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STATEMENT BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS UPON 
THE RELEASE OF “THE INVESTIGATION OF COUNTY 
ASSESSOR BILL POSTMUS – REPORT OF FINDINGS” 

 
Based on its review of the Hueston report on the investigation of former Assessor Bill 

Postmus and on the advice of Special Counsel John C. Hueston and County Counsel, the Board 
of Supervisors today authorized the filing of a lawsuit against six former employees of the 
Assessor’s Office, including Postmus. 

 
The county will seek damages against Postmus, former assistant assessors Adam 

Aleman and Jim Erwin, former Assessor employees Greg Eyler and Rex Gutierrez, and former 
Assessor contractor Mike Richman in connection with findings that they were paid for time 
they did not work and used county resources to conduct political work. 

 
The report concludes that Postmus sought the position of Assessor with the intention of 

operating a political operation from within the office, and did so at taxpayer expense. 
 
“As a taxpayer and as a public official, I find the activities detailed in the report deeply 

disturbing,” said Board of Supervisors Chairman Gary C. Ovitt. “There is certainly enough 
information in this report to compel the Board of Supervisors to pursue legal action against 
these individuals and seek damages for the taxpayers.” 

 
Attached to this statement is the complete and unredacted report resulting from the 

County’s investigation into activities in the County Assessor’s Office under the leadership of 
now-former Assessor Bill Postmus. 

 
This report is the only written information the Board has received and has seen from 

Mr. Hueston. 
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On January 29, 2009, the Board of Supervisors retained the services of Mr. Hueston to 

serve as Special Counsel to the Board of Supervisors to assist the board in determining 
whether grounds existed for the removal from office of Postmus.  

 
Postmus announced his resignation on February 6 and vacated his office on February 

13. Information gathered during the investigation prompted the Board of Supervisors to direct 
Mr. Hueston to continue looking into matters at the Assessor’s Office. The purpose of the 
Hueston investigation was to give the Board of Supervisors enough information to determine 
whether it should initiate litigation against Postmus and others. For this purpose, the report is 
thorough and complete. 

 
Unlike a criminal investigation, which when completed serves as a full and thorough 

statement of facts backed by evidence and intended to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, 
civil investigations such as the type conducted by Mr. Hueston, are intended to provide the 
basic information necessary to support the initiation of litigation. The balance of information is 
gathered during the extensive discovery phase of the litigation. 

 
The Hueston report is based solely on witness statements. The Board of Supervisors 

extends thanks on the county’s behalf to the county employees who gave their time to 
cooperate with the investigation. 

 
It is important to note that the normal, day-to-day activities and duties of the Assessor’s 

Office were never affected by the activities detailed in the Hueston report. Likewise, the 
litigation planned by the county will not affect the normal, day-to-day activities and duties of 
the Assessor’s Office. 

 
The Board of Supervisors also wants to thank and commend the faithful employees of 

the Assessor’s Office who suffered as the reputation of their department was called into 
question, but who never allowed the Office’s public service mission to be compromised. The 
Board of Supervisors has full confidence in the highly professional staff of the Assessor’s 
Office. 

 
Because anything that is said by board members could become evidence in the 

litigation, board members are very limited in the public comments they can make related to 
this report or the impending litigation. It would be a disservice to the public for the board to 
jeopardize the county’s ability to recover damages by making comments that could 
compromise the county’s case in court. 
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