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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This report provides the results of a cultural resources site record search conducted for the 
Marathon Solar Project. The record search was conducted at the San Bernardino 
Archeological Information Center (SBAIC) by URS archaeologist Dustin Kay on September 
19, 2011. This summary of the record search results was prepared by URS Principal Project 
Manager and Principal Archaeologist, Craig Woodman, M.A., R.P.A. (2004). 

2.0 PROJECT SITE 

The Project site comprises approximately 154 acres in the Lucerne Valley, in the western 
Mojave Desert in unincorporated San Bernardino County. The site is located approximately 
six miles southeast of the intersection of State Routes 18 and 247, which occurs in the 
unincorporated town of Lucerne Valley. Access to the site can be achieved via Camp Rock 
Road, which forms the site’s eastern border. Joshua Avenue, an unpaved County road, forms 
the western border of the site. The site’s northern and southern borders are not marked by 
physical features. The site is located within Township 4 North, Range 1 East (San Bernardino 
Base and Meridian), within the Cougar Buttes USGS 7.5-minute series quadrangle. The site 
is nearly square, with the exception of a 300-foot by 600-foot indentation in the northeastern 
corner (see Figure 1).  

The project site is comprised of two adjacent parcels, both of which are currently 
unimproved and vacant. Both parcels are zoned LV/AG (Agriculture), which has a minimum 
10-acre lot size and is intended for commercial agricultural operations, agriculture support 
services, rural residential uses and similar and compatible uses. The site is privately owned, 
and is not within or adjacent to any designated sensitive resource areas, ecological reserves, 
or other formally protected lands. 

Elevations within the Project site range from approximately 3,240 to 3,346 feet above mean 
sea level, with the overall grade sloping gradually from the southeast to the northwest. The 
northern foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains, a major regional mountain range with 
elevations exceeding 11,000 feet, are located approximately three miles south of the site. The 
site exhibits micro topography associated with ephemeral drainage channels that traverse the 
site, but major landforms and topographic features are absent. The Project site surface is 
covered with pebbles and small cobbles that reflect the alluvial origins of the area.  

Much of the land surrounding the Project site has been subdivided into large residential lots 
for rural living, but only a few of these lots have been developed with residences. The closest 
residence to the Marathon site is located adjacent to the site’s western boundary, at the 
intersection of Joshua Avenue and Cochise Trail.  
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The Project site is characterized by relatively intact desert vegetation; creosote bush/white 
burr sage scrub occurs in all areas. Dominant species on-site include native shrubs such as 
creosote bush, white burr sage, cheesebush (Ambrosia [Hymenoclea] salsola var. salsola), 
and Mojave yucca (Yucca schedigera). Joshua trees are present. The understory is comprised 
mainly of non-native herbs such as red brome (Bromus madritensis ssp. rubens), red-stem 
fillaree (Erodium cicutarium), and Mediterranean grass (Schismus barbatus). Aside from 
common insects, a total of 12 wildlife species were observed by URS biologists on-site. The 
species detected were primarily common birds, mammals (mostly rabbits), and reptiles. 
Because the site does not support any unique or especially valuable habitat features, such as 
perennial sources of drinking water, it is unlikely that wildlife are attracted to the site. 

3.0 PREVIOUS STUDIES 

The site record search indicates that the Project site has not been previously surveyed for 
cultural resources; four previous studies have been conducted within one mile of the site. 
Attachment A contains a map of previous study locations and copies of the studies. The four 
studies conducted within a one-mile radius of the Project site (SBAIC survey record numbers 
1060544, 1061461, 1062993, and 1061121) include two small surveys adjacent to the project 
site, including a five-acre survey prepared in 1977 and a one-acre survey conducted in 1984; 
a 1993 survey of the SCE transmission line that runs along Camp Rock Road immediately 
adjacent to the Project site’s eastern border; and a 1981 survey of 11 miles of replacement 
water mains in the Lucerne Springs residential tract northwest of the project site.  

4.0 PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SITES 

No sites have been recorded in the site record search area. 

5.0 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Four surveys with negative results have been conducted adjacent to the Marathon Solar 
Project site in similar topographic situations. Although several surveys are dated, the 
consistent absence of cultural resources in this poorly-watered area is notable. In addition, 
although not a formal survey, URS Principal Archaeologist Craig Woodman walked several 
transects through the Marathon Solar Project site during a 2011 site visit and found no 
cultural resources. He also noted that, although the site surface contained abundant pebbles 
and cobbles, these were predominantly small and the overall impression was the site did not 
represent a good source of lithic raw material suitable for chipped stone reduction. As noted 
above, the lack of valuable habitat features such as water makes it unlikely that game and 
other wildlife would be attracted to the site. The negative results of past surveys coupled with 
the limited nature of onsite resources, including water, suggest that the Project site is unlikely 
to contain significant cultural resources that would yield important information about 
prehistory or history. No further archaeological work is recommended at this time; however, 
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if cultural resources are discovered during construction, the County should be contacted and 
a qualified archaeologist should record and evaluate the discovery and determine whether 
data recovery or other mitigation is required. 
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FIGURE 1 
TOPOGRAPHIC MAP OF PROJECT AREA 
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Figure 1. Topographic Map of Project Area
 Marathon Solar Project
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ATTACHMENT A 
PREVIOUS STUDIES 

 








