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Fastmoving brush fire burns in San Bernardino Mountains

UPDATE 34: VegetationFire Nea SilverwoodLakel 6,963Acresi Morning Briefing
Pilot Fire: Evacuations Ordered As 1,580re Wildfire Erupts Near Silverwood Lake
UPDATE: Blaze spreads to nearly 6,300 acres, 6 percent contained

PILOT FIRE UPDATE: Voluntary evacuations near Lake Arrowhead at Deer Lodg¢
Park

Pilot Fire Burns 7 Square Miles in San Bernardino Mountains

Pilot Fire has burned 4500 acres Wi containment; firefighters and helicopters
working around the clock

At fairgrounds, a command post for Pilot Fire emerges

More than 5,300 people told to evacuate as Pilot fire grows

Southern California fire grows to nearly 6K acres as crews fight for containment
Fire officials say fire activity starting to ‘pick up'

Pilot fire fight could be hampered by weather, containment stalls at 6 percent
Pilot Fire Grows, More Evacuations Ordered

Pilot Fire reminds us desert at risk



http://sbcfire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Bernardino-County-Fire/1400619100152023
https://twitter.com/SBCOUNTYFIRE
https://www.youtube.com/user/SBCOUNTYFIRE
https://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Bernardino-County-Fire/1400619100152023
https://twitter.com/SBCOUNTYFIRE
https://www.youtube.com/user/SBCOUNTYFIRE

Fast-moving brush fire burns in San Bernardino Mountains

Shelby Grad and Matt Hamilton, LA Times
Posted: August 7, 2016, 11:00 PM

£
Pilot fire burning above Silverwood Lake. (San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department)

A fastmoving brush fire burned one than 1,500 acres Sunday near Silverwood Lake in San Bernardino
County, triggering evacuations and road closures, authorities said.

The Pilot fire was first reported about 12 p.m. and quickly spread amid dry brush and timber, accordingjto th
U.S. Forat Service.

About 400 firefighters were battling the blaze by air and on the ground, accordindS@antiBzrnardino
County Fire Departmentand U.S. Forest Service. Eight air tankers were deployed to help control the
flames, fire officials said.

There & no containment at this time. The cause of the fire is under investigation.

The fire could been seen in a wide area of the mountains and surrounding communities, and evacuatigps we
ordered for those in the Summit Valley area east of Cedar Springsabeonding to the U.S. Forest Service

The American Red Cross opened an evacuation center at Ranchero Middle School in Hesperia. Pet ovjners
can bring animals to the San Bernardino County Fairground, located in the 14800 blB&trefet in
Victorville.

A portion of Highway 138 was closed, and officials urged motorists to avoid the area. Highway 173 wagjalso
closed between Highway 138 and Arrowhead Lake Road.

The fire prompted the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management District to issue a smoke adwisdictdr
Valley and nearby communities, warning those with lung or heart disease as well as older adults and cfjildre
to limit the amount of time spent outside.

Residents in the Central San Bernardino Mountains were also under a smoke advisory igsi&bbth
Coast Air Quality Management District.

UPDATES:

11 p.m.:This article was updated with more information about fire acreage and evacuations.

4:35 p.m.:This article was updated with details on the growth of the fire.
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3:30 p.m.:This article vas updated with additional details.

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanowHme-In-silverwoodfire-20160807snapstory.html

UPDATE 34: VegetationFire Near Silverwood Lake i 6,963Acresi Morning Briefing
Michael P. Neufeld, Rim of the World News
Posted:uust 7, 26, 12:22 P
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ire units on Highway 173 in Lake Arrowhead ready to provide structure protection, if necessary. (Photo by PhylliRésmbia
ROTWNEWS.com)
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The Pilot Fireo6s d y shift brief i ng-agedirs.tThelirefigher iethefback & the bgidiing & fram [fh e a
Alaska State Forestry. (Photo by Marc Peebles/San Bernardino County Fire)
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Tanker 910 makes a drop on the Pilot Fire near Silveriasid. The fire was last reported at 4,500 acres and 5 percent contained. (Photo b
Jimmy Frazee/RimFire)

Firefighters worked overnight on the Pilot Fire which has been remapped at 4,500 acres with 5 percent containmentSghBerimrdino
County Fre)



http://rotwnews.com/2016/08/07/vegetation-fire-reported-near-silverwood-lake/pilot-fire-chopper/
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Structure protection is just one element of firefighting efforts on the Pilot Fire near Silverwood Lake. (Photo by SamBe&panty Fire)

UPDATE 34: Tuesday, Augusti98:11 a.m.
Silverwood Lakdé Here is what the day shift firefighters healating the morning briefing:

The Pilot Fire is burning between Pilot Rock Ridge and State Highway 173 in Hedpegifine has been
constructed in the Summit Valley areghe fire crossed Hwy 173 in the Los Flores Ranch aFééng

operations wereonducted along Hwy 173 near Deep Creek and progressed southeast toward the Hwy 173
closure gate near Burnt Flats.

Crews are constructing dozer line from Pilot Rock to the Lake Arrowhead Community Services District
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Aircraft is being used to the extent possible, but visibility is a limiting factor.

Todaydéds high temperature wild/l reach &RRigepewgndse e 4,
will be from the south at 20 mph with afternoon gusts reaching 25 Pgiental for spotting exsts from all
areas of the fire.

UPDATE 33: Tuesday, Augusti97:11 a.m.

Silverwood Lake, CA U. S. Forest Service spokesperson Bob PooleRAITIWNEWS.conthat a night
flight survey now has t he hBpetcentconRinmeatd s t ot al adlcr

Poole reported that there are now 934 firefighters from a host of agencies fighting the fire with a unifieg
command of the U. S. Forest Service, CalFire ad Bernardino County Fire.

The aerial support is being providedby6ait anker s, two VLATOSsd7A{watesrr y al
dropping helicopters.

UPDATE 32: Tuesday, Augusti%4 a.m.

Silverwood Laké There are currently 842 firefighters assigned to the Pilot Fire, including 91 engines, 1jp
water tenders, 14 crewsl tlozers, 8 helicopters, 8 air tankers, including the VLAT (Very Large Air Tankéfr)
assigned.

The night flight helicopter is assisting firefighters overnight.

Additional firefighters have been ordered and will be responding to the fire.
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http://rotwnews.com/2016/08/07/vegetation-fire-reported-near-silverwood-lake/pilot-night-sbc-fire/

EVACUATIONS

At the present time, there are two areas are under mandatory evacuation: the Deer Lodge Park area ofjLake
Arrowhead, and a slice of Hesperia south of Ranchero Road between Santa Fe East and Arrowhead Ljjke
Road (Highway 173).

Highway 173 remains closed.
UPDATE 31: Monday, August B 7:25 p.m.

Silverwood Lakdé The Pilot Fire is now 6 percent contained and the latest acreage stands at 6,298, acgprdin
to the U.S. Forest Service.

The Pilot Fire is being fought by 843 firefighters.
SCHOOL CLOSURES

Poor air giality concerns have forced the Apple Valley and Hesperia Unified School Districts to cancel
classes on Tuesday, August 9. The Topaz Prep Academy will also be closed.

Classes in the Rim of the World Unified School D
UPDATE 30: Monday, August 8 5:30 p.m.

Lake Arrowhead, CA About 4,700 homes in the Lake Arrowhead/Deer Lodge Park area are either und(gr
mandatory or voluntary evacuation orders at this time, according to scanner information.

UPDATE 29: Monday, August B 3:35 p.m.
Lake Arrowhead, CA The evacuation areas in the Lake Arrowhead region have been expanded.

Voluntary evacuationgre in place north of Peninsula, west of North Bay, south of 173, and west of Golf
Course Road.

UPDATE 28: Monday, August B3:16 p.m.

Lake Arrowhead, CA An American Red Cross Reception and Care Center has been established at Rinj of
the World High School located at 27400 Highway 18 in Lake Arrowhead (Blue Jay).

Large and small animal evacuations will go to the Devore Animealt& at 19777 Shelter Way in San
Bernardino. Mountain residents do not have to drive down to Victorville to the San Bernardino County
Fairgrounds for their animal evacuations.

UPDATE 27: MondayAugust 8i 2:47 p.m.

Crestline, CA Helicopters are exticting water from Lake Gregory and heading to the Deer Lodge Park irea
of Lake Arrowhead where mandatory evacuations are now in place.

UPDATE 26: Monday, August B2:47 p.m.



Lake Arrowhead, CAThe Twin Peaks Sheri ff 6 sge®Pdrkasundern i ad
Mandatory Evacuation Order.

in case anything happens.

UPDATE 25: Monday, August 82:30 p.m.

Lake Arrowhead, CA A Voluntary Evacuation Order is in place for Deer Lodge Park area of Lake
Arrowhead.

The Twin Peaks ROEWNEWS. dmrthatsan evdluatomis underdwaly to determine if tha
order is to become mandatory.

UPDATE 24: Monday, AugustB81:28 p.m.

Silverwood Lake’ Additional aerial support has been requested by the Incident Commander on the Pilofj Fire
including three VLATO6s (Very Lar frefighterlife saleyrok er g)

A request has also been made for two Typelitainéers for work in the Powerline Ridge area.
The cause of the Pilot Fire is still being investigated.
UPDATE 23: Monday, August 810:54 a.m.

Silverwood Lakdé Despite some weather complications at various Southern California Air Tanker Bases}
seveal of the tankers have resumed flying missions over the Pilot Fire near Silverwood Lake.

The VLAT (Very Large Air Tankerp Air Tanker 9108 has already made runs on the fire.
Fog was reported in Ramona earlier today preventing at least one tankeasknognoff.
TANKER 910

Tanker 910 is a turbofan powered aircraft that carries up to 12,000 gallons of fire retardant in an exterigy bell
mounted tank.

The contents of the three cenlimed belly tanks can be released in roughly 8 seconds.

And, the taks can be loaded in about 8 minutes.
FIRE UPDATE

U. S. Forest Service spokesperson Bob PooleRGITWNEWS.conthe Pilot Fire remains at 4,500 acres
with 5 percent containment.

UPDATE 22: Monday, August 88:12 a.m.



Silverwood Laké U. S. Forest Serge spokesperson Bob Poole t’ROTWNEWS.conthat the 4,500 acre
Pilot Fire died down overnight but is expected to become more active during the day, Monday when
temperatures rise and winds pick up.

The number of people evacuated since the fire begara@afittrnoon near Silverwood Lake had not been
released as of 7 a.m. Monday morning.

No injuries to firefighters iocivilians have been reported.

http://rotwnews.com/2016/08/07/vegetatifire-reportednearsilverwoodlake/

Pilot Fire: Evacuations Ordered As 1,500Acre Wildfire Erupts Near Silverwood Lake

ABC7 Eyewitness News
Posted: AugusB, 2016 12:07AM

SILVERWOOD LAKE, Calif.(KABC) i
A 1,500acre wildfire raged near Pilot Rock Conservation Camp above Silverwoodhdkenday, fie officials said.
Evacuations were underway in the Summit Valeya east of Cedar Springs Dam.

According to the San Bernardino County Shé&riffepartment, mandatory evacuations were ordered for Arrowhead
Lake Road, south dflesperia Lakes to Highway 173.

Highway 173 was closed between State RA3@ and Arrowhead Lake Road. Highway 138 was closed from Old Mjll
Road to Highway 173, but haimee reopened.

Smoke advisories were issued by health afficfor the Mojave Desert area.

What started as a 3cre brush fire quickly grew to nearly 1,500 acres by Sunday evening, according to the San
Bernardino National Forest.

San Bernardino County fire officials said the blaze, dubbed the Pilot Fire, was ibpgrnorth with southwest winds.
Forest fire officials said about 400 personnelevassigned in the fire fight.
It was not immediatglclear what sparked the blaze.

Those with questianregarding the Pilot Fire were urged to call the San Bernardino Fire Information Center at
(909)3835688.

The American Red Cross moved its evacuation center from Ranchero Middle School to Oak Hills High School, I{jcatec
at 7625 Cataba Rd.

Those with lage and animals can take them to Devore Animal Shelter, located at 38&[f& Way in San Bernardino

http://abc7.com/news/brudite-breaksoutabovesilverwoodlake/1460531/



http://rotwnews.com/2016/08/07/vegetation-fire-reported-near-silverwood-lake/
http://abc7.com/news/brush-fire-breaks-out-above-silverwood-lake/1460531/

UPDATE: Blaze spreads to nearly 6,300 acres, 6 percent contained

500 Hesperia homes under mandatory evacuation orders
Victor Valley Daily Press
PostedAugust8, 2016,6:42AM

‘ |
The910Tankerdropsretardanneara hot spotwhile battlingthe Pilot fire in Hesperiecon Monday.JamesQuigg, Daily Press

HESPERIAd The Pilot Fire raged out of control Monday, growing to nearly 6,300 acres, forcing the
evacuation 0600 homes in southeast Hesperia and threatening large parts of that city as well as nearbyj Lak:
Arrowhead, authorities said.

After calming as humidity rose and temperatures dipped into the 60s overnight Sunday, the stubborn bjfaze
roared back to life on Bhday as winds picked up in the afternoon. It was only 6 percent contained and &
night flight helicopter was expected to continue making water drops overnight Monday.

By mid-afternoon Monday, authorities were concerned enough about the flames advamandghe mesa
section of Hesperia to order mandatory evacuations for residents living east of Santa Fe Avenue and sfputh
Ranchero Road, a sizable chunk of the city.

That added hundreds to the growing list of residents forced from their homes sinitet thizgedPstarted just

after noon on Sunday near Silverwood Lake. The total evacuation count, including voluntary evacuatiolys,
stood at 5,200 homes, with 4,700 of those in the San Bernardino Mountain communities of Crestline, Ljike
Gregory and Lake Arrowhéaauthorities said.

"l was out today with the sheriff and (Fire) Chief (Mark) Hartwig," 1st District Supervisor Robert Lovingdjod
said. "All resources have been dedicated to eliminating risk. That goes to the evacuations.

"Protecting human life is the than you have to take. Because you don't get a second chance. Hopefully \ye
can get control (of the fire)."

The U.S. Forest Service reported a mandatory evacuation order was in place for the Deer Lodge Park [jrea
near Lake Arrowhead. Those evacuations waiked for a little after 3 p.m. and a Red Cross center was s¢
up at Rim of the World High School at 27400 Highway 18 in Twin Peaks.

When the wind picked up early Monday afternoon, it blew heavy smoke and ash all over the Victor Vallgy.
The dry vegetatio coupled with gusting winds spelled trouble for firefighters. By Monday night, 843
personnel were involved in the firefighting effort, double the number involved when the day started.

i Wé&now our spotweatherforecastfrom our briefingin the morningwas to expecta southwestvind pattern
with windsat 15to 20 mph,with gustsup to 30 mph,whichi s sud@ptisingto anybodyfrom theHigh
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D e s eHartwjgsaid.ii T h erevailingafternoonwindsaretypical for thearea.Thesewindsarekeeping
thesemenand womenhereon the frontlinesbusy,someof whomh a v deft thefront linessincetheycame

onatnoonyesterdayTheyaredoingagreatjob; we haven'tbeenableto getthemoff thelinesyetbecaus®f
flareswithin the blackenedareasandkeepingsure we areprotectingthestructuresnthea r e a . 0

Fire crews continued to battle flames on the Summit Valley hills just off Highway 173 with water drops {Ind
bulldozers to create new fire lines. However, the flames jumped Highway 173 and into the Igudands
before 1 p.m. and continued to grow.

Firefighters battled the fire with heavy ground and air assaults from helicopters and air tankers. The jet
dropped bright pink fire retardant on the blackened hills, filling the air with ash and thick, black smok

"We're hitting it hard with the aircraft right now trying to get that retardant in there, allowing our dozers {p get

difficult to access."

The amount of smoke drifting over the Victor Valley worsened as the day progressed. Just after noon fljom tl
Main Street Bridge in Hesperia, you could see for six significant pockets of flame on the hillsides,
stretching over quite a distance.

Ash fell heavily in Hesperia, Apple Valley and even parts of Victorville. Most of the smoke, a smelly mixjof
brown and gray, was east of Hesperia Road.

Deep CreelRoad at Rock Springs Road remained open, but a Sheriff's Citizens Patrol car was stationeff at tt
south entrance with lights flashing and traffic cones placed. Voluntary evacuations were in place for thej Dee
Creek area south of Rock Springs Road.

Crewsfromvariousagencie® includingAnaheim,Big SurandRedland®d wereon scenefighting the
blaze.

A T hid semethingve prepardor andplanfor everyy e aHartwigsaid.fi Wéopethisd o e $hapgetbut
whenit doeswe arepreparedor it. Thisis ahugeteameffort. We haveCal Fire, the ForestServiceandwe
havetheall the otheragencieshathaverespondedThe menandwomenon thefrontlinesyesterdaynade
somegreatstopson about25 structuresn this areaWe gelledthemandput engineshereto protectthemas
theflamesadvance. 0

An incidentcommandcenterwassetup atthe High DesertEventCenterin Victorville andpersonnesaid
theyexpectedo remaintherefor severaldays.

According to County Fire's incident update, 14 crews, 91 endliedozers, 15 water tenders, eight
helicopters and eight air tankers were involved in the firefight. Sherwin said many firefighters worked olj the
fire for over 18 hours straight.

Oak Hills High School was set up as an evacuation center, but a Redflimialksaid no residents stayed at

the school overnight. Voluntary evacuations were in effect for approximately 150 homes from the Mojaife
River east to Kiowa Road and the spillway north to Rock Springs Road, according to a Sheriff's Departfjnent
news relese.



A smoke advisory was issued for the Victor Valley and surrounding communities Sunday afternoon unt
further notice.

High Desert schools which are back in session for the-2@1$hool year, including Hesperia and Apple

Valley unified school distris and Riverside Preparatory in Oro Grande, took precautions, cancelling or
moving outdoor school activities to indoor facilities on Monday.

But both AVUSD and Hesperia Unified announced Monday afternoon that all schools, programs and offices
would be cloed Tuesday.

"As the day progressed (Monday), wind patterns shifted and the local air quality deteriorated,” AVUSD
spokeswoman Kristin Hernandez said. "After assessing the current conditions and the likelihood of simjar
wind patterns for (Tuesday), AVUSIas made the decision to close all schools and offices."”

AVYSD expects to reopen Wednesday and asks families to @eheakavusd.orgor updates.

"We know that this may pose a hardship to many families, however in the interest of the health of our sjuder
and staff, school will be closed tomorrow," Hernandez said. "We encourage everyone to stay indoors afpd we
thank you for your patience as we work together to ensure the safety of our students."”

http://www.vvdailypress.com/article/20160808/NEWS/160809775/0/SEARCH



http://www.vvdailypress.com/article/20160808/NEWS/160809775/0/SEARCH

PILOT FIRE UPDATE: Voluntary evacuations near Lake Arrowhead at Deer Lodge
Park

Desert Dispatch
PostedAugust8, 2016,10:39AM

The910Tankerdropsretardat neara hot spotwhile battlingthePilot fire in Hesperison Monday.JamesQuigg, Daily Press

HESPERIAd The U.S. Forest Service reported at 2:15 p.m. Monday that a voluntary evacuation order|js in
place for the Deer Lodge Park area near Lake Arrowhedle stubborn Pilot Fire continues to rage.

There have been no new estimates of total acreage burne@amé&=rnardino County Fire Department
spokesman Eric Sherwin talked to the Daily Press around noon. At that time, he said 4,500 acres had jurne
and only 5 percent of the blaze had been contained.

Winds picked up early Monday afternoon, hampering firefighting efforts and blowing heavy smoke and [psh
over the Victor Valley.

Fire crews continued to battle flames on the Summit Valley hills justigfiwhy 173 with water drops and
bulldozers.

"We're hitting it hard with the aircraft right now trying to get that retardant in there, allowing our dozers {p get
in there and increase those lines," Sherwin said. "The helicopters are knocking the hiethiedires. We're

trying to do the most work we can before we get the high temperatures, low humidity of the afternoon gpd th
south winds present themselves. We do have hand crews working in some areas that are more hazardpus &
more difficult to acces$

Although the acreage estimate hasn't changed for several hours, the amount of smoke drifting over thejVictc
Valley was significantly worse at 2:30 p.m. Monday than it had been on Monday morning. From the Ma
Street Bridge in Hesperia, you could siee for six significant pockets of flame on the hillsides, stretching

over quite a distance.

Ash was falling heavily in Hesperia, Apple Valley and even parts of Victorville. Most of the smoke, a snilly
mix of brown and gray, was east of Hesperia Road. @#epk Road at Rock Springs Road remained ope

but a Sheriff's Citizens Patrol car was stationed at the south entrance with lights flashing and traffic corjes
placed. Voluntary evacuations were in place for the Deep Creek area south of Rock SpringsiRoad. A
estimated 175 homes are under mandatory or voluntary evacuation orders, authorities said.



Crewsfrom variousagencie® includingAnaheim,Big SurandRedland®d wereonscene.

The last update on Sunday night reported 1,500 acres burned and ttgditérefdid not have any
containment of the fire.

Sherwin said fire activity decreased as the temperatures dropped, and the wind decreased late Sundayj nigh
and early Monday morning.

"The fire just calmed down on its own," Engineer Chris Perry told thiky Beess shortly before 6 a.m.
Monday as his engine was stopped for water at a hydrant outside Hesperia Liquor and Deli on Arrowhgjad
Lake Road in Hesperia. "We got a lot of humidity.

"They're doing a burn, a backfire, along Highway 173 now, so if itaghtsad of steam, it doesn't have
anywhere to go."

Perry said the fire, which started at about 12:10 p.m. Sunday in the Miller Canyon OHV area off Highw{ly
138 near Silverwood Lake, had been burning only on the west side of Highway 173 so far. He ishi'tl he ¢
think Hesperia was in jeopardy Monday morning.

"We've got some pretty good lines," he said. "The dozers are out there working and we've got a lot of a
support.”

Sherwin correctly predicted the fire to pick up Monday afternoon as temperatunemdridcreased and
humidity decreased.

According to County Fire's incident update at 2:30 p.m., 400 firefighters have been battling the blaze, ajong
with 36 engines, eight crews, five bulldozers, eight helicopters and eight air tankers. Sherwin said the
firefighters have worked on the fire for over 18 hours and a morning crew was expected to take over
following a briefing that was ongoing as of 7 a.m.

Residents in Summit Valley and in Hesperia along Highway 173 south of Hesperia Lake were evacuatéd on
Surday. County Fire placed the number of homes evacuated at 25 as of Monday afternoon.

Oak Hills High School was set up as an evacuation center, but a Red Cross official said no residents s{pyed
the school overnight. Voluntary evacuations were in effacapproximately 150 homes on Monday from
theMojaveRiver eastto Kiowa Roadandthe spillway northto Rock SpringsRoad,accordingo a Sheriff's
Departmenhewsrelease.

Red Cross spokeswoman Georgia Duncan said the center would remain open fasraffetgtad by the
evacuations as long as needed.

Duncan said the Red Cross is always looking for volunteers. Those interested in volunteering can visit [fhe
Red Cross' website to start the process.

A smoke advisory was issued for the Victor Valley anglainding communities Sunday afternoon until
further notice.



High Desert schools which are back in session for the-2@1$hool year, including Hesperia and Apple
Valley unified school districts and Riverside Preparatory in Oro Grande, have alsorasaumipns due to
the fire, cancelling or moving outdoor school activities to indoor facilities.

"We haveissuedrestrictionson activities,particularlythoseo u t s Hedperjddnified SchoolDistrict
AssistantSuperintenderibavid Olneysaid.ii Warerestrictinganyoutsideactivitiesandpracticesoday,and
will continueto monitorAQMD. In addition,we arepreparingfor anypossibleflare-upsif thewindspick up
thisaftemoon. 0

AVUSD spokeswomaliKristin Hernandezsaidall sportsandoutdooractivities havebeencancelledandthe
districtisfi ¢ 0 n t to menitonag quality ateachof our campusesandwill makeadditionaladjustmentsf
needed.

i Waaveinstructedall schoolsto limit time spentoutdoorsandto haveindoorareasavailableto students
duringallb r e aHemandezaid.

http://www.desertdispatch.com/news/20160808/¢ile-updatevoluntaryevacuationsnearlake-arrowhead
atdeerlodgepark

Pilot Fire Burns 7 Square Miles in San Bernardino Mountains
Jessica Rice, NBC 4 News
Posted: August 8, 2016, 1:05 PM

A brush fire burned more than 7 square miles Monday, tripling in size overnighRited@Rock Ridge above
Silverwood Lake in the San Bernardino National Forest.

Fire officials evacuated areas around Highway 138 and Old Mill Road, and around Highway 138 and Sjjate
Route 173. Additional evacuations were ordered at 5 p.m. i@uhenit Valey area east of Cedar Springs
Dam.

seven air tankers. Firefighters battled overnight and containment reached 5 percent.
"The biggest threat is thate're working with very dry vegetation that hasn't burned in a long time," said Ejic

Sherwin, of thesan Bernardino County Fire Department "We've seen that all through the day, yesterda
and during the overnight hours."

California is in its fifth straigt year of drought, leaving hillsides and other areas covered in brush primedjfor
wildfires. Firefighters said the state could be facing one of its worst fire seasons on record.

The Pilot fire also caused air quality problems throughout the region.
Smokeplumes roiled from ridges of the San Bernardino Mountains and blew all the way across the Mojjjve

Desert to Las Vega#.cross the Mojave, officials in southern Nevada issued an air quality advisory becaljse
of smoke from the fire more than 200 miles awdye Tlark County Department of Air Quality said air was


http://www.desertdispatch.com/news/20160808/pilot-fire-update-voluntary-evacuations-near-lake-arrowhead-at-deer-lodge-park
http://www.desertdispatch.com/news/20160808/pilot-fire-update-voluntary-evacuations-near-lake-arrowhead-at-deer-lodge-park

unhealthy for sensitive groups, including young children, senior citizens and people with respiratory prdplem
and cardiac disease.

Like some of the state's other fires this summer, the blaze bueae@ popular recreation area. But
Silverwood Lake's waters had been closed to swimming, fishing and boating smcé #ecause of an algae
bloom.

Another 12 engines, two crews, two tenders, one dozer and three chief officers had also been detieate to
efforts.

Road closures were in place between Highway 138 and State Route 173.

A Red Cross evacuation center was set lRaaitcherdVliddle Schoolat 17607 Ranchero Rd. Large animals
could be taken to thBanBernardinoFairgroundsat 14800 7th St. iWictorville.

http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Rifte-BurnsnearLake-Silverwood389421881.html

Pilot Fire has burned 4500 acres wittb% containment; firefighters and helicopters

working around the clock
Highland News
PostedAugust 8, 20162:14 PM

The fire has burned 4,500 acres with 5% containment. US&$SBernardino County Fire, #S B C Sabd
CalFire are in unified command, dedliimg every possible resource to the containment of this fire.
Firefighters have been working around the clock, along with two #SBCSD-araigping helicopters to
contain the fire.

EVACUATIONS:

MANDATORY: Highway 173 from 138 to Arrowhead Lake Road #rdowhead Lake Road from 173 to
Hesperia Lake (25 homes)

VOLUNTARY: Mojave River east to Kiowa Road. Spillway north to Rock Springs Road (150 homes)

ROAD CLOSURES:
Hwy 173 is closed between SB8 and Arrowhead Lake Road

Forest roads 2N33, 2N17X, 2N36ch2N37 are closed
Miller Canyon OHV Area is closed

SHELTERS:
An American Red Cross human shelter is open at Oak Hills High School, 7625 Cataba Road, Oak Hill

A County Animal Care and Control large and small animal shelter is open at the Devore 3iméite,
19777 Shelter Way, San Bernardino


http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/Pilot-Fire-Burns-near-Lake-Silverwood-389421881.html

Large and small animals are also being accepted at Victorville Fairgrounds, 14800 7th St Victorville. D¢
and cats require owners to provide a crate.

Follow San Bernardino County Fire, CAL FIRE San Bernardm@/Mono Unit on social media for more
updates.

http://www.highlandiews.net/news/crime and fire/pHfite-hasburnedacreswith-containmenfirefighters
andhelicopters/article Ofb5a6bRdad11e697f7-5775e792¢606.html

At fairgrounds, a command post for Pilot Fire emerges

Trailer offices, mobile kitchen, showers, bsnlkeverything you can think of'

Shea Johnson, Victor Valley Daily Press
Posted: August,8016 3:18 PM
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A trailer in the south parking lot at the High Desert Event Center, where authorities are establishing a command pasipbasdsign that
reds Al unch e sShea dohnsdvi,daily Argss

VICTORVILLE®O The Hi gh Desert Event Cefladges colnsand post forshe
Pilot Fire began late Monday morning.

Trailers were hauled in to be temporary administrative offiomsaple cell towers were likely next and a
mobile kitchen staffed by inmate fire crews would serve firefighters the right amount of calories for prog
nutrition.

Thereds a shower unit, a formula for lOpeeple)nany
climatecontrolled trailers with bunks, large tents, extra fire hoses and sufficient paper for

officerelatedwork.i They | i terally e San&8drandisoCounty Firespakesman Ere
Sherwin said, adding that this facilitylwi ulti mately boast fieverythi

As more than 560 firefightes a figure still growing Monday afternodn battled an expanding blaze
wreaking havoc east of Silverwood Lake in the San Bernardino National Forest, the hub of operational
ad i vity was being established about 25 mil es
and concerts, but a location that is also ideal for authorities in that it provides ample space.

Agency vehicles were quickly becomingmoreévisl e i n the south parking
were parked parallel to the south gate. A bulldozer towed by a trailer sat closer to the entrance.



http://www.highlandnews.net/news/crime_and_fire/pilot-fire-has-burned-acres-with-containment-firefighters-and-helicopters/article_0fb5a6b0-5dad-11e6-97f7-5775e792c606.html
http://www.highlandnews.net/news/crime_and_fire/pilot-fire-has-burned-acres-with-containment-firefighters-and-helicopters/article_0fb5a6b0-5dad-11e6-97f7-5775e792c606.html

Here, several dozgpeople will handle operations, planning, logistics and financing (ex@gnse is
tracked). Also here, firefighters on-hdur rotations will come for staging, awaiting their assignments, foof,
bathing and rest. Some will sleep here, Sherwin said, while others will stay at hotels.

sion in | opesficefightersabkbesaader [ ed
e command postods | ogistics chief. t 0

|l ogistics team preorders what theyol|l f
t e a ms || addpttcenyeét new requirements as the situation evolves. Briefings will be frequent during [fjwo
planning cycles each day. The cycles, ishb2r increments, begin at 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

The recurrent briefings also will assess the progress toward knativigthe fire, factoring in firefighter
fatigue, said Liz Brown, spokeswoman for CalFire in San Bernardino.

On early Monday afternoon, firefighters wa@ntinuing efforts to reinforce containment lines, taking
advantage of the lesser winds and humiditficials said.

Brown said windblown embers were the biggest threat, hinting at their ability to pose an invisible peril,
juxtaposition to the visible flames that most would consider a signal of danger.

|l t0s because of embteor ss nohkaet ffoirr edsa ywsi |a n dc ownetei knsif ea
As he provided a tour of the nascent command post, Sherwin said the Pilot Fire will likely not be declarnpd oL
until the wetting rains in December.

Later, teams will plant vegetation and religdiie affected areas to aid future fire prevention.

AWe put the fire out , oplusafterthefirefightera hade,left, iha areh is stil beifjop
managed in some fashion or another. o

U.S. Forest Service spokesman John Millersailde | ast few years have bripu:
Avery unpredictabl e a ntte odgapingg®ugla.He said Manday it wanfar 00 | d u
early to diagnose how long the battle to control the Pilot Fire would take or how locgntineand post

would be up and running.

at tohuerr edorso naen, 0e nheer gseanicdy. .f L a nl ddf nyd
e out flying, we canodt. o

Meanwhil e, a unified command of the U. . Foregt
were leading the fight Monday.

Agenciescanengageinioni f i ed command and then disengage n
being impacted by the fire.

http://www.vvdailypress.com/article/20160808/NEWS/1608097SEARCH



http://www.vvdailypress.com/article/20160808/NEWS/160809757/0/SEARCH

More than 5,300 people told to evacuate as Pilot fire grows

but they expect to be battling the blaze for at least a week.
Richard Brooks, Press Enterprise
Posted: August 8, 2016

A helipcopter drops water on a portion of the Pilot Fire in Summit Valley, Ca. on Monday, Augusst 8, 2016. The firerctentiedomn on
Sunday, August 7, and is currently at 5% containn@atah Alvaado, Contibuting Photographer

UPDATE (Tuesday, Aug. 9Nlearly7,000acresconsumedn Pilot fire:

Pilot fire only 6 percent contained by Tuesday morning. Firefighters work to keep flames away from hoijses,

At 10 square miles andawing, the first major Inland wildfire of the season is sweeping through the westprn

San Bernardino Mountains, where 5,300 mountain and desert residents have been told to flee.

Crews had been able to contain only 6 percent of the fire by sunrise Tuesday.

the night.

Al dm sure weol | be here at | east a week or
Marc Peebles of th8an Bermardino County Fire Department.

He stopped short of predicting when evacuees would be able to return home.

AAny ti me people are evacuated
homes for severalesdadys, mini mum, 0

The blaze began at 12:10 p.m. Sunday near the Miller Canyeig@hfvay Vehicle Area, just off the 138.
Because it began near the Pilot Rock Conservation Camp, it was named the Pilot fire.

The flames initially burned north and uphill, then coangd slowly downhill toward the desert.

For the first two days, firefighters were hampered by high winds, high temperatures and dry fuels.

On Monday, flames spread in all directions, fire officials said.

AfWe have had some e ast nwhead), bgtthe dominant(gtowtiwisnorthwakda k €

toward Hesperia, o public information officer

As night fell, a glow could be seen for miles. One aircraft using Night Vision was expected to work throifjgh


http://www.pe.com/articles/chewing-810137-mountains-cover.html

Upward of 843 federal, state and local firefighters were swarming the fire. And more were on the way. Ijlo
one has been hudand no buildings have burned.

Two areas are under mandatory evacuation: the Deer Lodge Park area of Lake Arrowhead, and a sectjpn of
Hesperia south of Ranchero Road between Santa Fe East and Arrowhead Lake Road.

An area of Hesperia from Rock Springs Readth to the Deep Creek Spillway on the Mojave River is unggr
voluntary evacuation. The eagest boundaries are between Kiowa Road and the Mojave River.

http://www.pe.com/dicles/ignited810068mondaybernardino.html

Southern California fire grows to nearly 6K acres as crews fight for containment

Andrew V. Pestano, Doug G. Ware and Shawn Pric&JPI News
Posted: August 9, 2016, 12:05 AM

-

Firefighters battle the PitdVildfire in Sn Bernardino County, Calif., on Monday, which is one of several fires burning across the state. Offiffials
said Monday that the cause of the fire is unknown and no injuries have been reported. PhotoSmuBesgardino Fire Department

SAN BERNARDINO , Calif., Aug. 8 (UPI}- An aggressive wildfire in Southern California has quickly
scorched more than 6,300 acres and has prompted authorities to order mandatory and voluntary evacyggtion
thousands of homes, fire officials said Monday.

The evacuations were ordered for the Summit Valley area in San Bernardino Caloayt 75 miles
northeast of downtown Los Angeles. The blazdled the Pilot Firehas so far burned more than 6,300 acrep
with only 6 percent containment, officials saidiMiay.

The fire began about noon Sunday east of Highway 138 and Silverwood Lake, and smoke advisories were
issued for the Mojave Desert area. Officials said 840 firefighters with bulldozers, helicopters and tankelp has
been deployed to combat the flames.

Despite the fire's large size and expanding danger, no injuries and no structural damage has so far bee
reported.

"Because of the aggressive attack by our firefighters, we were able to protect homes," said Bob Poole,||J.S.

Forest Service spokesman. "Taeglysd they're highly trained, they're highly motivated and they're doing
an incredible job in difficult conditions."


http://www.pe.com/articles/ignited-810068-monday-bernardino.html

There have been, however, a few close calls. Officials said Monday that firefighters worked through thejnigh
to keep one home away frothe flames near Highway 173, t8an Bernardino Sun reported

The National Wildfire Coordinating Group warned residents to avoid using hobby drones, as they "poséfa
major safety threat to firefighting pilots and firefighters."

"When a hobby drone isdivn into a fire area, incident commanders have no choice but to suspend air
operations and ground aircraft until the drone is removed from the area," the N§U{iG a statementA
collision could easily result in major damage to our aircraft, injuodbe pilot and crew on board as well as
firefighters below, and worse, a midair collision."

The fire died down a bit overnight, officials said, but picked back up after dawn due to hot temperaturegjand
wind gusts in the San Bernardino Mountain region.

The cause of the fire is not yet known.

The Pilot fire is jusbne of several burninig the Golden State. The Soberanes Fire in Northern California
hasdestroyed more than 60,000 acaesl is at just 45 percent containment, officials said Monday. It has
destroyed nearly 70 structuréd]ed one persomand injured three.

The Soberanes fire was sparked by an illegal campfire.

http://www.upi.com/Top News/US/2016/08/08/Pikite-in-SanrBernardineCountyburns1500acres
mandatoryevacuation®rdered/4011470652963/



http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2016/08/08/Pilot-Fire-in-San-Bernardino-County-burns-1500-acres-mandatory-evacuations-ordered/4011470652963/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2016/08/08/Pilot-Fire-in-San-Bernardino-County-burns-1500-acres-mandatory-evacuations-ordered/4011470652963/

Fire officials say fire activity starting to 'pick up'
Spokesman admits math error, shiaze just under 7,000 acres

Victor Valley Daily Press
PostedAugust9, 2016,6:54 AM

Flamesfrom the Pilot Fire ragein SummitValley on Monday.JameQuigg, Daily Press

HESPERIAS Fire officials said at 8 a.m. they are already seeing the blaze pafkengalming down
overnight due to low winds and temperatures that dipped into the low 60s.

San Bernardino County Fire spokesman Eric Sherwin said fire crews are expecting another morning of ffjow
humidity and strong winds to pick up by noon.

Sherwin adnited a math mistake when telling the Daily Press that the blaze had grown to 7,522 acres
following a staff briefing a little after 6:30 a.m.

Sherwin said the correct figures for the blaze Tuesday morning are 6,963 acres and 6 percent containrjent.

ATodvaey wi | | have aircraft back on the fire worifir
currently have 934 personnel assigned to the incident. We will have six air wing tankers, two very largefair
tankers and seven helicopters supporting igroaps.

Residents awoke Tuesday morning to a much clearer sky, as smoke from the Pilot Fire appeared greajjy
reduced from the previous two days.

The blaze grew from 4,500 acres to nearly 6,300 acres on Monday, causing authorities to evacuate 50{) hon
in southeast Hesperia, along with other evacuations, including a mandatory evacuations in Lake Arrow(jead
al so. Mondayds total of mandatory and voluntarny

An update on any additional evacuations was not available Tuesatayng.

r ec tnioont hoefa stth ed bSlhaezrewviins stad dn o ffitHmn

AfiThe domi nant d
f re on all sides. 0

[
growth of the [
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Neighborhoods in the evacuation zone east of Santa Fe Avenue and south of Ranchero Road were quit, b
was easy to see by the number of cars in driveways that many residents had elected to disregard the
mandatory evacuation order that authorities implemented Monday afternoon.

Although Damon Road and Paisley Avenue south of Hesperia had been closediogtiapel strung across
lanes, many other streets south of Ranchero were open and residents were leaving for work.

Hesperia and Apple Valley schools are closed today, and a smoke advisory remains in effect for the erffire
Victor Valley.

At 6:50 a.m. thergvas no update to the incident command report on the massive fire, which began movifg
swiftly toward Lake Arrowhead, Crestline and Hesperia on Monday afternoon.

More than 840 personnel and 91 engines are battling the blaze, along with eight helicopiteas, @inkers
and 14 fire crews.

This story will be updated throughout the day as more information becomes available.

http://www.vvdailypress€om/news/20160809/firefficials-sayfire-activity-startingto-pick-up

Pilot fire fight could be hampered by weather, containment stalls at 6 percent

Anne Millerbernd , The PressEnterprise
and Beatriz Valenzuelg San Bernardino Sun
PostedAugust 9, 8:3 AM
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Firefighters work to save a hatbzen homes along Highway 173 that are threatened Monday, Aug. 8, 2016, by the Pilot fire in Summit Vall(fy
near Silverwood Lake. (Photo by Will Lester/Inland Valley Daily Bulletin)

The flames chewing at vegetationthe San Bernardino Mountains have grown to cover 6,963 acres as 0
Tuesday morning, and firefighters say the blaze remains about 6 percent contained.

Nobody has been injured, and no structures have been lost in the Pilot fikasddrnardino Courty Fire
Battalion Chief Marc Peebles.

The number of firefighters at the blaze has also grown from 843 Monday night to 934, Peebles said.

As of Tuesday morning, about 5,300 people were told to evacuate, he said. No new areas were evacugted.


http://www.vvdailypress.com/news/20160809/fire-officials-say-fire-activity-starting-to-pick-up

Both Hespea and Apple Valley school districts have called off classes for Tuesday because of the fire.

Officials put Deer Lodge Park under mandatory evacuation Tuesday morning. Peebles said that area hjd nc
burned since the Pinnacles fire in 2006.

The Silverwood_ake area, where the Pilot Fire ignited Sunday afternoon, has seen even less fire activit
through the years, he said.

ARnThe area wherthatheddesmOtstlratxeda strong burn [[hi

That part of t he mo uanywhearerfream 50 0 FSyéars, shieleS Foeedt Seavioee Ji n
spokesman John Miller.

That means the thick buildup of drouglried vegetation in that area will burn hotter and spread flames
faster.

Tuesdayodos forecast f or t hearesareegectdtoreath asleghps90 b lfe n
southeast of Hesperia, the National Weather Service reports. The high temperatures will be accompani(ed by
low humidity levels and wind gusts potentially reaching 30 mph.

Peebles said the fire died down overnightjck is common as temperatures lower and humidity increases
but officials expect the flames to become more active once again as the day goes on.

http://www.sbsun.com/generakbws/20160809/pilafire-fight-could-be-hampereeby-weathercontainment
stallsat-6-percent
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Pilot Fire Grows, More Evacuations Ordered
Z107.7 News
PostedAugust 9 2016

Phobs courtesy Morongo Valley Fire Department

At nearly 7,000 acres and growing, the APil ot
6 percent of the fire by sunset Monday. On Mondayf | ames spread in all di
have had some eastward growth (toward Lake Arrowhead), but the dominant growth is northward towa
Hesperia, 0 publ iEnrc Sherwin eaidmmut ® mnm Mandlal. Upward of 843 fetestamte
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