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INYO COUNTY 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE 
 

BIG PINE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
181 North Main Street 

Big Pine, CA 
 

May 24, 2010 
QI Committee --5:00 p.m. 

EMCC -- 6:00 p.m. 
 

A G E N D A 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MARCH 22, 2010 MINUTES 
 
III. ICEMA UPDATE 

A. Personnel Update 
 
IV. EMS SYSTEM MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

A. ALS/BLS Reports 
B. Base Hospital Report 
C. ePCR Update 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
 A. Symons Ambulance 

B. Letter of Support to ICEMA – EMT-I requirement 
C. Implementation of 2010 EMT Regulations 
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 A. Ambulance Rates Ordinance 
 B. Radio Narrow Banding Requirement – Lt. Keith Hardcastle 
 C. ICEMA Fee Schedule 2010/2011 
 D. Nasal Administration of Medications 
 E. Protocols 
  1. Reference #1050 MICN Certification Requirements 
  2. Reference #1080 Flight Nurse Authorization 
  3. Reference #6050 Pulse Oximetry Service Provider Requirements 
  4. Reference #6080 Paramedic Blood Draw for Chemical Test at the Request 

of a Peace Officer 
5. Reference #8010 Interfacility Transfer Guidelines 
6. Reference #9020 Physician on Scene 
7. Reference #9040 Reporting Incidents of Suspected Abuse 
8. Reference #9050 Organ Donor Information 
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VII. OTHER/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
VIII. COMMITTEE MEMBER REQUEST FOR TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
IX. NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Inyo County Emergency Medical Care Committee (EMCC) meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.  If 
assistive listening devices or other auxiliary aids or services are needed in order to participate in the public meeting, requests 
should be made through the Inland Counties Emergency Medical Agency at least three (3) business days prior to the EMCC 
meeting.  The telephone number is (909) 388-5823, and office is located at 515 North Arrowhead Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 
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INYO COUNTY EMCC MEETING 
Northern Inyo Hospital 

 
MINUTES 

March 22, 2010 
 
Voting Members Present:  
Paul Postle, Chairperson So. Inyo Fire Prot. District, Chief paul2701@wildblue.net 
Judd Symons, Vice Chair Symons Emergency Specialties, Inc. juddsymons@aol.com 
Phil Ashworth   Independence Fire Department  philinyo@usamedia.tv 
Le Roy Kritz   Lone Pine Fire Department, Chief LChief2401@lonepinetv.com  
Steven Davis   Olancha Cartago Fire Dept., Chief olanchafire@aol.com 
Andrew Stevens  Northern Inyo Hospital   Andrew.stevens@nih.org 
Mike Patterson   Sierra Life Flight, Program Director mike@sierraaviation.com 
Martha Reynolds  Northern Inyo Hospital   marthareynolds@nih.org 
Jean Turner   Health & Human Services, Director jturner@inyocounty.us 
 
Voting Members Absent:  
Dr. Michael Dillon  ER Physician    MichaelDillon@qnet.com 
Lloyd Wilson   Big Pine Fire Department, Chief  dlwilson41@msn.com  
Joe Cappello   Independence Fire Department  jcappello@cebridge.net 
Lee Barron   Southern Inyo Hospital   leebee40@aol.com 
 
Other Attendees: 
Diane Fisher   ICEMA     DFisher@cao.sbcounty.gov 
Gina Ellis   ICHHS, Recording Secretary  gellis@inyocounty.us 
Marty Fortney   Inyo County Supervisor   marty@aberdeenresort.com 
Rick Johnson, MD  ICHHS, Public Health   drrickjohn@gmail.com 
Tamara Cohn   ICHHS, Public Health   tcohn@inyocounty.us 
Edward Soto   CDPH, EPO    Edward.Soto@cdph.ca.gov 
Ray G. Seguine   Bishop Fire Department   Seguine@ca-bishop.us 
David Calloway   Big Pine Fire Department   
Linda Tripoli   Hosp. Assoc. of So. Ca. ReddiNet Ltripoli@hasc.org 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairperson, Paul Postle, called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 25, 2010 MINUTES 

 
Motion Steven Davis to approve the January 25, 2010 minutes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

III. ICEMA UPDATE 
 

A. Personnel Update – Diane Fisher gave update on new ICEMA staff. 
 

1. Secretary to Virginia – Jacquie Martin. 
2. Trauma Nurse – Christine Yoshida-McMath 
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B. ICEMA San Bernardino County Rate Setting Policy 

 
Diane went over the document included in packet titled “ICEMA Ambulance Rate Setting 
Policy - San Bernardino County”.  She reported that the rate setting policy was effective 
as of March 1, 2010.  She added that these increases should bring San Bernardino County 
up to a comparable rate.   

 
C. San Bernardino County Air RFP 
 

San Bernardino County will go out with an RFP for exclusive operating areas for rotary 
air providers.  Diane gave a brief explanation of the RFP and added that the process 
involves many steps and is quite lengthy.   
 

D. King Airway Survey 
 

Everyone completed the survey. 
 

E. EMS MISS Status Report 
 
Diane requested feedback on how the local agencies would like to set up training 
their training.  Mike Patterson offered the use of his facility.  Webcam training 
was suggested, but it was decided that the training would be more effective if it 
was hands on.  There are practice reports that can be utilized.  A member of the 
group asked if there was literature available that could help with learning the 
basics.  A comment was made that Mark Roberts, ICEMA, has been an excellent 
resource and is always available.  ICEMA is putting together an RFP for new 
software since Healthware has sold.  Diane explained where the funds came from, 
and added that the funds can only be used to purchase items that enhance the 
system in San Bernardino County.  ICEMA will let the group know when the 
vendors schedule demonstrations.  Andrew Stevens asked if stimulus money for 
electronic medical records had been explored and said that it would be nice if 
ICEMA can see the hospital data; he will provide Diane with the data. 
 

IV. EMS SYSTEM MANAGEMENT REPORTS 
 

A. ALS/BLS Reports 
 

Inyo County ALS & BLS Run reports for January 2010 – February 2010 were handed 
out.  It was noted that Big Pine, Lone Pine and Independence have not updated their 
Scantron data, so their information is not up to date.    

 
B. Base Hospital Report 

 
The base hospital report will be available at next meeting. 

 
C. ePCR Update 

 
This item was addressed earlier in the meeting.     
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V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Annual EMCC Report 
 

Paul Postle distributed the final version of the 2008 Annual Report to the committee.  The 
report will be sent to ICEMA electronically so it can be posted on their website.  He 
spoke about presenting the report to the Inyo County Board of Supervisors.  He added 
that future Annual Reports should be easier to generate since the shell of the report has 
already been completed with this report.  Motion Paul Postle, second LeRoy Kritz to 
approve and present the 2008 Inyo County Emergency Medical Care Committee Annual 
Report to the Inyo County Board of Supervisors.  Motion carried unanimously.   

B. Mass Casualty Trailer Items – HPP Funds (see 01/25/2010 minutes) 
 

Tamara Cohn, Inyo County Public Health, requested that Mass Casualty trailers be 
removed as an agenda item for future agendas, and be replaced with HPP issues and 
updates.  Edward Soto, California Department of Public Health, Emergency Preparedness 
Office was introduced.  The annual hospital drill will take place on November 18, 2010.  
Preparation for the drill will begin in early summer.  A preliminary draft of the exercise 
may be ready by the May meeting for the committees review.  There was discussion on 
NIMS 300, 400 training, and that volunteers need the basics training which is 100, 200, 
700.  Tamara thanked the providers that helped with the facility assessments to gather 
and collect data.  Public Health will make reference sheets to determine how facilities 
will or could be used.  Work still needs to be done in Independence and Death Valley. 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. EMT-I National Registry Exam Results 
 
National Registry EMT-B Pass Rates by School for calendar year 2009 were 
handed out.  The information on the report was reviewed and discussed.  The 
report has all of the training schools and their pass/fail rates.  The report does not 
reflect how many people actually took the class.  It appears that the data for Cerro 
Coso Community College is a combined total for Bishop and Mammoth 
campuses.  Leroy Kritz, Lone Pine Volunteer Fire Department, spoke about those 
who took the class but did not go any further with the process because of the 
change of regulations.  The group expressed great concern with how the 
requirements have been detrimental to the volunteer agencies with both 
recruitment and retention.  It was said that soon there would be no one to respond 
to emergency calls.  The group spoke about what can be done by Inyo County and 
ICEMA to find an effective platform to voice concerns that will actually make a 
difference.  Many suggestions were made on how to proceed.  The Committee 
decided to formally request support from ICEMA by sending a letter to Virginia 
Hastings that could be taken before the Commission.  Additionally, the 
Committee should make one page with talking points that are easy to understand 
and clearly identify what the Committee is in opposition to.  Jean Turner, Inyo 
County Health and Human Services is willing to draft and send out to Committee 
Members for editing, giving a week or two to respond.  Creation of a Strategy 
Subcommittee was suggested.  Those who volunteered to sit on the subcommittee 
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included:  Judd Symons, Steve Davis, Jean Turner, Phil Ashworth, Paul Postle, 
and Andrew Stevens.  Motion Mike Patterson to adopt a Strategy subcommittee 
led by Steve Davis.  Motion carried unanimously.  Gina Ellis will send Steve 
Davis the names and e-mail addresses of the subcommittee members.  A 
suggested was made to have stakeholders sign on to the letter. 

 
B. Change in Ambulance Services – Judd Symons 

 
Judd Symons, Symons Ambulance, reported to the Committee about financial 
cuts that have impacted his service.  He is cutting down to one ambulance, which 
is the ALS ambulance; the BLS unit will not be running.  He stated that the cut 
was 28%, 57% is Medicare, and that approves dropped $150/call.  The first out 
unit is covering everything in town which effects how Symons responds to calls.  
The group asked questions, and there was discussion on private insurance, 
collection rates and raising fees.  Raising fees and the Consumer Price Index is up 
to the County.  The collection rate for Symons was $.51 on the dollar, but will 
now be more like $.30-$.40.  Judd added that mutual aid would be needed from 
other providers.  Assistance in Mono County can still be provided, but Symons 
will now be a backup.  Mono County will need to be called first.  The effective 
date for these changes is March 16, 2010.  He said that staff would be laid off.  
There have been discussions between Symons and Bishop Fire Department on the 
impact of these changes, which have had, or will have a ripple effect on the other 
providers who are now providing assistance in areas they haven’t in the past.  The 
ambulance rates ordinance and Symons ambulance should be items on the May 
agenda.  Jean Turner and Marty Fortney, Inyo County Supervisor, will work on 
the ambulance rate schedule and the presentation of the schedule to the Inyo 
County Board of Supervisors. 
 

C. DOJ Background Checks for EMT-I’s 
 

A memo from ICEMA dated February 19, 2010 was included in the packet.  Diane 
explained the change in regulations, and there was group discussion.  It was questioned 
why one LiveScan couldn’t be used for everything and the cost associated with the need 
for multiple LiveScans for different agencies 

 
D. 2010 EMS Provider of the Year 

 
Steve Davis gave a brief background on 2010 EMS Provider of the Year 
Nominee, Katrina Haughton, stating that she has taught and trained and gone 
above and beyond for many years.  Motion Martha Reynolds to name Katrina 
Haughton as 2010 EMS Provider of the Year.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
VII. OTHER/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
VIII. COMMITTEE MEMBER REQUEST FOR TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 Ambulance rates ordinance  
 Symons Ambulance 
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 Regional Trauma Coordinating Committee 
 Letter to ICEMA 
 Keith Hardcastle to attend to give presentation on Broadband service throughout Inyo 

County by 2013 
 Agenda items that need to be sent should be sent at least two weeks in advance 

 
IX. NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION 
 

Monday, May 24, 2010, Big Pine Fire Department 
Q.I. 5:00 p.m. 
EMCC 6:00 p.m. 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion Andrew Stevens to adjourn the meeting of the EMCC at 8:50 p.m.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
















































































































