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DATE: MARCH 12, 2007 
 
FROM: KATHLEEN ROLLINGS-McDONALD, Executive Officer 
 
TO:  LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 
 
 
SUBJECT: AGENDA ITEM #9 – PENDING LEGISLATION   
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission receive the information provided on potential 
legislation and provide direction to staff on a position on any of the pieces of legislation 
presented.    
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Attached to this report is a copy of the published CALAFCO Legislative Report as of 
March 12, 2007.  I have included materials which relate to new bills introduced in the 
flurry of activity during the end of February which appear to be of importance to our 
Commission from this listing: 
 
• AB 1263 (Caballero) Identified as a Priority 1 by CALAFCO – This bill proposes 

to modify the determinations required for a municipal service review/sphere of 
influence update to clarify and simplify those determinations.  This legislation 
is sponsored by CALAFCO   
 

• SB 806 (Hollingsworth) Identified as a Priority 2 by CALAFCO – This bill relates 
to the current fire reorganization in process for San Diego County.  That fire 
reorganization proposes to reshape the entire structural fire protection/ 
emergency medical response system for the County of San Diego and includes 
both dependent and independent fire providers.  SB 806 has been introduced 
to allow for a method of allocating an existing share of the general ad valorem 
tax to fund the reorganized fire entity, most important for those unfunded 
areas at present.  Staff will keep the Commission apprised of the progress of 
this bill and would hope for support for this mechanism for future fire funding, 
as it may assist in looking at our own fire reorganization.   
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• SB 162 (Negrete-McLeod) Identified as a Priority #1 by CALAFCO – This 
proposed legislation is requesting the inclusion of “Environmental Justice” as a 
factor of consideration for the Commission.  The Legislative Report for the 
February hearing provided a copy of the bill and concern expressed by several 
LAFCOs.  Discussion of this bill was deferred to the March hearing.  In the 
interim, a hearing was held March 7th with little opposition presented.  The 
CALAFCO Executive Board Legislative Committee has taken a watch position 
as there is no unanimity on a position.   
 
As outlined at the prior hearing, while staff has concern regarding the 
introduction of a new factor of consideration, the language of the bill does not 
state that it takes precedence over all the other factors required for 
consideration.  There is some interest that such a factor would promote the 
need to address islands or pockets of unincorporated territory by looking at the 
equity of service delivery and availability of public services.  However, staff 
remains concerned since the definition of “environmental justice” contained in 
the bill appears to be more reflective of a CEQA determination rather than a 
service delivery determination within the purview of LAFCOs.   
 

Not included in the CALAFCO report is AB 1260 (Caballero).  This bill has been 
identified as attempting to address the problems associated with the “Bighorn” 
California Supreme Court Decision which determined that water service fees and 
charges are subject to Prop. 218 and allows for voter rollback of fees for water service 
by voter initiative. Staff felt that this was an important issue for monitoring and will 
keep the Commission apprised of its progress.    
 
No further action is required of the Commission at this time.  If positions are identified 
staff will convey those to the CALAFCO Executive Director and appropriate legislators.  
In addition, if there is a section of Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg that Commission members 
feel should be revised or additions needed to the statute, these can be discussed at the 
Commission hearing.   
 
 
KRM 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. CALAFCO Legislative Report Dated March 12, 2007 and Copies of SB 806 and 

AB 1263 
2. E-Mail From Bill Chiat, Executive Director of CALAFCO Outlining Status of SB 

162  
3. Copy of Best Best & Krieger Publication on Bighorn-Desert View Water Agency 

Supreme Court Decision and AB 1260 (Caballero)   


