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Appendix G:  Cultural Report 
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Appendix G‐1:   Cultural Resources Inventory of the Claudia Claims and Archaeological 
Reconnaissance of Pluess‐Staufer Holdings 

 (Michael K. Lerch & Associates, 1984) 
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Appendix G‐2:  Archaeological Reconnaissance Report 
 (SBNF, 1998) 
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Appendix G‐3:  Updated Archaeological Reconnaissance Report 
(SBNF, 2010) 
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1. TITLE OF UNDERTAKING: Omya Butterfield 3 Quarry Expansion 

 

 

2. NAME OF REPORTER: Bill Sapp 

TITLE: Forest Archaeologist 

STATION:  Supervisor’s Office, San Bernardino National Forest 

ADDRESS: 602 S. Tippecanoe Avenue, San Bernardino, CA 92408 

 

NO. OF ASSISTANTS: 0 

NO. OF PERSON DAYS/HRS SPENT ON HRR: 2 

ACREAGE OR MILEAGE SURVEYED: 32 acres 

 

 

3. LOCATION OF UNDERTAKING: T3N, R1W, N ½ of SE ¼ of Section 23; USGS 7.5’ map, 

Fawnskin Quadrangle, 1996 

 

 

4. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF UNDERTAKING (describe areas which may be potentially 

impacted and how this impact may occur): Omya California, Inc., proposes to develop an 

open pit limestone quarry on claims it currently owns. The claims are located within the 

SBNF boundary. Portions of the survey area were previously surveyed for ARR 05-12-BB-

010 (1978) and ARR 05-12-BB-226 (1984). The entire Area of Potential Effect was not 

surveyed for this project because roughly half of the APE is currently an operating limestone 

quarry. The quarry portion of the APE was not surveyed.  

 

5. GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION (consider geology, hydrology, flora, fauna, 

and recent alterations):  Climate in the San Bernardino Mountains ranges from warm to hot 

and dry in the spring through early fall, and cool to cold during the late fall and winter. The 

area receives about 12 inches of annual precipitation primarily in the form of rain, although 

snow falls in the higher elevations during winter storms.  

 

Flora consists of an over-story of Jeffrey Coulter, and Ponderosa pine, and California black 

oak with an occasional sugar pine, white fir, incense cedar and bigcone Douglas fir. Brush 

species include manzanita, flamebush, and buckthorn. Ground cover is thick, made up of 

vetch, iris, dandelion, lupine, sunflowers, thistle, and annual grasses.  

 

Common animals adapted to this high mountain regime include black bear, black-tailed deer, 

bighorn sheep, mountain lion, coyote, bobcat, gray squirrel, raccoon, a host of smaller 

mammals, and a variety of birds, amphibians, and reptiles.  

 

Within the APE the vegetation consists primarily of Piñon Pine, most of which was 

destroyed by wildfire. The balance of the survey area is highly disturbed by prior surface and 

open pit mining activities.  
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6. PRE-FIELD RESEARCH: 

Prior to conducting fieldwork, a records search was conducted at the San Bernardino 

National Forest Supervisor’s Office, Heritage Resources, to determine if any historic 

properties or significant properties were within the area of potential effect (APE) or 

immediate vicinity.  

 

SOURCES OF DATA: 

 
a. X FOREST HERITAGE RESOURCE FILES 

b.  DISTRICT HERITAGE RESOURCE FILES 

c.  OTHER USFS FILES (Specify):  

d.  OTHER RECORDS (Specify): 

e.  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER (attach correspondence) 

f.  NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION 

g.  INFORMANTS: 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

TIME SPENT IN AREA: 

h. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLISHED OR UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS: 

AUTHOR: Bean, Lowell John, Sylvia Brakke Vane, Michael Lerch, and Jackson Young 

TITLE: Native American Places in the San Bernardino National Forest, San Bernardino and 

Riverside Counties, California. 

PUBLISHER/LOCATION: One file at the Supervisor’s Office, SBNF, San Bernardino. 

DATE: 1981. 

 

7.  OBSERVATIONAL EXPECTATIONS (cite appropriate references listed under 6f and 6g): 

 

 a.  Expected Prehistoric Land-Use: Predicted land use includes seasonal occupation sites, 

coinciding with hunting, gathering, and food processing areas. Expected site types under 

these conditions are seasonal habitations, lithic deposits, quarry sites, bedrock mortar 

processing locations and ceremonial activities related to rock art. 

 

b.  Ethnographic Group: The project areas are located within the traditional home of the 

Serrano Band of Mission Indians (Bean et al. 1981). 

 

c.  Prehistoric Complexes: Archaic groups (ca. 8,000-1,500 BP) probably exploited the 

general area for thousands of years, hunting deer, bighorn sheep, and other fauna, and 

harvesting acorns and other floral resources that occur in this mountain regime. Towards the 

end of the archaic period, a weapons-system shift from the atlatl to bow and arrow use 

occurred. Concurrent with the adaptation of the bow and arrow came a host of technological 

and cultural changes including the manufacture of ceramics, decreased nomadism, regional 

differentiation, and extensive trade networks. At the time of Euro-American contact, native 

people called Serrano (Spanish for “mountain people”) inhabited the San Bernardino 

Mountains. 
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d.  Expected Historic Land-Use: Documented historic land use includes, but is not limited to, 

lumbering, mining, ranching and livestock grazing, homesteading, transportation and 

irrigation systems, Civilian Conservation Corps activities during the 1930s, tourism, and 

recreation.  

 

e.  Expected Areas of Archaeological Sensitivity (if not adequately explained above): Areas 

of archaeological sensitivity include terraces above water courses, springs and creeks, 

landforms containing saddles, high points on ridges, rock outcrops, and slopes with less than 

22% gradient.  Archaeologically sensitive areas are anticipated near oaks and pines, near 

sources of water, near lithic sources suitable for tool use and manufacture, along crests of 

ridges that might provide access for hunting, trade, and communication, and near ridges and 

outcrops that might provide shelter.  

 

 f.  Special Problems Encountered in Pre-field Research: None.  

 

 

8.  FIELD RESEARCH: 

a. Type of Reconnaissance (single or mixed strategy): 
 Cursory   Complete 

 Intuitive Controlled  General 

 Intuitive Uncontrolled  Controlled Sample 

 

 b.  Rationale for Selection of Various Reconnaissance Types: N/A 

 

 c.  Coverage (describe the way the area was examined and attach coverage map showing 

extent and intensity of coverage): Complete survey consisted of zigzag pedestrian 

transects at 5 to 15 meter intervals throughout the Areas of Potential Effect.  

 

 d.  Portions of Affected Property Not Inspected (key to coverage map): 

 1. Location: N/A 

 2. Reason Not Inspected: N/A 

 

 e.  Portions of Affected Property Receiving Less Than A Complete Reconnaissance (key to 

coverage map): 

 1. Location: N/A 

 2. Reasons Not Completely Inspected: N/A 

 

9.  RESULTS 

 

 a.  HERITAGE RESOURCES RECORDED  (Historic and/or Prehistoric Properties or Sites; 

Attach archaeological or other appropriate site records and key to coverage map; 

List FS No., state trinomial, name, and brief description of the site): 

 No new heritage resources were recorded during this field investigation. 

 



USDA Forest Service ARR 05-12-BB-232 

San Bernardino National Forest June 11, 2010 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECONNAISSANCE REPORT 

R5-2700-37a (mod.) 

 

Page 4 of 5 

 b.  Heritage Resources noted but not Formally Recorded (key to coverage map; 

List Field no., general description, and reason for not recording): 

 None 

 

 c.  Special Problems Encountered in Field Research (examples; brush, duff, slope, time...): 

 None 

 

d.  Comments: A single site, SBR-5348 was previously recorded in the APE and noted in 

ARR 05-12-BB-226. During the current survey the site was not relocated. The area is now 

highly disturbed by wildfire, wood cutting, and mining activities. No cultural resources were 

found to be located within the APE.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Will the undertaking have any impact on Heritage Resources?  (See 36 CFR 800.8 and .9): 

 

[  ] YES [X] NO 

 

If yes, what do you recommend to avoid impact? 

 

 

10.  PERSONNEL CONDUCTING RECONNAISSANCE (List name, title and duty station): 

 Bill Sapp, Forest Archaeologist, Supervisor’s Office, San Bernardino National Forest 

 

11.  CERTIFICATION:  I certify that I reported the Heritage Resource reconnaissance reported 

here, that my observations and methods are fully reported, and that this HRR is complete and 

accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

 

 

           /s/ William Sapp                      11 June 10 

NAME         DATE 
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Figure 1. Map of survey area (APE) 
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