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DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
1st District Advisory Committee Forum 

  
Date: September 15, 2010 

Location: 12625 Hesperia Road, A-11, Victorville 
Chair/Recorder Bill Swift/Chris Croteau 

 
 

Present:    Bill Swift, Andre Bossieux, Jenae Tucker, Stephen Garrett, Karen P. Auther-Wilcher, Trish Odoh, Julieanne Collins 
Absent:     Gary Atkins, David Denkers, David Ford. Gabriel Gonzales 

Agenda Item Discussion Action/Responsible 
Person 

DAC Forum  Bill opened this gathering advising he wanted the DAC to be more of a 
public forum with individuals with a stake in this community (i.e. mental 
health service providers) and issue presented to the panel of attendees 
and discussion leading to needs and/or solutions for this district.  
 

 

Items    
Homeless Population Bill asked the members if we had sufficient housing for the homeless 

population with mental health issues.  Bill went on to say he had invited 
the clinic supervisor of the Homeless Program who told Bill he would not 
attend, as he does not see any need for it.   
 

 

TAY Homeless Andre spoke about the TAY population and advised there is a need for 
housing and he consistently hears this from his County partners in CFS 
and Probation.  Andre advised the biggest challenge is getting the client 
qualified. 
 
Andre stated some of his programs have relaxed some of the 
requirements, specifically an identifiable mental health diagnosis.  The 
MHSA housing carve-out allows us to utilize out-reach and engagement 
funds.  Through the Housing First model, staffs are able to go out and 
draw the clients into our services and housing was the lure to do that.  
The premise is the TAY client can have housing if they engage in the 
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DBH program (i.e. wellness group, alcohol and drug counseling, et al).  
Due to this stance, the program has had great success; SBC is the only 
county program in the state that does this. 
 
A highlight for the DBH TAY program is a shelter bed program for 
pregnant and mothering TAY 
 
Andre stated all his providers in Hesperia and Victorville are at capacity 
right now.  The challenge with housing is the STAR program and the lack 
of high desert providers for those clients.  Andre advised a RFQ will be 
sent out soon specifically for the high desert and DBH plans to hold 
related RFQ meetings in the high desert area.  The funds are available 
for the next 3-years cycle. 
 
Andre advised DBH has specific TAY providers who do B&C.  This 
enables clients placed in facilities with vendors able to deal with the TAY 
population and prevents situations when multiple generations live in one 
location.  
 
Andre suggested that Doug Fazekas attend a DAC or Mental Health 
Commission meetings to provide information and timelines relating to 
housing projects. 
 

Gilbert Facility Andre stated the demo is completed.  The facility will be a crisis 
residential attached to a One-Stop TAY Center when completed. 
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RFQ Information Andre advised the County has a link on their website to register and 
receive all SBC’s RFP.  Andre added if an individual/vendor is interested 
in only DBH requests he has established a mailing list and if they send 
him the information, can add their name 
 

 

High Desert RFQ Bill asked if this was a R&B versus a B&C.  Andre advised this is room 
and board; the shelter bed is under the classification of room and board.  
 

 

Homeless Count Trish stated she believes HUD conducts a yearly homeless count and if 
there is a question regarding the numbers we might want to contact them 
or aid them during the count. 
 

 

SBC Homeless Summit The Homeless Summit will be November 17 & 18, 2010.  He encouraged 
everyone to attend. 
 

 

 The meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  The next meeting tentatively scheduled for October 20, 2010, at 11:00 a.m.  
  

Bill Swift                           Chris Croteau, Recorder 
Bill Swift, Chairperson          Chris Croteau, Recorder 
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