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COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) TO ADOPT AN INTIAL STUDY /
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR A VERIZON WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATION
FACILITY

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines, County Staff prepared a
Draft Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) that identify and evaluate the environmental impacts of the
below-named Verizon wireless telecommunications facility.

Project Title: Verizon Wireless — Oxford
Project No.: P201100024
Project Location: West side of La Mirada Road, 800 feet north of Phelan Road, Phelan, CA 92329;

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 3066-521-20

Project Description: Establishment of a 55-foot tall wireless telecommunication facility with 15 panel antennas and
one GPS antenna concealed within a faux water tank tower, and including equipment cabinets and an electric generator
enclosed in a 184-square foot equipment shelter, on a portion of 0.98-acre.

Environmental Review and Public Comment: The circulation of the Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial
Study is to encourage written public comments. Interested persons can review the Draft IS/MND at
www.sbcounty.gov/ehlus and at the following physical location:

High Desert Government Center
15900 Smoke Tree Street, First Floor
Hesperia, CA 92345

If unavailable on the web site, the document may be obtained in electronic format by telephoning the Land Use Services
Department at (909) 387-4131 or (760) 995-8140, or by emailing the project Planner at Imathieu@Ilusd.sbcounty.gov to
request a PDF version of the document.

The public comment period will end on October 15, 2011 at 5:00 PM. Please submit comments to
Imathieu@Iusd.sbcounty.gov or to:

Loretta Mathieu, Project Planner

County of San Bernardino

Land Use Services Department, Planning Division
15900 Smoke Tree Street, First Floor

Hesperia, CA 92345-3222

Public Hearing: A public hearing will be scheduled to consider adoption of the Final IS/MND at a future date. In
advance of the hearing date, Staff will distribute a separate notice regarding that hearing.
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| a)

I b)

| d)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

AESTHETICS - Would the project
Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic

vista? L] ] <] []
Substantially damage scenic resources, including
but not limited to trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? L] L] 4 []
Substantially degrade the existing visual character
or quality of the site and its surroundings? ] L] X []
Create a new source of substantial light or glare,
which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area? ] ] X ]

SUBSTANTIATION (Check [] if project is located within the view-shed of any Scenic Route

listed in the General Plan):
Less Than Siginficant. The site of the proposed project is situated in an area that consists
primarily of vacant land with scattered rural-residential development. Although mountain
views can be seen in the distance north of the project area, the project site is not located
within a designated Scenic Corridor and will not have a substantial adverse effect on a
scenic vista, as there are none identified within the vicinity of the project site. The proposed
project would alter the existing view of the project site, which is currently vacant desert land,
by developing approximately 900 square feet of the one acre parcel with a wireless
telecommunications facility. However, the site is flat and contains no significant geological
or vegetation features that could be considered scenic. The towers and transmission lines
of the existing DWP power transmission corridor, which traverses the area to the north, are
substantially more intrusive to area views than the proposed 55-foot tall telecommunications
tower would be. Furthermore, the tower will be disguised as a faux water tank and the
associated equipment will be screened so as to blend with the rural environment and limit
any potential impact on the scenic vista to a level below significant.
Less Than Siginficant. The proposed project will not substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway, because the site is not adjacent to a state scenic highway.
Several Joshua trees exist on the site. However, no trees are proposed for removal by the
project.
Less Than Siginficant. The proposed project will not substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings because the project is consistent
with the existing visual character of the area. The telecommunications tower will be
disguised as a faux water tank and a six foot high masonry wall, compatible with the
surrounding visual character of the site, is required to screen the lease area. This will
reduce impacts to a level below significant.
Less Than Siginficant. The proposed project will not create a new source of substantial
light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area, because the
minimal lighting proposed by the project must be shielded and designed to reflect away
from adjoining properties and public thoroughfares in compliance with section 83.07.040 of
the Development Code.

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation measures are
required.
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b)

AGRICULTURE RESOURCES - In determining
whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to the California Agricultural Land
Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Department of
Conservation as an optional model to use in
assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland.
Would the project:

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland) as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

Involve other changes in the existing environment,
which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

Page 6 of 37
Potentially Less than Less than
Significant Significant with Significant
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

No
Impact

SUBSTANTIATION (Check [] if project is located in the Important Farmlands Overlay):

Ila) No Impact. The proposed project will not interfere with any designated Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance on the maps prepared pursuant to
the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,

II'b)

Il c)

because no such agricultural uses exist on the site.

No Impact. The project site is designated Single Residential (PH/RS-1) and the proposed
use does not conflict with any agricultural land use or Williamson Act land conservation

contract, as none exists on the site.

No Impact. The subject property is designated Single Residential (PH/RS-1) and the
proposed use does not involve other changes in the existing environment that, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Prime Farmland, to a non-agricultural use.

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated and no mitigation measures are
required.
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d)

e)

Il a)

Il b)

Potentially Less than Less than No
Significant Significant with Significant Impact
Impact Mitigation
Incorp.

AIR QUALITY - Where available, the significance
criteria established by the applicable air quality
management or air pollution control district may
be relied wupon to make the following
determinations. Would the project:

Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the
applicable air quality plan? ] ] ] X

Violate any air quality standard or contribute
substantially to an existing or projected air quality
or Green House Gas Emissions violations? ] ] ] ]

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard (including
releasing emissions, which exceed quantitative

thresholds for ozone precursors)? ] ] [] X
Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations? [] ] ] ]
Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people? [] ] ] ]

SUBSTANTIATION (Discuss conformity with the Mojave Air Quality Management Plan, if

applicable):

No Impact. The project will not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the Mojave
Desert Air Quality Plan, because the proposed uses do not exceed the thresholds
established for air quality concerns within the CEQA Air Quality Handbook developed by the
South Coast Air Quality Management District and used as a guide by the Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District. The proposed faux water tank tower and any associated
traffic increase are not significant based on the handbook criteria and will not contribute in
any substantial way to the degradation of local region air quality.

No Impact. The project will not violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to
an existing or projected air quality violation, because the proposed use will not exceed
established thresholds of concern as established by the Mojave Desert Air Quality
Management District. Ingress and egress will be provided to the site via a short access
road that will be graded to connect with the unpaved La Mirada Road adjacent to the site on
the east. The access road and small parking area will be provided with a gravel surface
assuring that little or no wind-blown dust or particulate matter will leave the site.
Construction activities and equipment proposed for this project are deemed incapable of
generating long term criteria pollutants and no Green House Gas (GHG) emissions are
anticipated.



