
LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION  
FOR SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 

 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND 

INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the San Bernardino Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO or 
Commission) has prepared an Initial Study pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), which recommends that a Mitigated Negative Declaration be issued for the following 
proposal: 
 
Title: Reorganization to include either (1) Formation of Baldwin Lake Fire Protection District or 

(2) Annexation to the Big Bear City Community Services District and Detachment from the San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District and its Mountain Service Zone, LAFCO 3172 

 
Location: The location of LAFCO 3172 (proposed project) encompasses most of the unincorporated 

community of Baldwin Lake which occupies the eastern-most portion of the Bear Valley area 
of the San Bernardino Mountains.  The study area encompasses approximately 4,800 acres, 
which includes all of Sections 31 and 32 of Township 3N, Range 2E, San Bernardino Base 
and Meridian (SBBM); all of Sections 5, 6, 8, 9, and portions of Sections 7 and 16 of Township 
2N, Range 2E, SBBM; and a portion of Section 12 of Township 3N, Range 1W, SBBM.  The 
whole of the proposed reorganization area is within the Big Bear City Community Services 
District sphere of influence and within the boundaries of the San Bernardino County Fire 
Protection District and its Mountain Service Zone.   

 
Description: The reorganization request was for the formation of a new fire protection district for the 

Baldwin Lake community; while the LAFCO potential modification is to annex the territory to an 
existing local service provider.  

 
 In the application materials submitted to LAFCO, the applicant for the Original Proposal for 

LAFCO 3172 provides several reasons why the creation of a new fire protection district 
appears to be the only way to maintain the current level of service provided by the Baldwin 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department (BLVFD), which currently operates as a volunteer entity 
under the jurisdiction of the San Bernardino County Fire Protection District (County Fire).  The 
primary rationale is that, due to distance from the nearest County Fire station in the community 
of Fawnskin and slow response by the Big Bear City Community Services District (BBCCSD) 
under automatic aid, the only alternative is to form a fire protection district for the community of 
Baldwin Lake to preserve the current Voluntary Fire Department.  The second half of this 
rationale is that the BLVFD has been sustained by a single individual’s efforts.  Therefore, the 
application concludes that creation of a new fire protection district can provide the financial 
resources necessary to sustain the higher level of fire protection and emergency service 
currently provided to the community by the BLVFD.  

  
 At its February 19, 2014 hearing the Commission considered and approved the modification to 

the proposal to remove the formation of the fire protection district and, instead, to consider the 
annexation to the Big Bear City Community Services District (BBCCSD) for fire protection and 
emergency medical response only (Modified Proposal).  The Commission’s action included 
directing LAFCO staff that if the completion of the annexation to BBCCSD does not come to 
fruition that the Original Proposal be returned to the Commission for consideration.  Therefore, 
the initial study considers both alternatives. 

 
 After extensive consideration of LAFCO 3172 by LAFCO, a decision was made by the 

Commission to prepare an Initial Study and consider adoption of a Negative Declaration due 
to the potential for unique physical changes in the environment from approval of LAFCO 3172.   
 

Date Issued: April 28, 2014 
 
The proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study are available for public review at the LAFCO 
Office at 215 North “D” Street, Suite 204, San Bernardino, CA 92415-0490, on the Commission’s website at 
www.sbclafco.org, and at the Big Bear Lake Branch Library located at 41930 Garstin Drive, Big Bear Lake, 
CA  92315.   



The 30-day public review period for this document is from April 28, 2014 and ends May 28, 2014.  
Comments may be submitted within the public review period to Ms. Kathleen Rollings-McDonald, Executive 
Officer for San Bernardino LAFCO, at the address noted above, or by fax at (909) 383-9901. 
 
The hearing before the Commission to consider the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial 
Study and the project has not yet been scheduled.  If you have questions regarding the LAFCO process, 
please contact Ms. Rollings-McDonald at (909) 383-9900. 


