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County on Tuesday will be first to use voter-verified paper trail
The County of San Bernardino will blaze a new trail in electronic voting on
Tuesday by becoming the first county in California to offer voters who use touchscreen machines a verifiable paper audit trail.
Sequoia Voting Systems this week announced that its voter-verified paper audit
trail (VVPAT) upgrade, which was successfully used in last month’s Nevada primary
election, has been approved by the California Secretary of State for use in a small pilot
project in San Bernardino County during the November 2, 2004 presidential election.
Three of the machines with this added feature will be used at the Arroyo Verde
Elementary School polling place in Highland. Representatives of the Secretary of
State’s office, the San Bernardino County Registrar of Voters, and Sequoia will monitor
their performance and produce reports that the Secretary of State will use to
determine whether to grant statewide certification to the new system.
“The County of San Bernardino wanted to provide a voter-verified paper trail
when we first contemplated switching to touch-screen voting in December 2001, but
the state at the time would not consider such a system,” said San Bernardino County
Board of Supervisors Chairman Dennis Hansberger. “Now that the state has changed
its mind and now plans to eventually require this for all electronic voting systems, our
county is very pleased that they will be used here first.”
Voter advocacy groups who were initially opposed to allowing electronic voting
machines to produce a paper trail that voters could see are now demanding these
systems as being key to maintaining voter trust in electronic voting.
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Electronic voting machines in San Bernardino County, unlike those in some other
counties, have always produced a paper printout of votes cast. However, the paper
trail cannot be reviewed or even seen by the voter. The VVPAT that will be used in
Highland on Tuesday will produce a paper printout of each voter’s choices that the
voter can view under glass. The vote will not be finalized until the voter confirms that
the printout matches the choices made on the electronic screen. This paper trail will
be used to validate the results of the touch-screen system.
The three VeriVote machines will be used alongside a number of the county’s
AVC Edge voting machines at the Arroyo Verde Elementary School polling place. The
county will use about 3,800 touch-screen machines at 410 polling places on Election
Day.
Attached are news articles chronicling the success in Nevada of the system that
will be used in San Bernardino County next week. A demonstration of the system can
be viewed at http://www.sequoiavote.com/demo.php?lang=vv.
The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day. Voters can cast
ballots early at the Registrar of Voters office at 777 E. Rialto Ave., San Bernardino, on
Saturday and Monday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Information on the election, including polling place locations and ballot
, or by
information, can be found on the Registrar of Voters website at www.sbcrov.com
calling the Registrar at (909) 387-8300, toll-free at 1-800-881-VOTE, or via TDD at (909) 3872788.
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