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A. PROPOSED ACTIONS

The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, as Lead Agency, proposes to update the General Plan
for the County, which presently comprises 20,106 square miles. The current population (1/1/05) is
approximately 1,946,202 people, of which 1,642,730 persons reside in 24 incorporated cities and 303,472
persons reside in unincorporated territory.

The previous General Plan, originally adopted in 1989 and subsequently amended, projected a population
of 2.2 million within the time horizon of the year 2010. The present General Plan Update projects a
population of 2.56 million within a time horizon of the year 2030.

Proposed actions are as follows:

1. Adopt a New General Plan

The General Plan provides a projection of growth in the County through the year 2030. Text,
tables and maps in the draft Plan and its elements identify goals and policies that will guide the
future development of residential, commercial, industrial, public facilities, transportation facilities
and other land uses that are desired by the public and county decision-makers. The goals and
policies are intended to provide a basis for achieving the objectives of the update program while
reducing potential impacts on the environment that may result from development during the 25-
year planning horizon incorporated into the update of the General Plan. Goals and Policies are
provided on a countywide and regional (Valley, Mountains, Desert) basis.

2. Adopt New Community Plans

Community Plans focus on a particular region or community within the overall County’s General
Plan. As an integral part of the overall General Plan, Community Plans must be consistent with
the General Plan. To facilitate consistency, the Community Plans build upon the goals and
policies of each element of the General Plan. In addition, policies that are included within the
Community Plans are regarded as refinements of the broader General Plan goals and policies that
have been customized to meet the specific needs or unique circumstances raised by the individual
communities. Eleven Community Plans that existed prior to the 1989 General Plan have been
incorporated into the County General Plan program. The Community Plans have been updated
and revised in a policy-oriented format consistent with the format of the Countywide and
Regional Goals and Policies. Two new Community Plans, Lucerne Valley and Muscoy, have
been prepared where none existed previously. The Oak Hills Community Plan, because of its
relatively recent adoption in 2003, has merely been converted to the current format consistent
with the other 13 community plans.

The following is a listing of each of the 14 Community Plans that are included in the update

program:
e Bear Valley e Lucerne Valley
e Bloomington e Lytle Creek
e C(Crest Forest e Morongo Valley
e Hilltop e  Muscoy
e Homestead Valley e QOak Glen
e Joshua Tree e Phelan/Pinon Hills
e [Lake Arrowhead e QOak Hills
County of San Bernardino I-1 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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3. Adopt a New Development Code

The Development Code implements the policies of the San Bernardino County General Plan by
classifying and regulating the uses of land and structures within the County. The purpose of the
Development Code is to promote and protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of
County residents. The proposed San Bernardino Development Code (Title 8 of the County Code)
would replace the existing County Development Code in its entirety.

4. Various Administrative Actions to Implement Items 1-3

B. AREAS OF CONTROVERSY KNOWN TO THE LEAD AGENCY

As required by Section 15123(a)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines, following are the issues identified through
the public participation process for the General Plan Update. These issues are explained in more detail in
Section II- G of this Final Environmental Impact Report.

1. Incompatible Uses/Development Standards/Code Enforcement
2. Economic Development

3. Preservation of Rural Character

4. Public Transportation

5. Infrastructure and Community Facilities

6. Public Safety

C. SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTSISSUESTO BE RESOLVED

Tables I-1 through I-3 summarizes the potential environmental effects of the project. Table I-1 summaries
those potential effects which can be mitigated, while Table I-2 presents which cannot be mitigated to a
level below significance despite the imposition of mitigation measures. Table -3 summarizes impact
found not to be significant.

D. CONTENTSOF THE FINAL EIR

This Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) consists of the Draft EIR and changes to the draft to
respond to comments received from the public, County decision-makers and responsible agencies.
Appendix L to this Final EIR provides a complete list of those comments on the Draft EIR and provides,
as necessary, responses to each comment. Some of the comments on the Draft EIR also require changes
in the text of the Draft EIR. Changes made to the text of the Draft EIR to reflect the comments and
responses are identified by a bar in the margin adjacent to the text that has been changed.

County of San Bernardino I-2 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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Executive Summary

Tablel-1. Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Table I-1 summarizes potential environmental impacts and mitigation measures

I mpacts

Mitigation M easures

AESTHETICS

Impact AES-1
Potential damage to scenic resources within a federal, state, county or
local scenic highway or by-way.

Impact AES-2

Impact to scenic resources recognized by federal, state and local
jurisdictions, including open space and recreational areas throughout the
County that offer scenic vistas and views.

Impact AES-3
Create additional amounts of light at night that will impact dark sky areas
in the County.

Mitigation AES-1

Within the Development Code, one overlay district was established
relating specifically to preserving aesthetic or scenic areas within the
County. These areas are designated under the “SR” or Scenic Resources
Overlay District (Chapter 82.22). The intent of the Scenic Resources
Overlay District is to provide development standards that will protect,
preserve and enhance the aesthetic resources of the County. Design
considerations can be incorporated in many instances to allow
development to coexist and not substantially interfere with the
preservation of unique natural resources, roadside views and scenic
corridors. It is also the intent of the Scenic Resources Overlay District to
implement state and federal programs and regulations regarding scenic
highway routes.

Mitigation AES-2

Direct future growth to areas where infrastructure facilities and public
services exist or can easily be provided or acquired and where other
desired attributes of the land, such as open space, watershed areas and
scenic resources, will not be adversely impacted.

Mitigation AES-3
The County shall maintain and enhance the visual character of scenic
routes in the County.

Mitigation AES-4

To improve access to scenic vistas, the County seeks to establish off-street
pull-outs at designated view points where appropriate along scenic
highways.

Mitigation AES-5
The County desires to retain the scenic character of visually important

County of San Bernardino
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roadways throughout the County. A “scenic route” is a roadway that has
scenic vistas and other scenic and aesthetic qualities that over time have
been found to have beauty to the County.

Therefore, the County designates the following routes as scenic highways,
and applies all applicable policies to development on these routes:
SR-71 — All of the route in unincorporated County area;

Mt. Baldy Road from Los Angeles County line northeast to Mt. Baldy, in
the Mountain Region;

SR-83 (Euclid Avenue/Mountain Avenue) --- 24th Street northwest to San
Antonio Dam;

Oak Glen Road in the Mountain Region;

Sand Canyon Road;

SR-2 from SR-138 southwest to the Los Angeles County line;
Lone Pine Canyon Road;

SR-330 from the San Bernardino National Forest Boundary northeast to
SR-18;

Green Valley Lake Road/101 Mile Drive;

Crest Forest Drive from SR-18 west to Sawpit Canyon Road,;
Playground Drive;

Devil’s Canyon Road;

Sawpit Canyon Road/Sawpit Creek Road;

Lake Gregory Drive;

San Moritz Drive;

Dart Canyon Road;

North Road from Lake Gregory Drive northeast to SR-189;

County of San Bernardino 1-4 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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Lake Drive from Knapps Cutoff northeast to Dart Canyon Road;
Grass Valley Road;
Kuffel Canyon Road;

Park Blvd./Quail Springs Road from SR-62 southeast to Joshua Tree
National Park;

Amboy Road from Bullion Mt. Road northeast to Amboy;

SR-127 from I-15 at Baker northwest to Inyo County line;

*Kelbaker Road from I-15 southeast to 1-40;

*Kelso-Cima Road from Kelso northeast to Cima;

*Cima Road from I-15 southeast to Cima;

*Essex Road from Essex northwest to Mitchell Caverns;

*Cedar Canyon Road from Kelso Cima Road southeast to Lanfair Road;
*Black Canyon Road;

*Parker Dam Road from Parker Dam southwest to the Colorado River
Indian Reservation;

I-15 from the intersection with I-215 northeast to the Nevada state line,
excepting those areas within the Barstow Planning Area and the
community of Baker where there is commercial/industrial development,
those portions within the Yermo area from Ghost Town Road to the East

*
Designated by the BLM as a part of their Back Country Byway Program, a component of the National Scenic Byway System
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Yermo Road overcrossing on the south side only and from First Street to
the East Yermo Road overcrossing on the north side, and all incorporated
areas;

SR-38 within the Redlands and Yucaipa SOIls; from the Yucaipa SOI
northeast to Big Bear Dam;

SR-138 from Crestline cutoff at SR-18 northwest to Los Angeles County
line;

SR-173 from SR-18 northwest to Hesperia; from Hesperia west within the
Hesperia SOI;

Coxey Truck Trail from Bowen Ranch Road southeast to Rim of the
World Drive, with some of this truck trail located on privately owned
land;

Rim of the World Drive from Green Valley Lake Road to SR-38;

SR-18 from San Bernardino northeast to the City of Big Bear Lake; from
Big Bear Lake northwest to Apple Valley; within the Victorville SOI;
from Victorville and Adelanto to the Los Angeles County line;

Baldwin Lake Road from SR-18 southeast to Pioneer Town Road;
continuing east on Pioneer Town Road to Burns Canyon Road; continuing
southeast on Burns Canyon Road to Rimrock Road; continuing southeast
on Rimrock Road to Pipes Canyon Road;

National Trails Highway from Oro Grande northeast to Lenwood;

1-40 from Newberry Springs northeast to Needles, excepting the Highway
Commercial designation at the Hector Road Interchange and the Crucero
Road Interchange;

Burns Canyon
Piper Canyon
Lanfair/Ivanpah Road;

Pioneer Town Road from Pipes Canyon Road to the Town of Yucca

County of San Bernardino 1-6 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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Valley; and

SR-247 (Old Woman Springs Road/Barstow Road) from the Town of
Yucca Valley north to Barstow.

Mitigation AES-6
The County shall provide plentiful open spaces, local parks, and a wide
variety of recreational amenities for all residents.

Mitigation AES-7

Areas in new developments which are not suitable for habitable structures
shall be offered for recreation, other open space uses, trails, and scenic
uses. Retention of open space lands shall be considered with modifications
to a site to increase its build-able area. Potential measures used to set aside
open space lands of all types include dedication to the County or an open
space agency, dedication or purchase of conservation easements, and
transfer of development rights.

Mitigation AES-8
Locate trail routes to highlight the County's recreational and educational
experiences, including natural, scenic, cultural and historic features.

Mitigation AES-9

The County shall preserve and protect cultural resources throughout the
County, including parks, areas of regional significance, and scenic,
cultural and historic sites that contribute to a distinctive visual experience
for visitors and quality of life for County residents.

Mitigation AES-10

The County shall protect the scenic and open space qualities of cinder
cones and lava flows. Permit extractive uses of cinder resources only
when the scenic values can be adequately maintained.

Mitigation AES-11
Features meeting the following criteria shall be considered for designation

County of San Bernardino 1-7 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
2007 General Plan Program



CHAPTER | Executive Summary

Impacts Mitigation M easur es

as scenic resources:

A roadway, vista point, or area that provides a vista of undisturbed natural
areas;

Includes a unique or unusual feature that comprises an important or
dominant portion of the viewshed (the area within the field of view of the
observer); and

Offers a distant vista that provides relief from less attractive views of
nearby features (such as views of mountain backdrops from urban areas).

Mitigation AES-12

The County shall define the Scenic Corridor on either side of the
designated route, measured from the outside edge of the right-of-way, trail
or path. Development along scenic corridors shall be required to
demonstrate through visual analysis that proposed improvements are
compatible with the scenic qualities present.

Mitigation AES-13

The County shall require that hillside development be compatible with
natural features and the ability to develop the site in a manner which
preserves the integrity and character of the hillside environment, including
but not limited to, consideration of terrain, landform, access needs, fire
and erosion hazards, watershed and flood factors, tree preservation, and
scenic amenities and quality.

Mitigation AES-14

The preservation of some natural resources requires the establishment of a
buffer area between the resource and developed areas. The County shall
continue the review undertaken as part of this General Plan Update of the
Land Use Zoning Designations for unincorporated areas within one mile
of any state or federally designated scenic area, national forest, national
monument, or similar area, to ensure that sufficiently low development
densities and building controls are applied to protect the visual and natural
qualities of these areas.

Mitigation AES-15

County of San Bernardino I-8 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
2007 General Plan Program



CHAPTER | Executive Summary

Impacts Mitigation M easur es

The County shall design flood control and drainage measures as part of an
overall community improvement program that advances the goals of
recreation, resource conservation, preservation of natural riparian
vegetation and habitat and the preservation of the scenic values of the
County’s streams and creeks.

Mitigation AES-16

The County shall utilize the Hazard and Resources Overlay Maps to
identify areas suitable or required for retention as open space. Resources
and issues identified on the Overlays which indicate open space as an
appropriate use may include: flood, fire, geologic, aviation, noise, cultural,
prime soils, biological, scenic resources, minerals, agricultural preserves,
utility corridors, water supply and water recharge.

Mitigation AES-17
Additional Development Code sections that help to preserve County

aesthetics.
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
Impact AG-1 Mitigation AG-1
Decline of agricultural uses within the County due to urban expansion and | The County shall protect prime agricultural lands from the adverse effects
economic considerations. of urban encroachment, particularly increased erosion and sedimentation,

trespass, and non-agricultural land development.

Impact AG-2

Land uses allowed by the update to the General Plan will further M.itigation AG'Z ) ] .
accelerate the conversion of the Chino Dairy Preserve to urban uses. Highly alkaline soils present special problems for all plant species and
should generally be avoided. Desert playas and lakebeds are not suitable

for agricultural uses that involve growing of crops and irrigation.

Mitigation AG-3

The County shall allow the development of areas of prime agriculture
lands, as designated in this Plan’s Land Use Policy Map supporting
commercially viable and valuable agriculture to urban intensity only after
the supply of non-productive areas have been exhausted.

County of San Bernardino I-9 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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Mitigation AG-4

Preservation of prime and statewide important soils types, as well as areas
exhibiting viable agricultural operations, as shown on the Resource
Overlay Maps, will be considered as an integral portion of the
Conservation Element when reviewing development proposals.

Mitigation AG-5

The County shall utilize the provisions of the Williamson Act to further
the preservation of commercially viable agricultural open space and
designate preserves on the Resource Overlay Maps.

Mitigation AG-6
The County shall support property and estate tax relief measures that
assess long-term agriculture at farm-use value.

Mitigation AG-7

The County shall encourage agricultural use of commercially productive
agricultural lands; and discourage city SOI extensions into areas
containing commercially productive agricultural lands.

AIR QUALITY

Impact AQ-1

New residential, commercial and industrial development will occur as a
result of the update of the 2007 General Plan resulting in the creation of
more air pollutants that will impact the existing poor air quality in the
county.

Impact AQ-2

The growth allowed by the update of the General Plan will either create
emissions of NOx, hydrocarbons, pesticides and PM10 or new residents
will be exposed to these pollutants. This would be particularly significant
to sensitive populations in the county (e.g., those with respiratory illnesses
and the older population).

Impact AQ-3

Mitigation AQ-1

Because development during construction would be subjected to wind
hazards (due to increased dust, the removal of wind breaks, and other
factors), the County shall require either as mitigation measures in the
appropriate environmental analysis required by the County for the
development proposal or as conditions of approval if no environmental
document is required, that developments in areas identified as susceptible
to wind hazards to address site-specific analysis of:

Grading restrictions and/or controls on the basis of soil types, topography
or season;

Landscaping methods, plant wvarieties, and scheduling to maximize
successful revegetation; and

County of San Bernardino
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Growth facilitated by the update to the County’s General Plan will result | Dust-control measures during grading, heavy truck travel, and other dust
in the need to develop new roads within the county to allow for the | generating activities.

movement of goods within the county that will result in exposing the
county’s population to diesel fumes that are known to be harmful to | Mitigation AQ-2

people. The County shall establish incentives and/or regulations to eliminate work
trips including such actions as:

Implementing staggered, flexible and compressed work schedules in
public agencies; and

Requiring work schedule flexibility programs for employers with more
than 25 employees at a single location. Apply to existing businesses at
license renewal time; to new businesses at project approval or permit
stage.

Mitigation AQ-3

The County shall locate and design new development in a manner that will
minimize direct and indirect emissions of air contaminants through such
means as:

Promoting mixed-use development to reduce the length and frequency of
vehicle trips;

Providing for increased intensity of development along existing and
proposed transit corridors; and

Providing for the location of ancillary employee services (including but
not limited to child care, restaurants, banking facilities, convenience
markets) at major employment centers for the purpose of reducing midday
vehicle trips.

Mitigation AQ-4
The County shall provide incentives such as preferential parking for
alternative-fuel vehicles (e.g., CNG or hydrogen).

Mitigation AQ-5

County of San Bernardino I-11 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
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The County shall replace existing vehicles in the County fleet with the
cleanest vehicles commercially available that are cost-effective and meet
the vehicle use needs.

Mitigation AQ-6

The County shall manage the County’s transportation fleet fueling
standards to improve the number of alternative fuel vehicles in the County
fleet.

Mitigation AQ-7
The County shall establish programs for priority or free parking on County
streets or in County parking lots for alternative fuel vehicles.

Mitigation AQ-8
The County shall require the use of building materials and coatings that
minimize air pollution consistent with the requirements of the AQMD.

Mitigation AQ-9

The County shall provide incentives to promote siting or use of clean air
technologies (e.g., fuel cell technologies, renewable energy sources, UV
coatings, and hydrogen fuel).

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Impact BIO-1

Development allowed by the General Plan Update will adversely affect
candidate, sensitive, or special-status plant and animal species in the
Valley and Mountain Regions of the County.

Impact BIO-2

Development allowed by the General Plan Update will adversely impact
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities as identified by
state and federal agencies in the Valley, Mountain and Desert Regions of
the County.

Mitigation BIO -1

The County shall coordinate with local interest groups, state, and federal
agencies, prior to the approval of land use conversion to ensure adequate
protections are in place to preserve habitat for resident and migratory
species that may depend on aquatic, riparian, and/or unique upland habitat
within the County. This measure will be implemented by creating an
updated Biological Resource Overlay as discussed in Mitigation Measures
BIO-3 and BIO-13 below. The Overlay will be designed to identify the
known distribution of rare, threatened and endangered species and the
habitats they rely upon.

Mitigation BIO -2

County of San Bernardino
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Impact BIO-3

Development allowed by the General Plan update will adversely impact
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and
impact native habitat downstream of the limits of a project in the Valley
Region. General Plan implementation within the Mountain and Desert
Regions will not directly impact federally protected wetlands, but indirect
effect to downstream wetland and other natural habitat may occur from
loss of sediment, natural sediment deposition, and flood control
management but these are not issue within the scope of the General Plan.

Impact BIO-4

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Valley Region may
affect movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or established wildlife corridors or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites.

Impact BIO-5

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Valley Region may
affect or conflict with local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources such as tree preservation policies or ordinances.

Impact BIO-6

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Valley Region may
conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan or other approved local, regional
or state habitat conservation plan.

Impact BIO-7

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Mountain Region
may impact candidate, sensitive or special status plant and animal species
that may occur within this region of the County.

Impact BIO-8
Development allowed by the General Plan update will adversely impact
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities identified by state

The County shall coordinate with state and federal agencies for the
identification of buffering techniques and the creation of mitigation banks
for sensitive species within the Valley, Mountain, and Desert Regions The
County shall work with local governments to conserve critical habitat and
minimize recreational use in sensitive areas supporting local, state, or
federally protected species. As feasible, the County shall work with
ACOE, USFWS, and CDFG to establish mitigation banks or conservation
easements for unincorporated areas supporting local, state, or federally
protected species as a better long-term solution to habitat fragmentation
and piece-meal mitigation.

Mitigation BIO -3

The County shall fund the San Bernardino County Museum (Museum) to
review and update the Biological Resources Overlay and Open Space
Overlay to provide accurate and current spatial data based on rare,
threatened, endangered species and the habitats that they rely on. The
museum will provide report guidelines and format requirements to include
in the Biological Resource Overlay to streamline and standardize the
reporting process for use in CEQA, CESA and ESA compliance. A
component of the Overlay will maintain a database of completed
Biological Opinions that will contribute to assessments of cumulative
impacts from previously approved projects. Development of an update
database that integrates CNDDB data with other occurrence data from the
Museum and other sources such as the USFWS, CDFG, USFS, BLM,
National Park Service, California Native Plant Society, South Coast
Wildlands Corridor Project and other sources.

Mitigation BIO -4

The County shall participate with Regional plans to improve water quality
and habitat that are downstream but may be beyond County limits. The
County shall coordinate with Regional plans to minimize degradation of
water quality within the County that affects downstream resources and
habitats.

Mitigation BIO -5
The County shall not permit land conversion until adequate mitigation is
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and federal agencies for projects developed within the Mountain Region
that are mostly located on privately owned lands.

Impact BIO-9
Development allowed by the General Plan with the Mountain Region may
directly and indirectly affect federal protected wetlands.

Impact BIO-10

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Mountain Region
may affect movement of native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or established wild life corridors or impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites.

Impact BIO-11

Development of land uses allowed by the General Plan within the
Mountain Region may adversely affect or conflict with local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources such as tree preservation
policies or ordinances.

Impact BIO-12

Development of land uses allowed by the General Plan in the Mountain
Region may conflict with provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan or other approved local,
regional or state habitat conservation plan.

Impact BIO-13

Development allowed by the General Plan update in the Desert Region
will adversely affect candidate, sensitive or special-status plant animal
species.

Impact BIO-14

Development allowed by the General Plan update in the Desert Region
will impact riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities as
identified by state and federal agencies that may be directly affected by
ongoing development or indirectly affected by development of adjacent

provided to reduce impacts to less than significant in cases where a
Mitigated Negative Declaration is used for CEQA compliance. Direct and
growth inducing impacts determined to cause a significant adverse effect
on rare, threatened or endangered desert species shall be mitigated by
avoidance, habitat restoration or compensated by off-site mitigation and
evaluated through a project level EIR. Mitigation will be required for
adverse impacts to critical areas around residential land conversion when
it can be shown that the indirect effects of pets, associate human activity
and other encroachments into sensitive habitats will be significant.

Mitigation BIO -6

The County shall work with local communities to improve trash
collection, recycling programs, and reduce illegal dumping in
unincorporated areas. The County shall sponsor mitigation efforts that
minimize landfill growth, reduce trash haul routes that spread litter and
increase predator species numbers (i.e., raven or crow in the Desert
Region), and reduce illegal dumping of large bulk items (e.g., furniture,
appliances, tires, batteries).

Mitigation BIO -7

The County shall coordinate with local, state, and federal agencies to
create a specific and detailed wildlife corridor map for the County of San
Bernardino. The map will identify movement corridors and refuge area
for large mammal, migratory species, and desert species dependent on
transitory resource based on rainfall. The wildlife corridor and refuge area
map will be used for preparation of biological assessments prior to
permitting land use conversion within County jurisdictional areas.

Mitigation BIO -8

The County shall require all new roadways, roadway expansion, and
utility installation within the wildlife corridors identified in the Open
Space and Biological Resource Overlays to provide suitable wildlife
crossings for affected wildlife. Design will include measures to reduce or
prevent habitat fragmentation and provide wildlife a means of safe egress
through respective foraging and breeding habitats. A qualified biologist
will assist with the design and implementation of wildlife crossing
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buffer habitat and public use and access. Regional growth may affect
riparian habitat that is a very limited resource in the Desert Region and has
a more significant consequence and recover from temporary effect
because it takes substantially longer for these impacts to be mitigated
because of the limited amount of rainfall in this Region.

Impact BIO-15
Development allowed by the General Plan in the Desert Region may

adversely affect directly and indirectly federal protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Impact BIO-16

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Desert Region may
adversely affect or conflict with local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources such as tree preservation policies or ordinances.

Impact BIO-17

Development allowed by the General Plan within the Desert Region will
not conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan.

including culverts, overct ndercrossings, and fencing.
Mitigation BIO -9

The County shall coo
departments to ensure the
species and protect area
populations and habitats
reviews and approvals of
be accomplished by notii
distributed CEQA docum

-d3SING

ith state and federal agencies and
igrams to preserve rare and endangered
ial habitat value, as well as conserve
mly occurring species, are reflected in
1ent programs. This coordination shall
development applications and through
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Mitigation BIO -10

All County Land Use Map changes and discretionary land use proposals,
for areas within the Biotic Resource Overlay or Open Space Mapping on
the Resources Overlay, shall be accompanied by a report that identifies all
biotic resources located on the site and those on adjacent parcels, which
could be adversely affected by the proposal. The report shall outline
mitigation measures designed to eliminate or reduce impacts to identified
resources. An appropriate expert such as a qualified biologist, botanist,
herpetologist or other professional “life scientist” shall prepare the report.

The County shall require the conditions of approval of any land use
application to incorporate the County’s identified mitigation measures in
addition to those that may be required by state or federal agencies to
protect and preserve the habitats of the identified species. This measure is
implemented through the land use regulations of the County Development
Code and compliance with the CEQA, CESA, ESA and related
environmental laws and regulations.

Mitigation BIO -11

In addition to conditions of approval that may be required for specific
future development proposals, the County shall establish long-term
comprehensive plans for the County’s role in the protection of native
species because preservation and conservation of biological resources are
statewide, Regional, and local issues that directly affect development
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rights.

Mitigation BIO -12

Within the County’s Development Code, one of the overlay districts that
is part of the Update program relates specifically to preserving biological
resources within the County. These areas are designated “BR” or Biotic
Resources Overlay District. The intent of the District is to protect and
conserve beneficial, rare and endangered plants and animal resources and
their habitats, which have been identified within unincorporated areas of
the County.

Mitigation BIO-13

The County shall consider whether projects may lead to a significant
environmental impact as a result of the conversion of oak woodlands
consistent with new provisions added to the County Development Code
Subsection 88.01.050(e)(4). Upon determination of a significant effect,
the County shall employ one or more of the following measures:
preservation, replacement or restoration, in-lieu mitigation fee, or other
mitigation measures.

Preservation. Preserve existing oak woodlands by recording
conservation easements in favor of the County or an approved
organization or agency.

Replacement or restoration. Replace or restore former oak woodlands.
The review authority may require the planting and maintenance of
replacement trees, including replacing dead or diseased trees. The
replacement ratio and tree sizes shall be based on the recommendation of
an Oak Reforestation Plan prepared by a registered professional forester.
The requirement to maintain trees in compliance with this paragraph shall
terminate seven years after the trees are planted.

In-lieu mitigation fee. Contribute in-lieu mitigation fee to the Oak
Woodlands Conservation Fund, established under Fish and Game Code
Section 1363 for the purpose of purchasing oak woodlands conservation
easements. A project applicant who contributes funds in compliance with
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this Subsection shall not receive or use a grant from the Oak Woodlands
Conservation Fund as part of the mitigation for the project. The in-lieu
fee for replacement trees shall be calculated based upon their equivalent
value as established by the International Society of Arboriculture’s (ISA)
current edition of Guide to Establishing Values for Trees and Shrubs, etc.)

Other mitigation measures. Perform other mitigation measures as may
be required by the review authority (e.g., inch-for-inch off-site
replacement planting; transfer of development rights, enrollment of project
with offset provider for carbon credits in greenhouse gas emission
registry, carbon reduction, and carbon trading system; etc.).

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Impact CR-1 Mitigation CR-1
It is possible that future development may disturb known and unknown | The County shall identify and protect important archaeological and

archaeological sites, historic buildings or structures, or paleontological | historic cultural resources in areas of the County that have been
resources. determined to have known cultural resource sensitivity.

Mitigation CR-2

The County shall require a cultural resources field survey and evaluation
prepared by a qualified professional for projects located within the
mapped cultural resource overlay area.

Mitigation CR-3

Mitigation of impacts to important cultural resources shall follow the
standards established in Section 15064.5 of the California Environmental
Quality Act Guidelines, as amended to date. For historic resources this
includes the Secretary of Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic
Properties with Guidelines for Previously Rehabilitating, Restoring and
Reconstructing Historic Buildings according to CEQA Section 15126.4

(b)(D).

Mitigation CR-4
The County shall require the Archaeological Information Center at the San
Bernardino County Museum to conduct a preliminary cultural resource
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review prior to the County’s application acceptance for all land use
applications in planning regions lacking Cultural Resource Overlays and
in lands located outside of planning regions.

Mitigation CR-5

The County shall comply with Government Code Section 65352.2 (SB 18)
by consulting with tribes as identified by the California Native American
Heritage Commission on all General Plan and specific plan actions.

Mitigation CR-6

Site record forms and reports of surveys, test excavations, and data
recovery programs shall be filed with the Archaeological Information
Center at the San Bernardino County Museum, and shall be reviewed and
approved in consultation with that office. Preliminary reports verifying
that all necessary archaeological or historical fieldwork has been
completed shall be required prior to project grading and/or building
permits; and Final reports shall be submitted and approved prior to project
occupancy permits.

Mitigation CR-7

Any artifacts collected or recovered as a result of cultural resource
investigations shall be catalogued per San Bernardino County Museum
guidelines and adequately curated in an institution with appropriate staff
and facilities for their scientific information potential to be preserved.
This shall not preclude the local tribes from seeking the return of certain
artifacts as agreed to in a consultation process with the developer/project
archaeologist.

Mitigation CR-8

When avoidance or preservation of an archaeological site or historic
structure is proposed as a form of mitigation, a program detailing how
such long-term avoidance or preservation is assured shall be developed
and approved prior to conditional approval.

Mitigation CR-9
In areas of potential but unknown sensitivity, field surveys prior to
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grading shall be required to establish the need for paleontologic
monitoring.

Mitigation CR-10

Projects requiring grading plans that are located in areas of known fossil
occurrences or demonstrated in a field survey to have fossils present, shall
have all rough grading (cuts greater than three feet) monitored by trained
paleontologic crews working under the direction of a qualified
professional, in order that fossils exposed during grading can be recovered
and preserved. Fossils include large and small vertebrate fossils; the latter
recovered by screen washing of bulk samples.

Mitigation CR-11

All recovered specimens shall be prepared to the point of identification
and adequately curated into retrievable collections of the San Bernardino
County Museum for their scientific information potential to be preserved.

Mitigation CR-12

A report of findings with an itemized accession inventory shall be
prepared as evidence that monitoring has been successfully completed. A
preliminary report shall be submitted and approved prior to granting of
building permits, and a final report shall be submitted and approved prior
to granting of occupancy permits. The adequacy of paleontologic reports
shall be determined in consultation with the Curator of Earth Science, San
Bernardino County Museum.

Mitigation CR-13

Consistent with Senate Bill 18, as well as possible mitigation measures
identified through the CEQA process, the County shall work and consult
with local tribes to identify, protect and preserve TCPs. TCPs include
man-made sites and resources, as well as natural landscapes, which
contribute to the cultural significance of areas.

Mitigation CR-14
The County shall protect confidential information concerning Native
American cultural resources with internal procedures, such as keeping
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confidential archaeological reports away from public view or discussion in
public meetings. Information provided by tribes to the County shall be
considered confidential or sacred.

Mitigation CR-15

The County shall work in good faith with the Ilocal tribes,
developers/applicants and other parties should the local affected tribe
request the return of certain Native American artifacts from private
development projects. The developer is expected to act in good faith
when considering the local tribe’s request for artifacts. Artifacts not
desired by the local tribe shall be placed in a qualified repository as
established by the California State Historical Resources Commission. If
no facility is available, then all artifacts shall be donated to the local tribe.

Mitigation CR-16

The County shall work with the developer of any “gated community” to
ensure that the Native Americans are allowed future access, under
reasonable conditions, to view and/or visit known sites with the “gated
community.” If a site is identified within a gated community project, and
preferable preserved as open space, the development shall be conditioned
by the County allow future access to Native Americans to view and/or
visit that site.

Mitigation CR-17

Because contemporary Native Americans have expressed concern over the
handling of the remains of their ancestors, particularly with respect to
archaeological sites containing human burials or cremations, artifacts of
ceremonial or spiritual significance, and rock art, the following actions
shall be taken when decisions are made regarding the disposition of
archaeological sites that are the result of prehistoric or historic Native
American cultural activity:

The Native American Heritage Commission and local reservation,
museum, and other concerned Native American leaders shall be notified in
writing of any proposed evaluation or mitigation activities that involve
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excavation of Native American archaeological sites, and their comments
and concerns solicited.

The concerns of the Native American community shall be fully considered
in the planning process.

If human remains are encountered during grading and other construction
excavation, work in the immediate vicinity shall cease and the County
Coroner shall be contacted pursuant to the state Health and Safety Code.

In the event that Native American cultural resources are discovered during
project development and/or construction, all work in the immediate
vicinity of the find shall cease and a qualified archaeologist meeting U.S.
Secretary of Interior standards shall be hired to assess the find. Work on
the overall project may continue during this assessment period.

If Native American cultural resources are discovered, the County shall
contact the local Tribe. If requested by the Tribe, the County shall, in
good faith, consult on the discovery and its disposition with the Tribe.

Mitigation CR-18

Within the County’s Development Code, two overlay districts have been
established relating specifically to preserving cultural resources within the
County. These areas are designated Cultural Resources Preservation “CP”
Overlay District and Paleontological Resources “PR” Overlay District.

The intent of the “CP” District is to identify and preserve important
archeological and historic resources. The intent of the “PR District is to
identify and preserve significant paleontological resources since they are
unique and non-renewable, thus promoting County identity and
conserving scientific amenities for the benefit of future generations.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Impact GEO-1 Mitigation GEO-1

New development and people will be subject to strong seismic ground | Use the requirements of the California Building Code to reduce the
adverse effects on life and property by properly designing and
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shaking and other geologic and soil hazards including poor or erosion
susceptible soil conditions, landslides, soil liquefaction, unconsolidated
granular soils and soil erosion when grading occurs on slopes and
ridgelines.

Impact GEO-2

New development may occur in areas where significant geology and soil
conditions exist as indicated on the County’s Geologic Hazard Overlay
Maps, exposing this development and people to hazardous conditions.

Impact GEO-3

Significant impacts to topography will occur at locations within the
County where grading and filling are allowed as part of a new
development in hillside areas.

constructing structures to damage from severe seismic shaking.

Mitigation GEO-2

Enhance the mitigation o
by adding the requirems
conditions to the Geologi
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. geologic hazards to new development
valuation of seiche and adverse soils
Overlay.

Mitigation GEO-3
Assess and mitigate the impacts of adverse soils conditions
posed by hydro-collapsib lable, corrosive and other adverse soils
that may be found in certain locations in the County, such as desert and
mountain playas, fault zones and other special geologic features through
the application of the provisions of the Geologic Hazard Overlay.
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Mitigation GEO-4

Within the County’s Development Code, one overlay district has been
established relating specifically to protect County citizens from geological
hazards. These areas are designated Geologic Hazard “GH” Overlay
District which identifies areas that are subject to potential geologic
problems, including active faulting, landsliding, debris flow, rockfall and
liquefaction.

Mitigation GEO-5

The County Development Code, updated as a program component to the
General Plan Update, includes new hillside grading standards at Section
83.08. The purpose and applicability are listed below, refer the
Development Code to view the full text of the standards. The application
of the prescribed standards will reduce the potential impacts of grading on
hillside terrain.

HAZARDSAND HAZARDOUSMATERIALS

Impact HAZ-1

There is the potential that the San Bernardino County General Plan update
may create a direct significant hazard to the public or the environment
through the transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials; or through

Mitigation HAZ-1

The County shall promote the proper handling, storage, transportation and
disposal of hazardous materials and hazardous wastes through
implementing a variety of regulatory, technical oversight, emergency, and
waste management services. These programs are effective mechanisms for
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the foreseeable release of hazardous materials into the environment.

Impact HAZ-2
There is the potential for siting new land uses that may expose sensitive
receptors to hazardous emissions.

Impact HAZ-3

The potential exists that a new facility could be constructed in the County
that involves the generation of hazardous waste that will require the
issuance of a RCRA Permit.

Impact HAZ-4

The potential exists that new land uses may be constructed within the
County that will expose occupants in aircraft to safety hazards. Also,
those on the ground could be exposed to impacts from airplane crashes.

Impact HAZ-5

New land uses could be developed within the County that would require a
response by the County to the accidental release of hazardous materials
and wastes.

Impact HAZ-6

Development in high fire hazard areas will be subject to periodic wildland
fires that occur in these areas. Even if structures are built with the most
current fire-safe building techniques and standards, these structures may
be damaged or destroyed during major wildland fire conflagrations.
People occupying these structures during a wildland fire will also be
subject to injury or death.

reducing the potential impact to the public health and safety and the
environment.

Mitigation HAZ-2

The County shall provide 24-hour response to emergency incidents
involving hazardous materials or wastes in order to protect the public and
the environment from accidental releases and illegal activities.

Mitigation HAZ-3
The County shall operate collection facilities and events for residents of
San Bernardino County to safely dispose of household hazardous waste.

Mitigation HAZ-4

The County shall provide affordable waste management alternatives to
businesses that generate very small quantities of waste through the
Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator program.

Mitigation HAZ-5
The County shall inspect hazardous material handlers and hazardous waste
generators to ensure full compliance with laws and regulations.

Mitigation HAZ-6

The County shall implement CUPA programs for the development of
accident prevention and emergency plans, proper installation, monitoring,
and closure of USTs, and the handling, storage, transportation, and
disposal of hazardous wastes.

Mitigation HAZ-7

The County shall conduct investigations and take enforcement action as
necessary for illegal hazardous waste disposal or other violations of
federal, state, or local hazardous materials laws and regulations.

Mitigation HAZ-8

The County shall manage the investigation and remediation of
environmental contamination due to releases from USTSs, hazardous waste
containers, chemical processes, or the transportation of hazardous
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materials.

Mitigation HAZ-9
The County shall provide access to records for potential buyers of
property to perform due diligence research and environmental assessment.

Mitigation HAZ-10

The County shall use the County’s Certificate of Occupancy process to
address identification of new facilities that may handle hazardous
materials, including facilities subject to the California Accidental Release
Prevention Program, accordance with Government Code 65850.2.

Mitigation HAZ-11

The County shall ensure that environmental review is conducted for
projects proposed on sites that have been identified as contaminated, in
accordance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, regulations.

Mitigation HAZ-12

The County shall protect vital groundwater resources and other natural
resources from contamination for present and future beneficial uses, in
accordance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, regulations
and policies.

Mitigation HAZ-13

The County shall include extensive public participation in the County’s
application review process for siting specified hazardous waste facilities
and coordinate among agencies and County departments to expedite the
process. Apply a uniform set of criteria to the siting of these facilities for
the protection of public health and safety, and the environment, in
accordance with all applicable local, state and federal laws, regulations
and policies.

Mitigation HAZ-14

The County shall require a conditional use permit/site approval and a Land
Use/Zoning Amendment from applicants for specified hazardous waste
facilities. The applicant shall meet all provisions of the specified
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hazardous waste facility overlay district as well as other General Plan and
Development Code provisions.

Mitigation HAZ-15

The County shall comply, to the extent feasible, with the
recommendations on siting new sensitive land uses (see Table IV-G-3), as
recommended in CARB’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A
Community Health Perspective.

Mitigation HAZ-16

For all proposed development in the County, the County shall require the
review of any and all ACLUP within proximity of the development to
determine land use compatibility, thereby minimizing [mitigating] any
potential hazards to airport operations, people and property.

Mitigation HAZ-17

Within the County’s Development Code, one overlay district has been
established relating specifically to siting hazardous waste facilities in areas
that protect the public health, safety, welfare and the environment. This
zone also buffers hazardous waste facilities so that incompatible land uses
cannot be permitted in the future. The zone also identifies permitted used,
within the overlay zone and outlines the applicable permit review
procedures.

Mitigation HAZ-18

The county shall review proposed development projects within high fire
hazard areas as shown on the Fire Safety Overlay Fire safety development
standards as found in the County’s Development Code, Chapter 82.13,
shall be strictly enforced. New development in this area shall be
constructed to reflect the most current fires-safe building and development
techniques and standards for structures built in a high fire hazard area.

Mitigation HAZ-19

Continue to monitor the state-of-the-art post-wildfire debris flow hazard
evaluation and prediction methodologies being developed by the U.S.
Geological Survey and other federal agencies and incorporate
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scientifically based mapping into the Geologic Hazard Overlay when
available. Evaluate and implement feasible advance public notification
methods to warn of impending hazardous conditions.

Mitigation HAZ-20

The Office of Emergency Service(OES)s, County Fire Department shall
be responsible for the continued update of emergency evacuation plans for
wildland fire incidents as an extension of the agency’s responsibility for
Hazard Mitigation Planning in San Bernardino County. OES shall update
evacuation procedures in coordination with MAST and provide specific
evacuation plans for the Mountain Region where route planning, early
warning and agency coordination is most critical in ensuring proper
execution of successful evacuations. OES will monitor population growth
and evaluate road capacities and hazard conditions along evacuation
corridors to prepare contingency plans to correspond to the location,
direction and rate of spread of wildland fires.
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HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Impact HWQ-1 Mitigation HWQ-1

Development under the General Plan may substantially deplete | The County Water Masters shall continue to monitor the County’s
groundwater supplies such that there could be a lowering of the local | adjudicated groundwater basins to ensure a balanced hydrological system
groundwater table level. New development may also adversely impact | in terms of withdrawal and replenishment of water from groundwater

area water quality. basins. Since groundwater may be a significant source of potable water
supplies in the County, the impacts of growth resulting in water supply
Impact HWQ-2 impacts are presented in Section P (Utilities and Service Systems) of this

Development under the General Plan may alter the existing drainage EIR.

pattern of an area or project site through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river that would result in substantial erosion or siltation on or off
an area or site.

Mitigation HWQ-2

The County shall promote conservation of water and maximize the use of
existing water resources by promoting activities/measures that facilitate
Impact HWQ-3 the reclamation and reuse of water and wastewater.

New development under the General Plan may be subject to distinct
flooding risks in the Valley, Mountain and Desert Regions of the County.
New development may also be subject to seiches in the Mountains and
mudflows in the Desert Regions of the County.

Mitigation HWQ-3

The County shall require water reclamation systems and the use of
reclaimed wastewater and other non-potable water to the maximum extent
feasible for:

Agricultural uses;
Industrial uses;
Recreational uses;
Landscape irrigation; and

Groundwater recharge projects.

Mitigation HWQ-4

The County shall apply water conservation and water reuse (reclamation)
measures that are consistent with County, state and/or federal policies and
regulations on wastewater.

Mitigation HWQ-5
The County shall require new development to implement feasible water
conservation measures recommended by the water agency or purveyor that
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supplies the development with water.

Mitigation HWQ-6

Drainage courses shall be kept in their natural condition to the greatest
extent feasible to retain habitat, and allow some recharge of groundwater
basins and resultant savings. The feasibility of retaining features of
existing drainage courses will be determined by evaluating the engineering
feasibility and overall costs of the improvements to the drainage courses
balanced with the extent of the retention of existing habitat and recharge
potential.

Mitigation HWQ-7

The County shall seek to retain all natural drainage courses in accordance
with the Flood Control Design Policies and Standards where health and
safety are not jeopardized.

Mitigation HWQ-8

The County shall prohibit the conversion of natural watercourses to
culverts, storm drains, or other underground structures except where
required to protect public health and safety.

Mitigation HWQ-9
The County shall allow no development in designated flood plains, which
would alter the alignment or direction or course of any blue-line stream.

Mitigation HWQ-10

When development occurs, the County shall maintain the capacity of the
existing natural drainage channels where feasible, and flood-proof
structures to allow 100-year storm flows to be conveyed through the
development without damage to structures.

Mitigation HWQ-11

Where technically feasible as part of its efforts to protect residents from
flood hazards, the County shall require naturalistic drainage improvement
where modifications to the natural drainage course are necessary. As an
example, channel linings that will allow the re-establishment of vegetation
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Mitigation HWQ-12

The County shall estabiioum wi vovion ically viable flood control system by
utilizing channel designs including combinations of earthen landscaped
swales, rock rip-rap lined channels or rock-lined concrete channels. Where
adjacent to development, said drainage shall be covered by an adequate
County drainage easement with appropriate building setbacks established

there from.

Mitigation HWQ-13

The County shall not place streams in underground structures where
technically feasible, except to serve another public purpose and where
burial of the stream is clearly the only means available to safeguard public
health and safety.

Mitigation HWQ-14

To mitigate potential impacts related to adverse water quality, the County
shall require new high-density developments using septic tank leach
field/seepage pit systems for wastewater disposal to include in their
project plans, analyses of alternatives wastewater treatment and disposal
methods.

Mitigation HWQ-15

Within the County’s Development Code, one overlay district has been
established relating specifically to provide greater public safety,
promoting public health, and minimizing public and private economic
losses due to flood conditions by establishing regulations for development
and construction within flood prone areas.

Mitigation HWQ-16
The County will protect natural surface waters and their sources for their
biologic, hydrologic and intrinsic values.

County of San Bernardino 1-29 Final Program Environmental Impact Report
2007 General Plan Program



CHAPTER | Executive Summary

Impacts Mitigation M easur es

LAND USE AND PLANNING

Impact LU-1 There are no significant Land Use and Planning impacts identified and
Development under the General Plan could physically divide an | thereforeno mitigation measuresarerequired.
established neighborhood.

Impact LU-2
The update to the General Plan could contain redundant policies that could
conflict with the delivery of sound guidance for future land development.

Impact LU-3
Development under the General Plan could potentially conflict with
existing or proposed Habitat Conservation Plans in the County.

MINERAL RESOURCES

Impact MR-1 Mitigation MR-1
Development of new mines under the General Plan could conflict with | The County shall protect the current and future extraction of mineral

adjacent land uses, precluding the availability for future development of | resources that are important to the County’s economy while minimizing
significant mineral resources. impacts of this use on the public and the environment.

|mpact MR-2 M|t|gat|0n MR-2

In areas containing valuable mineral resources, the County shall establish
and implement conditions, criteria and standards that are designed to
protect the access to, and economic use of, these resources, provided that
the mineral extraction does not result in significant adverse environmental
effects and that open space uses have been considered for the area once
mining operations cease.

The siting and permitting of new mineral operations in the County could
create surface and groundwater issues as well as noise, dust and truck-
traffic in populated areas.

Mitigation MR-3
The County shall incorporate the mineral classification or designation
information, including the maps, when they are completed by the state
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Mining and Geology Board and the Division of Mines and Geology,
including new and updated information in the updated County General
Plan.

Mitigation MR-4

The County shall recognize and protect areas within San Bernardino
County that show or have proven to have significant mineral resources and
protect their access. The Infrastructure Map, one of the layers of the
General Plan mapping system, will be amended to identify mine sites that
have a long-term operational horizon.

Mitigation MR-5

The County shall implement the state Mineral Resource Zone designations
to establish a system that identifies mineral potential and economically
viable reserves. These designations are as follows:

MRZ-1: Adequate information indicates that no significant mineral
deposits are present, or where it is judged that little likelihood exists for
their presence. This designation shall be applied where well-developed
lines of reasoning, based upon economic geologic principles and adequate
data, demonstrate that the likelihood for occurrence of significant mineral
deposits is nil or slight.

MRZ-2: Adequate information indicates that significant mineral deposits
are present or where it is judged that a high likelihood for their presence
exists. This designation shall be applied to known mineral deposits or
where well-developed lines of reasoning, based upon economic geologic
principles and adequate data, demonstrate that the likelihood for
occurrence of significant mineral deposits is high.

MRZ-3: Containing deposits whose significance cannot be evaluated
from available data.

MRZ-4: Available information is inadequate for assignment to any other
MRZ zone.
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SZ Areas: Containing unique or rare occurrences of rocks, minerals or
fossils that are of outstanding scientific significance shall be classified in
this zone.

IRA: San Bernardino County or State Division of Mines and Geology
Identified Areas where adequate production and information indicates that
significant minerals are present.

Mitigation MR-6

Mining operators/owners will provide buffers between mineral resources
(including access routes) and abutting incompatible land uses. New
mineral and non-mineral development in these zones shall be designed
and reviewed according to the compatibility criteria specified in this
policy.

Mitigation MR-7

The County shall protect existing mining access routes by giving them
priority over proposed alterations to the land, or by accommodating the
mining operations with as good or better alternate access, provided the
alternate access does not adversely impact proposed open space areas or
trail alignment.

Mitigation MR-8

The County shall provide for the monitoring of mining operations for
compliance with established operating guidelines, conditions of approval
and the reclamation plan.

NOISE

Impact N-1

Development under the General Plan potentially could be exposed to high
vehicular traffic noise from freeways and arterial roadways to above
acceptable levels for residential and other sensitive land uses.

Impact N-2
The development of new industrial and commercial uses may create

Mitigation N-1

The County shall consider areas within San Bernardino County as "noise
impacted" if exposed to existing or projected future exterior noise levels
from mobile or stationary sources exceeding the standards listed in Table
IV-K-1 (see Noise Element Policy N-1.1, and Section 87-0905(b)(1) of
the County Code). Consistent with Policy N-1.7, the County shall prevent
incompatible land uses in such areas.
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stationary noise sources that generate noise levels that are incompatible | Mitigation N-2
with adjacent residential or other sensitive land uses. Consistent with Policy N-1.2 and N-2.1, the County shall ensure that new
development of residential or other noise-sensitive land uses is not
Impact N-3 permitted in noise-impacted areas unless effective mitigation measures are
Development of residential other noise sensitive uses in the vicinity of | incorporated into the project design to reduce noise levels to the standards
airports may expose people to incompatible noise levels. of Table IV-K-2. Noise-sensitive land uses include residential uses,

schools, hospitals, nursing homes, places of worship and libraries. For
each application involving such a land use at a location where the Ldn is
expected to be in excess of 60 dBA, based either on noise contours for
future traffic volumes as presented n the Noise Element or on the project’s
location near a freeway, arterial street, or railroad line that may reasonably
be expected to generate a similar noise level, the County shall require a
project specific noise analysis.

As described in the Noise Element, the acoustical analysis shall:
Be the responsibility of the applicant;

Be prepared by a qualified person experienced in the fields of
environmental noise assessment and architectural acoustics;

Include representative noise level measurements with sufficient sampling
periods and locations to adequately describe local conditions;

Include estimated noise levels in terms of the descriptors shown in the
Noise Background Report (Appendix I) for existing and projected future
(20 years hence) conditions, with a comparison made to the adopted
policies of the Noise Element;

Include recommendations for appropriate mitigation to achieve
compliance with the adopted policies and standards of the Noise Element.
Where the noise source in question consists of intermittent single events,
the report must address the effects of maximum noise levels in sleeping
rooms in terms of possible sleep disturbance; and include estimates of
noise exposure after the prescribed mitigation measures have been
implemented. If compliance with the adopted standards and policies of the
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Noise Element will not be achieved, acoustical information to support a
statement of overriding considerations for the project must be provided

Mitigation N-3

When industrial, commercial or other land uses, including locally
regulated noise sources, are proposed for areas containing noise-sensitive
land uses, noise levels generated by the proposed use shall not exceed the
performance standards of Table IV-K-2 within outdoor activity areas. If
outdoor activity areas have not yet been determined, noise levels shall not
exceed the performance standards of Table IV-K-2 at the boundary of
areas planned or zoned for residential or other noise-sensitive land uses.

Mitigation N-4

Implementation of measures N-1 and N-2 above should avoid or reduce
potential aircraft noise impacts to a level below significance. The Coun