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Children

It is very important to expose your dog to children, whether you have them or not.  There will always be 
children in the neighborhood, riding bikes or skateboards or just playing in their yards.  Children move and act 
differently than adults and a dog that has not been exposed to them may not react properly.  If you have 
children, the task is an easy one.  The puppy and child will automatically be together. 
You will need to make sure that you supervise them at all times.  You will need
to teach the children how to react around animals and how to handle the
puppy.  If you do not have children, you should try to take your pup to
places where he can be around them.  For example, playgrounds,
parks or homes of friends that have children work well.  Let the
puppy get used to the noises and actions of kids and have fun
with them in a supervised setting.

Kindergarten

Believe it or not, almost all dog training clubs offer "puppy
kindergarten" classes.  These classes are excellent places
to start your puppy's training.  Not only can he start to learn
basic obedience, but the class is also a great placed to
socialize him.  The classes incorporate play time with
training and are a great way to start your pup on the road to
being a well-behaved dog.  Ask your vet, shelter, or local pet
store to recommend a training class and start your dog as soon
as you can.  As an added bonus, the training will help strengthen
your bond with your puppy.

Treat Him Like a Dog

Yes, he is the cutest thing you have ever seen, with a fuzzy face and eyes that make you melt.  However, do 
not give into temptation and let this little charmer rule you!  Whatever he is doing, you must stop and think "Will 
this still be cute when he is a full-grown dog?"  It is pretty harmless having a tiny pup jump up on you, but will it 
still be harmless when he is 100+ pounds?  So your pup likes to chew on your hand when he plays, but will 
that be ok when he can swallow your hand?  If you don't want your full-grown dog on the couch, then don't let 
him up there when he is a puppy.  It might make you laugh now if he growls to protect his food, but you won't 
be laughing about it when he is full-grown.  

Yes, this is a lot to think about!  Getting a puppy is a BIG responsibility!  You can still have fun with your puppy 
while setting boundaries for his behavior.  It is much easier to teach it right the first time than to have to correct 
bad habits later on. All of your time, patience, and hard work now will pay off for years to come and you will 
have a trustworthy, well-mannered companion.  Soon you will hear people passing you by saying, "Boy I wish 
my dog were like that!"   


