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AREA Q QUARRY PROJECT
SCOPING REPORT

1.0 OVERVIEW OF CEQA SCOPING PROCESS
1.1 Introduction

Vulcan Materials Company (Vulcan, or Applicant) has submitted the following applications to the County
of San Bernardino (County):

. Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan (SMRP) for a proposed aggregate quarry (Area Q Quarry)
in accordance with the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) and San Bernardino
County Development Code.

. Conditional Use Permit (CUP).

. General Plan land use designation/zoning change from MS/RS-1 (Muscoy/Single Residential,
1-acre Minimum Parcel) to IC (Community Industrial).

Vulcan owns and operates the Cajon Creek Quarry (consisting of Areas L, M, and N), located in the
northwest portion of the City of San Bernardino. The Cajon Creek Quarry is currently providing high-
quality local aggregates (sand and gravel) to serve the regional market. Once mining is completed in the
Cajon Creek Quarry Area L (also referred to as Area L), Vulcan is proposing to relocate the existing mining
operation into an adjacent area, referred to as the Area Q Quarry or Area Q.

Relocation of the mining operation into Area Q requires approval of a General Plan land use
designation/zoning change, CUP, and SMRP. These three actions combined are the Project. Because the
Project requires discretionary approval; the Project is subject to the environmental review requirements
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The County is the lead agency for the CEQA process.

The Project would not involve any changes to the existing mining operations other than relocating
material extraction activity to the Project site. The aggregate mined from the Project site would be
transferred via an extension of the existing conveyor system infrastructure in place at Area L. Material
would then be shipped to Vulcan’s existing processing facilities in the same manner as is currently being
done with the aggregate extracted from Area L. No haul trucks would enter onto or exit the Project site
via public roadways. The Project would not result in an increase of haul trucks or employee vehicles on
public roadways.

The operations at the Project site would be typical of surface aggregate mining operations and would be
conducted in the same manner as is currently occurring at Vulcan’s existing Cajon Creek Quarry Area L
site. Blasting would not be required to conduct the mining operations. It is expected that a total of
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approximately 40,000,000 tons of salable (net) sand and gravel would be extracted over approximately
30 years, depending on market demand. The extraction of all material over 30-years would be a gross
amount of 42.1 million tons which includes the removal of the overburden and waste rock (unusable
aggregate). There would also be approximately 100,000 tons of topsoil and subsoil removed and used on
the Project site.

Project activities would take place within 187.6 acres of the 196.0-acre Area Q property/Project site.
Extraction of aggregate would occur over a 182.1-acre area, with the balance of 5.5 acres dedicated to
setbacks and construction of an approximately 10-foot tall earthen landscaped berm along the southern
site boundary (referred to as the southern berm). The Project is located within an urban area of
unincorporated San Bernardino County in the southwestern portion of the County’s Valley Planning
Region. The Project site is generally undeveloped, but also has a number of homes and related structures
in various states of condition, as well as areas of miscellaneous debris that have been illegally dumped.

Prior to mining, the site would be cleared, and the topsoil, subsoil and overburden would be removed.
The topsoil and subsoil would be used to build the southern berm. Topsoil and subsoil used in berm
construction would eventually be used as part of the revegetation cover during post-mining reclamation.
The overburden would be conveyed to Vulcan’s processing plants in the same manner as the extracted
aggregate from Area L is currently conveyed. Once site preparation is completed (approximately 3
months), mining of the Project site would commence in the northeast corner of Area Q, moving to the
southwest, and reaching a final depth of 120-feet below ground surface (bgs).

The design of the Area Q Quarry is consistent with the current mine plan at the Cajon Creek Quarry. The
number of employees and the hours of operation would remain the same as they currently are at the
Cajon Creek Quarry. Once the Project commences, existing employees would be moved from Area L to
work at Area Q. Once mining operations are complete, the site would be reclaimed back to open space,
in a manner consistent with the approved end use for the Cajon Creek Quarry.

1.2 Summary of CEQA Scoping Processes

The CEQA process encourages comments and questions from the public throughout the planning process.
Consistent with California Public Resources Code and Section 15082(c)(1), (2)(A) to (D) of the CEQA
Guidelines, a Public Scoping Meeting was held on March 11, 2020 to solicit public and agency comments
on the scope and content of the Draft EIR (DEIR).

This report documents the CEQA scoping process for the Project. Specifically, the report describes the
scoping activities and summarizes the written and verbal comments received during the process. The
County will use the Scoping Report as an information source in determining the range of issues,
alternatives and mitigation measures to be addressed in the EIR.

The County submitted a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for this Project to Office of Planning and Research
(OPR) on January 27, 2020 and a revised version (which corrected an error in the list of parcel numbers

Area Q Scoping Report 2 Sespe Consulting, Inc.



Area Q Quarry Project May 2020
Scoping Report

within the Project site) submitted on February 26, 2020. The State Clearinghouse (SCH) posted it with the
County Clerk and assigned the Project the following identification number: SCH # 2020010528. A copy of
the NOP was made available at the County office and on the County website. The NOP with the Project
Description was also placed on the County Environmental website
(http://cms.sbcounty.gov/lus/Planning/Environmental/Valley.aspx). A copy of the NOP and the

associated distribution list are provided in Appendix 1.

The public scoping period for the Project was initiated on January 27, 2020, with the publication of the
first NOP which formally ended on March 27, 2020. The County circulated the NOP and Project Description
for public review and held a public meeting on March 11, 2020, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the
Provision Accelerated Learning (PAL) Academy, located at 2450 Blake Street, San Bernardino, California
92407.

The scoping meeting provided the public and government agencies the opportunity to receive information
on the CEQA process and the proposed Project. It also provided an opportunity for those who attended
to submit verbal and/or written comments. The County gave a presentation on the CEQA process and
how the public can provide input throughout the CEQA process. The Applicant gave a presentation on
the Project which included informational poster boards and handouts.

Approximately ten (10) people attended the meeting and two (2) people provided verbal comments. The
sign-in sheets and materials associated with the scoping meetings are included in Appendix 2. Table 1
provides the list of all the individuals and their affiliations that provided comments verbally at the scoping
meeting and/or in writing (email or letter) during the scoping period. Copies of the written comments,
the list of those who attended the public meeting and copies of the presentations and handouts provided
during the meeting are located in Appendices 2 and 3. At the conclusion of the public review period for
the NOP, twelve (12) comment letters/emails were received including eight (8) from governmental
agencies, and four (4) from organizations and/or individuals.

Table 1 — Commenters and Affiliations

Commenter Affiliation Date

Colorado River Indian Tribes, Tribal Historic Preservation

Office 2/3/2020

Bryan Etsitty

Andrew Green Native American Heritage Commission 2/4/2020

. Muscoy Mutual Water Company
Rudy Garcia o 2/7/2020
(followed by site visit on 2/10/2020)

County of San Bernardino, Department of Public Works
(DPW)

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Inland
Desert Region

Michael R. Perry 2/27/2020

Scott Wilson 3/2/2020
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Commenter Affiliation Date

Carol E. Atkins & California Department of Conservation (DOC), Division of 3/2/2020

Paul Fry Mine Reclamation (DMR)

Kimberlyn R. Hearns | Resident :ggg;g'

Michelle Stengel Resident 3/11/2020

Randy Stengel Resident 3/11/2020

Brandy Salas Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation 4/15/2020

Cultural Resources o . 1/3/2020,
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Department 4/17/2020

2.0

SUMMARY OF SCOPING COMMENTS

This section provides a brief summary of the written and verbal comments received during the scoping

period and the public meeting. In order to fully identify the issues raised, copies of the letters/emails are

provided in Appendix 3. These comments will be considered during the preparation of the DEIR and

incorporated into the EIR Administrative Record for the Project.

2.1

2.2

2.3

Aesthetics

Concerns over protection of scenic views of San Bernardino and San Gabriel mountain ranges.
Positive feedback that project would improve the Project site by removing illegal dumping.

Air Quality

Concerns about dust generated during high-wind events (Santa Ana winds).

Concerns over Valley Fever exposure to nearby residents.

Assess compliance with the San Bernardino, Muscoy — Community Emissions Reduction Plan
(CERP).

Biological Resources

Conduct a complete assessment of flora and fauna within, potentially present within, or
adjacent to the Project footprint.
Assessment of various habitat types located within and adjoining the Project footprint.
Complete a recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species
located within the Project footprint and within off-site areas potentially affected.

o Recommend wildlife assessments be completed within a 1-year period, and rare plants

assessments be completed within a 3-year period.

Inclusion of burrowing owl and San Bernardino kangaroo rat (SBKR) surveys and habitat/impact
assessments.
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2.4

Include a full accounting of all open space and mitigation/conservation lands within and
adjacent to the Project.

Include discussion of potential indirect Project impacts in areas adjacent to the project footprint.
Include discussion of Project area habitat connections and wildlife movement, including areas
within the nearby Cajon Creek Conservation Bank (CDFW).

Include a cumulative effects analysis, including all potential direct and indirect Project-related
impacts in adjacent natural habitats.

Project activities should be designed to completely avoid any fully protected species that have
the potential to be present within or adjacent to the Project area.

Fully analyze potential adverse impacts to fully protected species due to habitat modification,
loss of foraging habitat, and/or interruption of migratory and breeding behaviors.

Include measures to fully avoid and otherwise protect sensitive plant communities, especially
those considered sensitive and declining at the local, regional, and statewide level, from Project-
related direct and indirect impacts.

Consideration of California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) as part of the environmental
review.

Include mitigation measures for Project-related impacts to sensitive species and habitats to
both local and regional ecosystems.

Specify mitigation that is roughly proportional to the level of impacts.

Include details on site restoration and revegetation.

Require that the applicant retain a CDFW-approved qualified biologist to be onsite prior to and
during all ground- and habitat-disturbing.

Remove the use of relocation, salvage, and/or transplantation as mitigation for impacts to rare,
threatened, or endangered species.

Initiate early consultation, as significant modification to the proposed Project and avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation measures may be necessary to obtain a California Endangered
Species Act (CESA) Incidental Take Permit (ITP).

Determine if the proposed Project activities may substantially adversely affect existing fish and
wildlife resources and whether a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement is required.
Report any special status species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to
the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB).

Cultural and Tribal Resources

Address disturbance of undiscovered tribal resources during excavation.
Address removal of tribal artifacts from the Project area.

Hazards / Public Safety

Address public safety concerns and site security.
Assess unsafe conditions during storm events/onsite flooding.

Area Q Scoping Report 5 Sespe Consulting, Inc.
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e Discuss perimeter fencing related to prevention of trespassing.
e Concerned about illegal dumping and trespassing, and hope that implementation of the Project
will help alleviate some of these existing issues.

2.6 Hydrology / Water Quality Resources

e Concern over water supply during drought.

e Flooding concerns during storm events.

e Include analysis of drainage and discussion of expansions/alterations to the County storm drain
system.

e Include analysis of potential permits to be obtained from the San Bernardino County Flood
Control District (SBCFCD) or the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE).

2.7 Mineral Resources and Operations

e Address continuity/oversight between the County for the proposed Project, and City of San
Bernardino for the existing operations.

e Address having two Reclamation Plans (Area Q and Cajon Creek Quarry) which may not be
consistent with SMARA.

e Include additional details regarding conveyor and removing material from site.

2.8 Noise

e Address noise from mobile equipment.
e Address compliance with evening and nighttime noise standards.

29 Transportation / Traffic

e Address potential loss of proposed Linden Avenue corridor.

e Address road maintenance.

e Address need for an Operational Management Plan to be submitted to the County office of
Public Works.

2.10 Miscellaneous

e Address potential impacts to real estate.
e Address quality of life.

2.11  Issues Outside the Scope of the EIR

The majority of the comments received are considered within the scope of the EIR; however, evaluation
of several comments will be limited by other laws or regulations that have jurisdiction over the Project or
are not considered within the scope of an environmental evaluation under CEQA.
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3.0 SUMMARY OF FUTURE STEPS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS

Issues considered within the scope of CEQA will be evaluated by a team of resource specialists and
addressed in the DEIR. Based on the studies conducted, data collected and public comments, Project
alternatives (including the proposed Project and “No Project” alternative) will be developed. Potential
impacts that could result from implementing the proposed Project or other alternatives will be analyzed
and measures to mitigate impacts will be identified.

The next formal public comment period will be for the Draft EIR. It is anticipated that this will be in the
summer of 2020. Upon completion of the Draft EIR, the County will file a Notice of Completion (NOC)
with the California State Clearinghouse, followed by a 45-day comment period. In addition, notices will
be sent to the County’s mailing lists and persons who participated in the Scoping process, and posted to
the County’s website. Copies of the Draft EIR will be distributed to other regulatory agencies, elected
officials and/or other interested organizations or individuals. The document will be made available on the
County’s website for the Project.

After the public comment period on the Draft EIR, the County will respond to comments and prepare a
Final EIR and a Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP). Copies of the Final EIR and MMRP
will be provided to other regulatory agencies, elected officials and/or other interested organization or
individuals. The documents will also be posted on the County’s website.

The County will address valid protests and prepare the Notice of Determination (NOD), Findings of Fact
and Statement of Overriding Considerations (if necessary). This will be followed by a 30-day public protest
period and statute of limitations on court challenges.
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APPENDIX 1

Notice of Preparation and Distribution List
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
FROM: San Bemardino County Land Use Services Department
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-
0187
TO: Interested Agencies, Organizations, and Individuals
DATE: January 27, 2020

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report

The County of San Bemardino (County), as the Lead Agency under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), will be coordinating the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
for the proposed Vuican Materials Company (Vulcan) Area Q Quarry Project. The County is
requesting identification of environmental issues and information that you or your organization
believes should be considered in the EIR. CLERK OF THE BOARD

Project Title: Area Q Quarry

Project Number: PROJ-2019-00073 Received on:_

Assessor's Parcel Number(s): The Area Q site is comprised of portions of the following
Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APN’s): 0262-201-11-0000, 0262-201-12-0000, 0262-201-13-0000,
0262-201-14-0000, 0262-211-02-0000, 0262-211-03-0000, 0262-211-04-0000, 0262-211-05-
0000, 0262-211-06-0000, 0262-221-03-0000, 0262-221-04-0000, 0262-221-05-0000, 0262-221-
09-0000, 0262-221-10-0000, 0262-221-11-0000, 0262-221-12-0000, 0262-221-13-0000, 0262-
221-17-0000, 0262-221-21-0000, 0262-221-23-0000, 0262-221-29-0000, 0262-221-30-0000,
0262-231-01-0000, 0262-241-13-0000, 0262-241-16-0000, 0262-241-26-0000.

Project Location: The Area Q Quary is located in unincorporated San Bernardino County, east
of Cajon Creek and north of the community of Muscoy. The site is located in a non-sectioned
portion of Township 1 North, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian, Itis depicted
on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) San Bernardino North, California (1980) 7.5-
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minute topographic quadrangle. The approximate site coordinates are at latitude 34.17° N and
longitude 117.36° W.

Surrounding land uses near the Area-Q Quarry include Vulcan’s adjacent Cajon Creek Quarry
and auxiliary facilities located to the north, as well as developed residential neighborhoods located
to the south/southeast. The Devil Creek Diversion Channel runs down the southemn boundary of
the site, and the residential community of Muscoy is located directly south of this diversion
channel. The site’s western boundary is bordered by the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) track,
which lies between the site and the Lytle Creek/Cajon Creek drainage located to the west. The
site is protected from surface flows in Cajon Creek through a series of groins (levees), including
Muscoy Groin #3, which is located west of the site’s westem boundary. Industrial developments
are located east of the site, across Cajon Boulevard.

The existing site is generally undeveloped and degraded, but has been subject to a variety of
human-related disturbances. Disturbances include the presence of approximately fifteen (1 5)
homes in poor condition and unauthorized dumped miscellaneous debris throughout the site.

The Project site and the Area Q property are the same, and include 196.0 acres. However, Project
activities would take place within 187.6 acres of the 196.0-acre Area Q property/Project site.
Extraction of aggregate would occur over a 182.1-acre area, with the balance of the 187.6 acres
dedicated to setbacks and construction of a minimum 10-foot tall berm along the southern site
boundary.

Project Background: Vulcan currently operates the Cajon Creek Quarry adjacent o the north of
the proposed Area Q Quarry. Although Area Q is within the County’s jurisdiction, Vulcan’s Cajon
Creek Quarry is located within the City and operates under City CUP No. 91-31/Specific Plan No.
90-01 and associated Reclamation Plan (CA Mine ID No. 91-36-0137), both approved by the City
in 1993. Operations at Cajon Creek Quarry have been ongoing since 1995.

Upon completion of mining within the Cajon Creek Quarry, specifically Area L, Vulean is proposing
to relocate the mining operation to the adjacent Area Q Quarry.

Project Description: To allow for mining and reclamation operations in Area Q, a General Plan
Amendment from MS/RS-1 (Muscoy Community Plan/Single Residential, 1-acre minimum) to
MS/IC (Muscoy Community Plan/Community Industrial) is required, along with a Conditional Use
Permit (CUP) and Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan, within the proposed 196.0-acre Area Q
Quarry, including post-mining reclamation. Operations in Area Q would not involve any changes
to Vulcan’s existing mining or processing operations, other than installation of a new or modified
conveyor and changing the location of material extraction from Area L to Area Q. There are no
proposed changes to the existing mining methods, extraction rates or material processing rates.
Aggregate extracted from Area Q would be transferred via a conveyor system to the existing
conveyance infrastructure in place at Area L. Material would then be processed and shipped from
Vulcan’s existing and/or permitted locations. No on-road haul trucks would enter or leave the site
onto public roads. Blasting would not be required to’ conduct the mining operations.

The mining operations would be typical of surface aggregate mining operations, and mining would
involve the use of mobile equipment to excavate and load material onto a conveyor, that
terminates at Area L to the north. The materials would then be transported to other Vulcan
permitted facilities for processing. It is expected that approximately 40,000,000 tons of sand and
gravel (l.e. aggregate) would be extracted over approximately 30-years, depending on market
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demand and once mining in Area L is complete. The mine would provide a high-quality source of
local aggregate materials to serve the regional market.

Mining in Area Q would be initiated once mining in Area L is complete, which is estimated to occur
in 2023. The mining would be conducted in one (1) mining phase, with reclamation occurring
concurrently, as feasible, as mining activities progress through the site. Prior to initiating mining,
the existing debris and structures currently present at the site would be demolished and removed
in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations. Topsoil and subsoil from Area Q would
be used to construct a minimum 10-foot tall landscaped earthen berm along the entire southermn
site boundary adjacent to the residential neighborhoods in Muscoy. Topsoil and subsoil stored
within the berm would be used as revegetation cover during reclamation. The vegetated berm
has been designed to provide visual and noise screening between mining operations and public
viewpoints to the south. Overburden would be handled and conveyed to the other Vulcan facilities
in the same manner as the mined sand and gravel.

Once site preparation is completed (approximately 3 months), mining at the site would commence
in the northeast comer of the site, reaching a final depth of 120-feet below ground surface (bgs).
Groundwater is expected to occur at depths below 200-feet bgs. Therefore, mining activities
would take place above groundwater and dewatering of the excavation would not be required.

The major components of the proposed Area Q mining operation include the foliowing:
Open-pit surface mine;

Temporary stockpiles of excavated materials;

Ancillary mining equipment;

Various site improvements for access, safety, and other requirements; and
Reclamation to open space.

Once mining operations are complete, the Area Q Quarry would be reclaimed back to open space,
consistent with the approved end use for the Cajon Creek Quarry.

Potential Environmental Effects: An EIR will be prepared to evaluate the proposed Project's
environmental impacts and analyze project alternatives. The topic areas anticipated to be
analyzed in detail in the EIR include Aesthetics, Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Health
Risks, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soil, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Tribal Cultural
Resources, and Wildfire.

Public Review Period: January 29, 2020 and ends on March 2, 2020

Responses and Comments: Please send your responses and comments by March 2, 2020 to
Steven Valdez at Steven.Valdez(@lus.sbcounty,aov or at the following address:

Steven Valdez, Senior Planner

County of San Bemardino

Land Use Services Department — Planning Division
385 North Arowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bemnardino, CA 92415-0187
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Scoping Meeting: The County will hold a scoping meeting for the project to receive comments
on the scope and content of the EIR at a later time. When the date and time for the Scoping
Meeting is chosen, a Notice of Scoping Meeting will be sent {o all agencies, interested parties,
and to all property owners located within a 1,300-foot radius of the boundaries of the project site.

Agencies: In accordance with Califomia Code Regulations, Title 14, Section 15082 (b), the
County requests your agency’s view on the scope and content of the environmental information
relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your
agency may need to use the EIR prepared by the County when considering any permits that your
agency must issue, or other approval for the project.

Document Availabllity:

This Notice of Preparation can be viewed on the County of San Bemardino website at:
http://cms.sbcounty.gov/lus/Planning/Environmental/valley.aspx. The notice is also available
during regular business hours at:

» County of San Bemardino Land Use Services Department, Planning Division, 385 North
Armowhead Avenue, San Bemnardino, CA 92415; between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

» Baker Family Leamning Center, 2818 Macy Strest, Muscoy, CA 82407; Library Hours:
Monday - Wednesday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.,
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This branch is closed Friday and Sunday.

If you have additional information please contact Steven Valdez, Senior Planner, at (809) 387-
4421.
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REVISED NOTICE OF PREPARATION
AND SCOPING MEETING NOTICE

FROM: San Bernardino County Land Use Services Department
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor, San Bernardino, CA 92415-
0187

TO: Interested Agencies, Organizations, and Individuals

DATE: February 26, 2020

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report

The County of San Bernardino (County), as the Lead Agency under the California Environmental
Quiality Act (CEQA), will be coordinating the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
for the proposed Vulcan Materials Company (Vulcan) Area Q Quarry Project. The Proposed
Project is adjacent to the existing approved Cajon Creek Quarry owned and operated by Vulcan.
The County is requesting identification of environmental issues and information that you or your
organization believes should be considered in the EIR.

Project Title: Area Q Quarry
Project Number: PROJ-2019-00073
Project Applicant: Vulcan Material Company, Inc.

Assessor’'s Parcel Number(s): The Area Q site is comprised of portions of the following
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APN'’s): 0262-201-11-0000, 0262-201-12-0000, 0262-201-13-0000,
0262-201-14-0000, 0262-211-02-0000, 0262-211-03-0000, 0262-211-04-0000, 0262-211-05-
0000, 0262-211-06-0000, 0262-221-03-0000, 0262-221-04-0000, 0262-221-05-0000, 0262-221-
09-0000, 0262-221-10-0000, 0262-221-11-0000, 0262-221-12-0000, 0262-221-13-0000, 0262-
221-17-0000, 0262-221-21-0000, 0262-221-23-0000, 0262-221-29-0000, 0262-221-30-0000,
0262-231-01-0000, 0262-241-13-0000, 0262-241-14, 0262-241-16-0000, 0262-241-26-0000.
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Project Location: The Area Q Quarry is located in unincorporated San Bernardino County, east
of Cajon Creek and north of the community of Muscoy. The site is located in a non-sectioned
portion of Township 1 North, Range 5 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian. Itis depicted
on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) San Bernardino North, California (1980) 7.5-
minute topographic quadrangle. The approximate site coordinates are at latitude 34.17° N and
longitude 117.36° W.

Surrounding land uses near the Area Q Quarry include Areas L, M, and N of Vulcan’s Cajon Creek
Quarry (in the City of San Bernardino) and the quarry’s auxiliary facilities located to the north, as
well as residential neighborhoods located to the south/southeast. The Devil Creek Diversion
Channel runs along the southern boundary of the site, and the residential community of Muscoy
is located directly south of the diversion channel. The site’s western boundary is bordered by the
Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) track, which lies between the site and the Lytle Creek/Cajon
Creek drainage located to the west. The site is protected from surface flows in Cajon Creek
through a series of groins (levees), including Muscoy Groin #3, which is located west of the site’s
western boundary. Industrial developments are located east of the site, across Cajon Boulevard.

The existing site is generally undeveloped and degraded; however it has been subject to a variety
of human-related disturbances including the presence of approximately fifteen (15) homes in poor
condition and miscellaneous debris that has been illegally dumped throughout the site.

The Project site and the Area Q property are the same, and include 196.0 acres. However, Project
activities would take place within 187.6 acres of the 196.0-acre Area Q property/Project site.
Extraction of aggregate would occur over a 182.1-acre area, with the balance of 5.5 acres
dedicated to setbacks and construction of a minimum 10-foot tall berm along the southern site
boundary.

Project Background: Vulcan currently operates the Cajon Creek Quarry adjacent to the north of
the proposed Area Q Quarry. Although Area Q is within the County’s jurisdiction, Vulcan’s Cajon
Creek Quarry is located within the City of San Bernardino and operates under City CUP No. 91-
31/Specific Plan No. 90-01 and associated Reclamation Plan (CA Mine ID No. 91-36-0137), both
approved by the City in 1993. Operations at Cajon Creek Quarry have been ongoing since 1995.

Upon completion of mining within Area L of the Cajon Creek Quarry, anticipated to occur in the
year 2023, Vulcan is proposing to relocate the mining operation to the adjacent Area Q Quarry.

Project Description: To allow for mining and reclamation operations in the 196.0-acre Area Q, a
General Plan Amendment from MS/RS-1 (Muscoy Community Plan/Single Residential, 1-acre
minimum) to MS/IC (Muscoy Community Plan/Community Industrial) is required, along with a
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan to include post-mining
reclamation. Operations in Area Q would not involve any changes to Vulcan'’s existing mining or
processing operations, other than installation of a new or modified conveyor and changing the
location of material extraction from Area L to Area Q. There are no proposed changes to the
existing mining methods, extraction rates or material processing rates. Aggregate extracted from
Area Q would be transferred via a conveyor system to the existing conveyance infrastructure in
place at Area L. Material would then be shipped to Vulcan’s other existing processing locations.
Only on-site haul roads are used by trucks transporting material and no trucks would enter or
leave the site onto public roads. Blasting would not be required to conduct the mining operations.
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The mining operations would be typical of surface aggregate mining operations, and mining would
involve the use of mobile equipment to excavate and load material onto a conveyor, that
terminates at Area L to the north. The materials would then be transported to other Vulcan
permitted facilities for processing. It is expected that approximately 40,000,000 tons of sand and
gravel (i.e. aggregate) would be extracted over approximately 30 years, depending on market
demand and once mining in Area L is complete (estimated for 2023). The mine would provide a
high-quality source of local aggregate materials to serve the regional market.

Mining in Area Q would be initiated once mining in Area L is complete, which is estimated to occur
in 2023. The mining would be conducted in one (1) mining phase, with reclamation occurring
concurrently, as feasible, as mining activities progress through the site. Prior to initiating mining,
the existing debris and structures currently present at the site would be demolished and removed
in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations. Topsoil and subsoil from Area Q would
be used to construct a minimum 10-foot tall landscaped earthen berm along the entire southern
site boundary to screen impacts to the residential neighborhood in Muscoy adjacent to the
southerly Devil Creek Diversion Channel. Topsoil and subsoil stored within the berm would be
used as revegetation cover during reclamation. The vegetated berm has been designed to
provide visual and noise screening between mining operations and public viewpoints to the south.
Overburden would be handled and conveyed to the other Vulcan facilities in the same manner as
the mined sand and gravel.

Once site preparation is completed (approximately 3 months), mining at the site would commence
in the northeast corner of the site, reaching a final depth of 120-feet below ground surface (bgs).
Groundwater is expected to occur at depths below 200-feet bgs. Therefore, mining activities
would not reach groundwater and dewatering of the excavation would not be required.

The major components of the proposed Area Q mining operation include the following:
¢ Open-pit surface mine;
o Temporary stockpiles of excavated materials;
e Ancillary mining equipment;
e Various site improvements for access, safety, and other requirements; and
e Reclamation to open space.

Once mining operations are complete, the Area Q Quarry would be reclaimed back to open space,
consistent with the approved end use for the Cajon Creek Quarry.

Potential Environmental Effects: An EIR will be prepared to evaluate the proposed Project’s
environmental impacts and analyze project alternatives. The topic areas anticipated to be
analyzed in detail in the EIR include Aesthetics, Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Health
Risks, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soil, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Tribal Cultural
Resources, and Wildfire.

Public Review Period: February 26, 2020 and ends on March 26, 2020

Responses and Comments: Please send your responses and comments by March 26, 2020
to Steven Valdez at Steven.Valdez@Ius.sbcounty.gov or at the following address:
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Steven Valdez, Senior Planner

County of San Bernardino

Land Use Services Department — Planning Division
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

Scoping Meeting: The County will hold a scoping meeting for the project to receive comments
on the scope and content of the EIR. You are welcome to attend the scoping meeting and present
environmental information that you believe should be considered in the EIR. The scoping meeting
is scheduled as follows:

Date: March 11, 2020
Time: 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Place: PAL Charter Academy, 2450 Blake Street, San Bernardino, CA 92407

Agencies: In accordance with California Code Regulations, Title 14, Section 15082 (b), the
County requests your agency'’s view on the scope and content of the environmental information
relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your
agency may need to use the EIR prepared by the County when considering any permits that your
agency must issue, or other approval for the project.

If you have additional information, please contact Steven Valdez, Senior Planner, at (909) 387-
4421.

Document Availability:

This Notice of Preparation can be viewed on the County of San Bernardino website at:
http://cms.sbcounty.gov/lus/Planning/Environmental/valley.aspx. The notice is also available
during regular business hours at:

e County of San Bernardino Land Use Services Department, Planning Division, 385 North
Arrowhead Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92415; between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

e Baker Family Learning Center, 2818 Macy Street, Muscoy, CA 92407; Library Hours:
Monday — Wednesday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. This branch is closed Friday and Sunday.

If you have additional information, please contact Steven Valdez, Senior Planner, at (909) 387-
4421.
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26222125PR0J-2019-00073SV
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION CO
ADDRESS UNKNOWN

0

26224127PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION CO
1400 DOUGLAS ST, MAIL STOP 1640

OMAHA NB 681790

26224126PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PROSECO ACQUISITIONS LLC
PO BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26209127PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SENGKEO LLC
11312 STRATFORD WAY

GARDEN GROVE CA92840

26224104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST

825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26209128PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
EL BAJIO INVESTMENTS LLC
168 W 13TH ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26224114PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PROSECO ACQUISITIONS LLC
1200 URBAN CENTER DR

VESTAVIA AL35242

26213109PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MAYORGA, JOSE & MARIA TRUST 9/23/19
3488 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224128PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION CO
1400 DOUGLAS ST, MAIL STOP 1640

OMAHA NB 681790

26209135PR0J-2019-00073SV
CASTANEDA, GUADALUPE
2550 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER CONO 1
2167 DARBY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26211112PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CAMPOS, ANA F
351 CAJON ST

REDLANDS CA92373

26222101PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST

825 E THIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26211107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
NORIEGA, RAMON
3700 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224113PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PROSECO ACQUISITIONS LLC
1200 URBAN CENTER DR

VESTAVIA AL35242

26222109PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VULCAN LANDS INC
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26209101PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
TORRES, RODRIGO
3717 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26213110PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MARTINEZ-TORREZ, OSCAR
3496 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209110PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
RODRIGUEZ, LEOPOLDO P
2527 W THIRD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MITCHELL, GEORGIA
2541 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224118PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY
14803 CHESTNUT ST

WESTMINSTER CA92683

26224106PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER
2167 DARBY ST

MUSCOY CA92407

26224120PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST
825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26211111PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
GODINEZ, MARIA
2227 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224116PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PROSECO ACQUISISTIONS LLC
PO BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26224119PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST
825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26212124PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
GONZALEZ, EDGAR EDUARDO GARIBAY
3505 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26213114PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ZAVALA HERNANDEZ, JOSE RAFAEL
3504 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209124PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VARGAS, PEDRO

1029 MILWAUKEE AVE

LOS ANGELES CA90042

26212106PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ORTIZ, JORGE SALGADO JR
4151 NEST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407



26212108PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MOLINA, JOSE L
3595 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92401

26224108PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER CONO 1
2167 DARBY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26208104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
URBIETA, MIGUEL
2530 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92410

26209153PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MENDOZA, RAFAEL
25955 CORTE ANTIGUA

MORENO VALLEY CA92551

26212105PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
FREEMAN, FRANK
3571 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224110PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
EVANS, EDWIN L 2014 REVOCABLE TRUST
1995 NOLAN ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209136PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
LOPEZ, JUAN ROMERO
2558 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26211102PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SOTO, JORGE
3600 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26206101PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST

825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26208120PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
HENRY, NANCY
2544 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212125PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ORTEGA, JOSE ENRIQUE
2570 1ST AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26208102PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MC CRORY, ROBERT E REV TRUST (08-2-0
2540 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26208107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
OCAMPO, ALFONSO
2524 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26211203PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SANDOVAL, DORA A
3570 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212126PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
HUERTA, LUIS
2562 FIRST AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209112PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
QIAN, YINZHOU
2521 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209152PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MARTINEZ, ELMER
2526 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26211109PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SPSSM INVESTMENTS - IX LP
4900 SANTA ANITA AVE #2C

EL MONTE CA91731

26222130PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PALOMINO ACQUISITIONS LLC
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26209106PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
COVARRUBIAS, JESUS
2543 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26206127PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST

825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26208103PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CALDERA, HILARIO
2538 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209123PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
GONZALEZ, MARTIN
2534 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212103PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
IBARRA, VICTOR M
3561 GRAY STREET

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26213115PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
HURTADO, MARIA A
3500 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209119PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
QUIROGA, ANGELICA
2514 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26210128PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ARIAS, SANDRA
3655 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26221102PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VULCAN LANDS, INC
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26217105PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER CO NO |
2167 DARBY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26209107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CASTRO, JAIME
2541 W 3RD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407



26209122PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ARROYO, MANUEL
2532 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209132PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
EL BAJIO INVESTMENTS LLC
168 W 13TH ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26212102PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
JENSEN, DONNA L
2580 FIRST AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26208118PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ALCANTAR, CARMEN
2548 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209103PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VERA, MINGO
508 LYNN HAVEN ST

ONTARIO CA91764

26209120PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PATEL, SUVIDHA PURI
785 AARON PARK DR

MILPITAS CA95035

26210111PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ESCOBAR, RICARDO
2525 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92410

26211204PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ZAMBRANO, HECTOR
3590 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26222115PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER CONO 1
2167 DARBY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26208122PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
LAKE, QUINTIN
17100-B- BEAR VALLEY RD #237

VICTORVILLE, CA92395

26209126PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
HERNANDEZ, RAMON G
2572 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209134PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CORTES, GERARDO AMEZCUA
2525 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212107PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ORTIZ, MAGDALENA
3577 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26208121PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

ARREGUIN FAMILY LIVING TRUST 11/15

2546 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26209105PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
INLAND ASSET MANAGEMENT LLC
11588 YORBA AVE

CHINO CA92710

26209129PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VORAVONG, NANCY

1426 W 6TH ST #203

CORONA CA92882

26210119PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
RIOS, ANGELICA
3605 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26212110PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MARTINEZ, RAUL RAMON
4069 N E ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26222129PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
PALOMINO ACQUISITIONS LLC
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26210104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
WEST, BRIAN
PO BOX 9244

SAN BERNARDINO CA92427

26209130PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
DHA PROPERTIES LP
4900 SANTA ANITA AVE #2C

EL MONTE CA91731

26210108PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CERDA, JOSE L
1656 EMISSION

POMONA CA91766

26213113PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MACIAS, HECTOR
3502 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209102PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
GUZMAN, MARGARITA BELTRAN
2553 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209118PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

DEL TORO, ALEJANDRO & COLLETTE FAMIL

7413 MONTROSE AVE

HESPERIA CA92345

26209154PR0J-2019-00073SV
LAKE, DION & KATIE FAM TR 8/9/05
2866 LADERA RD

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26211202PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MORALES, LUIS MARTIN
3566 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212123PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
DEL RIO, RODRIGO
3513 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26224109PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MUSCOY MUTUAL WATER CONO 1
2167 DARBY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

26210105PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
LEPE, JAVIER SOTO
2577 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407



26210123PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ORTIZ, ARTEMIO D
2529 W SECOND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26211103PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
MORALES, RAMIRO
3644 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26207104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CALMAT CO
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26208117PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ESPARZA, MANUELA
2550 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209113PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
VILLA, ROSA
2519 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210109PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CERDA, JOSE L
1656 EMISSION

POMONA CA91766

26210127PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
RODRIGUEZ, JOSE L
3665 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210112PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SAKOUNPHONG, SOMKIAT
2521 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26212104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
RESENDIS, ANSELMO
3565 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92405

PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

26210125PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
GONZALEZ, MARIAT
3645 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26211108PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
COMMUNITY BUILDING GROUP LLC
6139 SYLVIA AVE

TARZANA CA91335

26224105PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SAN BERNARDINO CO FLOOD CONTROL DIST
825 ETHIRD ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92415

26209104PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CALLIHAM, VICTOR L
2549 THIRD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209131PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
QUINTERO, HUMBERTO
2594 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210120PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CASTANEDA, ARTURO
9163 MILLS AVE

MONTCLAIR CA91763

26222117PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ARROWHEAD INLAND LLC
550 E HOPITALITY LN STE 300

SAN BERNARDINO CA92408

26210124PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ORTIZ, DAVID DELGADO
2529 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

26211101PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
SANCHEZ, LUIS
11610 3RD AVE

HESPERIA CA92345

26205138PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CALMAT CO
FAS #1401-843 / P O BOX 385014

BIRMINGHAM AL35238

26208115PR0J-2019-00073SV
GOMEZ, JOED
2522 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209111PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
CORTES, GERARDO AMEZCUA
2525 W 3RD AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26209151PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
TORREZ, OSCAR MARTINEZ
2530 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210126PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
ASENCIO, HECTOR
3635 GRAY ST

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26210106PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
AGUIAR, IGNACIO
2551 W 2ND AVE

SAN BERNARDINO CA92407

26211201PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

RAFFAI, JOE

3540 GRAY ST

MUSCOY CA92405

PR0OJ-2019-00073SV

PR0OJ-2019-00073SV
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1. Introductions
« Steven Valdez: San Bernardino County, Land Use Services Department
« Martin Derus, Natalie Patty: Lilburn Corporation
« Jim Gore: Vulcan Materials Company

Project Overview
CEQA Process
Environmental Review

Public Questions and Comments

o x W N

Next Steps




Key Aspects of Project

»Vulcan submitted an application to the County to move mining
activities on their property from Area L to Area Q.

» The project will use existing mining infrastructure and processing
operations to extract aggregate material.

« Aggregate material is the high-quality sand and gravel used for construction
throughout the region.

« Aggregate is an essential ingredient for all construction.

»For Area Q, there will be no changes to the current mining methods,
extraction rates or material processing rates at Vulcan’s existing
operation.

»0Once mining is complete, Area Q will be reclaimed and revegetated

as open space.




Additional Project Overview

» The Project does not involve any substantial changes to the existing operations.
* No change in hours of operations, mining methods, personnel, etc.

»0Once mining is comcgleted in Area L (estimated 2023), Vulcan will relocate existing
operations to Area Q.

« There would be no concurrent mining operations between Area L and the Project.
» Excavation will reach a final depth of 120-feet below ground surface.

»Prior to mining, topsoil/subsoil and overburden will be stored in a minimum 10-foot high
landscaped berm constructed along the site’s southern boundary adjacent to the Deuvil
Creek Diversion Channel.

* The berm will reduce potential noise and visual impacts in the Muscoy neighborhoods.

»Mined materials would be transported via a conveyor to Vulcan'’s existing Cajon Creek
Quarry conveyance infrastructure located at the northern boundary of the Project site.

* No new off-site truck trips.
» The Project does not permit haul trucks to enter or leave the site onto public roadways.




Vicinity Map

Project Location

« Area Q Project site is located within
unincorporated San Bernardino County,
west of Cajon Boulevard (outlined in red
on the figure to the left).

 Areas within the City of San Bernardino
jurisdiction are located to the north/east,
including Vulcan’'s adjacent Cajon
Creek Quarry (Areas L, M and N)
operations (outlined in blue on the

figure to the left).




Mine Site Plan

/. | The Project/Area Q site
by encompasses 196 acres,
= | with 182.1 acres
proposed for aggregate
sand and gravel) mining
= and 14 acres of
e dedicated setbacks.
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Reclamation Plan

Mining would occur over
an estimated 30-year
period (depending on
market demand).

Once mining is complete
(estimated 2053), the
site will be reclaimed to
open space, consistent
with the approved end
use for Vulcan’s adjacent
operations.

VULCAN MATERIALS
COMPANY
AREA Q




Area Q Mining & Reclamation Plan Summary

Item/Activity Project Description — Area Q

Area Q Property / Project Site (acres) Approximately 196.0 acres.

Reclamation Area Including Setbacks (acres) Approximately 187.6 acres.

Mining/Excavation Area (acres) Approximately 182.1 acres.

Mining Method Use of excavators, scrapers, dozers, loaders, etc. No blasting would be required.
Mining Depth Approximately 120-feet below ground surface (bgs).

Processing No processing would occur on the Project site.

Estimated Total Aggregate Volume 40 million tons.

Estimated Average Annual Extraction Rate 1.9 to 2.6 million tons/year.

Estimated Maximum Annual Extraction Rate 3.1 million tons/year.

Depth to Groundwater Greater than 200-feet bgs.

Water Use (dust control) Approximately 19.5 acre-feet (AF) per year obtained from groundwater well west of Area M.
Reclamation End Uses Open space.

Project Life Approximately 30 years depending on market demand.

. No more than a 12-hour period between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday (except holidays).
Hours of Operation . .
Operations span 8 hours on a typical day.

Conveyor system from Project site to existing conveyance infrastructure in place at southern edge of Area L (northern
Material Transport Method Project site boundary) where the materials would be transported off-site for processing by the same method currently
being used for Cajon Creek Quarry. No haul trucks would enter or leave from public roads or streets.




Project Goals

» Continue to provide a reliable, sustainable local source of high-
quality aggregates to help meet the current and long-term demand
for construction materials in San Bernardino County.

» Create an environmentally sound project that would balance the
recovery of the aggregate resource with the protection of other
resources including air quality, wildlife habitat, sensitive and special
status species, groundwater, and surface water.

» Provide a final reclamation land surface vegetated by native and
non-native species that provides long-term open space within the

County.




Area Q Quarry Project

Thank You
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Environmental Impact Report
for the
Area Q Quarry Project

Lead Agency: County of San Bernardino — Land Use Services

Environmental Consultant:
Lilburn Corporation

1905 Business Center Drive March 11 , 2020

San Bernardino, California 92408



EIR MANAGEMENT

LILBURN CORPORATION - Local Environmental Planning Firm
with Over 30 Years of Experience Preparing EIRs

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO- LEAD AGENCY
REVIEW DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

LILBURN PROJECT MANAGER - Natalie Patty

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY



WHAT IS CEQA?

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 was enacted to
address concerns about environmental quality in the state. CEQA outlines
the procedures to ensure that agencies complete an environmental

analysis and disclose to the public potential environmental impacts of a
proposed project.

The purpose of CEQA is to:

Inform agencies and the public about the potential, significant
environmental effects of a proposed project.

Identify the ways that potential impacts can be avoided or significantly
reduced.

Prevent significant, unavoidable impacts to the environment by
requiring changes to the project or use of mitigation measures.

Disclose to the public the reasons why an agency approved the project
even If significant environmental effects would result.

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY



CEQA OVERVIEW

Circulate NOP

Conduct Scoping Meeting
Preparation of focused studies
Preparation of Draft EIR
45-Day Public Review
Preparation of Final EIR

SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY



What topics will the EIR Cover?

Aesthetics

Air Quality/GHG
Biological Resources
Cultural Resources
Geology and Soils

Hazards and
Hazardous Materials

Hydrology and Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Noise

Tribal Cultural Resources
Wildfire

Alternatives to the Project
Cumulative Impacts

SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY



PUBLIC COMMENTS

Oral Comments

= Fill out Speaker Card
= When called to podium please provide your name and address
= Please be polite and considerate

= If many people wish to speak, a time limit of three minutes may be imposed

Written Comments

= Leave tonight
= Mail Postcard
= Accepted until March 26t

SAN BERNARDINO

\ COUNTY




CONTACT INFORMATION

Steven Valdez at steven.valdez@lus.sbcounty.gov or to the following
address:

Steven Valdez, Senior Planner

County of Lan Bernardino

Land Use Services Department — Planning Division
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, First Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

The NOP and Project Description can be viewed on the County website
at: http://cms.sbcounty.gov/lus/Planning/Environmental/valley.aspx. The
notice is also available during regular business hours at:

County of San Bernardino Land Use Services Department, Planning
Division
Baker Family Learning Center, 2818 Macy Street, Muscoy, CA 92407

If you require additional information please contact Steven Valdez,
Senior Planner, at (909) 387-4421.

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY



WHAT’S NEXT?

Document all comments from the scoping meeting in the Draft EIR
Consider comments through evaluation of potential impacts in Draft EIR

Upon review of Administrative Draft EIR by County, circulate the Draft EIR
for a 45-day public comment period (if you provide your name and address,
you will be notified when complete and ready for review)

Ereparation of the Final EIR that responds to comments received on Draft
IR

Planning Commission uses information in the EIR (Draft and Final) to make
an informed decision on the project during the Public Hearing

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY



‘ Environmental Impact

Report Schedule

>

Notice of Preparation Filed
Public Scoping Meeting

EIR Circulated for Public Review
Finalize EIR & Submit to County

Board of Supervisors Certification

February 28, 2020
March 11, 2020
May 2020

August 2020

November 2020

SAN BERNARDINO

\ COUNTY




AREA Q QUARRY PROJECT

Public Comments



Area Q Quarry Project May 2020
Scoping Report

APPENDIX 3

List of Commenters and Written Comments

Area Q Scoping Report Sespe Consulting, Inc.



Area Q — NOP Comment Log

Commenter Affiliation Date

Bryan Etsitty CoIF)rado River Indian Tribes, Tribal Historic Preservation 2/3/2020
Office

Andrew Green Native American Heritage Commission 2/4/2020

Rudy Garcia Muscoy Mutual Water Company 2/7/2020

Michael R. Perry County of San Bernardino, Department of Public Works 2/27/2020
(DPW)

Scott Wilson California I?epartment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Inland 3/2/2020
Desert Region

Carol E. Atkins & California Department of Conservation (DOC), Division of 3/2/2020

Paul Fry Mine Reclamation (DMR)

. . 3/3/2020
K lynR. H R !
imberlyn earns esident 3/4/2020
Michelle Stengel Resident 3/11/2020
Randy Stengel Resident 3/11/2020
Brandy Salas Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation 4/15/2020
Cultural Resources 1/3/2020,

Department

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

4/17/2020




o SR o, COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

26600 Mohave Road
Parker, Arizona 85344
Telephone: (928)-669-5822 Fax: (928) 669-5843

N>

o
RIVER W

February 3, 2020

San Bernardino County

Land Use Services Department

385 N. Arrowhead Ave., First Floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415

RE: Vulcan Mine Materials Relocation and Expansion

Dear Mr. Steven Valdez:

The Colorado River Indian Tribes’ Tribal Historic Preservation Office (“CRIT THPQO”) has received
your letter dated January 3, 2020 regarding the San Bernardino County Land Use Services’ proposal
for a general plan amendment for the Vulcan Area Q Project from a single residential to community
industrial and mining CUP for mining operations within Cajon Creek/Muscoy, San Bernardino
County, California.

As a preliminary matter, the Colorado River Indian Tribes are a federally recognized Indian tribe
comprised of over 4,200 members belonging to the Mohave, Chemehuevi, Hopi and Navajo Tribes.
The almost 300,000-acre Colorado River Indian Reservation sits astride the Colorado River between
Blythe, California and Parker, Arizona. The ancestral homelands of the Tribe’s members, however,
extend far beyond the Reservation boundaries. Significant portions of public and private lands in
California, Arizona and Nevada were occupied by the ancestors of the Colorado River Indian Tribes’
Mohave and Chemehuevi members since time immemorial. These landscapes remain imbued with
substantial cultural, spiritual and religious significance for the Tribes’ current members and future
generations. For this reason, we have a strong interest in ensuring that potential cultural resource
impacts are adequately considered and mitigated.

In particular, the Colorado River Indian Tribes are concerned about the removal of artifacts from
this area and corresponding destruction of the Tribes’ footprint on this landscape. As such, the
Tribes request that all prehistoric cultural resources, including both known and yet-to-be-
discovered sites, be avoided if feasible. If avoidance of the site is infeasible, then the Tribes request
that the resources be left in-situ or reburied in a nearby area, after consultation. This language
should be incorporated into enforceable mitigation measures.



CRIT THPO

Project Name: Vulcan Mine Project
Date: February 3, 2020

Page 2

In addition, we respond as follows:

Given the potential impact of the project on important cultural resources, the
Colorado River Indian Tribes request in-person government-to-government
consultation. Please contact the CRIT THPO to discuss our concerns and schedule
a meeting with Tribal Council.

In the event any human remains or objects subject to provision of the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, or cultural resources such as
sites, trails, artifacts are identified during ground disturbance, please contact the
CRIT THPO within 48 hours.

The Colorado River Indian Tribes request tribal monitoring of any ground
disturbing activity as a condition of project approval. The Tribes request
notification of any opportunities to provide tribal monitoring for the project.

X The Colorado River Indian Tribes do not have any specific comment on the

proposed project and instead defer to the comments of other affiliated tribes.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact the undersigned if you have any questions or

concerns.

Sincerely,

COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES
TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

/s/ Bryan Etsitty, Director
26600 Mohave Road
Parker, AZ 85344

Phone:
E-mail:

CccC:

(928) 669-5822
betsitty@crit-nsn.gov

critthpo@crit-nsn.gov




CHAIRPERSON
Laura Miranda
Luisefio

VICE CHAIRPERSON
Reginald Pagaling
Chumash

SECRETARY
Merri Lopez-Keifer
Luisefo

P ARLIAMENTARIAN
Russell Altebery
Karuk

COMMISSIONER
Marshall McKay
Wintun

COMMISSIONER

William Mungary
Paiute /White Mountain
Apache

COMMISSIONER
Joseph Myers
Pomo )

COMMISSIONER
Julie Tumamait-
Stenslie
Chumash

COMMISSIONER
[Vacant]

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Christina Snider
Pomo

NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100

West Sacramento,
California 95691

(216} 373-3710
nahc@nahc.ca.gov
NAHC.ca.gov

Gavin Newsom, Governor
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

February 4, 2020

Steven Valdez

San Bernardino County

385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 1st floor
San Bernardino, CA 92415

Re: 2020010528, Area Q QUARRY Project, San Bernardino County
Dear Mr. Valdez:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation
(NOP), Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or Early Consultation for the project
referenced above. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code
§21000 et seq.), specifically Public Resources Code §21084.1, states that a project that may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, is a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code § 21084.1; Cal. Code
Regs., tit.14, §15064.5 (b) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5 (b)). If there is substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources
Code §21080 (d); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a)(1) (CEQA Guidelines § 15064 (a)(1)).
In order to determine whether a project will cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, a lead agency will need to determine whether there are
historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE).

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014. Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of
2014) {AB 52) amended CEQA to create a separate category of cultural resources, “tribal
cultural resources” (Pub. Resources Code §21074) and provides that a project with an effect
that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tibal cultural resource is
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code
§21084.2). Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural
resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)). AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice
of preparation, a notice of negative declaration, or a mitigated negative declaration is filed on
or after July 1, 2015. If your project involves the adoption of or amendment to a general plan or
a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or after March 1,
2005, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 (Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (SB 18).

Both SB 18 and AB 52 have tribal consultation requirements. If your project is also subject to the
federal National Environmental Policy Act {42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), the tribal
consultation requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (154
U.S.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply.

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are
traditionally and culturally offiliated with the geographic area of your proposed project as early
as possible in order to avoid inadvertent discoveries of Native American human remains and
best protect tribal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 as
well as the NAHC's recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments.

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with
any other applicable laws.
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AB 52
AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements:

1. Fourteen Day Period to Provide Notice of Completion of an Application/Decision to Undertake a Project:
Within fourteen (14) days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public
agency to undertake a project, a lead agency shall provide formal notification to a designated contact of, or
tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have
requested notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes:

a. A brief description of the project.

b. The lead agency contact information.

c¢. Nofification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days fo request consultation. (Pub.

Resources Code §21080.3.1 (d}).

d. A “Cadlifornia Native American fribe” is defined as a Native American tribe located in California that is

on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18).

(Pub. Resources Code §21073).

2. Bedgin Consultation Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe's Request for Consultation and Before Releasing a
Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report: A lead agency shall
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native
American tribe that is fraditionally and culturally offiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.
(Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1, subds. (d) and (e)} and prior to the release of a negative declaration,
mitigated negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1(b)).

a. Forpurposes of AB 52, “consultation shall have the same meaning as provided in Gov. Code §65352.4

(SB 18). (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1 (b)).

3. Mandatory Topics of Consultation If Requested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a tribe
requests to discuss them, are mandatory topics of consultation:

a. Alternatives to the project.

b. Recommended mitigation measures.

c. Significant effects. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

4. Discretionary Topics of Consultation: The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation:
a. Type of environmental review necessary.
b. Significance of the tribal cultural resources.
c. Significance of the project’'s impacts on tribal cultural resources.
d. [If necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe
may recommend to the lead agency. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

5. Confidentiality of Information Submitted by a Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some
exceptions, any information, including but not limited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural
resources submitted by a California Native American tribe during the environmental review process shall not be
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency
to the public, consistent with Government Code §6254 (r) and §6254.10. Any information submitted by a
California Native American tribe during the consultation or environmental review process shall be published in a
confidential appendix to the environmental document unless the tribe that provided the information consents, in
writing, to the disclosure of some or all of the information to the public. {Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c)(1)).

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: If a project may have a
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency's environmental document shall discuss both of
the following:
a. Whether the proposed project has a significant impact on an identified tribal cultural resource.
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed
to pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision {a), avoid or substantially lessen the impact on
the identified tribal cultural resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (b)).
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7. Conclusion of Consultation: Consultation with a tribe shall be considered concluded when either of the
following occurs:
a. 'The parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on
a tribal cultural resource; or
b. A party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot
be reached. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 {b)).

8. Recommending Mitigation Measures Agreed Upon in Consultation in the Environmental Document: Any
mitigation measures agreed upon in the consultation conducted pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.3.2
shall be recommended for inclusion in the environmental document and in an adopted mitigation monitoring
and reporting program, if determined to avoid or lessen the impact pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3,
subdivision (b), paragraph 2, and shall be fully enforceable. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (a)).

9. Reguired Consideration of Feasible Mitigation: If mitigation measures recommended by the staff of the lead
agency as a result of the consultation process are not included in the environmental document or if there are no
agreed upon mitigation measures at the conclusion of consultation, or if consultation does not occur, and if
substantial evidence demonstrates that a project will cause a significant effect to a tribal cultural resource, the
lead agency shall consider feasible mitigation pursuant to Public Resources Code §21084.3 (b). (Pub. Resources
Code §21082.3 (e)).

10. Examples of Mitigation Measures That, If Feasible, May Be Considered o Avoid or Minimize Significant Adverse
Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources:
a. Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to:
i. Planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural
context.
ii. Planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culturally
appropriate protection and management criteria.
b. Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal cultural values
and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following:
i. Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.
il. Protecting the traditional use of the resource.
iii. Protecting the confidentiality of the resource.
¢. Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate
management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places.
d. Protecting the resource. (Pub. Resource Code §21084.3 (b)).
e. Please note that a federally recognized California Native American tribe or a non-federally
recognized California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC to protect
a California prehistoric, archaeological, cultural, spiritual, or ceremonial place may acquire and hold
conservation easements if the conservation easement is voluntarily conveyed. (Civ. Code §815.3 (c]).
f. Please note that it is the policy of the state that Native American remains and associated grave
artifacts shall be repatriated. (Pub. Resources Code §5097.991).

11. Prerequisites for Certifving an Environmental Impact Report or Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration or
Negative Declaration with a Significant Impact on an Identified Tribal Cultural Resource: An Environmental
Impact Report may not be certified, nor may a mitigated negative declaration or a negative declaration be
adopted unless one of the following occurs:
a. The consultation process between the tribes and the lead agency has occurred as provided in Public
Resources Code §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 and concluded pursuant to Public Resources Code
§21080.3.2.
b. The fribe that requested consultation failed to provide comments to the lead agency or otherwise
failed to engage in the consultation process.
c. Thelead agency provided notice of the project to the tribe in compliance with Public Resources
Code §21080.3.1 (d) and the tribe failed to request consultation within 30 days. (Pub. Resources Code
§21082.3 (d)).

The NAHC's PowerPoint presentation titted, “Tribal Consultation Under AB 52: Requirements and Best Practices™ may
be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ABS2TribalConsultation CalEPAPDF.pdf
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SB 18

SB 18 applies to local governments and requires local governments to contact, provide notice to, refer plans to, and
consult with tribes prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation of
open space. {Gov. Code §65352.3). Local governments should consult the Governor's Office of Planning and
Research’s “Tribal Consultation Guidelines,” which can be found online at:
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/09 14 05 Updated Guidelines 922.pdf.

Some of SB 18's provisions include:

1. Tribal Consultation: If alocal government considers a proposal to adopt or amend a general plan or a
specific plan, or to designate open space it is required to contact the appropriate tribes identified by the NAHC
by requesting a “Tribal Consultation List." If a fribe, once contacted, requests consultation the local government
must consult with the tribe on the plan proposal. A tribe has 90 days from the date of receipt of notification to
request consultation unless a shorter timeframe has been agreed to by the tribe. (Gov. Code §65352.3
(a)(2).
2. No Statutory Time Limit on SB 18 Tribal Consultation. There is no statutory time limit on SB 18 tribal consultation.
3. Confidentiglity: Consistent with the guidelines developed and adopted by the Office of Planning and
Research pursuant to Gov. Code §65040.2, the city or county shall protect the confidentiality of the information
concerning the specific identity, location, character, and use of places, features and objects described in Public
Resources Code §5097.9 and §5097.993 that are within the city’s or county’s jurisdiction. (Gov. Code §65352.3
(b)).
4. Conclusion of SB 18 Triba! Consultation: Consultation should be concluded at the point in which:
a. The parties to the consultation come to a mutual agreement concerning the appropriate measures
for preservation or mitigation; or
b. Either the local government or the tribe, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes
that mutual agreement cannot be reached concerning the appropriate measures of preservation or
mitigation. (Tribal Consultation Guidelines, Governor's Office of Planning and Research (2005) at p. 18).

Agencies should be aware that neither AB 52 nor SB 18 precludes agencies from initiating tribal consultation with
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiiated with their jurisdictions before the timeframes provided in AB 52 and
SB 18. For that reason, we urge you to continue to request Native American Tribal Contact Lists and “Sacred Lands
File" searches from the NAHC. The request forms can be found online at: hitp://nahc.ca.aov/resources/forms/.

NAHC Recommendations for Cultural Resources Assessments

To adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation
in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tribal cultural resources, the NAHC recommends
the following actions:

1. Contact the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) Center
(http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/2page id=1068) for an archaeological records search. The records search will

determine:
a. If part or all of the APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.
b. If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE.
c. If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.
d. If asurvey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report
detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.
a. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measures should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum and
not be made available for public disclosure.
b. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the
appropriate regional CHRIS center.
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3. Contact the NAHC for:
a. A Sacred Lands File search. Remember that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the
Sacred Lands File, nor are they required to do so. A Sacred Lands File search is not a substitute for
consultation with tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the
project's APE.
b. A Native American Tribal Consultation List of appropriate fribes for consultation concerning the
project site and to assist in planning for avoidance, preservation in place, or, failing both, mitigation
measures.

4. Remember that the lack of surface evidence of archaeological resources (including tribal cultural resources)
does not preclude their subsurface existence.
a. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plan provisions for
the identification and evaluation of inadvertently discovered archaeological resources per Cal. Code
Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5(f) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(f}). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a
certified archaeologist and a culturally offiliated Native American with knowledge of cultural resources
should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.
b. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions
for the disposition of recovered cultural items that are not burial associated in consultation with culturally
affiliated Native Americans.
¢. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions
for the treatment and disposition of inadvertently discovered Native American human remains. Health
and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98, and Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5,
subdivisions (d) and (e) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5, subds. (d) and (e)) address the processes to be
followed in the event of an inadvertent discovery of any Native American human remains and
associated grave goods in a location other than a dedicated cemetery.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address:
Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

a/»wbuar/@'lwm

Andrew Green
Staff Services Analyst

cc: State Clearinghouse
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Firefox https://outlook.office.com/mail/sentitems/id/ AQMkADNiIM2I3NjkwL...

Fw: Contact Email and Project Plans

Graham Stephens <gstephens@sespeconsulting.com>
Tue 5/12/2020 3:30 PM

To: Maya Rohr <mrohr@sespeconsulting.com>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Valdez, Steven <Steven.Valdez@l|us.sbcounty.gov>

Date: Fri, Feb 7, 2020 at 2:01 PM

Subject: FW: Contact Email and Project Plans

To: Gore, James <gorej@vmcmail.com>, Maya Rohr <mrohr@sespeconsulting.com>
Cc: aguernsey@hthjlaw.com <aguernsey@hthjlaw.com>

Mr. Gore,

| got a call from Mr. Garcia from the Muscoy Water District. He was concerned about the project impacting
the water lines shown on the attached map. |don’t believe the project will impact the water lines, but can
you give him a call to discuss the project with him?

He can be reached at 909-376-6825....
Thanks,

Steven Valdez

Senior Planner

Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4421

Fax: 909-387-3223

385 N. Arrowhead Ave

San Bernardino, CA, 92415-0187

<image001.png>

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the intended recipient. If
you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to immediately destroy it and notify the

sender.

From: Rudy Garcia <rgarcia.mmwc@verizon.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 4:33 PM
To: Valdez, Steven <Steven.Valdez@Ius.sbcounty.gov>

Subject: Re: Contact Email and Project Plans

1of2 5/12/2020, 3:31 PM



Firefox https://outlook.office.com/mail/sentitems/id/ AQMkADNiIM2I3NjkwL...

From: Valdez, Steven <Steven.Valdez@lus.sbcounty.gov>
To: rgarcia.mmwc@verizon.net <rgarcia.mmwc@yverizon.net>
Sent: Thu, Feb 6, 2020 11:15 am

Subject: Contact Email and Project Plans

Ron,

Great chatting with you this morning about the water lines for Muscoy Water. When you have an opportunity,
please forward me a map highlighting the location of the water lines in the project vicinity. I'm not sure if the
project will impact those lines, but we can definitely meet to make that determination, if necessary. To assist in
your review of the potential impacts, | have attached the reclamation plan for Vulcan.

Thanks for bringing this to my attention.

Regards,

Steven Valdez

Senior Planner

Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4421

Fax: 909-387-3223

385 N. Arrowhead Ave

San Bernardino, CA, 92415-0187

<image001.png>

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the intended recipient. If
you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to immediately destroy it and notify the

sender.

<GIS MAP WASH.pdf>
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825 East Third Street, San Bemardino, CA 92415-0835 | Phone: 909.387.8109 Fax: 909.387.7876

’ Department of Public Works

SAN BERNARDINO e Flood Control Brendon Biggs, M.S., P.E.
C OUNTY e Operations Interim Director
e Solid Waste Management
e Surveyor
e Transportation

Transmitted Via Email

February 27, 2020

Land Use Services Department
Attn: Steven Valdez, Senior Planner
385 North Arrowhead Ave. 1% Floor
San Bernardino, CA. 92415

RE: CEQA - NOTICE OF PREPERATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT FOR THE AREA Q QUARRY PROJECT

Dear Mr. Valdez:
Thank you for allowing the San Bernardino County Department of Public Works the opportunity to
comment on the above-referenced project. We received this request on January 29, 2020 and

pursuant to our review, the following comments are provided:

Transportation Planning Division (Jinghui Bradley, PWE Ill, 909-387-8173):

1. The Draft Environmental Impact Report should assess the project’'s impact to and
compliance with the San Bernardino, Muscoy Community Emissions Reduction Plan
(CERP).

The plan can be accessed through the following link:
https://www.aamd.gov/nav/about/initiatives/community-efforts/environmentai-justice/ab617-
134/san-b/community-emissions-reduction-plan

Flood Control Planning Division (Michael Fam, PWE lil, 909-387-8120):

1. We are aware there may be storm drains in and around the site that may be affected by the
proposed Project. When planning for or altering existing or future storm drains, be advised
that the Project is subject to the Comprehensive Storm Drain Plan No. 7, dated December
1982. It is to be used as a guideline for drainage in the area and is available at the San
Bernardino County Department of Public Works-Flood Control Planning Section. Any revision
to the drainage should be reviewed and approved by the Jurisdictional Agency (City section,
County section). Should construction of new, or alterations to existing storm drains be
necessary as part of the Proposed Project, their impacts and any required mitigation should
be discussed within the Draft Environmental Impact Report before the document is adopted
by the Lead Agency.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

RoBERT A. LOVINGOOD ~ JANICE RUTHERFORD  DAWN ROWE CuUrT HAGMAN JosiE GONZALES
First District Second District Third District Chairman, Fourth District Vice Chair, Fifth District




CEQA NOP Area Q Quarry Project
February 27, 2020
Page 2 of 2

Permits/Operations Support Division (Melissa Walker, Chief, 909-387-7995):

1. The proposed Project is encroaching upon a San Bernardino County Flood Control District
(SBCFCD) access easement that follows the current roadways for Road Runner Trail and
Gray Street that extends to District facilities from those roadways and may impact the
SBCFCD facilities Devils Creek Diversion, COE (2-307-1B), Muscoy Groin No. 3, COE (2-209-
5() and Muscoy Groin No. 5, COE (2-209-5E). Be advised that any encroachments on
SBCFCD's facilities will require a permit from the SBCFCD. Also, SBCFCD facilities built by
the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) will require the SBCFCD to obtain approval (408-Permit)
from the ACOE. The necessity for any, or all of these permits, and any impacts associated
with them, should be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Report prior to adoption
and certification.

We respectfully request to be included on the circulation list for all project notices, public reviews, or
public hearings. In closing, | would like to thank you again for allowing the San Bernardino County
Department of Public Works the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced project. Should
you have any questions or need additional clarification, please contact the individuals who provided
the specific comment, as listed above.

/7/AELR PERRY Q%:Zﬁ

uperwsmg Planner
Environmental Management

Sincerely,

MRP:AJ:sr
Email: Steven.Valdez@Ius.sbcounty.gov




State of California — Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
Inland Deserts Region

3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Suite C-220

Ontario, CA 91764

www.wildlife.ca.gov

CALFORNI

March 2, 2020
Sent via email

Mr. Steven Valdez

Senior Planner

County of San Bernardino

Land Use Services Department — Planning Division
385 N. Arrowhead Ave, First Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
Area Q Quarry Project
State Clearinghouse No. 2020010528

Dear Mr. Valdez:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Preparation
(NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) from the County of San
Bernardino for the Area Q Quarry Project pursuant the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.'

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects
of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the
exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (/d., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of CEQA,
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines” are
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870
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agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As
proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW'’s lake and streambed
alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish &
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the Project proponent may seek related take authorization as
provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Project proposes relocation of mining operations from Area L to Area Q Quarry and
includes a general plan amendment, reclamation plan, and use permit for mining of
sand and gravel. The Project proposes to work in unincorporated San Bernardino
County, east of Cajon Creek and north of the community of Muscoy; latitude 34.17 N
and longitude -117.36 W. The Project will impact 196 acres.

Major components of the Project include: open-pit surface mine, temporary stockpiles of
excavated materials, ancillary mining equipment, various site improvements for access,
safety, and other requirements, and reclamation of open space. A general plan
amendment from Muscoy Community Plan/Single Residential, 1-care minimum
(MS/RS-1) to Muscoy Community Plan/Community Industrial (MS/IC) will be required.
Additionally, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Surface Mining and Reclamation Plan
will also be required.

Prior to initiating mining operations, the existing debris and structures present in Area Q
Quarry will be demolished and removed in accordance with state, local, and federal
regulations. A minimum 10-foot tall berm will be constructed using topsoil and subsoil
from Area Q to align the entire southern site boundary adjacent to the residential
neighborhoods in Muscoy. Topsoil and subsoil stored within the berm will be used as
revegetation cover during reclamation. The berm will be vegetated and will provide
visual and noise screening between mining operations and viewpoints to the south.
Overburden will be conveyed to other existing facilities.

Other than the installation of a new or modified conveyor, operations in Area Q will not
involve changes in existing mining or processing operations. There will not be changes
to any existing mining methods, extraction rates, or material processing rates. Mining
will involve the use of mobile equipment to excavate 120 feet below ground surface
(bgs). Groundwater is expected to occur below 200 feet bgs. Thus, dewatering of the
site will not be necessary.
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Extracted material will be transferred to existing Area L from Area Q via a conveyor
system. Material will then be processed and shipped from existing and/or permitted
locations. Haul trucks will not enter or leave the site onto public roads. No blasting will
be conducted. An estimated 40,000,000 tons of gravel and sand will be extracted over a

span of 30 years. Once, mining operations are complete, Area Quarry Q will be
reclaimed back to open space.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the County in
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources.

CDFW recommends that the forthcoming DEIR address the following:

Assessment of Biological Resources

Section 15125(c) of the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional setting
of a project is critical to the assessment of environmental impacts and that special
emphasis should be placed on environmental resources that are rare or unigue to the
region. To enable CDFW staff to adequately review and comment on the project, the
DEIR should include a complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent
to the Project footprint, with particular emphasis on identifying rare, threatened,
endangered, and other sensitive species and their associated habitats.

The CDFW recommends that the DEIR specifically include:

1. An assessment of the various habitat types located within the project footprint, and a
map that identifies the location of each habitat type. CDFW recommends that
floristic, alliance- and/or association based mapping and assessment be completed
following The Manual of California Vegetation, second edition (Sawyer et al. 2009).
Adjoining habitat areas should also be included in this assessment where site
activities could lead to direct or indirect impacts offsite. Habitat mapping at the
alliance level will help establish baseline vegetation conditions.

2. A general biological inventory of the fish, amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal
species that are present or have the potential to be present within each habitat type
onsite and within adjacent areas that could be affected by the project. CDFW's
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) in Sacramento should be contacted
at (916) 322-2493 or CNDDB@uwildlife.ca.gov to obtain current information on any
previously reported sensitive species and habitat, including Significant Natural Areas

identified under Chapter 12 of the Fish and Game Code, in the vicinity of the
proposed Project.

Please note that CDFW’s CNDDB is not exhaustive in terms of the data it houses,
nor is it an absence database. CDFW recommends that it be used as a starting point
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in gathering information about the potential presence of species within the general
area of the project site.

3. A complete, recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive
species located within the Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential
to be affected, including California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and
California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511). Species to be
addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA definition (CEQA
Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address seasonal variations in use of the
Project area and should not be limited to resident species. Focused species-specific
surveys, completed by a qualified biologist and conducted at the appropriate time of
year and time of day when the sensitive species are active or otherwise identifiable,
are required. Acceptable species-specific survey procedures should be developed in
consultation with CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where necessary.
Note that CDFW generally considers biological field assessments for wildlife to be
valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be considered valid
for a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed Project may warrant
periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the Project is
proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if surveys are
completed during periods of drought.

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)

The Project site has the potential to provide suitable foraging and/or nesting habitat
for burrowing owl. Take of individual burrowing owls and their nests is defined by
Fish and Game Code section 86, and prohibited by sections 3503, 3503.5 and 3513.
Take is defined in Fish and Game Code section 86 as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture
or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill.”

CDFW recommends that the County of San Bernardino follow the recommendations
and guidelines provided in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (Department
of Fish and Game, March 2012); available for download from CDFW’s website:
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/iconservation/survey-protocols. The Staff Report on
Burrowing Owl Mitigation, specifies three steps for project impact evaluations:

a. A habitat assessment;
b. Surveys; and
c. An impact assessment

As stated in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation, the three progressive
steps are effective in evaluating whether a project will result in impacts to burrowing
owls, and the information gained from the steps will inform any subsequent
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures. Habitat assessments are
conducted to evaluate the likelihood that a site supports burrowing owl. Burrowing
owl surveys provide information needed to determine the potential effects of
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proposed projects and activities on burrowing owls, and to avoid take in accordance
with Fish and Game Code sections 86, 3503, and 3503.5. Impact assessments
evaluate the extent to which burrowing owls and their habitat may be impacted,
directly or indirectly, on and within a reasonable distance of a proposed CEQA
project activity or non-CEQA project.

San Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus)

The proposed Project occurs within the range of the San Bernardino kangaroo rat
(SBKR); a CESA candidate species and federally-listed threatened species. SBKR
became a candidate species under CESA on August 21, 2019. As a candidate
species SBKR has full protection under CESA and any take of the species needs
authorization under CESA. CDFW recommends that focused trapping surveys, using
appropriate methodology, and completed during the appropriate time of day and
season, be completed within afl (i.e., 100 percent coverage) suitable or potentially
suitable habitat on the project site. Trapping should be conducted by biologists with
the appropriate authorizations to handle the species. CDFW also recommends
working with the USFWS and CDFW concurrently to ensure a consistent and
adequate approach to planning your work (USFWS, 2018).

The results of the surveys, including a complete inventory of all species trapped
and/or incidentally observed, should be included in the DEIR.

4. Athorough, recent, floristic-based assessment of special status plants and natural
communities, following CDFW's Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to
Special Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities (see
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants).

5. Information on the regional setting that is critical to an assessment of environmental
impacts, with special emphasis on resources that are rare or unique to the region
(CEQA Guidelines § 15125[c]).

6. A full accounting of all open space and mitigation/conservation lands within and
adjacent to the Project.

Analysis of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts to Biological Resources

The DEIR should provide a thorough discussion of the direct, indirect, and cumulative
impacts expected to adversely affect biological resources as a result of the Project. To
ensure that Project impacts to biological resources are fully analyzed, the following
information should be included in the DEIR:

1. A discussion of potential impacts from lighting, noise, human activity (e.g.,
recreation), defensible space, and wildlife-human interactions created by zoning of
development projects or other project activities adjacent to natural areas, exotic
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and/or invasive species, and drainage. The latter subject should address Project-
related changes on drainage patterns and water quality within, upstream, and
downstream of the Project site, including: volume, velocity, and frequency of existing
and post-Project surface flows; polluted runoff; soil erosion and/or sedimentation in
streams and water bodies; and post-Project fate of runoff from the Project site.

2. A discussion of potential indirect Project impacts on biological resources, including
resources in areas adjacent to the project footprint, such as nearby public lands (e.g.
National Forests, State Parks, etc.), open space, adjacent natural habitats, riparian
ecosystems, wildlife corridors, and any designated and/or proposed reserve or
mitigation lands (e.g., preserved lands associated with a Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other conserved lands).

Please note that the Project area supports significant biological resources and
contains habitat connections, providing for wildlife movement across the broader
landscape, sustaining both transitory and permanent wildlife populations. The Cajon
Creek Conservation Bank borders the project site along its western property lines.
CDFW encourages project design that avoids and preserves onsite features that
contribute to habitat connectivity. The DEIR should include a discussion of both direct
and indirect impacts to wildlife movement and connectivity, including maintenance of
wildlife corridor/movement areas to adjacent undisturbed habitats.

3. An evaluation of impacts to adjacent open space lands from both the construction of
the Project and any long-term operational and maintenance needs. The proposed
Project has the potential to impact mitigation bank lands managed by Vulcan
Materials Company. CDFW encourages the County to coordinate with Vulcan
Materials Company to determine if any portion of the project will impact adjacent
conserved lands, and to work collaboratively to avoid and minimize impacts.

4. A cumulative effects analysis developed as described under CEQA Guidelines
section 15130. Please include all potential direct and indirect Project related impacts
to riparian areas, wetlands, vernal pools, alluvial fan habitats, wildlife corridors or
wildlife movement areas, aquatic habitats, sensitive species and other sensitive
habitats, open lands, open space, and adjacent natural habitats in the cumulative
effects analysis. General and specific plans, as well as past, present, and anticipated
future projects, should be analyzed relative to their impacts on similar plant
communities and wildlife habitats.

Alternatives Analysis

CDFW recommends the DEIR describe and analyze a range of reasonable alternatives
to the Project that are potentially feasible, would “feasibly attain most of the basic
objectives of the Project,” and would avoid or substantially lessen any of the Project’s
significant effects (CEQA Guidelines § 15126.6[a]). The alternatives analysis should
also evaluate a “no project” alternative (CEQA Guidelines § 15126.6[e]).
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Mitigation Measures for Project Impacts to Biological Resources

The DEIR should identify mitigation measures and alternatives that are appropriate and
adequate to avoid or minimize potential impacts, to the extent feasible. The County of
San Bernardino should assess all direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts that are
expected to occur as a result of the implementation of the Project and its long-term
operation and maintenance. When proposing measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate
impacts, CDFW recommends consideration of the following:

1. Fully Protected Species: Fully protected species may not be taken or possessed at
any time. Project activities described in the DEIR should be designed to completely
avoid any fully protected species that have the potential to be present within or
adjacent to the Project area. CDFW also recommends that the DEIR fully analyze
potential adverse impacts to fully protected species due to habitat modification, loss
of foraging habitat, and/or interruption of migratory and breeding behaviors. CDFW
recommends that the Lead Agency include in the analysis how appropriate
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures will reduce indirect impacts to
fully protected species.

2. Sensitive Plant Communities: CDFW considers sensitive plant communities to be
imperiled habitats having both local and regional significance. Plant communities,
alliances, and associations with a statewide ranking of S-1, S-2, S-3, and S-4 should
be considered sensitive and declining at the local and regional level. These ranks
can be obtained by querying the CNDDB and are included in The Manual of
California Vegetation (Sawyer et al. 2009). The DEIR should include measures to
fully avoid and otherwise protect sensitive plant communities from project-related
direct and indirect impacts.

3. California Species of Special Concern (CSSC): CSSC status applies to animals
generally not listed under the federal Endangered Species Act or the CESA, but
which nonetheless are declining at a rate that could result in listing, or historically
occurred in low numbers and known threats to their persistence currently exist.
CSSCs should be considered during the environmental review process. CSSC that
have the potential or have been documented to occur within or adjacent to the
project area, including, but not limited to: singlewhorl burrobrush (Ambrosia
monogyra), red-diamond rattlesnake (Crotalus ruber), coast patch-nosed snake
(Salvadora hexalepis virgultea), San Bernardino ringneck snake (Diadophia
punctatus modestus), silvery legless lizard (Anniella pulchra pulchra), coastal
western whiptail (Cnemidophorus tigris multiscutatus), orangethroat whiptail
(Aspidoscelia hyperythra), southern California legless lizard (Anniella stebbinsi), salt
spring checkerbloom (Sidalcea neomexicana), California glossy snake (Arizona
elegans occidentalis), California rosy boa (Lichanura trivirgata rosafusca), coastal
whiptail (Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri), San Bernardino aster (Symphotrichum
defoliatum), Palmer’s mariposa-lily (Calochortus palmeri var. palmeri), Plummer's
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mariposa-lily (Calochortus plummerae), Robinson’s pepper-grass (Lepidium
virginicum var. robinsonii ), short-joint beavertail (Opuntia basilaris var. brachyclada),
California satintail (Imperata brevifolia), mesa horkelia (Horkelia cuneata ssp.
puberula), white-bracted spineflower (Chorizanthe xanti var. leucotheca), smooth
tarplant (Centromadia pungens ssp. laevis), northwestern San Diego pocket mouse
(Chaetodipus fallax fallax), Parry's spineflower (Chorizanthe parryi var. parryi),
western yellow bat (Lasiurus xanthinus), San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus
californicus bennettii), Parish's desert-thorn (Lycium parishii), Parish's bush-mallow
(Malacothamnus parishii), San Diego desert woodrat (Neotoma lepida intermedia),
pocketed free-tailed bat (Nyctinomops femorosaccus), spotted bat (Eurdema
maculatum), western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis californicus), pallid bat (Antrozous
pallidus), Los Angeles pocket mouse (Perognathus longimembris brevinasus), San
Diego desert woodrat (Neotoma lepida intermedia), southern grasshopper mouse
(Onychomys torridus romona), pallid San Diego pocket mouse (Chaetodipus fallax
pallidus), coast horned lizard (Phrynosoma blainvillii), coastal California gnatcatcher
(Polioptila californica californica), loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), cactus
wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), yellow
warbler (Dendroica petechial brewsteri), Bell's sage sparrow (Artemisiospiza belli),
ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), California horned lark (Eremophila alpestris), and
Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub. For significant nesting populations, such as the
California gnatcatcher, annual monitoring during the nesting season for the period of
construction and for a few years following the end of construction is recommended.

4. Mitigation: CDFW considers adverse project-related impacts to sensitive species
and habitats to be significant to both local and regional ecosystems, and the DEIR
should include mitigation measures for adverse project-related impacts to these
resources. Mitigation measures should emphasize avoidance and reduction of
project impacts. For unavoidable impacts, onsite reclamation, habitat restoration
and/or enhancement, and preservation should be evaluated and discussed in detail.
Where habitat preservation is not available onsite, offsite land acquisition,
management, and preservation should be evaluated and discussed in detail.

The DEIR should include measures to perpetually protect the targeted habitat values
within mitigation areas from direct and indirect adverse impacts in order to meet
mitigation objectives to offset project-induced qualitative and quantitative losses of
biological values. Specific issues that should be addressed include restrictions on
access, proposed land dedications, long-term monitoring and management
programs, control of illegal dumping, water pollution, increased human intrusion, etc.

If sensitive species and/or their habitat may be impacted from the Project, CDFW
recommends the inclusion of specific mitigation in the DEIR. CEQA Guidelines
section 15126.4, subdivision (a)(1)(8) states that formulation of feasible mitigation
measures should not be deferred until some future date. The Court of Appeal in San
Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center v. County of Merced (2007) 149 Cal.App.4th 645
struck down mitigation measures which required formulating management plans
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developed in consultation with State and Federal wildlife agencies after Project
approval. Courts have also repeatedly not supported conclusions that impacts are
mitigable when essential studies, and therefore impact assessments, are incomplete
(Sundstrom v. County of Mendocino (1988) 202 Cal. App. 3d. 296; Gentry v. City of
Murrieta (1995) 36 Cal. App. 4th 1359; Endangered Habitat League, Inc. v. County
of Orange (2005) 131 Cal. App. 4th 777).

CDFW recommends that the DEIR specify mitigation that is roughly proportional to
the level of impacts, in accordance with the provisions of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines,
§§ 15126.4(a)(4)(B), 15064, 15065, and 16355). The mitigation should provide long-
term conservation value for the suite of species and habitat being impacted by the
Project. Furthermore, in order for mitigation measures to be effective, they need to
be specific, enforceable, and feasible actions that will improve environmental
conditions.

5. Habitat Revegetation/Restoration Plans: Plans for restoration and revegetation
should be prepared by persons with expertise in southern California ecosystems and
native plant restoration techniques. Plans should identify the assumptions used to
develop the proposed restoration strategy. Each plan should include, at a minimum:
(a) the location of restoration sites and assessment of appropriate reference sites;
(b) the plant species to be used, sources of local propagules, container sizes, and
seeding rates; (c) a schematic depicting the mitigation area; (d) a local seed and
cuttings and planting schedule; (e) a description of the irrigation methodology; (f)
measures to control exotic vegetation on site; (g) specific success criteria; (h) a
detailed monitoring program; (i) contingency measures should the success criteria
not be met; and (j) identification of the party responsible for meeting the success
criteria and providing for conservation of the mitigation site in perpetuity. Monitoring
of restoration areas should extend across a sufficient time frame to ensure that the
new habitat is established, self-sustaining, and capable of surviving drought.

CDFW recommends that local onsite propagules from the Project area and nearby
vicinity be collected and used for restoration purposes. Onsite seed collection should
be initiated in the near future in order to accumulate sufficient propagule material for
subsequent use in future years. Onsite vegetation mapping at the alliance and/or
association level should be used to develop appropriate restoration goals and local
plant palettes. Reference areas should be identified to help guide restoration efforts.
Specific restoration plans should be developed for various project components as
appropriate.

Restoration objectives should include protecting special habitat elements or re-
creating them in areas affected by the Project; examples could include retention of
woody material, logs, snags, rocks, and brush piles.

6. Nesting Birds and Migratory Bird Treaty Act: Please note that it is the Project
proponent’s responsibility to comply with all applicable laws related to nesting birds
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and birds of prey. Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford
protective measures as follows: Fish and Game Code section 3503 makes it
unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except
as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant
thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or
destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) to take,
possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as otherwise provided
by Fish and Game Code or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto. Fish and Game
Code section 3513 makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird
except as provided by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16
U.S.C. § 703 et seq.).

CDFW recommends that the DEIR include the results of avian surveys, as well as
specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to nesting
birds do not occur. Project-specific avoidance and minimization measures may
include, but not be limited to: project phasing and timing, monitoring of project-
related noise (where applicable), sound walls, and buffers, where appropriate. The
DEIR should also include specific avoidance and minimization measures that will be
implemented should a nest be located within the project site. If pre-construction
surveys are proposed in the DEIR, the CDFW recommends that they be required no
more than three (3) days prior to vegetation clearing or ground disturbance activities,
as instances of nesting could be missed if surveys are conducted sooner.

7. Moving out of Harm’s Way: To avoid direct mortality, CDFW recommends that the
lead agency condition the DEIR to require that a CDFW-approved qualified biologist
be retained to be onsite prior to and during all ground- and habitat-disturbing
activities to move out of harm’s way special status species or other wildlife of low or
limited mobility that would otherwise be injured or killed from project-related
activities. Movement of wildlife out of harm’s way should be limited to only those
individuals that would otherwise by injured or killed, and individuals should be moved
only as far a necessary to ensure their safety (i.e., CDOFW does not recommend
relocation to other areas). Furthermore, it should be noted that the temporary
relocation of onsite wildlife does not constitute effective mitigation for the purposes
of offsetting project impacts associated with habitat loss.

8. Translocation of Species: CDFW generally does not support the use of relocation,
salvage, and/or transplantation as mitigation for impacts to rare, threatened, or
endangered species as studies have shown that these efforts are experimental in
nature and largely unsuccessful.

California Endangered Species Act

CDFW is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of fish and wildlife
resources including threatened, endangered, and/or candidate plant and animal
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species, pursuant to CESA. CDFW recommends that a CESA Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) be obtained if the Project has the potential to result in “take” (California Fish and
Game Code Section 86 defines “take” as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill") of State-listed CESA species, either
through construction or over the life of the project. CESA ITPs are issued to conserve,
protect, enhance, and restore State-listed CESA species and their habitats.

CDFW encourages early consultation, as significant modification to the proposed
Project and avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures may be necessary to
obtain a CESA ITP. The California Fish and Game Code requires that CDFW comply
with CEQA for issuance of a CESA ITP. CDFW therefore recommends that the DEIR
addresses all Project impacts to listed species and specifies a mitigation monitoring and
reporting program that will meet the requirements of CESA.

Based on review of CNDDB, and/or knowledge of the project site/vicinity/general area,
CDFW is aware that the following CESA-listed species have the potential to occur
onsite/have previously been reported onsite: Crotch bumble bee (Bombus crotchii), San
Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus), Santa Ana woolly star
(Eriastrum densifolium spp. sanctorum), slender-horned spineflower (Dodecahena
leptocers), Nevin’s barberry (Berberis nevinii), and least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii
pusitlus).

Lake and Streambed Alteration Program

Based on review of material submitted with the NOP and review of aerial photography
at least one drainage features traverse the site. Depending on how the Project is
designed and constructed, it is likely that the Project applicant will need to notify CDFW
per Fish and Game Code section 1602. Fish and Game Code section 1602 requires an
entity to notify CDFW prior to commencing any activity that may do one or more of the
following: Substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or lake;
Substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel or bank of any river,
stream, or lake; or Deposit debris, waste or other materials that could pass into any
river, stream or lake. Please note that "any river, stream or lake" includes those that are
episodic (i.e., those that are dry for periods of time) as well as those that are perennial
(i.e., those that flow year-round). This includes ephemeral streams, desert washes, and
watercourses with a subsurface flow. It may also apply to work undertaken within the
flood plain of a body of water.

Upon receipt of a complete notification, CDFW determines if the proposed Project
activities may substantially adversely affect existing fish and wildlife resources and
whether a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement is required. An LSA
Agreement includes measures necessary to protect existing fish and wildlife resources.
CDFW may suggest ways to modify your Project that would eliminate or reduce harmful
impacts to fish and wildlife resources.
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CDFW's issuance of an LSA Agreement is a “project” subject to CEQA (see Pub.
Resources Code 21085). To facilitate issuance of an LSA Agreement, if necessary, the
DEIR should fully identify the potential impacts to the lake, stream, or riparian
resources, and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, and monitoring and reporting
commitments. Early consultation with CDFW is recommended, since modification of the
proposed Project may be required to avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife
resources. To obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration notification package, please go to
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA/Forms.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB). Information can be submitted online or via completion of the
CNDDB field survey form at the following link:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be mailed
electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The
types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment
of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination
by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by
CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be
operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4;
Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.).

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the NOP of a DEIR for the Area Q
Quarry Project (SCH No. 2020010528) and recommends that the County of San
Bernardino address the CDFW’s comments and concerns in the forthcoming DEIR. If
you should have any questions pertaining to the comments provided in this letter,
please contact Cindy Castaneda, Environmental Scientist, at (909) 484-3979 or at
Cindy.Castaneda@wildlife.ca.gov.
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Sincerely,

Sostt (lvifor~
Scott Wilson
Environmental Program Manager

ec:  Kim Romich, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)
Inland Deserts Region
kimberly.romich@wildlife.ca.gov

HCPB CEQA Coordinator
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch

Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
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Mr. Steven Valdez

San Bernardino County

Land Use Services Department, Planning Division
385 North Arowhead Avenue, 15 Floor

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0187

Copy sent via email: Steven.Valdez@|us.sbcounty.gov

SUBJECT: Area Q Quarry Project Notice of Preparation (NOP) State Clearinghouse
(SCH) No. 2020010528

Dear Mr. Valdez:

Thank you for including the Department of Conservation's Division of Mine Reclamation
(Division) in the environmental review process for the Area Q Quarry Project NOP. The
NOP indicates that the County of San Bernardino (County), as lead agency under the
Cadlifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), will be coordinating the preparation of a
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for Vulcan Materials Company (Vulcan) Area
Q Quarry Project (Project or Area Q). The Project as described in the NOP includes the
following elements:

e General Plan Amendment from Single Residential to Community Industrial zoning.

e A proposed Mining Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Surface Mining and
Reclamation Plan Amendment for the following operations:

1. Relocation and expansion of existing operation (Cajon Creek Quarry Area
L). located within the City of San Bernardino (City), to Area Q, located
within the County

2. Open pit surface mining of approximately 40,000 tons of aggregate over
a 30-year period, to cease in 2053

3. Temporary stockpiling of excavated materials
4. Placement of ancillary mining equipment

5. Transporting excavated materials via Convey-or belt to an adjacent
processing facility/mine (Cajon Creek Quarry Area L)

6. Reclamation to open space

The Division has review responsibilities associated with lead agency implementation of
the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA; Public Resources Code
Section 2710 et seq.). SMARA provides a comprehensive surface mining and
reclamation policy to assure that adverse environmental impacts are minimized, and
mined lands are reclaimed. The Division's primary focus is on existing surface mining
operations and the return of those mined lands to a usable and safe condition while

State of California Natural Resources Agency | Department of Conservation
801 K Street, MS 09-06, Sacramento, CA 95814
conservation.ca.gov | T: (916) 323-9198 | F: (916) 322-4862
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giving consideration to environmental and recreational values; however, the Division
also addresses issues related to abandoned (pre-1976) legacy mines. The Division's
interest in this project relates to SMARA lead agency determination and any nexus that
would have with CEQA document preparation.

The Cajon Creek Quarry (Area L) operation is adjacent to the proposed Area Q Project.
Area L operates under a reclamation plan that the City of San Bernardino (City), as
SMARA lead agency, approved in 1993. Upon completion of mining activities in Area L,
the City would remain as the SMARA lead agency until reclamation is completed
pursuant o the approved reclamation plan. However, the NOP indicates that upon
completion of mining activities in Area L, relocation and expansion of the operation in
Area L (within City jurisdiction) would occur in Area Q (within County jurisdiction).

Pursuant to SMARA Section 2771:

“"Whenever a proposed or existing surface mining operation is within the
jurisdiction of two or more public agencies, is a permitted use within the
agencies, and is not separated by a natural or manmade barrier
coinciding with the boundary of the agencies, the evaluation of the
proposed or existing operation shall be made by the lead agency in
accordance with the procedures adopted by the lead agency pursuant
to Section 2774".

Although Division staff have not visited the Area Q site, analysis of recent aerial
photography and review of submitted reclamation plan maps demonstrate the lack of
a natural or manmade barrier separating Cajon Creek Quarry and the proposed
expansion. The Division is concerned that an existing operation permitted by two
jurisdictions and two reclamation plans is not consistent with SMARA.

Additionally, the Division requests to be included on the distribution list for this project
and sent any subsequent project documents (e.g., the Draft EIR, hearing notices for the
Draft and Final EIRs, and any supplemental environmental documents), as well as a
copy of the certified final Environmental Impact Report, to the address below, attention
Carol E. Atkins, Department of Conservation, Division of Mine Reclamation.

If you have any questions, please contact either of us at (216) 323-92198.

Sincerely,
r
/8 . 4 7 74
/ Z‘/“' oy 4
oA Lo -
Carol E. Atkins, Manager Paul Fry, Manager
Environmental Services Unit Engineering and Geology Unit

cc (copy sent by email):
State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.goy

Department of Conservation, Office of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs,
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Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation

Protection of Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs)

Most Important Things for Agencies to Know About AB52:

e An EIR, MND, or ND can not be certified until AB-52 tribal consultation has concluded.

o  Agreed mitigation measures with the tribe, MUST be recommended for inclusion in the
environmental document.

e Signature confirming acceptance of these mitigation measures recommended by our Tribal
Government is required within 14 days of receipt to conclude AB52 consultation.

Tribal Cultural Resources Mitigation Measures within Kizh Nation Tribal Territory:

Note: To avoid compliance issues with the following laws, all Native American Monitoring shall be conducted by
a documented lineal descendant from the ancestral Tribe of the project area (NAGPRA Law 10.14)

e The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act NAGPRA),
Public Law-101-601, 25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq., 104 Stat.3048.
e  CEQA Guidelines Section15064.5, PRC 5097.98 (d)(1).
o The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

If you are recerving these measures, The Gabricleio Band of Mission Indians Kizh -Nation are the direct
lineal descendants of your project area. The Kizh Nation ONLY responds and consults on projects within
their ANCESTRAL tribal territory. Therefore, to remain i compliance with above referenced laws and to
enable our Tribe with the ability to protect and preserve our last remaining and irreplaceable Tribal
Cultural Resources, it 1s recommended that the project applicant retain a qualified professional tribal
momnitor/consultant from the Gabrielerio Band of Mission Indians Kizh -Nation. The Kizh Nation possesses
1ribal archives including documented historical information as well as multiple members who possess
unique knowledge derived from oral tradition passed down through generations of the Tribe in order to
provide the expertise needed to identily whether a project 1s located within a culturally sensitive area given
1ts proximuty to village areas, commerce areas, recreation areas, ceremonial areas, and burial locations.

Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Guidelines for Native American Monitors/Consultants
(approved 9/13/05): By actingas aliaison between Native American, archaeologist, developers, contactors and
public agency, a Native American monitor/consultant can ensure that cultural features are treated
appropriately from the Native American point of view. This can help others involved in a project to
coordinate mitigation measures. These guidelines are intended to provide prospective monitors/consultants, and
people who hire monitors/consultants, with an understanding of the scope and extant of knowledge that should
be expected.

Mitigation Guidelines for Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs): CEQA now defines TCRs as an independent
element separate from archaeological resources. Environmental documents shall address a separate Tribal
Cultural Resources section that includes a thorough analysis of the impacts to only TCRs and includes separate
and independent mitigation measures created with tribal input under AB-52 consultations. Therefore, all
agreements, mitigation, and conditions of approval regarding T'CRs shall be handled solely with the Tribal
Government and conversely all agreements, mitigation, and conditions of approval regarding Archaeological
Resources shall be handled by an Archaeological resource company.



MITIGATION MEASURES

Retain a Native American Monitor/Consultant: The Project Applicant shall be required to retain and
compensate for the services of a Tribal monitor/consultant who 1s both approved by the Gabrieleno Band
of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation Tribal Government and 1s listed under the NAHC’s Tribal Contact list for
the area of the project location. This list is provided by the NAHC. The monitor/consultant will only be
present on-site during the construction phases that involve ground disturbing activities. Ground disturbing
activities are defined by the Gabrielerio Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation as activities that may include,
but are not limited to, pavement removal, pot-holing or auguring, grubbing, tree removals, boring, grading,
excavation, drilling, and trenching, within the project area. The Tribal Monitor/consultant will complete
daily monitoring logs that will provide descriptions of the day’s activities, including construction activities,
locations, soil, and any cultural materials identified. The on-site monitoring shall end when the project site
grading and excavation activities are completed, or when the Tribal Representatives and monitor/consultant
have indicated that the site has a low potential for impacting Tribal Cultural Resources.

Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural and Archaeological Resources: Upon discovery of any tribal
cultural or archaeological resources, cease construction activities in the immediate vicinity of the find until
the find can be assessed. All tribal cultural and archaeological resources unearthed by project construction
activities shall be evaluated by the qualified archaeologist and tribal monitor/consultant approved by the
Gabrielenio Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation. If the resources are Native American in origin, the
Gabrielerio Band of Mission Indians-Kizh Nation shall coordinate with the landowner regarding treatment
and curation of these resources. Typically, the Tribe will request preservation in place or recovery for
educational purposes. Work may continue on other parts of the project while evaluation and, if necessary,
additional protective mitigation takes place (CEQA Guidelines Section15064.5 [f]). If a resource 1s
determined by the qualified archaeologist to constitute a “historical resource” or “unique archaeological
resource”, time allotment and funding sufficient to allow for implementation of avoidance measures, or
appropriate mitigation, must be available. The treatment plan established for the resources shall be in
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(f) for historical resources.

Public Resources Code Sections 21083.2(b) for unique archaeological resources. Preservation in place
(1.e., avoidance) is the preferred manner of treatment. If preservation in place 1s not feasible, treatment may
include implementation of archaeological data recovery excavations to remove the resource along with
subsequent laboratory processing and analysis. All Tribal Cultural Resources shall be returned to the Tribe.
Any historic archaeological material that is not Native American in origin shall be curated at a public, non-
profit institution with a research mnterest in the materials, such as the Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County or the Fowler Museum, if such an institution agrees to accept the material. If no institution
accepts the archaeological material, they shall be offered to the Tribe or a local school or historical society
in the area for educational purposes.

Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:

Native American human remains are defined i PRC 5097.98 (d)(1) as an inhumation or cremation, and in
any state of decomposition or skeletal completeness. Funerary objects, called associated grave goods in PRC
5097.98, are also to be treated according to this statute. Health and Safety Code 7050.5 dictates that any
discoveries of human skeletal material shall be immediately reported to the County Coroner and excavation
halted until the coroner has determined the nature of the remains. If the coroner recognizes the human
remains to be those of a Native American or has reason to believe that they are those of a Native American,
he or she shall contact, by telephone within 24 hours, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC)

and PRC 5097.98 shall be followed.



Resource Assessment & Continuation of Work Protocol:

Upon discovery of human remains, the tribal and/or archaeological monitor/consultant/consultant will
immediately divert work at minimum of 150 feet and place an exclusion zone around the discovery
locationl. The monitor/consultant(s) will then notify the Tribe, the qualified lead archaeologist, and the
construction manager who will call the coroner. Work will continue to be diverted while the coroner
determines whether the remains are human and subsequently Native American. The discovery is to be kept
confidential and secure to prevent any further disturbance. If the finds are determined to be Native
American, the coroner will notify the NAHC as mandated by state law who will then appoint a Most Likely

Descendent (MLD).

Kizh-Gabrieleno Procedures for burials and funerary remains:

If the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation is designated MLD, the Koo-nas-gna Burial
Policy shall be implemented. To the Tribe, the term “human remains” encompasses more than human
bones. In ancient as well as historic times, Tribal Traditions included, but were not limited to, the
preparation of the soil for burial, the burial of funerary objects with the deceased, and the ceremonial
burning of human remains. The prepared soil and cremation soils are to be treated in the same manner as
bone fragments that remain intact. Associated funerary objects are objects that, as part of the death rite or
ceremony of a culture, are reasonably believed to have been placed with individual human remains either at
the time of death or later; other items made exclusively for burial purposes or to contain human remains
can also be considered as associated funerary objects.

Treatment Measures:

Prior to the continuation of ground disturbing activities, the land owner shall arrange a designated site
location within the footprint of the project for the respectful reburial of the human remains and/or
ceremonial objects. In the case where discovered human remains cannot be fully documented and
recovered on the same day, the remains will be covered with muslin cloth and a steel plate that can be
moved by heavy equipment placed over the excavation opening to protect the remains. If this type of steel
plate 1s not available, a 24-hour guard should be posted outside of working hours. The Tribe will make
every effort to recommend diverting the project and keeping the remains in situ and protected. If the
project cannot be diverted, it may be determined that burials will be removed. The Tribe will work closely
with the qualified archaeologist to ensure that the excavation 1s treated carefully, ethically and respectfully. If
data recovery 1s approved by the Tribe, documentation shall be taken which includes at a minimum
detailed descriptive notes and sketches. Additional types of documentation shall be approved by the Tribe
for data recovery purposes. Cremations will either be removed in bulk or by means as necessary to ensure
completely recovery of all material. If the discovery of human remains includes four or more burials, the
location 1s considered a cemetery and a separate treatment plan shall be created. Once complete, a final
report of all activities 1s to be submitted to the Tribe and the NAHC. The Tribe does NOT authorize any
scientific study or the utilization of any invasive and/or destructive diagnostics on human remains.

Each occurrence of human remains and associated funerary objects will be stored using opaque cloth bags.
All human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects and objects of cultural patrimony will be removed to a
secure container on site if possible. These items should be retained and reburied within six months of
recovery. The site of reburial/repatriation shall be on the project site but at a location agreed upon between
the Tribe and the landowner at a site to be protected in perpetuity. There shall be no publicity regarding
any cultural materials recovered.



Professional Standards: Archaeological and Native American monitoring and excavation during
construction projects will be consistent with current professional standards. All feasible care to avoid any
unnecessary disturbance, physical modification, or separation of human remains and associated funerary
objects shall be taken. Principal personnel must meet the Secretary of Interior standards for archaeology
and have a mmimum of 10 years of experience as a principal investigator working with Native American
archaeological sites in southern California. The Qualified Archaeologist shall ensure that all other
personnel are appropriately trained and qualified.

Acceptance of Tribal Government Recommended Mitigation Measures:

By Date:
Lead Agency Representative Signature

Revised: January 2020



Attachment A

Kizh Nation Ancestral | ribal Tcrritorg extended along the coast from Malibu Creekin| os Angclcs
Countg down to Aliso Creekin Orangc Countg and cncompasscd the (Channel |slands of (atalina
(Fimugna), San Nicolas (Haraasnga), and San C]cmcntc (Kiinkcnga). Our inland border was the San
Gabricl Mountains (Hidakupa) and cas’cwarc”g our ’cerri’corg extended to parts of San Bcrnarclino
(Waatsngna), Orangc, and Riverside counties.
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PROJ-2019-00073 - Vulcan Mine

Valdez, Steven <Steven.Valdez@lus.sbcounty.gov>
Fri 4/17/2020 2:07 PM

To: Jim Gore (GoreJ@VMCMAIL.com) <Gore)@VMCMAIL.com>; Adam Guernsey <aguernsey@hthjlaw.com>; Maya Rohr
<mrohr@sespeconsulting.com>
Cc: Graham Stephens <gstephens@sespeconsulting.com>

0 1 attachments (14 KB)
SMBMI_InadvertentDiscoveryLanguage_Apr2020.docx;

Mr.Gore,

Please see the attached Mitigation Measures from San Manuel. In moving forward with both mitigation
measures, we will need to put both tribes mitigation measures together. | will work on that next week and
present that to the tribes.

Please let me know if you are comfortable with these very standard mitigation measures.
Thanks,

Steven Valdez

Senior Planner

Land Use Services Department
Phone: 909-387-4421

Fax: 909-387-3223

385 N. Arrowhead Ave, First Floor
San Bernardino, CA, 92415-0187

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY

Our job is to create a county in which those who reside and invest can prosper and achieve well-being.
www.SBCounty.gov

County of San Bernardino Confidentiality Notice: This communication contains confidential information sent solely for the use of the intended recipient. If
you are not the intended recipient of this communication, you are not authorized to use it in any manner, except to imnmediately destroy it and notify the

sender.
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CUL MMs

1.

In the event that cultural resources are discovered during project activities, all work in the
immediate vicinity of the find (within a 60-foot buffer) shall cease and a qualified archaeologist
meeting Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. Work on the other
portions of the project outside of the buffered area may continue during this assessment
period. Additionally, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department
(SMBMI) shall be contacted, as detailed within TCR-1, regarding any pre-contact finds and be
provided information after the archaeologist makes his/her initial assessment of the nature of
the find, so as to provide Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment.

If significant pre-contact cultural resources, as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), are
discovered and avoidance cannot be ensured, the archaeologist shall develop a Monitoring and
Treatment Plan, the drafts of which shall be provided to SMBMI for review and comment, as
detailed within TCR-1. The archaeologist shall monitor the remainder of the project and
implement the Plan accordingly.

If human remains or funerary objects are encountered during any activities associated with the
project, work in the immediate vicinity (within a 100-foot buffer of the find) shall cease and the
County Coroner shall be contacted pursuant to State Health and Safety Code §7050.5 and that
code enforced for the duration of the project.

TCR MMs

1.

The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians Cultural Resources Department (SMBMI) shall be
contacted, as detailed in CR-1, of any pre-contact cultural resources discovered during project
implementation, and be provided information regarding the nature of the find, so as to provide
Tribal input with regards to significance and treatment. Should the find be deemed significant,
as defined by CEQA (as amended, 2015), a cultural resources Monitoring and Treatment Plan
shall be created by the archaeologist, in coordination with SMBMI, and all subsequent finds shall
be subject to this Plan. This Plan shall allow for a monitor to be present that represents SMBMI
for the remainder of the project, should SMBMI elect to place a monitor on-site.

Any and all archaeological/cultural documents created as a part of the project (isolate records,
site records, survey reports, testing reports, etc.) shall be supplied to the applicant and Lead
Agency for dissemination to SMBMI. The Lead Agency and/or applicant shall, in good faith,
consult with SMBMI throughout the life of the project.



	APPENDIX 1 - Notice of Preparation
	APPENDIX 2 - Scoping Meeting Materials
	APPENDIX 3 - List of Commenters and Written Comments



