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Residential Reroof Asphalt Shingles – Self Inspection Program 
 
 

Contractor shall provide photos demonstrating compliance with the following items. 
 
 

R908.3 Roof replacement. 
Roof replacement shall include the removal of existing layers of roof coverings down to the roof deck. 

Exception: Where the existing roof assembly includes an ice barrier membrane that is adhered to the roof 
deck, the existing ice barrier membrane shall be permitted to remain in place and covered with an 
additional layer of ice barrier membrane in accordance with Section R905. 

 
R908.3.1 Roof recover. 
The installation of a new roof covering over an existing roof covering shall be permitted where any of the 
following conditions occur: 

1. Where the new roof covering is installed in accordance with the roof covering manufacturer’s approved 
instructions 

2. Complete and separate roofing systems, such as standing-seam metal roof systems, that are designed to 
transmit the roof loads directly to the building’s structural system and do not rely on existing roofs and 
roof coverings for support, shall not require the removal of existing roof coverings. 

3. Metal panel, metal shingle and concrete and clay tile roof coverings shall be permitted to be installed 
over existing wood shake roofs where applied in accordance with Section R908.4. 

4. The application of a new protective roof coating over an existing protective roof coating, metal roof 
panel, metal roof shingle, mineral surfaced roll roofing, built-up roof, modified bitumen roofing, 
thermoset and thermoplastic single-ply roofing and spray polyurethane foam roofing system shall be 
permitted without tear-off of existing roof coverings. 

 
R908.3.1.1 Roof recover not allowed. 
A roof recover shall not be permitted where any of the following conditions occur: 

1. Where the existing roof or roof covering is water soaked or has deteriorated to the point that the existing 
roof or roof covering is not adequate as a base for additional roofing. 

2. Where the existing roof covering is slate, clay, cement or asbestos-cement tile. 
3. Where the existing roof has two or more applications of any type of roof covering. 

 

R908.4 Roof recovering. 
Where the application of a new roof covering over wood shingle or shake roofs creates a combustible concealed 
space, the entire existing surface shall be covered with gypsum board, mineral fiber, glass fiber or other 
approved materials securely fastened in place. 

 
R908.5 Reinstallation of materials. 
Existing slate, clay or cement tile shall be permitted for reinstallation, except that damaged, cracked or broken 
slate or tile shall not be reinstalled. Any existing flashings, edgings, outlets, vents or similar devices that are a 
part of the assembly shall be replaced where rusted, damaged or deteriorated. Aggregate surfacing materials 
shall not be reinstalled. 

 
R908.6 Flashings. 
Flashings shall be reconstructed in accordance with approved manufacturer’s installation instructions. Metal 
flashing to which bituminous materials are to be adhered shall be primed prior to installation. 



 
R905.2.5 Fasteners. 
Fasteners for asphalt shingles shall be galvanized steel, stainless steel, aluminum or copper roofing nails, 
minimum 12-gage [0.105 inch (3 mm)] shank with a minimum 3/8-inch-diameter (9.5 mm) head, complying 
with ASTM F1667, of a length to penetrate through the roofing materials and not less than 3/4 inch (19.1 mm) 
into the roof sheathing. Where the roof sheathing is less than 3/4 inch (19.1 mm) thick, the fasteners shall 
penetrate through the sheathing. 

 
R905.2.6 Attachment. 
Asphalt shingles shall have the minimum number of fasteners required by the manufacturer’s approved 
installation instructions, but not less than four fasteners per strip shingle or two fasteners per individual shingle. 
Where the roof slope exceeds 21 units vertical in 12 units horizontal (21:12, 175-percent slope), shingles shall 
be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s approved installation instructions. 

 

R905.2.8.2 Valleys. 
Valley linings shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions before applying shingles. 
Valley linings of the following types shall be permitted: 

1. For open valleys (valley lining exposed) lined with metal, the valley lining shall be not less than 24 
inches (610 mm) wide and of any of the corrosion-resistant metals in Table R905.2.8.2. 

2. For open valleys, valley lining of two plies of mineral-surfaced roll roofing, complying with ASTM 
D3909 or ASTM D6380 Class M, shall be permitted. The bottom layer shall be 18 inches (457 mm) and 
the top layer not less than 36 inches (914 mm) wide. 

3. For closed valleys (valley covered with shingles), valley lining of one ply of smooth roll roofing 
complying with ASTM D6380 and not less than 36 inches wide (914 mm) or valley lining as described in 
Item 1 or 2 shall be permitted. Self-adhering polymer-modified bitumen underlayment complying with 
ASTM D1970 shall be permitted in lieu of the lining material. 

 
R905.1.1 Underlayment. 
Underlayment for asphalt shingles, clay and concrete tile, metal roof shingles, mineral-surfaced roll roofing, 
slate and slate-type shingles, metal roof panels and photovoltaic shingles shall conform to the applicable 
standards listed in this chapter. Underlayment materials required to comply with ASTM D226, D1970, D4869 
and D6757 shall bear a label indicating compliance to the standard designation 

 
R902.1.1 Roof coverings within very-high fire hazard severity zones. 
The entire roof covering of every existing structure where more than 50 percent of the total roof area is 
replaced within any one-year period, the entire roof covering of every new structure, and any roof covering 
applied in the alteration, repair or replacement of the roof of every existing structure, shall be a fire-retardant 
roof covering that is at least Class A. 
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