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SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY 
INITIAL STUDY ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

 
This form and the descriptive information in the application package constitute the contents of Initial Study 
pursuant to County Guidelines under Ordinance 3040 and Section 15063 of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 
 
PROJECT LABEL 
 

APNs: 0312-311-13 and -25 
USGS 
Quad: 

Big Bear City, CA 

Applicant: Bear Valley Unified School District 
Education Foundation  
PO Box 1529, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

T, R, 

Section: 

T2N, R1E,  

Section 13 

Location: The project is located at the following 
address: 44450 Baldwin Lane, Big Bear 
(Community of Sugarloaf) CA 92314. 
The approximate GPS coordinates of the 
project site are 34.251581, -116.830680. 

Thomas 
Bros: 

N/A 

Project 
No: 

PROJ-2020-00189 
Community 

Plan: 
N/A 

Rep: Steve Foulkes LUZD: Countywide Plan/Policy Plan: Public 
Facility (PF) 

Zoning Designation: Bear Valley/Rural 
Living-10/20 Acre Minimum  

Proposal: A Conditional Use Permit to construct a 
three field multi-use baseball, softball, 
and soccer complex.  

Overlays: Biotic Resources, Southern Rubber 
Boa, Potential Flying Squirrel, Arroyo 
Toad 

 
 
PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
 Lead Agency: County of San Bernardino 
  Land Use Services Department 
  385 N. Arrowhead Avenue, 1st Floor 
  San Bernardino, CA 92415-0182 
 
 Project Applicant 
 Contact person: Steve Foulkes 
 Phone No: 951-318-1970 
 E-mail: sfoulkes2@gmail.com  

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Existing Site Conditions 
 
The proposed project site is located in the Mountain Region of San Bernardino County, just east/southeast 
of the City of Big Bear Lake. More specifically, the proposed project is located in the unincorporated 
community of Sugarloaf in Big Bear, California.  Figures 1 and 2 provide a regional and local context, 
respectively, of the project location. 
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Based on the Arborist Report prepared for this project (Appendix 1), the project site is inhabited by Great 
Basin sagebrush scrub and Pinyon-juniper woodland plant communities. The trees in the proposed project 
area are Pinyon pine and Jeffrey pine (Pinus monophylla and Pinus jeffreyi). These woodland species are 
interspersed with shrub land habitat with dominant species such as Fremontodendron californicum (Flannel 
bush), Artemisia tridentata (Great Basin sagebrush), Eriogonum fasciculatum (Flat-top buckwheat), and 
Cercocarpus ledifolius (Curl- leaf mountain mahogany).   The project site has been heavily impacted by off 
road vehicles, unauthorized wood cutting, and illegal dumping for many years. 
 
The San Bernardino County General Plan Land Use is Public Facility (PF), while the Zoning classification is 
Rural Living 10- and 20-acre minimum lot size (RL-10/20) The land uses bordering the project site are 
outlined in Table 1 below: 
 

Table 1 
EXISTING LAND USE AND LAND USE ZONING DISTRICTS 

 

Location Existing Land Use Land Use Category Zoning District 

Project Site Vacant Public Facilities (PF) Rural Living 10/20-acre minimum (RL-10/20) 

 

North Vacant, undeveloped 
land containing native 
vegetation, farther 
north are residences.  

Low Density Residential 
(LDR), Rural Living 
(RL), and Public Facility 
(PF) 

Single Residential (RS), and Rural Living-20-
acre minimum (RL-20) 

 

South Baldwin Lane 
Elementary School and 
a residential 
neighborhood 

Low Density Residential 
(LDR), Rural Living 
(RL), and Public Facility 
(PF) 

Single Residential (RS), Single Residential-
10,000 sf minimum (RS-10M), Rural Living 
(RL), and Institutional (IN) 

 

East Big Bear High School Public Facility (PF), and 
Low Density Residential 
(LDR), 

Institutional (IN), and Single Residential 
10,000 sf minimum (RS-10M) 

 

West Vacant, undeveloped 
land containing native 
vegetation 

Open Space (OS) Rural Living-20-acre minimum (RL-20). 

 

 
 
Project Overview 
 
Introduction 
In 2018 RCK Properties, Inc. donated approximately 213 acres of land to the Bear Valley Unified School 
District (BVUSD or District) (refer to Figure 3).  BVUSD subsequently donated the property to the Bear 
Valley Unified School District Education Foundation in February 2020 for the purposes of developing 
outdoor recreation and educational opportunities for their students and the community.  A system of trails 
is currently under construction on the property. The proposed project would develop a sports complex that 
covers approximately 15 acres of the donated property (Figure 4). 
 
Project Description 
The proposed project would construct a three field multi-use sports complex within a 15-acre site. The 
sports complex would, as shown on Figure 4, include fields that would accommodate baseball, softball, and 
soccer. The sports complex would be installed north of Baldwin Lane Elementary School in the 
unincorporated community of Sugarloaf within San Bernardino County.  Access for the complex will be from 
Baldwin Lane via a newly constructed 800-foot access road.  The proposed Maple Hill Community Fields 
Project would provide approximately 140 parking spaces near the fields.  The access road and parking will 
create approximately 80,000 square feet (SF) of impervious area. The proposed project would include 
several improvements, including three backstops with associated fencing, as well as an approximately 
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1,000 SF prefabricated restroom, snack bar, and equipment storage building.  The three fields will comprise 
approximately 250,000 SF of turf area.  This turf is planned to be natural turf, but artificial turf will be 
considered depending on funding availability.  The fields will contain lighting throughout the project site, 
which will be controlled to focus the light on the fields and minimize light spillage on the surrounding area.   
 
Utility Connections 
The project site is located at 44450 Baldwin Lane in Sugarloaf, California and is not currently served by any 
public utilities.  Electric service is available on Baldwin Lane from Bear Valley Electric Service.  Water 
service is available in Baldwin Lane from the City of Big Bear Lake, Department of Water and Power (DWP); 
however, the property is outside of the DWP service area.  This will require DWP, the Big Bear City 
Community Services District (BBCCSD), and the San Bernardino County Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) to agree to an Out of Service Area Agreement to allow the DWP to provide water 
service to the project.  The DWP and the BBCCSD Boards have approved the agreement.  Sewer and Solid 
Waste service will be provided by the BBCCSD. 
 
Construction Scenario 
The proposed project is expected to begin construction for the sports complex in June of 2021. It is 
estimated that construction of the Maple Hill Community Fields Project will be completed by approximately 
October 2022, if grant funding is available. The project will require clearing, re-grading and compacting 
approximately 200,000 cubic yards (CY) of native soil on 15 acres of undeveloped land. Figure 4 outlines 
the areas of cut and fill that will be required as part of project development. Vegetation that requires removal 
will be trucked to the Big Bear Transfer Station for recycling.  All trees within the cut and fill areas and the 
roadway will be removed. The final alignment of the access road will be developed to minimize the need 
for tree removal. It is anticipated that a maximum number of 25 employees will be required to support the 
construction of the project each day. Grading will be by traditional mechanized grading and compaction 
equipment. Equipment utilized will be traditional site development equipment of scrapers, wheel 
compactors, vibratory compactors, water trucks, petroleum powered fork lifts, and various hand tools 
traditional to grading operations. For the areas that require paving, such as the new parking area, the 
asphalt or concrete will be delivered to the site and applied to these areas in a routine manner.  It is the 
intent of the Applicant to attenuate noise, traffic, and dust during the course of construction. 
 
Application with the County 
The Bear Valley Unified School District Educational Foundation requires a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
from the County to construct the three field multi-use baseball, softball, and soccer complex. 
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Project Site Location, Existing Site Land Uses and Conditions (include site photos) 
 

 
Exhibit 1: From the site looking southwest at Bear Mountain 

 
 

 
Exhibit 2: Site Photo 
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Exhibit 3: Site Photo 

 
 

 
Exhibit 4: From the site looking North 

  

































http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/






















































http://www.sbcounty.gov/Uploads/lus/Airports/BigBear.pdf








http://www.bbldwp.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/193






https://www.bbarwa.org/bear-valley-basin-groundwater-sustainability-agency/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management














http://www.sbcounty.gov/Uploads/lus/Airports/BigBear.pdf






























https://www.bbarwa.org/flow-data-2019/
https://www.bbarwa.org/service-area/
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/1906?siteID=2688
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/1870?siteID=2652
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/WasteCharacterization/General/Rates




























http://cms.sbcounty.gov/lus/Planning/DevelopmentCode.aspx
http://www.sbcounty.gov/Uploads/lus/Airports/BigBear.pdf
http://www.bbldwp.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/193
https://www.bbarwa.org/bear-valley-basin-groundwater-sustainability-agency/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management
http://www.sbcounty.gov/Uploads/lus/Airports/BigBear.pdf
https://www.bbarwa.org/flow-data-2019/
https://www.bbarwa.org/service-area/
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/1906?siteID=2688
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/1870?siteID=2652
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/WasteCharacterization/General/Rates



