote a latter ealier this year
exprassing my dis-approvat of what they were planning. Putting 2,114 home units in the areas
proposed will without any doubt affect negatively the quality of ife of those of us living in its
vicinity. There is a variety of reasons why this project is ill advised and makes nao sense. I anly
found out about the 11-18 meeting oday, From what my neighbor told me they just announced
this meeting just days hefore it cocurred. To me that says it all about the developers " real "
interest in getting any commentary from the focals who would be nagatively affected by this
project, I will be sending a letter to the e-mail addraes listad in the meating handouts about the
proposed project. This review process |looks like ite being handled through county officials. To me,
the county oparates like tha BLM, in that the local commentary process is just used to facilitate
them saying they gave the public a chance to commaent. If they want the project to go, it doesn't
matter who complains about it, they will do it anyway. Just like the proposed upcoming windmill
projects for Granite Mountains and the Sidewinder Mountains, the BLM gathered public
commentary and did a meeting to inform the locals of the details of these projects. But 1 was told
by an ex BLM employees out of the Barstow office that if the BLM wants the windmilt project to go,
it doesn't matter what the public wants. Public commeaniary is just a formality they must do to
satisfy certain requirments, The commentary realisticaily carries no weight in the BLM's ultimate
decision. This Hacienda profect will be very bad for our area in my opinion, and I hope very much

file:/CABocaments and Sctings\ KCANO Local Scttings' Temp X Perpwise?dU2ASCEFGO... 117242008
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that it never breaks ground. Like the massive 14,000+ home Summit Valley project proposed in
southern Hesperia for many, many years, no ground has bean broken to date. Just because they
are running throuegh the initial steps, doasn't mean cireumstance may not prevail to see that it
never gets started, like cur national slide towards possible depression type economic conditions for
the forseable future. People are waiting { including the developers ) for the normai * economic turn
around " scenaric that we have experienced in recent decades, however the current econemic woes
are being precipitated by issues of such grave depth and censequence that the worlds industrial
economies ( the US included ) appear headed for increasing negative and longterm ecenomic
growth for the foreseable future ( much of it will be related te the growing worldwide energy crisis
resutting from the decline of the world's hydrocarbon energy supplies, cil, gas and coal }. The point
being, a project ke this Hacienda project will be doomed to fallure for sure if our

individual state economies continue o move into more dire territory as has been happening in
arnest of |ate. Thesa big developers just see the " Big Money " they can make from such projects,
and are usually fong gone with thier profits by the time the negative fallout from thier develpments
start being fully realilzed. The develpers never provide for the complate infrastructure requirments
that are realistically neaded to properly support the thousands of new peoanle that these homes
would be bringing Into the area. The requirments of the county will nat be sufficiant in the end,
gaurunteed. To me these projects are all about short sighted greed on the part of developers and
the government official entities involved. The negative things that us locals around the project will
experience is not even on their list of concarns. Still we must write letters of our dis-approval and
de what we can. My neighbor and I do afot of hiking in the Fairview Mountains and Granite
Mountains and 1 hate to think what impacts will result frorm a proliferation of
people/kids/motorcyctes/horses, et will do to the peace and trandquility that can now be found
when hiking out into these currently pristine areas. My family and I live off of Laguna Seca, at

the intersection { SE corner, with white sailboat next to house ) of Costa and Sherri Lane. If you
wish to contact us just call my cell phone; 760-265-0664. I'm really hoping that this boondoggle
of a praject evantually gets canned as it should be, Yan

A book you [ everyone really } sericusly need to read Mr Feremenga is " The Long Emergancy " by
James Howard Kunstier. The suburban mega develpment model that has proliferated throughout
the WS is headed for collapse, failure. This model only worked because we lived in a realively brief
period of abundant and very cheap energy. These far flung residential developments will not
function without the * car cultura " of recent decades, A recent report by the International Energy
Agency states that the world’s 400 biggest oil fields will be experiencing { starting now 3 a3 9.1
percant annual dedline rate. Peaple are being fooled by the transition from £147 3 barret oil in late
July this year down to 549 dollar a barrel as of yesterday, along with the consequent cheaper gas
pricas. This has only ocoured because of the worldwide demand destruction created by the
worldwide massive sconomic downturn headed for recession and eventually deprassion like
conditions. What we are experiencing is not the normal dowturn of recent decades. The world is
now entering peried { indefintely prolonged } of increasing economic decline, and not the steady
growth experienced especially since the last world war. The US now imports almost 70% of the oil
it uses and it will be hit especially hard by the looming hydrocarbon energy crisis that we are on
the cusp of, So with these things coming, wha will be able to afford to buy these houses in g
devalopment like the Hacienda Project, as the lose thier jobs, have no savings, are indebt up to
thier eybails, see the inevitable return of super expensive energy cost acrass the board. Water is
also & big issue related to this project since 1 have no doubt that the water supply for this massive
project will be pulled from varicus wells { Ranchos Water District perhaps? ) drawing from the fossil
water aguifers in our area. Our water district [ Thunderbird Heights ) right next to this proposad
development is already experiencing alarming drops in the static leve] within the wells that provide
our water. The last thing we need is a profect of 3,114 homes further drawing down the fossik
aguifers in our area, water that was percolated and filled many thousands of years ago whean this
area was green and the dry lakes bad water. The underground water level in the high

desert aguifers are heading for big trouble on a valley wide basis. These big developers that
entertain these monsterous projects don't care at ali about these longer range problems. They just
want to get in quick, get the projects done, make the money than move on to the next " Big Money
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" project, The truth is, I den't think this project will ever see ground broken, and if it does begin
development, it will succumb in the end to the growing realities of our state, national, and world
wide developing crisis conditions because of the collapsing fraudulent financial pyramid schemes
bubbles that were able to float the economies for a time ( now in imminent failure ), and because
the |leoming energy constraints that will be driving all the warlds economies into negative growth
trendlines. This project is doomed to be a failure and & ghost town, saoner, or a little later
dependant on how fast conditions devolve. For yourself, and for the future interest and the wel
being of vour family, you must read " The Long Emergency " as a start to understanding what we
are all facing. Also a superb DVD on the subject of the issue of just wheare were at regarding the
upcoming declines in world hydrocarbon energy is called * A Crude Awakening ", The book |
menticned and this DVD will go a long way toward helping you understand why we have now
begun to enter these dire economic times, and why James Howard Kunstler refers te this period as
" The Long Emergency “. This Hacienda Project makes no sense whatsoever, it represants short
term greed period. Look at whats now happening 1o mega projects like these in Las Vegas. They
are failing, Suburban Sprawl as developed in the fast 50 years is a dying model, 8 monumental
mis-appropriation of resources. As the energy wanes these massive regions dependant an cheap
energy to function will fail as will this Haciendza Project will, You should read the book I mentionad
and wateh the DVD hecause these things will be affecting you and your family greatly from now to
the immediate years ahead, And if you ignore what I'm telling you, ne matter, because the realities
of the times we are entering economically will be reminding you maore and more that we truly are
ertering dire tirmas like we all have never seen in our {ifetimes, repercussions that will very likely
deveolve into conditions even worse than our last great deprassion. Please don't do this project, it
will fail, and Hs a terrible Idea. Thanks for vour time.  ¥an
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Doug Feremenga Howard Brown Barbara Miropol

Senior Project Planner 2008 N0V 24 PH 1: 05 24541 Pala Lane

San Bernardino County Apple Valley CA 92307
Land Use Services Department hjbim{@aol.com
Planning Division 760 247-7824

385 North Arrowhead Ave 1st Floor

San Bernardino CA 92415-0182 November 19, 2008

RE: HACIENDA AT FAIRVIEW VALLEY PROJECT

Dear Doug:

[ am writing in regards to the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley development project in the north
east corner of Apple Valley. Asanearby property and homeowner ] have several concerns regarding
the proposed development. Several years ago when [ was president of the Apple Valley View
Homeowners Association a very similar development project was proposed for the same property,
and it failed for numerous reasons. This project is very similar, and has the same inherent problems,
and we are opposed to the proposed project for a number of reasons, which I will discuss below.

The proposal includes a zoning change to allow constructing over 3000 high density residential units
that would result in as many as 12,000 new residents, and 6000 or more cars in an area which is
currently sparsely populated and rural with several hundred residents. The adjacent residents to the
west and east moved to the area because of the sparse population and rural nature of the area, and
we want to keep it that way.

Over the years housing construction in the high desert has overbuilt and the area is littered with
unfinished and or unoccupied housing projects. We do not want another eyesore, particularly at the
proposed scale of the proposed subdivision.

The most serious inherent problem with the proposal for 3000 new homes in an area where there is
currently several hundred homes, is that the area does not have the water resources to support
>10,000 new residents. The necessary quantity of water is simply not available in the area proposed
for development. The proposal to bring water in from other outside sources via a pipeling is not
workable. On a larger scale there is already a serious existing overdraft condition of the regional
water supply, and the scale of this development would require approximately 100X as much water
as currently used. This is a huge increase. [ simply will not allow my water to be diminished or
contaminated for this housing development. Water availability is a major issue, and has not been
resolved in the proposal.

Other obvious problems for a development of this scale relative to water is the total lack of
infrastructure in the surrounding area relative to waste water, such as sewers, and sewage treatment
plant., The road system is inadequate to handle the more than 6000 cars the residents would drive
traveling too and from the development each and every day. Is the proponent willing to add
additional lanes to Laguna Seca and Cahuilla outside the project area to accommodate the 10X
increase in traffic.



From an environmental standpoint, the area proposed for Development is known to be prime habitat
for Desert Tortoise a Federally listed LEndangered species. Previous studies have identified the
presence of desert tortoise. Typically the proponent must come up with mitigation land in the ratio
ofnot less than 3/1 for lost endangered species habitat. Iexpect this will be required for this project..
The land may also be habitat for Endangered Kangaroo Rat, Endangered birds, and perhaps Mojave
ground squirrel as well, and thus the mitigation ratio could reach 5/1 to replace lost habitat.

Developments of this scale are subject to the requirement of adequate water supply, connection to
sewers and conveyance of storm water within roadway or other easements, in addition to required
service components such as police and or sheriff and fire department to serve the development.
These costs must be absorbed by the project proponent, and proposed land use elements of this
nature and size may require the vote of the electorate to apply the proposed density and minimum
lot size to this specific proposal because of the immense and dramatic change from the existing
sttuation..

Clearly a project of this size and scale would be a dramatic and very significant departure from the
relaxed and rural lifestyle the residents of this area have enjoyed for over 40 years. Indeed, the scope
and the impacts of this project are so large that it will require more than simply a zoning change, it
may require a vote of the electorate. But most of all it will impose an unwanted major lifestyle
change for all the residents in the swrounding area, a change that the current residents will not
accept. In fact this proposed development is antithetic to the “Better way of Life” Apple Valley
residents have enjoyed since the vision of Newton Bass and Bud Westlund over 50 years ago.

Given the lack of water, environmental impacts, the significant infrastructure requirements, and the
overall opposition of virtuaily all of the residents in the surrounding area, this proposal should not
be allowed to go forward. The no project alternative must be selected.

Please add our name to the mailing list for any actions, or documentation regarding this project,
including any environmental impact reports or other types of regulatory documentation . Thank you
for considering our comments.

?ley’ / j/f/\\/‘\

Howard Brown
Barbara Miropol

cc; 1% District Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt



County of San Bernardino
EIR Public Scoping Meeting
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Spenific vrz!&-oj o T
Rancho Verde Elementaera;;ﬂSc ool KFF 8: 47
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

This form may be used to submit comments and suggestions in regard to environmental issues
that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project.

-—

Name (please print) A~ R/c. fe /241 TN 3 /A//\[pﬁ &47’5/1
/
Mailing Address /<" ZS A2z, Lowes , / A E VL E
Telephone No. (daytime) @G 07 X7 ‘“7‘{?@ 7 L3567~

Fax No.

E-mail address Llo /% ;% V. a, 5’“\/?/: %4,@[4_ s IZ%L___

Organization/Affiliation

The Draft EIR for the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project should adaress
the following potentially significant environmental impacts:

- loss of habitat for desert tortoise, federally listed threatened species

- habitat fragmentation of desert bighom; bighorn sheep currently travel between sections of the Granite, Fairview and other local
mountzins: fragmentation of habitat could cause genetically isolated populations to develop

- %his projected development, Hacienda at Fairview Valley, could limit recreational access to public lands (for hikers, hunters, rock climbers
etc.)

-- mass-grading for development will caase dust problems for wide-spread adjacent areas and increase the proliferation of non-native plants
& weeds (e.3. Sahara mustard, bromis grass); these plants create a significant fire-hazzard when dry

-- development, esp. commercia! zones, will negatively impact dark night skies

- water is scarse in this ares and development on this scale is certain to draw down local aquafers and may cause local springs Lo dry up,
decreasing the water <i:uply for desert bighorn and other wildlife

-- existing single ‘ane road (Cahuila) access is inadequate for a development of this scope ‘

-- development of proposed High Desert Corridor is tenuous and cannot be depended upon for or by this development

-- developments of this nature often ignore ordinances protecting joshua trees, which thrive in proposed project irea

Signature %{%’— é/V IZ’A"

Thank you for your assistance.

Written comments will be accepted until December 4, 2008 and may be directed to Doug Feremenga,
AICP, Senior Planner, at the Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division, located at 385

North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182, Fax (909) 387-3223 or E-mail
dferemenga@lusd.sbcounty.gov.

To Mail, Fold and Staple
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County of San Bernardino

_ EIR Public Scoping Meeting
. S Hamngmﬂﬂgﬂ -']Fy Specific Plan Project
Rancho Verde Elementary School
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

This form may be used to submit comments and suggestions in regard to environmental issues
that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project.

d

Name (please print) D ‘ANE N E [ l_ QM, //‘/e?/éf
e

§ Meling Address - Jp)&)  JAPATUL. ROAD 72,
Telephone No. (daytime) 7 é’ 0 ? é /‘__ (5; 70 (?

Fax No. S

VoLl fo

E-mail address

Organization/Affiliation ',{ ' Z%L 7 // o / (
ﬂ,ﬁw L ,M&@L&.L/z ale e

The Draft EIR for the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project should address
the following potentially significant environmental impacts:

,”%M/M/M/f}/;/}m/sr‘wm b L T REPE
tr Reo o i tml crex pf rua M—% Lidcntd e stiniill
wrld fe a Aeonots,! / J

WATER ~S2e allackes artecds .
g G
o teriteseZary Ko leser7 ! Ous naw Kocohtysr aie ol Zry
Signature o/Q’{{r\.L ﬁg{l/ %,&q + h.—azf /\"-V"’-/
a .

Thank you for your assistance. Vz W % 1 ? # %4 /

Written comments will be accepted until December 4, 2008 and may be directed to Doug Feremenga,
AICP, Senior Planner, at the Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division, located at 385
North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182, Fax (909) 387-3223 or E-mail
dferemenga@lusd.sbecounty.gov,

Pr Lo wodd fo QW/M/M%//

To Mail, Fold and Staple

THANK




RE  WATER

Daiiy Press l Page edited By Fernando Torres

B CALIFORNIA

0.C. firefighters:
- Lack of water
- Cost homes

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

YORBA LINDA « Orange County
firefighters say a lack of water in
hydrants. in an upscale neighbor-

- hood prevented them from saving
at least three homes during last
- weekend's wildfire. ot

Battalion Chief Kris Concepeion ™
said on Friday that firefighters had
~ to retreat from the upper eleva- !
- - tions of a Yorba Linda neighbor-
‘ hood after no water came out of the
hydrants during the blaze,
. Concepeion says firefighters esti-
mate at least three of the 19 homes
- damaged or destroyed in Hidden
Hills Estates could haye been
saved. 5 '
He did not know the reason for
thelack of water, ‘



Kari Cano - Hacienda at Fairview

Page 1 of 1

From: <Applevgreavesaol.com=

To: <dferemenga@lusd sboounty govs

Date: 12212008 9:56 AM

Subkject: Hacienda at Fairvicw

Hi Mr Feremenga:

It's me again, about Hacienda at Fairview Valley. Simply put, cur desert, our home. Al of

the issues as noted in the Environmenial Study, are of such mportance; water 1at,

poflution of cur agquifer, pollution of air, noise & tight, Scenic vistas are what we want to

seg, not an "Orangs County” housing tract. By the way Holiday Ranch was there first.

Feople should be moving in an area ag it is, not o change existing quafities. Also, the

Besert tortise & it"s burroughs are in evidence. | have seen them myself in the

immediate area of my home, Alsc, where will the many Joshuas be "relocated”
unsuccessfully 7 COn & On.

Sincersty

Ken & Sharon Greaves

24687 Shoshone Rd

Apple Valley, CA S2307

760-247-2463

Finally, one site has it &l your friends, your email, your favaorite sites. Try The MEW AQOL com,
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Kari Cano - Fed: Hacienda at Fairview

From: <Applevareavesizaol con>

To: <tcrcason{ylusd sheounty.govi=

Date: 12272008 10022 Al

Subject: Fwd: Haclenda at Fairview

CC: <jgiffordi@rbf.com>, <bmitzelelt@sbeounty. govs>

Attachments: Hacienda at Fairview

To those invalved:

We are one of many nearby residents ready to defend our desert home. Progress may be
a part of life on earth, but progress doesn't have to change the environment as it is.

After reading the environmental report, the concems are a real issue. Water is the

first & most important. After heing told again & again of a shortage, & the need to
canserve, | wonder, | am concerned of course of pollution, of &, light, raffic & noise.

&ur scenic vistas are a serene value to those in this area, actually providing a

physical balance in our ives. The Desert Tortise does in fact live in the local area.

A home built on an acre or mere is not 30 much 2 congcern as 3,000 and more homes,

Please ligten,

Ken & Sharon Greaves
24687 Shoshone Rd
Apple Valey, Ca 92307
TEQ 247 2468

Finally, ome site has it all: vour friends, yvour email, vour favorite sites. [ry The NEW AQ.com.
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County of San Bernardino t/‘[@ EC &l W/Em |

EIR Public Scoping Meeting DEC 03 2008
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project .ﬁsND USE 8ER:,.co DEP)
Rancho Verde Elementary School ADVANCE PLANNING DIVISION

Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

This form may be used to submit comments and suggestions in regard to environmental issues
that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project.

Name (please print) o e o5 Z—’?\ﬂ /L,:' S’/:} /L_/.]L/ 1 ER)S
Mailing Address 1‘9(7 5@/ 026//___5 ﬁ?ﬁ/f/ l/f-/é\/ C//}- 7}230 /

Telephone No. (daytlme (?&,D) LY > -4, ,>\ el ?{’6/ TR Fa
oy ’
Fax Ndk_ oM\l Fes 7.

E-mail address

Organization/Affiliation /?‘20 / C; /51 //( M ey, My /c//} L ZMA%#C‘Z‘J‘
/Z.’r‘m )7 /’& PTOOC ST/ 7>

The Draft EIR for the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project should address
the following potentially significant environmental impacts:

(Al Loee D (D= AR concensice here at Aple Valls Vie
ZU/‘H[(( (f#,{ A/J(chL" "‘//r, 4% 'm,r' (;/’AAV/"-/ Cpes /« .D(»’\f’ IAS
”{CJJ JJC’/V_sﬁz\-/ //uc. epir ¢ AN w/}ﬁ%'/ o w/// ICU&._/q,u /c(
“i)/ué( .;Llfzc‘/ yi) /Q)mmt)q.: /'60(.4_.1 ptad ACC GOy g 7ZL Scip V'
7%/‘: ,9/“6 /(“(’L?L /U/%[‘l WA’A’/"’, _ C c/uz// 7‘41 lol« R SN b .-_uﬁ},‘l/[dr
‘-}ﬁé/c-’ - wc“—- W S ACree o | c«Jr/Z. ‘>~4/Vz‘d)z:/‘/vf\r"c41 #13 e
YaisYi /ﬁ? S5 L/('// f;'VL*//'Z)pn(*ﬁ/frkL L,'/7 L/QA/MW" /é"’ ) '\Pc s =
LY - (= g /9/'{/{ -~ »PC (V- L 2< SO~ Xy~ A
’75,4-/‘/% ) polv, Ld vcw i 7’(’/ VH/F'\/

Signature '-\} M@ﬂ/[\ _ A«'}(z%m 1,‘,1,4— (#@/‘G S, } \2{/7' Vc’ et s /V7LU L)L

v Thank you for your assistance.

Written comments will be accepted until December 4, 2008 and may be directed to Doug Feremenga,
AICP, Senior Planner, at the Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division, located at 385
North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182, Fax (909) 387-3223 or E-mail
dferemenga®@lusd.sbcounty.gov.

To Mail, Fold and Staple
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Kari Cano - FW: Hacicnda Project

SN AL T T = £ O e e e e el

from: "Fersmenga, Douglas - LUS - Advanec Planning™ <dfcremenga@insd.sheounty.gov
To: "Creason, Tracy - LIS - Coment Planning” <tereasond@lusd.sbeounty.gov>, "Enc Flodme"

<Fncl{@strataequity.com™, "Hyke, Carrie - LUS - Advanec Planning”
<chykeflusd sbeounty. gov, "John Gifford" <JGiffordi@rbf.coms, "Karl Cano"
<KCANO@iblcom=, "Kevin Thomas" <K Thomasizgrbf com=

Date: 12/3/2008 5:39 PM

Subject: FW: Hacienda Project

FYT

From: Renhbmowarfacl.com [maito:Ronhbmowar@aol.oom]

Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2008 5:34 PM

To:! Feremenga, Dougtas - EUS - Advance Planning; Mitzelfelt, Brad V; jimk@stratequity .com;
johngifford@ribfconsulting; Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planning: savedesertmyahoo. com;
rhlawett@chemmby ooy moramar@sheoonnty ome: amathawamgheminte ame heallaza@ghenyinhy ooy
erider@sboounty.gov; erici@strataequity.com; . welch@verizon.net

Subject: Haclenda Project

by name is Hon Warren and | live at 25725 Cahuilla. | have lived here since August 1988 | am &0 of 2
mile from pavement. My wife and i attended the meeting held on Novernber 18 at Rancho Verde School, We
had soncarns about this project before the meeting. After the meeting 2 few things were brought {o light that
has me even more concerned,

First and foremost [ am concerned about drainage. My property is located where the main read and the
main wash come together and cross my propeity. [t appears that the development wil create a very targe wash
basin. This wash is then supposs to funnel back to its normat size in my frent yard. As it is right now, it does not
take very much rain to have running water in my wash. The following pictures were taken on Thanksgiving day.
The first shows the water coming down Cahuilla, If then tums south and cuts acroass my yard.
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And the third picture is looking northeast back toward the road and how much water is flowing with minimal
rain.
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[ believe with the proposed project my property will e washed out. in September 1897 we had a flash floed. My
wash was 3 feet deep and approximately 75 feet wide. 1t can and does happen. They keep referring o the land
&3 beiniyg ievel. IS nol. Espacially the Tirst mile. Which i3 whiere 1 am ocated. The fand s also covered in Diow
sand, Which absorbs water very well. After they terrace the land to reach good soil, 1 believe we will loose a
majority of the absorbing ability of the sand. Another concern is, Where is all of the sand going o be moved.

Water is ancther very big concern. 1 don't believe we have sufficient ground water to support this scale of a
project. The water is already scarce, very deep, and net that geod of quality to begin with. My water level is at
300 feet, When they tap[ into this how rmuch will it affect my water lavel? When | first moved here, | was on
hauled water. | know about water conservation. | lived for 12 years on 2000 gallons a month. A househetd of 3
with two dogs. Water is very precious o me. Even after putting & welf, we are very conservative,

It appears that there will be a wastewater treatment at the proposed site. | 2id not see any plant in the
dispigys. Only the water features. This is the desert not San Disge. You do not normally see water in the
desert. If s0, what about adors? |0 the preliminary report, it mentioned minimal impact frem cdor.

They have only owned the fand for & years. it is apparent they had no intentions of following the general plan
Tor our area from the beginning. They should be able to development there own land. Bul we should not alter
the general plan {o accommedate this developer. | would like to see an minimum of 2 1/2 acre lots. | am aware
that there are some 1 14 [ots in the valley.

Wildlife is anather big concern for us. The burrowing owls hawve been menticned. They had a burrow on the
property right next door to us on the vacan! lot. There are also spread throughout the proposed project. We
also have a family of covotes that we provide water and some food for. We have been helping this family of
coyotes for about 10 vears.

Joshua Trees are very sensitive. [ have zeen them try to be relocated with little success. They are a very
nice abundance in this area. They should not be moved at all. If the area s to be developed, they should build
around them.

itis also noted that the senior nortion of the project will ke on sewer. Where is that coming from? We are all
on septic right now.
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The preliminary report also mentions having access from two or more directions, Where is the second access
going io be?

With the increase in traffic, we are also concernad about the noise. On a still calm evening, we can just barely
hear the roar from the guamy. It is very guiet out here, These are just two lane roads arcund here. Can these
small roads (current paved) support the increase in iraific from this project?

Light pollution is alsoe a concern. Have you been out there after dark? It is pifch black. Mot very many
residents have yard lights. When we go to bed every light is tumed off. The enly light is the illuminated
ramerical address on the house. Ve had some stargazing clubs come out & couple of times. It was plenty dark
enough far them. Their eqguipment was foo sensitive to the dast, so they stopped coming.

In elosing [ do net want any of the existing zoning changed.
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From: "Feremenga, Douglas - LTS - Advance Planning” <dferemenga@@lusd sheounly gove>
To: "Creason, Tracy - LUS - Cureent Planning” <tereason@lusd. sheounty. gove, "Cric Flodine”

<ErncFstratacquity.com>, "Hyke, Carrie - LUS - Advance Planning"
=chykef@lusd.sbeownty. gov=, "John (niTord"” <JnfTordgrbleom=, "Kan Cano”
<KCANO@rbf.com=, "Kevin Thomas" <K Thomas@rbf.com>

Date: 12/4/2008 7:57 AM

Subject: FW: Hacicnda Projeet

YL

Fromi: cargl mecaffrey [mailte: mecaffrey_caroli@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2008 2:29 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - 1US - Advance Planning; Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planning

Cc: Mitzelfelt, Brad V; rblewett@shouncty.gov; mcramer@shounty.gov; amathesw@sbounty.gov;
beollzzo@sbonnty.gov

Subjeci: Hacienda Project

To Whom It May Conceri:

Thag leller conecems the proposed Hacenda Projeel in Fairview Valley.

I this fetter, I want t0 express my concerns about the destruction of the desert's assthetics by this
proposcd development. When { came to the desert 20 vears ago, [ depicted the desert as an isolated arca
that { would only spend a few vears of my live. It 1s now 20 vears laler and T am siil] here m the desert-
not a suburb. 1 did not stay for mv carcer, but for the desert's beauty, 1 work long hours everyday, bat
my retreat 1s my desert home m its desert tranguilty away fromo people. At nighl, T can aclaally sit
outside my home and scc the stars for miles. ! eall my place of living a home and not a house.

i the development of the proposed Hacienda Project is approved, the desert haven will not only be
destroved for me, but for other features including its animal inthabitants, desert dwellers, and plant Efe.
What are the options for the desert tortoise, kangaroo rat, bald eagle, bobcats, Joshua frees, bammowing
owls, and coyotes in this arca? Moving the descrt torfoise to other arcas has only added to this specics’
denmse.
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I don't understand how paving the descrt makes it okay for man to inhabit if. | attended the Movenber
18 meeting and felt hke answers to certamn queshions were nol addressed. How can a commercial setting
which blazes into the desert sky not destroy the descrt's beanty? | don't think the answer that
"restrictions are placed on lights on a needed basts limitation” is appropnate. Don't conmmencal sites
need to have hights on all {he lime for securtiy purposes? Hence, the desert skies are abways It
according {0 man's demand and not natures?

In addition, certain natural springs wiil be affected by this proposed development. Even though it is
proposed that these "areas will be preserved” m the proposed development, T can't help but think that
they will alter wildlife in the arca. How can a bulldozer, cement, and houses, not interrupt the migration
af certain species m the area which melude the bighom sheep? Even 1f the areas are go called preserved,
how can the developers eventually stop people from entering this area? Fences are only boundaries for
the few. I think the proposed solution to preserve the area is only temporary.

1 think that this decision really needs to be scrutinized for the right reasons-not for man's gain.

Respectfully,

Carol MeCaftrey
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County of San Bernardino @E CEIV[E m |

EIR Public Scoping Meeting 4 2008
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project ECO
Rancho Verde Elementary School AND USE SER. e DEF),

NS
Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. \DVANGE PLANNING DIVISION

This form may be used to submit comments and suggestions in regard to environmental issues
that should be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed
Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project.

Name (please print) ( ; | ‘nda F J/ (4 /U eter
Malling Address | 55 (2 La quna_Deca Ir,
Telephone No. (daytime) ( 7&0) 02 ,_/0 __,/gb 7_
Fax No. J ame 7\

E-mail address V\]I/Cﬂ/}@ a0/'00m
Organization/Affiliation

The Draft EIR for the proposed Hacienda at Fairview Valley Specific Plan Project should address
the following potentially significant environmental impacts:

Tnle have been fortunate 4o see 50 many wildl fe
g@wa creatures Lly Eh'over or vrun through our Yard
gl E,, Lmac{runmemsﬁ dejwf pavaKeets, Snakes 1€y Wish the
%@*CL X Ot/e Vwmﬁcwfd nwﬁwmf-f" /moma put n_OuUr czwm”

scenic drea, (V ofn pnly ,;n"mmk Our gres npcmf/uef/
Too_much fraffic_for one, " i, pf course, énd
Thesa Ame the nbise (n our Fuiet, SWﬂwc

orea. will also affect [effectwildlife nall
farmsd fos much ﬂarﬁan ponexi ze. will destroy our P

Slgnah.lr : a/’)d Kl [/ __,_,__‘i.

animeals

fonts

Thank you for your assistance.

Written comments will be accepted until December 4, 2008 and may be directed to Doug Feremenga,
AICP, Senior Planner, at the Land Use Services Department, Advance Planning Division, located at 385
North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182, Fax (909) 387-3223 or E-mail
dferemenga@lusd.sbeounty.gov,

To Mail, Fold and Staple
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Kari Cano - FW; ITacienda at Fairview Valley EIR Comment Letter

e L

From: "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planming” <d{cremengai@lusd.sbeounty. gove>
To: "Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Planning” <‘tcreasoniilusd . sbeounty. gove=, "Ene Flodme"

<BricF@stratacquity.comy=, "Hyke, Carmle - LUS - Advance Tlanming"
<chyke@hasd.sheounty. gov=, "John Gitford" <JGifford{@rbf.com, "Kan Cano"
<KCANO@rbfcom=, "Kevin Thomas" <K Thomasirbfcon>

Date: 124572008 7:538 AM

Subject: FW: Hacicnda at Fairview Valley EIR Comment Eetter

FYI

From: Gary Hatfietd [maiito:mtnhormehat@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, December $4, 2008 607 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning
Subject: Hacienda at Fairview Valley EIR Comment betber

Proug Ferenenga, Senior Plamer

Please consider these comments as vou evahuale the environmental tpacts of the Haclenda at Fairview
housing development.

My interest m the Fairview Valley comes from visiting this arca for the purpose of hunting upland game
for the past twenty-five vears. It's a pretty httle valley dotled with Joshua Trees, and Creosots serub.
The surrounding mountains, the Fairviews, Granites, and Sidewinders, form a contiguous desert habitat
for a variety of birds and mammals, and reptiles. Although my poncipal interest is hunting Chukar,
others persue quail, rabbits, bobeat, coyote, and dove Presently, the vallev is sparsley populated and
served onty by dirt roads. The lack ol development, coupled with the fact that most of the surreunding
area is public land managed by the BLM, lends to the area's popularily with hunlers. In additon to
robust populations of chukar and quail (in wet years), [ have cneountered Descrt Tortoise, Golden
Eagles, hawks, ravens, dove, bobeat, and coyote. T have discovered Bighom Sheep droppings in the
Gramites. Accordmg to the Dept of Fish and (ame, the Granite Mountains on the south and cast sides of
the proposed development provide a migratory cormidor for Bighom rams making their way from the
Custnonberry herd of the San Bernardine Mountains to the Ord Mountains in the northeast. These
migration routes are vital in maintaimng Bighom geneological diversity. Bighom desert sheep are a
semsilive species. The proposed development wall bring notsc, traffic, and a whole lot of ambient light,
none of which bodes well for the sheep.

I am particularly concerned with the location of Village I3 of the proposed development. The new,
paved road and homes there will block travel across the valley Noor for a varicty of animals. Presently
it's just a short walk for a coyote, or a few hundred yards flight for chukar and qual do get from one
mouniamside to the other. Chukar are birds which roost in the rocks and feed across the flats. 1am
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opposed to any new obsiacles thrown againat their already difficult sunvival.

Watcr is the fifchlood of the desert. As a member of conservation groups, including the Soctety for
Comnservation of Bighom Sheep, and Quail Unlimited, [ find # particularly troubling that Fairview at
Hacienda may encroach upon the Inmted water sources, both natural and man-made. Quail Spring,
sputh of Cahuiila, will, according {o the developer, be "cleaned up and protected”. Unfortunately, due to
it's proximity with the main entrance road, this could mean the developer will block vehtcular travel to
the spring cnvirons, making hunter 2ccess lo the hillsides above the riparian area very difficult. South of
Cahuilla Road and its intersection with Chicage Street are two additional nafural spongs. Both of these
springs are vital for wildlife, and free access to thew by upland game bird hunters has been a privilege,
if not a right, for generattons. From viewing the tract map, it appears that the sxisting two-track
primilive road inte Horse Spring may be blocked by Village D). Easl of Horse Spring ts Amaral Spring.
This water source atiracts a ol of hunters, and again, from looking at the propesed tract map, not only
might the development cncreach upon this vital wildlife walening area, but public access could be
thwarted as well. Chukar hembing s tough. Thesc arc very steep hills. Hunters deserve 1o drive as closc
as they can to the point where they begin their hunt, and the sensible spot to begin the hunt is near an
isolated water supply. One more water supply deserves mention. There 1s & man-made small gamc
grrler located at the base of the mountains about a half mile north of Cahuilla at Chicago. While
outside the boundaries of the proposed development, the introduction of over three thousand residences,
wilh maybe ton thousand inhabitants, is bound to pul some additional, nnwanted, huiman pressure on
this, presently, remote and hard to [ind spot currcntly maintained by volunteers of Quatl Unlimited.

At the public scoping meesting T had the privilege to speak with a young woman from the company
doing the BIS. Tagkad her if che had heard of President Bush's Execulive Order on Promoting Hunting
and Wildlife Conservation from August 16, 2007, She had not, so I am advising that you famihanye
vourselves with ils contents, particularly as it may relate to Federal Habutat Plans {scction 4F) in your
preliminary report. President Bush ditects public agencies to promote hunting and wildlife
conservation, particwlarly as it pertains to "faciliate the expansion and enhancement of hunting
opportunities and the managenient of game species and their habitat™. Fairview at Hacienda will do
neither.

One last point. . . Brick, the represemtative for Strata Developmentt talked, during the scoping meeting,
about his company's policy for "sreen development”. In his own words, "Green Growth lessons human
impact on the land". Of course, one of the reasons Strata would like the public to accepl this classic
example of "leap-frog development” is because his fulure population projections show a need for
thousands and thousands of new homes in the comming years. Sure, the populaiton is growing, but is i
really "being grcen” 1o concentrate so many people in the Fairview Valley. 1 had an opportunily lo
question Erick afler his presentation. I told him I'm generally opposed to all new development, but 1
respect his right to make a profit on s investment. Couldn't he make enough money 1f Strata built
fewer homes, big cxpensive ranch homes on multi-acre lols? Believe it or not, he said that he could.
Fewer homes on large lots s much more acceptable from the "Green” point of view, and if the County
cares abouot the environment half as much as it does aboul Lax revenue, then Fairview at Ilactenda will
net got approval.

(Gary Hatlield, The Mad Chukar ifunter
36980 Kilkare Rd.

Mentone, Ca, 92359
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From:  "Foremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning™ <dferemensadlusd. shoounty.govs
To: "Creason, Tracy - LS - Cumrent Planning” <tereasoni@iusd. sheounty gov, "Enc Flodme"

<ErtcF@stratacquity.com>, "Hyke, Carric - LUS - Advance Planning”
<chykegilusd.shcounty.gov, "Jobm Gifford" <IGiffordiesrbfcom=, "Kan Cang
<KCANO@rbleoms=, "Kevin Thomas" <KThomasizrhLecom:s>

Date: F2/572008 2:11 PM.

Snbject: FW: Hacienda at Fairview Valley Project

FY1

From: laverna booth [mailto:[jbooth2@earthlink.net]
Sent: Friday, December 08, 2008 1:06 PM

To: Feremenga, Douglas - LLIS - Advance Planning
Subject: Hacienda at Fairview Valley Project

Dear Mr. Feremenga,

In Regards to the Hacdienda at Fairview Valley Project and it's impact on the environment, | am VERY OPPOSED
to this project for the following reasons:

| enjoy hiking with many of my friends in that area and appreciate the crisp, clean air and clear Blue sky. | enjoy
ihe panoramic views of the open desert with its creosote bush and rocky autcroppings, as apposed to views of
rocftons and paving. This deveiopment will spoil that much needed recreational activily for me for me and
countless others now and in the future.

Bear Valley road is on a route many of us need o drive an frequently. 1t is overburdened with traffic now. This
development will severely add to that traffic fam.

{ocal amateur astronomers such as myself have sef up our telescopes in that general area, not anty Tor our own
viewing, but io share the beauty and wonder of ocur desert night sky with others - both adulls and children.

While this County does have an cutdoor night-lighting ardinancs, I'm not convincad the County has sncugh staff
tn adequately enforce that ordinance. A nreject like this could erase mech of what is unique about our desert night
sky. It would not only cause flight pollution in that valley, itwould negatively impact the night sky for a radius of
many, many miles araund.
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A golf course cut there” You've gol to be kidding! With our water situation, how couid such a thing even be
considered? |f people move to the desert, they need to accept the environment tha way it is and not turn it into an
oasiz, especially when there is barely enough water for the pecpie who are there now.

The people wha live in that area now love their lifestyle in the natural desert environment. It should not be
altarad by the intrusion of 3,114 new residential units.

in addition to the items written into the Initial 3tudy Form, please consider the following:

Do we really need ancther "master planned residential cormmunity” atding fo alreatdy-too-much urban sprawl?

Within the last 10 years, far too many building permits were issued for new nomes in the Victor Valley. When they
weren't selling to people who could afford them, the sellers sold to peopie who coukdn's afford them, and now we
have couniless empty houses with weeds growing around them, and many of the houses have been vandalized.
This seversly devaleates the property around them.

There are far too many empty houses, many of them brand new, in San Bemarding County. YWhile we all hope
ihat the economy will furn arcund soen and we reglize that mere housing may be needed sometime in the future,
let's fill up those empty houses first, Then when more houses need to be built, do 1t closer in to the areas that are

already develnpad.

We need {o do a better iab of maintaining and managing the cormrmunities already in place. We don't need
housing developments in remote areas with more reads and highways leading to them, with more cars driving in
and out of thern cansuming more forgion oil.

t don't know how the County could even consider approving such 2 project.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Sincerely,
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Laverne Boeath

Hesperia, CA
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Kari Cana - FW: (ne subject)

From:  "Feremenga, Douglas - LUS - Advance Planning” <dferemengaizlusd sheounty. govz

To: "Creason, Tracy - LUS - Current Plannimg" <tereasoniiusd sbeounty.govs, "Eric Flodine”
<EricF@stralaequily. com=, "Hyke, Carric - LUS - Advance Planming”
<chyke@lusd.sheounty.gov, "fohn Gifford" <JGifford@irbf.com>, "Kar Cana”
<KCANO(@rbf com>, "Kevin Thomas" <K Thomasi@rh[com:

Drate: 121572008 5:56 PM

Subject: FW: {no subjcet)

From: AnnaMarie3cf4i@ant.com [mailto:AnnaMarie3ofd@act com]
Sent: Monday, December 15, 2008 8:42 AM

To: Feremanga, Douglas - EUS - Advance Planning

Subject: (no subject)

Wy name is Anna Basura and | am against the Hacienda at Fairview Valley Plan. |arm concerned about where
the water is suppose to comne from and how it will aftect the natural habitat. FPlease keep this part of our valley
undeveloped. Thank you for vour time.

Anna Basura

Make your life easier with alf vour friends, email, and favorite sites In ong place, Try it nowe
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