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San Bernardino County’s Stormwater Program Receives Award for the Best Outreach Project in California 
The California Stormwater Quality Association (CASQA) recently awarded the San Bernardino County Stormwater Program its first ever Statewide award for the best public outreach project.   This award was given to the County and the 16 cities involved in the project for their outstanding work on partnering with businesses to educate the public about issues related to stormwater pollution.  
The success of the program was based upon a collaborative effort between the County’s public education team and key business retail sectors in the region including home improvement stores, paint stores, nurseries, and pet stores. A wide variety of businesses ranging from PETsMart to Home Depot and Lowe’s to Dunn-Edwards and Sherwin-Williams helped to make the public education campaign a success.  
The project focused on working with businesses to place information in their stores to educate residents about pollution prevention. The information placed included tip cards that included simple pollution prevention techniques; tear off pads that residents could take to locate free waste drop off sites; and posters listing hotlines to report illegal and obtain additional information. In addition, store staffs were educated regarding the key issues and assisted in passing out information to customers undertaking home improvement project that may result in stormwater pollution.
The San Bernardino County Stormwater Program store outreach campaign was not only effective in the widespread distribution of the pollution prevention message, but also helped change residents habits.  The results of a 2005 survey show that County residents are 16% more likely to pick up after their dog and 7% more likely to use non-toxic substances in their garden in comparison to the same survey that was conducted in 2002.  
“The CASQA award is indicative of both the success of the program as well as the willingness and concern of San Bernardino County residents to help prevent pollution in their neighborhoods,” said Matt Yeager Stormwater Program Manager for the County Flood Control District.
Stormwater pollution is created when water runoff (i.e., from rain or over watering of lawns, etc.) picks up any type of pollutant (e.g. litter, pesticides, paint, dog waste, etc.) and carries it into the storm drain. This runoff pollution then ends up in our lakes, rivers, or ocean without being treated. 
The San Bernardino County Stormwater Program is a cooperative effort including the Flood Control District, the County of San Bernardino, and the cities of Big Bear Lake, Chino, Chino Hills, Colton, Fontana, Grand Terrace, Highland, Loma Linda, Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Redlands, Rialto, San Bernardino, Upland, and Yucaipa.  For more information regarding the Stormwater Program, learn about pollution prevention, or to report illegal dumping, visit the program Web site at www.sbcounty.com/stormwater, call (909) 387-8109 or email stormwaterinfo@dpw.sbcounty.gov. 
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