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Office of Emergency Services

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Chairman of the Board of Supervisors Paul Biane proclaimed a local emergency today due to the
wind-driven conditions that pose a hazard to the safety of persons and property throughout San
Bernardino County.
“When the Santa Ana winds are blowing in San Bernardino County, we can't wait for a major wildfire
to declare a local state of emergency," Board of Supervisors Chairman Paul Biane said. "We have to
make the proclamation now so we're prepared to respond with full force to any fires that do break
out."
In recent days, hazardous fire conditions including strong gusty winds and low humidity have resulted
in multiple fires in the City of San Bernardino, causing millions of dollars in damage to public and
private property and requiring the deployment of firefighting and public safety resources. In addition,
local firefighting resources have been taxed due to San Bernardino County’s assistance in battling the
blazes in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties.
The County of San Bernardino has historically experienced multiple wildfires caused by such extreme
fire and wind conditions propelled by Santa Ana winds, such as the Grass Valley and Slide Fires in
2007 and the Old and Grand Prix Fires in 2003.
Jurisdictions proclaim a local emergency when circumstances of a disaster are, or are likely to be,
beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment and facilities of any single county, city and
require the combined forces of a mutual aid region or regions to combat.
A copy of this proclamation will be forwarded to the Governor of the State of California with the
request that he proclaim that a State of Emergency exists. A Gubernatorial proclamation of a State of
Emergency in San Bernardino County will make available the wide range of statewide resources to
San Bernardino County and its cities and towns. The County will also be better able to recoup a
portion of any fire suppression costs and other costs related to the disaster proclamation.
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