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Ovitt leads effort to promote safe and healthy schools

The Board of Supervisors voted today to apply for a $9 million grant from the federal
government to foster safe, healthy, and drug-free schools in San Bernardino County.

The grant funds from the U.S. departments of Education, Health and Human Services, and
Justice for the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative would be spread over four years, from
October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2013.

“Taking advantage of these funding opportunities allows the county to provide services that
might otherwise be unavailable during these difficult economic times,” said Supervisor Gary
Ovitt.

Participating county agencies would include the San Bernardino County Superintendent of
Schools, Gary Thomas, acting as the lead agency, with participation by the Sheriff, District
Attorney, Public Defender, Probation Department, and Behavioral Health Department.

The Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative would provide funding to implement a
comprehensive community-wide plan designed to create safe, respectful, and drug-free school
environments, promote social skills and healthy childhood development, and prevent youth
violence and the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs. It would also provide early childhood
social and emotional learning programs.
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