


San Bernardino County’s Newspaper

Saturday, July 18, 2009

i

lowers cost
for utilities

By James Rufus Koren
Staff Writer

Despite  Friday’s
weather, Maria Avila couldn’
wait to go back
kitchen, turn on the oven and
bake some chicken.

Her oven hasn’t worked in
quite a while. Neither have half
the burners on her stove.

As Avila waited in the side
yard of her San Bernardino
home, four workers were busy
inside, installing a new oven
and stove, a new refrigerator, a
new air conditioner and a new
threshold for the front door.

“I'm very happy,” Avila said
in Spanish, a wide grin on her
face. “I'm finally going to be
able to use my oven to make
some chicken.”

Avila and her family are the
beneficiaries of a state pro-
gram that pays for energy-effi-
cient home improvements —
including installing new appli-
ances, sealing doors and win-
dows and replacing or install-
ing  insulation — for
low-income families.

A federal program that does
the same kind of work got a
dramatic increase in funding
from this year’s federal stimu-
lus package. :

Through the stimulus pack-
age, the U.S. Department of
Energy will provide $9.1mil-
lion to the Community Action
Partnership of San Bernardino
County, the nonprofit agency
that runs the program locally,
through 2011.

That’s roughly $4 million a
vear, up from the Community
Action Program’s usual federal
grant of somewhere around
$300,000. That will let the
agency hire about 30 more
workers and work on between
1,200 and 1,500 more homes.

“Our outreach staff would, at
minimum, double,” said John
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Newcomb, program man-
ager for the Community
Action Partnership. “And for
field crews, we would add
somewhere between 10 and
15 additional workers.”

Officials in some states
and counties said they were
concerned they don’t have
enough demand for the pro-
gram.

“We are out of clients. We
need clients bad,” said Cade
Gunnells, . weatherizdtion
coordinator for three coun-
ties in central Alabama.

But that’s not the case in
San Bernardino County.

“We have not ever been
able to meet the demand in
terms of servicing everyone
who was qualified,” said
Patricia Nickols, chief execu-
tive officer of the Commu-
nity Action Partnership.

She and Newcomb said
they aren’t concerned about
finding qualified families.

“The (California Public

Utilities Commission) esti-
mated that over 1million peo-
ple qualified for this program
(statewide), and I think that’s a
conservative estimate,” New-
comb said.

The Community Action Part-
nership is always finding and
signing up families eligible for
new appliances or weatheriz-
ing — the process of making a
home more energy efficient by
sealing doors and windows,
among other things — because
it does weatherizing work
through a number of different
programs.

The federal program, even
with increased stimulus fund-
ing, is a relatively small part of
the Community Action Partner-
ship’s work.

“We're going to do 8,000 for
Southern Califoinia Gas Co.,”
Newcomb said. “We’ll do 1,500
for Southwest Gas (Corp.) and
about 2,500 for the state of
California.”

But the state and federal pro-
grams are the most intensive,
allowing qualifying families to

get new appliances and more !
work than typically available
through programs sponsored |

by gas companies and other
utilities.

That means, Nickols said,
her agency will be able to tar-
get homes most in need of
help.

“We are going to be looking
at homes where we'll be able to
g0 in and do the worst of the
worst,” he said. “We’ll take the
ones we can do the most for.”

Nationwide, the stimulus

package includes funding to

‘ make 1 million homes more

energy efficient, up from the

usual  140,000. Funding

increased to $4.7 billien for

2009, 2010 msa 2011, up

i from just $227million in
2008.




