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The Arrest of
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Organized claim-jumping at Searles Lake in 1910 led
to the arrest of Wyatt Earp at Slate Range City. The
start of the little-remembered “Potash Wars” eventu-
ally led to the founding of Trona and the industrial
development of Searles Valley. Russell Kaldenberg
will tell the tale in “The Arrest of Wyatt Earp at Slate
Range City and the Beginning of the Potash Wars.”

Russell Kaldenberg is a principal for ASM Affiliates, a
cultural resources management firm, managing their
Rocky Mountain Division in Cheyenne, Wyoming. He
retired from federal service as the Base Archaeologist
for China Lake Naval Air Weapons Station and spent
most of his career with the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in California. He received his Masters Degree in
Anthropology from San Diego State University and is
on the Board of Directors for the Mojave Desert Heri-
tage and Cultural Association in Gofls, California.
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