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SUBJECT: Agenda Item #9: Consideration of CEQA Statutory Exemption for Valley 
Region Service Reviews  

 
 

 RECOMMENDATION:
 

Staff recommends that the Commission certify that the Valley Region Service 
Reviews are statutorily exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act and instruct the Executive Officer to file a Notice of Exemption within five 
(5) days of this action. 

 
 BACKGROUND:

 
The first round of service reviews were conducted on a community-by-community basis and 
each affected agency received a sphere of influence update.  The second round of service 
reviews, commencing with the Valley Region, are being conducted on a by-service basis 
which will include, but not be limited to, the following services:  
 

Water (Retail, Wholesale and Recycle) 
Wastewater (Treatment, Collection, and Reclamation) 
Law Enforcement 
Fire Protection/ Emergency Medical Response/Ambulance 
Park and Recreation 
Streetlights  
Solid Waste  
Other Miscellaneous Urban Services   
 

Sphere updates may be an outgrowth of the service reviews on an “as necessary” basis, 
based upon the information derived from the service reviews as authorized by Government 
Code Section 56425(g).  Any such sphere update will require a separate environmental 
assessment as an individual project.     
 
In consultation with the commission’s environmental consultant, Tom Dodson of Tom 
Dodson and Associates, it has been recommended that since a sphere update is not a 
function of the service review a separate environmental analysis for each service review is 
not required.  The standard process is for the Commission to receive and file the Service 
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Review with a resolution for the consolidated process adopted; for the second cycle a 
means for completion and acceptance of the final report will need to be developed.  Based 
upon Mr. Dodson’s recommendation, the Valley Region Service Reviews do not constitute a 
project under CEQA and adoption of the General Rule Statutory Exemption and filing of a 
Notice of Exemption is recommended by the Commission to comply with CEQA for this 
action.  Sphere of influence updates as an outgrowth of the service process will not fall 
under this general rule exemption and will require a separate environmental analysis. 
 
Staff is recommending that the Commission determine and certify that the Valley Region 
service reviews are statutorily exempt from CEQA.   
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Attachment: Environmental Analysis from Tom Dodson and Associates 






