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MOUNTAIN AREA SAFETY TASKFORCE 

The Mountain Area Safety Taskforce (MAST) is a coalition of local, state and federal government 
agencies, private companies and volunteer organizations in San Bernardino and Riverside 
counties—including the U.S. Forest Service, California Department of Forestry, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, San Bernardino County Fire Department, Southern California Edison, and 
CalTrans—that are concerned with public safety in the mountain areas of their respective 
jurisdictions.  
 
The taskforce was formed in 2004 following the catastrophic 2003 fire season to coordinate fire 
prevention efforts in response to the large number of trees dying from the combined effects of a 
prolonged drought and bark beetle infestation. As of April 2004, it was estimated that between 13 
million and 15 million trees were dead or dying within the San Bernardino National Forest alone, 
and that number increased as the bark beetle infestation spread. 
 

TREE REMOVAL 

Dead and dying trees pose an extreme fire danger and members of MAST began removing these 
trees under state and federal grants, including a $70 million grant from the USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. At the height of the program, Southern California Edison 
contractors were taking out 650 trees a day. More than one million dead, dying or diseased trees 
had been removed under the program as of March 2007. 
 
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY MAST  

MAST members in San Bernardino County, in conjunction with the San Bernardino County Fire 
Department, launched a two-year public outreach campaign in November 2006 to increase public 
awareness and to urge property owners in the San Bernardino and San Gabriel mountains to thin 
the trees and vegetation on their property to help make the forest more fire resistant. 
 
NEW FOCUS 

The focus of the tree removal program has now shifted to reducing ‘green fuel’ by thinning live 
trees in densely wooded areas. Property owners are being informed of the need to remove not just 
dead trees, but to thin the live trees and vegetation on their property to gain an upper hand on the 
bark beetle infestation and reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires like the Grand Prix and Old 
fires in 2003. 
 
WEBSITE 

For more information about MAST, visit www.calmast.org. 


