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Grading Notes: 
 

1. All grading shall conform to the latest California Building Code (CBC) Chapters 17, 18, Appendix-J 
and all applicable sections. 

2. A grading permit shall be obtained prior to commencement of any work on the site. 

3. Issuance of a grading permit does not eliminate the need for permits from other regulatory agencies 
with regulatory responsibilities for construction activities associated with the work authorized in this 
plan. 

4. All work under this permit shall be limited to work within the property lines. A separate construction, 
excavation or encroachment permit from the Department of Public Works may be required for any 
work within the County right-of-way. 

5. Approval of these plans does not authorize any work or grading to be performed until the effective 
property owner’s permission has been obtained and valid grading permit has been issued. 

6. This plan is for grading purposes only and is not to be used for the purpose of constructing onsite or 
offsite improvements. Issuance of a permit based on this plan does not constitute approval of 
driveway locations or sizes, parking lot structural sections or layout, ADA-related requirements, 
building locations or foundations, walls, curbing, offsite drainage facilities or other items not related 
directly to the basic grading operation. Onsite improvements shall be constructed in accordance to 
the approved building permit plans. Offsite improvements shall be constructed in accordance to plans 
approved for this purpose by the Public Works Department. 

7. Maximum cut and fill slope = 2:1 (horizontal to vertical) and maximum vertical height = 30 feet, unless 
an approved geotechnical report can justify a steeper and taller slope. 

8. No fill shall be placed on existing ground until the ground has been cleared of weeds, debris, topsoil 
and other deleterious material. 

9. Fill slopes shall not have less than 90% relative compaction, or as recommended on the approved 
geotechnical report. 

10. It is the grading contractor's responsibility to ensure that adequate compaction has been attained  on 
the entire grading site, including fill areas outside the building pads and on all fill slopes. 

11. Unless otherwise recommended in an approved geotechnical report, over-excavation shall be at least 
24 inches minimum below the bottom of footings or to competent native soil or bedrock materials, 
whichever is deeper, as approved by the project’s geotechnical engineer or geologist. 

12. Earthwork Volumes: 

Cut (cy), Fill__  _ (cy), Total Disturbed Area  _ (sf) 

13. Earthwork quantities are shown for grading permit purposes only, and San Bernardino County is  not 
responsible for their accuracy. 
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14. A copy of the grading permit and approved grading plans must be in the possession of a responsible 
person and available at the site at all times. 

15. Any onsite retaining walls shown on the grading plans that are over 4’ in height, measured from top 
of wall to bottom of footing, are for reference only. Retaining walls over 4’ in height are not checked, 
permitted, or inspected per the grading permit. A separate retaining wall permit is required for all 
retaining walls over 4’ in height. 

16. Any walls, fences, structures and/or appurtenances adjacent to this project are to be protected in 
place. If grading operations damage or adversely affect said items in any way, the contractor and/or 
developer is responsible for working out an acceptable solution to the satisfaction of the affected 
property owner(s). 

17. For sites with protected species or trees, the proposed grading may be subject to a separate  permit. 

18. Adequate fire access around buildings (including garages) should be provided as approved by 
County Fire. 

19. Existing drainage courses shall not be obstructed, altered, or diverted without prior approval from the 
County of San Bernardino, Land Development Division. A streambed alteration agreement may also 
be required from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

20. Drainage easements shall not be obstructed, altered or diverted without prior approval of the  County 
of San Bernardino, Land Development Division. 

21. Setbacks and building locations shown on this plan are for reference only and must be reviewed and 
approved under a separate building permit. 

22. Utility and septic improvements shown on this plan are for reference only and must be reviewed and 
approved under a separate building permit. 

23. On projects disturbing one acres or more, the following note must be added: A Notice of Intent  (NOI) 
has been, or will be filed with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and a Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) has been or will be prepared in accordance with the requirements 
of California General Permit for storm water discharges associated with construction activity (Permit 
No. CAS000002) for all operations associated with these plans. The permittee shall keep a copy of 
the SWPPP on site and available for review by County. 

24. In conjunction with the California General Permit for proposed disturbance over one acre, an active 
Wastewater Discharge ID # (WDID) must be included on the final grading plan. 

25. For engineered grading, a final grading certification will be collected by the building inspector at the 
final building inspection or prior a grading final status on the permit. The final grading certification is 
to be completed by the Engineer of Record on the approved grading plans. 

26. All flood zone requirements must be reflected or accounted for on the grading plans. Elevations or 
construction notes must be included in the plans to ensure compliance with all applicable first floor 
elevation requirements per FEMA and San Bernardino County Development Code guidelines. 
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27. For nonresidential projects, provide following note on plans: 
California Green Building Standards Code 
5.408.3 Excavated soil and land clearing debris.  
100 percent of trees, stumps, rocks and associated vegetation and soils resulting primarily from land 
clearing shall be reused or recycled. For a phased project, such material may be stockpiled on site 
until the storage site is developed. 

Exception: Reuse, either on-or off-site, of vegetation or soil contaminated by disease or pest 
infestation. 
 
Notes: 
1. If contamination by disease or pest infestation is suspected, contact the County Agricultural 

Commissioner and follow its direction for recycling or disposal of the material.  
(www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/county/county_contacts.html) 
 

2.    For a map of known pest and/or disease quarantine zones, consult with the California 
Department of    Food and Agriculture. (www.cdfa.ca.gov) 

 

 
Note: Additional requirements may be applicable, as determined by the Building 
Official. 
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