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From the Icing Shingles to the Candy Cane Gables...
Mental Health Commission 1* Annual Gingerbread Clubhouse Building Contest

The Mental Health Commission hosted its 1* Annual Gingerbread Clubhouse Building Contest
this year at the Annual Tea and Awards Ceremony held on December 3, 2009. Clubhouses and
TAY’s from as far as Morongo Basin participated in the contest resulting in an amazing display
of creativity and inventiveness.

The Mental Health Commission purchased a pre-baked gingerbread house building kit for
each of the participating locations. It was explained in the contest rules that each submission
had to be edible and use every item provided in the kit. The locations had two weeks to
construct their clubhouses and have them delivered to the Behavioral Health Resource Center
(BHRC) the day prior to the function. The Mental Health Commission members judged the
submissions based on appearance, originality, and creativity.

The Amazing Place took the trophy for first place and will display the trophy at their
clubhouse. All the gingerbread clubhouses were raffled off to the attendees at the close of
the function.

Hopefully, the success of the contest will result in a tradition that will be celebrated for years
to come; a tradition that showcases the ingenuity and cohesiveness in our client population.
Wonderful job to all involved and a special thanks to Bob Sudol, Christian Heim, Claire Karp,
and Debbie Reno-Smith for acting as points of contact to our participants.

Our Clubhouse’s and TAY’s never cease to amaze us! Awesome job! We look forward to your
contribution next year! Who knows, could be a gingerbread house...could be something else.
You will have to come to the Mental Health Commission Annual Holiday Tea and Award
Ceremony to find out!
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