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FROM: KATHLEEN ROLLINGS-McDONALD, Executive Officer
TO: LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION

SUBJECT: Environmental Determination — Modification of LAFCO Schedule of
Fees, Deposits, and Charges

The Local Agency Formation Commission is currently considering the revision of its
“Schedule of Fees, Deposits, and Charges” which help support the services it provides
to the County, cities, towns, special districts, and citizens of San Bernardino County.
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines
provide a statutory exemption for the review and modification of fee and rate schedules.
Specifically, Section 21080(b)(8) of CEQA and Section 15273(a) of the CEQA
Guidelines provide for such statutory exemptions if such rates or charges are for the
purpose of: (1) meeting operating expenses, including employee wage rates and fringe
benefits; (2) purchasing or leasing supplies, equipment, or materials; and (3) meeting
financial reserve needs and requirements, etc.

Section 15273(c) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the Commission make findings
regarding such an exemption indicating specifically the basis for the claim of exemption.
Staff recommends that the Commission make the findings required by Section 15273(c)
of the CEQA Guidelines as follows:

a. Filing and processing fees are authorized by Government Code Section
56383 to cover the estimated reasonable cost of providing the service; and,

b. The rates and charges identified in the Schedule of Fees, Deposits, and
Charges are for the purpose of: (1) meeting operating expenses, including
employee wage rates and fringe benefits; (2) purchasing or leasing supplies,
equipment, or materials; and (3) meeting financial reserve needs and
requirements.

Staff recommends that the Commission determine this action is statutorily exempt from
CEQA for the reasons outlined in the State CEQA Guideline Section cited above. The
Commission is required to file a Notice of Exemption with the Clerk to the Board within



five working days of its action to approve the Schedule modifications. A copy of this
exemption shall be retained in the LAFCO file to serve as verification of this evaluation
and as the CEQA environmental determination record.
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