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CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT OF 1990
HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND PROGRAM APPLICATION

THIS FORM AND REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR EACH PROJECT SITE

PROGRAM TYPE (check one below)
Deer Lion XX Wetlands
RTEP

D Riparian
PROJECT NAME

Anadromous and Trout
Trails and Programs

The Wetlands of La Sierra

AMOUNT OF GRANT REQUESTED
(minimum grant -- $20,000 except trails) $300,000

ESTIMATED TOTAL PROJECT COST
(State grant and other funds) $2,650,000

GRANT APPLICANT (agency and address, include zip code)

Los Angeles County Department of Parks and
Recreation

510 South Vermont Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90020

COUNTY
Los Angeles

PROJECT ADDRESS
N/A

NEAREST CROSS STREET

Mulholland Highway east of Kanan Road

SENATE DISTRICT NO. ASSEMBLY DISTRICT NO
23¢ 41st.
GRANT APPLICANT'S REPRESENTATIVE TITLE PHONE
AUTHORIZED IN RESOLUTION (name typed)
Tim Gallagher Director 213-738-2951

PERSON WITH DAY-TO-DAY RESPONSIBLITIES FOR PROJECT IF
DIFFERENT FROM AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE (name typed)

Stephen A. Harris

TITLE
President, Mountains
Restoration Trust

PHONE
818-591-1701 x104

This proposed acquisition is the first step in protecting an undisturbed watershed culminating in a wetland
in La Sierra Canyon located on the 61-acre project site. Wetlands in the xeric Mediterranean eco-system of the Santa
Monica Mountains are rare and contain obligate species not found in the surrounding watershed. This area supports
35 known obligate and associated wetland plant species.

This critical habitat area is rich in willow riparian woodland, oak woodland, and wetlands, and its
acquisition will protect an eco-type that has all but disappeared from southern California.

Acquiring the 61-acre site will protect not only the wetland but a critical reach of the year-round La Sierra
Creek, a blue-line stream that starts near the top of the 2824-foot Castro Peak. Its clear, clean water flows into the
impounded waters of La Sierra Lake. The stream course passes through a dense mixed maple-bay-oak-sycamore-
willow riparian forest before it forms the alluvial wetland plain. Three additional blue-line streams, as well as
several freshwater seeps, enter the property and feed the lake.

For Development projects, Land Tenure-Project is acres. For Acquisition projects, Project land wilt be __ 61.27 acres.

Acres owned in fee simple by Grant Applicant. 61.27 Acquired in fee simple by Grant Applicant.

Acres available under a year lease. Acquired in other than fee simple (explain)

Acres other interest (explain)

[ certify that the information contained in this project application form, including required attachments, is accurate and that | have
read and understand the important informatiga-amy assurances on the reverse of this form.

; Grant Applicaﬁs Authorized ;presentative as shown in Resolution

DPR 879 (New 8/91) Front

DATE September 30, 2003
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* Original acquisition was for APN 2058-010-007,008 & 012 for 60 acres. Need a contract

addendum to change scope to 29-acre parcel.

' Purchase Non-s.tate Match TOTAL LA
Project No. Parcel No. Acres Price Grant Amt Required A AT
$890,000
(per letter
dated i{
HW-19-003 APN 2058-017-011 & 016* 29.01]4/27/04) 210,500 210,500 = - dzt, o000
APN 2058-010-007,008 & :
012 29.01 !
HE-19-008 and 61 = y
(XE-19-003)- 2058-017-011 & 016 91{$2.15 million 300,000 300,000 B 00,000
: ;"
|
f
/
!
HW-19-005 APN 2058-010-007,008 & iy ' i
(XW-19-005) 012 61/$2.15 million 300,000 300,000 = £600,000 .‘
oL T ep,sop + 0,000 = AlG2l 000
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8. Acquisition Schedule

Estimated
Est. Date Value of Relo- Appraised Estimated
Parcel Size No.of of Acquisi- Improve-  cation Value of Purchase
Parcel No. (in acres)  Parcels tion ments Costs Land Price

SUBJECT PROPERTIES
2058-010-007, -
008, -012 61.27 3 2004 $0 $0  $2,650,000 $2,150,000. .
HIGH PRIORITY ACQUISITIONS
2058-017-011, -016 29.01 2 2004 $0 $0  $1,200,000 $900,000 -
2058-017-024 10 1 2004 $0 $0 $200,000 $100,000
COMPLETED ACQUISITIONS BY PARK AGENCIES
4464-028-001, -
008, -009, -010 180 4 2001 $0 $0
2058-017-024 36.12 1 1997 $0 $0 $377,000 Donation

8. Acquisition Schedule
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10.

Source of Funds

Total Project Estimated Cost $2,650,000
Donated Land Value $ 500,000
Funds Needed $ 2,150,000

Grants/funds received:

Habitat Conservation Fund Grant — Wetland 210,500
Recovery Land Acquisition — U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 450,000
Corps of Engineers, mitigation funds 250,000
$860,500
Grant applications submitted:
Habitat Conservation Fund Grant — 2003 - Wetland 300,000
*Possible Grants or Funding Sources:
Mountains Restoration Trust 50,000
Quimby Fund of Los Angeles County unknown
Community Donations 50,000
North American Wetlands Conservation Act 50,000
Wildlife Conservation Board Grants $1,300,000
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 100,000

*Mountains Restoration Trust will spearhead the effort to acquire funds for this
acquisition. Funding estimates are optimistic and are listed to indicate possible funding

sources.

10. Funding Sources
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

» DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
R Lol “Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs”

Tim Gallagner, Director

November 20, 2003

Mr. Don C. Shapiro

Park and Recreation Specialist
Office of Grants and Local Services
1416 Ninth Street P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Mr. Shapiror
Please be advised that the project resolutions listed below will appear in the December 2, 2003,
Board meeting for approval. I will fax approved copies of the resolution to you on December 3,
2003, with the originals to follow by December 10, 2003.
Recreational Trails Program Project Name

e 7" Avenue Crossing Equestrian Trailhead Project

e Altadena Crest Hahamonga Trail to Lincoln Debris

e Rio Hondo Trail/Garvey Street Bridge Rehabailitation

Habitat Conservation Fund Project Name

e Upper Nicholas Canyon Deer/Lion Habitat Acquisition
e La Sierra Canyon Wetlands Acquisition

¢ La Sierra Canyon RETP Acquisition

e Cold Creek Oak Forest Riparian Acquisition

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me or
Keith Garrison at (213) 351-5127/8.

Sincerely,

FARS

Al

p -
T X 2
.;’7/J/im Hershiser
Grants Coordinator

¢ File

Executive Offices + 433 South Vermont Avenue . Los Angeles, CA 90020-1975 . (213) 738-2961
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE
HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND PROGRAM OF
THE WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT OF 1990
FOR THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS:

COLD CREEK OAK FORESTS - RIPARIAN HABITAT ACQUISTION PROJECT
LA SIERRA CANYON - WETLANDS ACQUISITION PROJECT

l.A SIERRA CANYON - RARE, THREATENED, ENDANGERED OR
FULLY PROTECTED SPECIES ACQUISITION PROJECT

NICHOLAS CANYON WATERSHED - DEER/MOUNTAIN LION HABITAT
ACQUISITION PROJECT

WHEREAS, the people of the State of California have enacted the California Wildlife
Protection Act of 1980, which provides funds 1o the State of California for grants to local
agencies 1o acquire and/or devslop facilities for public recreational and fish and wildiife
habitat pratection purposes; and .

WHEREAS, the State Department of Parks and Recreation has been delegated the
responsibifity for the administration of a portion of the program within the State, setting
up the necessary procedures governing apptication by local agencies under the
program; and

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the State Departmant of Parks and
Recreation require the applicant to certify by resolution the approval of application
before submissian is complate of said applications to the State; and

WHEREAS, said applications contain assurances that the applicant must comply with;
and

WHEREAS, the applicant will enter into an agreement with the State of California for
acquisition and/ar development of the project(s); and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles
County hereby:

1. Approves the filing of applications for the Habitat Conservation Fund Grant

Program under the California Wildlife Protection Act of 1930 for projects identified
in this resolution; and

2. Cerlify that said applicant undsrstands the assurances and certificaton in the
application form; and

3. Caertifies that tha County has or will have availabie prior to commencement of any
wark on the project included in the applications, the required match, and will have
- sufficient funds to operate and maintain the project, and

4. Appoint the Director of Parks and Recreation, or his designee, as agen of the
County of Los Angeles to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all
documents, including but not mited to applications, agreements, amendments,
payment requests and so on, which may be necessary for the completian of the
aforementioned projects.

" Approved and Adopted on this A _ day of December 2003.

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the faregoing Resalution Nurnber was
Duly adopted by the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors fallowing roll call vote:

Ayes: “FNatirin, Broke ﬁw:mbw‘af Ascttnor A, Forate
Noes: A/ME.

Absent: UL€ _ -

APPROVEED AS TO FORM ATTEST: VIOLEY VARONA-LUKENS

ExzCuTVE OFFICER -
CLERKRF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

By Deputy

LLOYD W. PELLMAN
COUNTY COUNSEL

vBYﬁQ&&w

Helen S. Parker, Principal Deputy
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Los Angeles Board of
Supervisors hereby:

Approves the filing of applications for the Recreational Trails Program; and

Certifies that said applicant has or will have available prior to
commencement of any work on the projects included in these applications,
sufficient funds to operate and maintain the projecy(s); and

Appoints the Director of Parks and Recreation, or his designee, as agent

of the County to conduct all negofiations, exscute and submd all

focuments, including, but not limited to applications, agreements,

amendments, payment requests and so on, which may be necessary for
the compietion of the aforemantianed project(s).

Approved and Adopted the M day of December 2003
I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution Number

was duly adopted by the Caunty of Las Angeles Board of Supervisors following
roll call vote:

Ayes: 10/cna, Yerestaviky, Brcte foyfrnovicts awdl foadic

Noes:

/e

Abseni: /ien€

(Clerk)
ATTEST RONAYL
APPROVED AS TO FORN WEQE‘\gCO&EIéI é *FICSR-
CLERK.CF THE£OARD OF SLECRVISORS
LLOYD W. PELLMAN A Deguty
COUNTY COUNSEL B

xBy_(Im 6 " Mg kU

Helen S. Parker, Principal Deputy

2003 Rasciuton RTP.doc

T-800  P.05/10 F-161
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Viclet Varona-Lukens, Executive Officer
Clerk of 1he Board of Supervisors

383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Adminstration
Los Angeles, California 90012

Director of Parks and Recreation

At its meeting held December 2, 2003, the Board taok the following action:

2
Supervisor Yaroslavsky made the following statement:

“The Califarnia Wildlife Protection Act of 1990 provides funds annuaily
for grants to local agencies to acquire ana/or deveiop facilities for public
recreational and/or fish and wildiife habitat protection. The State
Department of Parks and Recreation has been delegated the
responsibility for a portion of the program within the State under a
competitive grant program known as the "Habitat Conservation Fund
Program." The State has also establighed necessary procedures 1o
govern the application process, and to that end a resalution by the Board
is required 1o complete the appfication package.

“The County Department of Parks and Recreation has identified the
following projects which meet the competitive grant criteria for submission
to the State:

* Cold Creek Oak Forests - Riparian Habitat Acquisition
Project

¥ LaSierra Canyon - Wetlands Acquisition Project

* La Sierra Canyon - Rare, Threatened, Endangered or
Fully Protected Species Acquisition Project

* Nicholas Canyon Watershed - Deer/Mountain Lion
Habitat Acquisition Project

(Cantinued on Page 2)

-1-
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION « P.O. Box 942896 « Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 Ruth Coleman, Director
(916) 653-7423

Tim Gallagher, Director of Parks & Recreation
County of Los Angeles, Parks

510 South Vermont Avenue

Los Angeles, California 90020

Re: HW-19-005 WETLANDS OF LA SIERRA  $300,000
Program: Habitat Conservation Program

Dear Tim Gallagher:

We have completed the application review process for the Habitat Conservation
Fund program. We are pleased to inform you that your project identified above has
been selected for funding. The program funds depend on Legislative approval, and
appropriation in the 2004/2005 fiscal year state budget. Once approved, a contract
obligating the funds will be sent to you — around July 2004. Project costs are eligible
after the funds are approved. Congratulations on your grant award! As a reminder, the
next application deadline is October 1, 2004.

If you have any questions, please contact your project officer, Kris Howard, at
(916) 651-7736 or e-mail at khowa@parks.ca.gov. Project officer assignments and
additional grant program information can also be found on the Office of Grants and
Local Services web site at http://parks.ca.gov by following the links to “Grants and Bond
Acts”. We look forward to our continued partnership in delivering quality recreation

opportunities for your constituents.
ncergew )
ck V. Mitch

Deputy Director
Department of Parks and Recreation
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
“Creating Community Through People, Parks and Programs”
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November 21, 2003

Mr. Stephen A. Shiflett, Project Officer
Office of Grants and Local Services

State Department of Parks and Recreation
1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

Dear Mr. Shiflett:

Re: Project Name: Wetlands of La Sierra
Project Number: XW-19-005
Project Amount: $300,000

This letter is in reference to your request to provide agreements affecting the
proposed project. An example of an existing agreement for operating and
maintenance with the Mountains Restoration Trust (MRT) was transmitted to you
in the effort to comply with that requirement however a clarification is needed.
Your letter of October 21, 2003 requested agreements affecting the project. To
be specific, there is no agreement with MRT pertaining to the property identified
for acquisition in our application because the County would not enter into an
operating and maintenance agreement when the funding for the acquisition is
speculative due to the competitive structure of the grant process. Subsequent to
the award of a grant for acquisition, it is the practice of the County to enter into
such an agreement with the appropriate organization such as MRT.

If you have any questions, please contact Jim Hershiser at 213-351-5127
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Joan Rupert
Section Head

Tim Gallagher, Director

Executive Offices + 433 South Vermont Avenue . Los Angeles, CA 90020-1975 . (213) 738-2961
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: County of Los Angeles From: County of Los Angeles
County Clerk Department of Parks and Recreation
Environmental Filings, Gina Morla Planning Division, Environmental
12400 Imperial Highway, Room 2001 433 South Vermont Avenue
Norwalk, Califomia 90650 Los Angeles, Califomia 90020

Project Title: La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area

Project Location - Specific: APN #’s 2058-010-007, 008,-012; 2058-017-011, -016
Project Location : Seminole Hot Springs vicinity (Section 5, Township 15, Range 18W)
Project Location - County: Los Angeles

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: Unimproved land will be acquired for
rare plant species protection, wildlife habitat and passive recreational purposes.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation
Name of Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  Mountains Restoration Trust

Exempt Status (check one):

Article 18. Statutory Exemptions LE 'D

O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); Fi

0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a); |
O Emergency Project (Sec. 12080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c); NOV 09 2001 =

wuun CL'EHIC'J"

Article 19. Categorical Exemptions
v' Categorical Section 15313
v'  Categorical Section 15316(b) DOZ]EH

(See Narrative Below)

Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed elements of the project are consistent with Section 15313 of the State Guidelines for the
implementation of CEQA. This acquisition, which will allow rare plant species protection, wildlife habitat
and passive recreational purposes, is consistent with Section 15313 which provides for acquisition of lands
for fish and wildlife conservation purposes including preservation of fish and wildlife habitat, establishing
ecological reserves under Fish and Game code Section 1580, and preserving access to public lands and
waters where the purpose of the acquisition is to preserve the land in its natural condition.

The proposed elements of the project are also consistent with Section 15316(b) of the State guidelines for
the implementation of CEQA. This acquisition is consistent with Section 15316 which provides for
acquisition, sale or other transfer of land in order to establish a park where the land is in a natural condition
or contains historical or archaeological resources and (b) the management plan proposes to keep the area in
a natural condition. THISNOTICE W 1.» PCSTE . .

Vi
‘‘‘‘‘

201s
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MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT AND COVENANT
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RUNNING WITH THE LAND

THIS PAGE ADDED TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE SPACE FOR RECORDING INFORMATION

( Additional recording fee applies)

CPFR4 -11/13/b8bk
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MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT AND COVENANT |
RUNNING WITH THE LAND

This Management Agreement and Covenant is made and entered into this 9% day of
Wiened . 1999, by and between the County of Los Angeles ¢County) and the
Mountains Restoration Trust (MRT), a California public benefit, non-ptofit corporation.

PREMISES

A

County is the owner of certain real property in the County of Los Angeles, State of
California, more fully described on Exhibit A hergto, (the “Property”), having
acquired the Property by means of a grant from thle Habitat Conservation Fund
(Proposition 117). The Property consists of 87 a€res of undeveloped land in its
natural state, and the County is charged with the duty of managing the Property and
maintaining it in that natural state as a wilderneg§ preserve.

The property shares a common boundary with Cold Creek Western Preserve, more
fully described on Exhibit B hereto, (the “Preserve”) (Corey Hicks on Cold Canyon)
which is owned and managed by MRT/as a wilderness preserve, and acts as a
protective buffer for the Preserve. C ‘ :

County does not have the personnel or funds necessary to provide management for
the property.

Consistent with its general purposes and its activities with respect to the Preserve,
MRT has the ability, and is/willing, to provide management for the Property in
conjunction with its managgment of the Preserve, and County desires assurances
that the Property will be myanaged and operated in a manner which will not result in
injury to its resource valyé as a natural open space. \<y

Page 14
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NOW THEREFORE, it is agreed to as follows:

1.

Appointment of Manager: County hereby appoints MRT as exclusive manager of

the property and grants to MRT sole and exclusive rights to manage and control the

Property during the term heretf.

Acceptance of Appointment: In consideration of the sum of $1.00 and other
good and valuable consideration including the right to managé the Property in
conjunction with the management of the Preserve, is
acknowledged hereby, MRT accepts such appointment to mapage the Property.

-y
®

©
—
Q
-
3
=4
[¢]
F

Duties of Manager: MRT agrees, in conjunction with/its management of the
Preserve, to manage, control and maintain the Property in accordance herewith,
complying at all times with the provisions of Paragraph/10 hereof. It is understood
that MRT will manage Property for the full benefit of the residents of Los Angeles
County with equal access provided to residents of incorporated and unincorporated

areas. MRT shall comply with all applicable requirements of local fire protection’

agencies and shall use its best efforts to keep the/Property free of trash and debris.
MRT shall have the right to close the Property 10 the general public only in cases
where public health and safety is of concern/including rules for fire closure and
other emergencies, which are consistent withh the policies of Local fire protection
agencies in the County.

Indemnification: MRT agrees to indeminify, defend, and hold harmless County
and its special Districts, elected and appointed officers, employees, and agents
(County) from and against any and all jiability and expense, including defense costs
and legal fees, arising from or connetted with claims and lawsuits for damages or
workers’ compensation benefits relating to MRT operations or its services, which
result from bodily injury, death, personal injury, or property damage (including
damage to MRT's property). MRRT shall not be obligated to indemnify for liability
and expense arising from the acfive negligence of the County.

Insurance: Without limiting MRT’s indemnification of County and during the term
of this Agreement, MRT shall provide and maintain at its own expense, the
following programs of insugance. Such programs and evidence of insurance shall
be satisfactory to the Copinty and primary to and not contributing with any other
insurance maintained by the County. Certificate(s) or other evidence of coverage
and certified copy(ies) of additional insured endorsement(s), shall be delivered to
the Director prior to commencing services under this Agreement, shall specifically
identify this Agreement, and shall contain the express condition that County is to
be given written notice by registered mail at least thirty (30) days in advance of any
modification or termination of insurance.

Page 15
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Failure by Contractor 10, proéure and maintain the required insurange shall
constitute a material breach of contract upon which County may i
terminate or suspend this Agreement.

a. Liability: Such insurance shall be endorsed naming the County’of Los Angeles
as an additional insured and shall include:

i. General Liability insurance written on a commercial geheral liability form or
on a comprehensive general liability form covgring the hazards of
premises/operations, ' contractual independent ntractors, advertising,
products/completed operations, broad form of/ property damage, and
personal injury with a combined single limit of nét less than $1,000,000 per
occurrence. '

1) If written in an annual aggregate limit, the’policy should be three times
the above required occurrence limit.

2) If written on a claims made form, the Contractor required to provide an
extended two years reporting period commencing upon termination or
cancellation of this agreement.

i. Comprehensive Auto Liability endgrsed for all owned, non-owned, and hired
vehicles with a combined limit of riot less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.

b. Workers’ Compensation: M shall . maintain a program of Workers'
Compensation Insurance in thé amount and form to meet all applicable
requirements of the Labor Codg¢ of the State of California including Employer’s
Liability with a $1,000,000 limit to covering all persons providing services on
behalf of MRT and all risk to stich persons under the Agreement.

6. Taxes and Assessments: Thé county shall be responsible for payment of any and
all real property taxes and asgéssments levied against the Property, and MRT shall
have no responsibility therefor.

7. Term of Agreement: The term of MRT ‘s appointment hereunder shall commence
on the date on which the County takes title to the Property and, unless earlier
terminated, as herein provided, shall continue for 55 years. Thereafter, this
Management Agreement shall be automatically renewed for successive periods of
ten years each unless either party give notice in writing of its intention not to renew
at least one-year to the next regular expiration date.
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8.

9.

10.

Early Termination of Management Agreement:

a. Either party shall have the right to terminate this Management Aggéement for
cause if, after ninety (90) days' notice of the grounds therefor, thg other party
has failed to cure such grounds or, in the event the nature of tffe grounds for
termination are such that more than ninety (90) days is required/to effect a cure,
if within such 90 (ninety) days the other party has failed to corimence such cure
and fails to diligently pursue it thereafter.

b. Either party shall have the right to terminate this Management Agreement
without cause on one year's advance, written notice to tfie other party.

Assignments: Subject to the prior written consent of/the County which consent
shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed, MRT ghall have the right to assign
its obligations under this agreement to either a governmental agency or to a
non-profit corporation having the power and authgrity to carry out the purposes
hereof. Except as provided herein above to the
Agreement nor the rights hereunder may b¢ assigned, nor may the duties
hereunder be delegated, without the prior writtign consent of the other party, which
consent shall not be unreasonably withheld or/delayed.

Covenant: In consideration of the appointment referred to in Paragraph 2 herein
above, receipt of which is acknowledged hereby, and the MRT's agreement to
undertake the obligations herein above sét forth, MRT agrees, on behalf of itself, its
successors and assigns, that:

a. MRT will maintain the Property during the term of this Agreement in its natural
state as open space and will ngt change or modify the Property or its uses or
construct thereon any imprg¢ements, including, without limitation overlook
areas, without the prior wriften consent of County. Anything herein to the
contrary notwithstanding, thg following may be accomplished without such prior
consent:

i. Such weed abatemeht or other fire prevention activities as shall be required
by the local fire department.

ii. Installation of hiking and/or equestrian trails.

iii. MRT shall not be obligated to instali soil support devices on property
adjacent to Cold Canyon Road.

b. During the term of this Agreement, MRT shall have the sole right to negotiate
and sell or otherwise transfer up to 4.3 Transfer of Development Credits (TDC's)
with respect to the property. Any proceeds for the sale of TDC’s shall be the
property of and shall be paid to MRT.

4

ntrary, neither this Management ,
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c. In the event that MRT is dissolved or shall otherwise cease to exist, this
agreement will terminate. o

d. The foregoing shall be a covenant running with the land, binding’upon MRT, its
successors and assigns and on the Cold Creek Western Preserve, as the
burdened parcel, in favor or MRT, its successors and /assigns, and the
Preserve, as the benefited parcel. it is agreed that, by reasgh of the proximity of
the Property to the Preserve and its status as a buffer/therefor, there is no
adequate remedy at law for a breach of this covenant, And the same may be
specifically enforced. If any action be filed to enfofce said covenant, the
prevailing party shall bear its own costs of suit including attorney’s fees. No
termination of MRT’s appointment as manager of the property shall, in any
manner, affect this covenant. '

Use of County Lobbyists: MRT and each Counfy Lobbyist or County Lobbyist
firm as defined in Los Angeles County Code Sectjon 2.160.010, retained by MRT,
shall fully comply with the County Lobbyist Ordinance, Los Angeles County Code
2.160. Failure on the part of MRT or any County Lobbyist or County Lobbying firm
retained by MRT to fully comply with the County Lobbyist Ordinance shall constitute
a material breach of this Agreement upon whigh County may immediately terminate
or suspend this Agreement. -

County may, by written notice to MRT, imimediately terminate the right of MRT to
proceed under this Agreement if it is foynd that consideration, in any form, was
offered or given by MRT, either directly or through an intermediary, to any County
officer, employee or agent with the intent of securing the Agreement or securing
favorable treatment with respect to the award, amendment or extension of the
Agreement or the making of any determinations with respect to the MRT's
performance pursuant to the Agreement. In the event of such termination, County
shall be entitled to pursue the samé¢' remedies against MRT as it could pursue in the
event of default by the MRT.
: l

MRT shall immediately report any attempt by a County officer, employee or agent
to solicit such improper consj eration. The report shall be made either to the
County manager charged with the supervision of the employee or to the County
Auditor-Controllers Employee Fraud Hotline at (213) 974-0914 or (800) 544-6861
or to such other number as may be provided to MRT in writing by the County.

Among other items, such improper consideration may take the form of cash,
discounts, service, the provision of travel or entertainment, or tangible gifts.

Employment Offers to GAIN Participants: In the event that MRT requires
additional and/or replacement personnel after the effective date of this Agreement,
MRT shall give consideration for any such employment opportunities to participants

5
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in the County's Department of Public Social Services’ Greater Avenues for
independence (GAIN) Program who meet the MRT's minimum qualifications for the
open position(s). The County will refer GAIN participants by job category, to MRT.

County’s Quality Assurance Plan: The County or its agent will
performance under this Agreement on not less than an annu
evaluation will include assessing MRT's compliance with all cgntract terms and
performance standards. MRT deficiencies which County deterphines are severe or
continuing and that may place performance of the agreemgnt in jeopardy if not
corrected, will be reported to the Board of Supervisors. Ahe report will include
improvement/corrective action measures taken by the/County and MRT. |If
improvement does not occur consistent with the corregtive action measure, the
County may terminate this Agreement of impose other genalties as specified in this
Agreement. :

basis. Such

Warranty of Adherence to County Child Suppo Program: MRT acknowledges

that the County has established a goal of ensuring that all individuals who benefit

financially from the County through this Agreement are in compliance with their
court-ordered child, family and spousal suppoyt obligations in order to mitigate the
economic burden otherwise imposed upon thg County and its taxpayers.

As required by the County's Child Support Compliance Program (County Code
Chapter 2.200) and without limiting MRI’s duty under this Agreement to comply
with all applicable provisions of law, MRT warrants that it is now in compliance and
shall during the term of this Agreement maintain compliance with employment and
wage reporting requirements as reqpired by the Federal Social Security Act (42
USC Section 653a) and California {nemployment Insurance Code Section 1088.5,
and shall implement all lawfully sefved Wage and Eamings Withholding Orders or
District Attorney Notices of Wage and Earnings Assignment for Child or Spousal
Support, pursuant to Code of Givil Procedure Section 706.031 and Family Code
Section 5246(b ).

Failure of MRT to maintain cgmpliance with the requirements set forth in Section 21
“Warranty of Adherence to/ County's Child Support Compliance Program” shall
constitute a default by MRT under this Agreement. Without limiting the rights and
remedies available to the/ County under any other provision of this Agreement,
failure to cure such defallt within 90 (ninety) days of notice by the Los Angeles
County District Attorney shall be grounds upon which the County Board of
Supervisors may terminate this Agreement.

Amendments: This Agreement may be modified, amended or changed only by an
instrument in writing signed by the parties hereto or their successors in interest,
provided further, that any modification of Paragraph 8 hereof shall become effective
only when recorded in the land records of the County in which the Property is
located.

6

aluate MRT's
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26. Recordation: U‘pon execution and approval of Agreement, MRT shall return the
original and two (2) copies to the County for recordation purposes.

shall be
requested,

17. Notices: Any notice to be ‘given hereunder shall be in writing an
deposited in the U.S. mail, postage prepaid, certified mail, return recei
addressed as follows:

To: Mountains Restoration Trust (MRT)
ATTN: Executive Director
7050 Owensmouth Avenue, Suite #20
Canoga Park, CA 91303-2097

To: Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recregtion
ATTN: Executive Director
433 South Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90020-1

Either party may change its address for servige of notices by giving written notice
thereof to the other party in accordance hereyith.
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. ) ss.
" COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

On January 6, 1987, the Board of Supervisors for the County of Los Angeles and e) officio the
governing body of all other special assessment and taxing districts, agencies and authoﬁties for
* so acts adopted a resolution pursuant to Section 25103 of the Government Code which a
facsimile signatures of the Chair of the Board on all papers, documents, or instruments
" The undersigned hereby certifies that on this AT day of

| the facsimile signature of DON [duass

quiring his signature.

1923 ,

b

Chair of the Board of Supervisors of the COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES wés affixed hereto as the official

execution of this document. The undersigned further certifies that on thig/date, a copy of the document was

delivered to the Chair of the Board of Supervisors of the COUNTY OFA0OS ANGELES.

In witness whereof, I have also hereunto set my hand and affix£d my official seal the day and year above

A STURGES, Executive Officer-
Clerk ¢f the Board of Supervisors

ﬁn{&g.m L0 Do ot
G Deputy '

APPROVED as to form

| LLOYD W. PELLMAN, County Counsel

Deputy / MOUNTAINS RESTORATION TRUST,
' a California public benefit, non-profit corporation

By: 5(, C‘-'\— %Mﬂ

Steﬁhen A. Harris, President

CS\MP-9\d:cceyn locofax
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

™N
G

. \ N ] .
On N Uuuoxot AD 199_‘4_ before e, the undersigned, a
Notary Publlc in and for said State, personally appeared 2T e TR N IS NN

P

me (or groved to me on the basis
of satlsfactory evidence) to be the person whose name(s) isfare subscribed to the within
instrument and acknowledged to me that ntk, executed
same.

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

1
o oo 1o MAGGIE ABICHAKER
oo 180101
l\ll A %&Tn ¢ &/ R Commission # ‘Cchfdﬂlc >
IR o — o1 ;"‘! Notary public —
\ "575”&' ‘ ? Los Angeles County
.} res
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EXHIBIT "A"

The land referred to herein is situated in the County of Los Angeles, State of Califophia,
and is described as follows:

PARCEL 1

The north half of the northeast quarter of Section 17, Township 1 So(th, Range 17
West, San Bernardino Meridian, in the County of Los Angeles, Stajé of California,
according to the Official Plat of said land filed in the District Land Offite on August 31,
1896.

EXCEPT therefrom that portion thereof lying westerly of the center line of Cold
Canyon Road, as said road is described in the deed to the Zounty of Los Angeles,
recorded December 19, 1928, in-Book 7414, page 50, of Officigl Records, in the office of
the Recorder of said County.

PARCEL 2

That portion of the southwest quarter of the/northeast quarter of Section 17,
Township 1 South, Range 17 West, San Bernardino Meridian, according to the Official Plat
of said land filed in the District Land Office on Augdst 31, 1896, lying southeasterly and
easterly of the center line of Cold Canyon Road, &s said road is described in the deed to
the County of Los Angeles, recorded on Decemper 19, 1928, in Book 7414, page 50, of
Official Records, in the office of the Recorder of said County.

EXCEPT therefrom that portion theregf, described as follows:

Beginning at the southwest cornef of said southwest quarter of the northeast
quarter; thence northerly, along the wvest line of said southwest quarter, to the
southeasterly line of said Cold Canyon Road; thence northeasterly and easterly, along the
southeasterly and southerly lines of said Cold Canyon Road, a distance of 400.00 feet to
a point, said point shall be hereinafier referred to, for purposes of this description, as
Point "A"; thence continuing easterly/ along said southerly line of said Cold Canyon Road,
North 71° 35' 35" East, a distanceof 30.00 feet; thence at right angles to said southerly
line, South 18° 24' 25" East, 10.22 feet, more or less, to a line that is parallel with the
southerly line of said southwest quarter, and which passes through said Point "A": thence
easterly, along said parallel line, to the east line of said southwest quarter; thence
southerly, along said east line, to the southeasterly corner of said southwest quarter;
thence westerly, along the south line of said southwest quarter, to the point of beginning.

Page 23
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EXHIBIT "A*(Cont.) .

Parcel 3

That portion of the southeast quarter of Section 8, Township 1 South, Range 17 ‘
West, San Bernardino Meridian, according to the Official Plat of the survey of said land o
file in the Bureau of Land Management, lying easterly and southeasterly of the center life
of Cold Canyon Road, as described in the deed to the County of Los Angeles, recopded
as Instrument No. 1263, on February 24, 1933, in Book 11976, page 392, of Official
Records, in the office of the Recorder of said County. ‘

EXCEPTING THEREFROM that portion of said land lying northerly of g/line that is
parallel with the north line of said southeast quarter and that passes through # point in the

east line of said southeast quarter distant 1360 feet southerly thereon fronythe northeast
corner of said southeast quarter.

AGM:adg

P8\EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBT "B"

That portion of the southeast quater of Section 8, Township 4 South, Ran

Uermardino meridlan, nccording to the officlal plat of the mr':rey of sald Iangdet:z f‘IY: ::\’3:‘: Buredy
of Land Management, lylng eastetly and sotitheastetly of the conter line of Cold Canyon R
as described In the deed lo the county of Los Anpeles, recorded s Instrument No. 1268 o
February 24, 1933 in book 11976 page 392, OlﬂcFa! Records, of aald county.

BXCEPT that portion of sald fand lylng southerly of a tine that Is paratiel with the hot
said soulheast quarter and that passca,llwotlgh 3 ‘polm In the caslgﬂy fine of sald 300 he:\':le o
qiarter distant 1,360 feel southesly thereon from the nottheast comer of satd soulligast quarter.

BXCEPTING THERBFROM one-half of alt cnitde oft, petrolenm, pas, brea, asphaflum and all

kindred substances and other mineral Hphis und
a er and In sald land from befow/s dist
feel from the surface thercol, as rcserve(!; In Instruments of tecord. stance of 500

Cory

P:1478h 0001
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Recording Requested by ps e
and When Recorded Mail to: "&./"%.. fyofDosument Recorded .

| ) 'S -«
County of Los Angeles K '“-———-0-3—-& 15-4-2-5-0———-~—-

Chief Administrative Office 125 ot bazt compared with erigined,
4 D% et wit bea R ST TN 2o J
>00 West Temple Street Criginal will ke efumed wis
Los Angeles CA 90012 o podne haa hean anpad
Attn: Don Simpson . u{‘rﬁwh:gﬁ R | b\c{ﬁ;ﬁ
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This Document is Exempt from Recording Fees
Government Code Sections 6103 and 27383

AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO AGREEMENT NO. 72551
MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT AND COVENANT
RUNNING WITH THE LAND

This Amendment to Management Agreement and Covenant is made and
entered into this 24" day of June, 2003, by and between the
County of Los Angeles (“County”) and Mountains Restoration Trust,
a California public benefit nonprofit corporation ({(“MRT").

PREMISES:

A, County is or is. about to become the owner of certain real
property in the County of Los Angeles, State of California, more
fully described on Exhibit A-1 (the “Added Property”), having
acquired the Added Property by means of a grant from the Habitat
Conservation Fund (Proposition 117),. The Added Property consists
of 3.08 acres, more or less, of undeveloped land in its natural
state, and the County is charged with the duty of managing the
Added Property and maintaining it in that natural state as a
wilderness preserve. :

B. County does not have the personnel or funds necessary to
provide management for the added Property. :

C. MRT has the ability, and is willing, to provide management
for the Added Property, and County desires assurances that the
Added Property will be managed and operated in a manner which
will not result in injury to its resource value as a nathral open
space.

D. On December 21, 1999, County and MRT entered into a certain
Management Agreement and Covenant Running With The Land with
respect certain properties adjacent to the Added Property (the
“Original Agreement”) setting forth assurances of the t&pe
desired by the County. Said Original Agreement was recorded as
Document No. 2000-024325, Official Records of Los Angeles County,
California and is identified as County of Los Angeles Agreement
No. 72551.

E. The parties to desire to amend the Original Agreement to
extend the rights, duties and ocbligations of the parties
contained therein to the Added Property and to make certain other
modifications of the terms thereof.
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(4) Include copies of the additional insured
endorsement to the commercial general liability policy,
adding the County of Los Angeles, its Special
Districts, its officials, officers and employees as
insureds for all activities arising from this
Agreement .

B. Insurer Financial Ratings: Insurance is to be
provided by an insurance company acceptable to the
, County with an A. M. Best rating of not less than
' A:VII, unless otherwise approved by County. Such
approval shall not be unreasonably withheld or
delayed.

. C. Failure to Maintain Coverage: Failure by MRT to
maintain the required insurance, or to provide evidence of
insurance coverage acceptable to County, shall constitute a
material breach of the contract upon which County may
immediately terminate or suspend this Agreement.

D. Notification of Incidents, Claims or Suits: MRT
shall report to County:

(1) any accident or incident relating to

services performed under this Agreement which
involves injury or property damage which may

result I the filing of a claim or lawsuit

against MRT and/or County. Such report shall

be made in writing within 24 hours of

occurrence. -

(2) any third party claim or lawsuit filed against MRT
arising from or related to services performed by MRT under
this Agreement.

E. Compensation for County Costs: In the event that MRT
fails to comply with any of the indemnification or insurance
requirements of this Agreement, and such failure to comply
results in any costs to County, MRT shall pay full
compensation for all costs incurred by County.

5A. INSURANCE COVERAGE REQUIREMENTS.
A. General Liability insurance (written on ISO policy

form CG 00 01 or is equivalent)with limits of not less
than the following:

General Aggregate $2 million
Products/Completed Operations Aggregate $1 million
Personal and Advertising Injury $1 million
Each Occurrence $1 million

9 WP NAF UM 2 4 2000
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D. If there is evidence that MRT may be subject to
debarment, the County, through the Department of Parks and
Recreation, will notify MRT in writing of the evidence which
is the basis for the proposed debarment and will advise MRT
of the scheduled date for a debarment hearing before the '
Contractor Hearing Board.

E. The Contractor Hearing Board will conduct a hearing
where evidence on the proposed debarment is presented. The
contractor and/or the contractor’s representative shall be.
given an opportunity to submit evidence at the hearing. '
After the hearing, the Contractor Hearing Board will prepare
a proposed decision, which will contain a recommendation
regarding whether the contractor should be debarred, and, if
so, the appropriate length of time of the debarment. If the
contractor fails to avail itself of the opportunity to
submit evidence to the Contractor Hearing Board, the
contractor may be deemed to have waived all rights of
appeal .

F. A record of the hearing, the proposed decision and
any other recommendation of the Contractor Hearing Board
will be presented to the Board of Supervisors. The Board of
Supervisors will have the right to modify, deny or adopt the
proposed decision,and recommendation of the Contractor '
Hearing Board. ' Co |

G. These terms shall also apply to subcontractors of
MRT.

H. Throughout the duration of this agreement, MRT is
obligated to inform the County whether MRT (including any of
its officers and/or other person(s) on entities which have a
controlling interest in MRT has been debarred and/or has
been listed on any debarment of bidder list maintained by
the United States Government, the State, and other local
governments. Failure to inform the County may cause the
termination of this agreement in its entirety. |

7. NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES REGARDING THE SAFELY SURRENDERED
BABY LAW

MRT shall notify and provide to its employees, and
shall require each subcontractor to notify and provide to
its employees, a fact sheet regarding the Safely Surrendered
Baby Law, its implementation in Los Angeles County, and
where and how to safely surrender a baby. The fact sheet is
set forth in Exhibit “A” of this Amendment No. 1 and is also
available on the Internet at www.babysafela.org for printing
purposes.

8. CONTRACTOR’'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTY’S COMMITMENT
TO THE SAFELY SURRENDERED BABY LAW

"9 wk A "IN 9 4 2npo
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NOW THEREFORE, it is agreed as follows:

1. ADDITION OF ADDED PROPERTY. The Original Agreement is hereby
modified to include in the description of the real property for
which MRT is named as sole and exclusive manager the Added
Property, as described in Exhibit A-1 attached hereto.

2. INCORPORATION OF OTkER PROVISIONS. All the rights, duties,
obligations, liabilities, terms, conditions and provisions set

o forth in the Original Agreement shall be equally applicable to
the Added Property and are incorporated herein by this reference
as though set forth in full.

3. ADDITIONAL CHANGES. Paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Original
Agreement are modified to provide, and there is added a new
paragraph 5A, all as follows:

4. INDEMNIFICATION. MRT shall indemnify, defend and
hold harmless County, and its Special Districts,
elected and appointed officers, employees, and agents
from and against any and all liability, including but
not limited to demands, claims, actions, fees, costs
and expenses, (including attorney and expert witness
fees), arising from or connected with MRT's acts and/or
omissions from and/or relating to this Agreement.

5. GENERAL INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. Without limiting

MRT’s indemnification of County and during the term of

this Agreement, MRT shall provide and maintain the

following programs of insurance specified in this '
Agreement. Such insurance shall be primary to and not
contributing with any other insurance or self-insurance
programs maintained by County, and such coverage shall

be provided and maintained at MRT'’s own expense:

A. Evidence of Insurance. Certificate(s) or other
evidence of coverage satisfactory to County shall
delivered to the Director of the Department of
Parks and Recreation at 433 South Vermont Avenue,
Los Angeles CA 50020-1979 prior to commencing
services under this Agreement. Such certificates
or other evidence shall:

(1) Specifically identify this Agreement.

(2) Clearly evidence all coverages required in this
Agreement .

(3) Contain the express condition that County is to be
given written notice by mail at least thirty (30) days in
advance of cancellation for all policies evidenced on the
certificate of insurance.

' 9 QB A UM 9 4 2np2
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B. Automobile Liability insurance (written on ISO
policy form CA‘OO 01 or its equivalent) with a limit of
liability of not less than $1 million for each accident.
Such insurance shall include coverage for all “owned”,
“hired” and‘“non—owngd" vehicles, or coverage for “any
auto”. '

C. Workers Compensation and Employers’ Liability
insurance providing workers compensation benefits, as
required by the Labor Code of the State of California or by
any other state and for which MRT is responsible.

In all cases, the above insurance shall also include
Employers’ Liability coverage with limits of not less than -
the following:

BEach Accident: $1 million
Disease-policy limit $1 million
Disease-each employee $1 million

D. Professional Liability insurance covering liability
from any error, omission, negligent or wrongful act of MRT,
its officers, or employees with limits of not less than
$1,000, 000 per occurrence and in the aggregate.

6. CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY AND DEBARMENT

A. A responsible contractor is a contractor who has
demonstrated the attribute of trustworthiness, as well as
quality, fitness,- capacity, and experience to satisfactorily
perform the contract. It is the County's policy to conduct
business only with responsible contractors.

B. MRT is hereby notified that, in accordance with
Chapter 2.202 of the County Code, if the County acqguires
information concerning the performance of MRT on this or
other contracts which indicates that MRT is not responsible,
the County may, in addition to other remedies provided in
this agreement, debar MRT from bidding on County contracts
for a specified period of time not to exceed three years,
and terminate any or all existing contracts MRT may hav%
with the County.

C. The County may debar a contractor if the Board
finds, in its discretion, that the contractor has done any
of the following: (1) violated any term of a contract with
the County; (2) committed any act or omission which i
negatively reflects on the contractor’s gquality, fitness or
capacity to perform a contract with the County or any other
public entity, or engaged in a pattern or practice which
negatively reflects on same; (3) committed an act or of fense
which indicates a lack of business integrity or business
honesty; or (4) made or submitted a false claim against the
County or any other public entity.

"9 WP A minoy 200
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MRT acknowledges that the County places a high priority
on the implementation of the Safely Surrendered Baby Law.
MRT understands that it is the County’s policy to encourage
all County Contractors to voluntarily post the County’s
“Safely Surrendered Baby Law” poster in a prominent position
at MRT's place of business. MRT will also encourage its
Subcontractors, if any, to post this poster in a prominent
position in the Subcontractor’s place of business. The
County's Department of' Children and Family Services will
supply contractors with the poster to be used.

4. NO OTHER CHANGES. Except as expressly set forth herein,
the Original Agreement shall remain unchanged and in full
force and effect.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this
Amendment by their authorized officials as of the day and
year first above written.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES MOUNTAINS RESTORATION TRUST
a California public benefit,
nonprofit corporation
(Lz ‘ . / 2 ’
- M -~ at sl
. %W/c';’-ﬂ“‘vrwm /{.35-—* 4
o Sf a0y

Chair of the Board : Stegben A. Harris
of Supervisors President .

ATTEST:
VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
Executive Officer-Clerk of

VIOLET VARONA-LU.
the Board of Supervisors

Executive Officer

B&NR.M& Depity
=D ADOPT

APPROVED AS TO FORM: . ;'gégg},r o'aL .
LLOYD W. PELLMAN Tres
County Counsel

By / /0/ zl/u/ %qu:\_ i

Depu}y EXECUTIVE OFFI1C

Q wmk N nni9 4 oo

8 - JUN 24 2003

P:375
CAO0001
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{ hereby certify that pursuant to
Sect:on 25103 of the Government Codc .
delivery of this document has been madz
LUKENS

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors,
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The Wetlands of LA SIERRA CANYON
WETLAND HABITAT
(Acquisition)

I.  BASIC ELIGIBILITY
Are you authorized by statute to operate and manage park, recreation facilities, open space
or wildlife areas?

Established in 1944, the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, under
the leadership of the County's Board of Supervisors, operates and maintains more than 120 public
park and recreation facilities. These include regional, community and local parks, performing arts
complexes, golf courses, trails, and 18 natural areas and wildlife and wildflower sanctuaries. The
County is authorized to manage these facilities under the Government Code of the State of California,
and the Department of Parks and Recreation is the department within the County designated to
manage these open spaces under Section 2.260 of the Los Angeles County Code.

II.  ACTION TO BE TAKEN
Describe the specific work to be accomplished for restoration and enhancement projects and
relate it to specific areas on the site plan; or, for acquisition projects describe the number of
parcels and acres to be acquired and any unusual or unique circumstances that may impact
the acquisition.

The subject of this grant application is the acquisition of three parcels totaling 61 acres of
undeveloped land containing extensive wetlands, that together with four blue-line streams, several
seeps and ephemeral water-courses, support the naturalized man-made La Sierra Lake. Other than the
hot springs that still feed the lake, no additional water is needed to maintain the lake’s water level.
The subject parcels include a shoreline of the lake, a wide willow riparian/wetland, oak riparian, and
dense chaparral and coastal sage plant communities.

The subject properties are one element of a larger planned acquisition project to protect the
biological diversity of the La Sierra Canyon ecosystem.

The only circumstance that could impact the acquisition would be lack of funding resulting in
the sale to a developer. Unless acquired for park purposes, the project site can be developed into
wetland-destroying six 10-acre ranchettes or into a commercial recreation site, e.g., horse boarding
facility or golf course. Increased visitation of the lake and its environs by people and domestic
animals will have severe negative impacts on the resource-critical wetlands. Invasive non-native
plants will infest the wetlands and riparian corridors, wildlife habitat will be destroyed and water
quality will decline. Urban intrusions into undisturbed wildlands cannot be mitigated.

Since, the purchase price far exceeds any one funding source, funds are being accumulated to
realize the project.

III. ORGANIZATIONAL CAPABILITY
1. What is your experience in administering grants?
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The County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation has had extensive
experience in the administration of grant funding for both acquisition of parkland and for
development of park facilities. During the past 10 years, the Department has received and
administered more than $250 million in capital improvement grant funding from a variety of sources,
including the 1988 California State Bond for park development, Land and Water Conservation Fund,
Community Development Block Grants, and Los Angeles County Regional Park and Open Space
District. These grant funds have included funding for acquisitions at Kenneth Hahn State Recreation
Area, Placerita Canyon Nature Center and Eaton Canyon Nature Center.

In addition to capital improvement grants, the Department has received numerous grants for
recreational and educational programming at its facilities. These grants have included funding from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture/State of California Office of Education for a summer lunch
program in which the Department provided thousands of children in economically disadvantaged
neighborhoods with nutritious lunches at no cost. The Department also received more than $860,000
under the Federal Family Support Program for its nature centers and local parks. This funding has
allowed the Department to expand nature-based environmental education programs and youth
enrichment activities.

2. What is your experience in operating/maintaining this type of project or other similar
recreation or wildlife area projects?

Since the late 1960s the Natural Areas Division of the Department of Parks and Recreation
has managed and operated Natural Areas, Nature Centers, and Wildlife Sanctuaries in Los Angeles
County. Currently, the Department operates six Nature Centers including Devil's Punchbowl Nature
Center, Placerita Canyon Nature Center, Eaton Canyon Nature Center, San Dimas Canyon Nature
Center, Whittier Narrows Nature Center, and Catalina Island Interpretive Center. In addition to the
Nature Centers, the Department also operates 6 Natural Areas and 12 Wildlife Sanctuaries totaling
over 6,800 acres of protected habitat. These protected areas include such ecosystems as desert scrub,
Joshua tree woodland, Ponderosa pine forest, chaparral and coastal sage scrub. In many cases these
areas provide the only contact inner city school children have with environmental studies.

The Department’s small acreage properties in the Santa Monica Mountains are under a
management agreement with the non-profit land trust, Mountains Restoration Trust.

3. How do you propose to maintain and operate the project?

The acquired property will be maintained under a management agreement with the nonprofit
Mountains Restoration Trust (MRT) that owns and manages the pristine 1048-acre Cold Creek
Preserve of which 118 acres are under title to Los Angeles County.

Illegal trespass by individuals seeking out secluded areas will be terminated. Fire pits will be
removed, trampling of sensitive wetland vegetation will cease, and illegal stream diversions and dams
will be removed after consultation with the California Department of Fish and Game. Management of

the La Sierra creek, lake and watershed by a resource management organization will extend the life of
the lake.

La Sierra Lake is primarily owned by the Seminole Springs Mobile Home Park. The property
owners’ association maintains the lake, dredging when necessary to prevent infilling. Management
practices are compatible with preserving the natural resources.
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IV. PROJECT READINESS
1. How soon after funds become available can the project be started? What is your
projected date for project completion?

Mountains Restoration Trust, the partner of Los Angeles County in the acquisition of
parklands in the Third Supervisorial District, will negotiate the acquisition. These negotiations are
ongoing and will proceed with a target date of acquisition of mid-2005.

2. For restoration or enhancement projects, have construction or landscape planting plans
already been prepared?

Even though this is not an enhancement or restoration project, the first priority is to acquire
this critical wetland. After the property has been secured, immediate enhancement plans include the
removal of invasive non-native plant species (cocklebur, smilo grass, ivy, yellow star thistle,
mustard). Studies will be undertaken to plan the removal of non-permitted stream diversions, strict
monitoring of visitor practices, and allowable resource-protective uses.

3. For acquisition:

a. Is there a willing seller? Yes.

b. Does an appraisal of the property exist? Yes. (1998)

c. Do you have an option to purchase? No, however, negotiations are in
progress with current and willing sellers.

d. Do you have a preliminary title report? Yes. (1998)

V. NEED FOR THE PROJECT
This section will be divided into two parts. The first part must address the community's
need for the project. The second part must address the biological or wildlife habitat
justification for the project.

1. Community Need
a. Why should this particular project be funded?

By some estimates, all but 1% of the historic wetlands of southern California have been
destroyed. This project provides an opportunity to acquire a functioning wetland whose waters feed a
three-acre lake, 35 obligate and associated wetland plant species, two aquatic mosses, and a rare vernal
pool species which has only been reported one other time since 1891 in the Santa Monica Mountains.
The project site is immediately downstream from an undisturbed watershed that supports a series of
oak, sycamore, willow, and mixed oak and bay riparian plant communities, and is adjacent downstream
from the county-designated La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area that was identified for its
coast live oak, big leaf maple and California bay associations in 1976.

The three parcels of the 61.27-acre La Sierra project site contains valuable wetland/riparian
habitat that connects through Triunfo Creek to the marine environment at the confluence of Malibu
Creek and Santa Monica Bay. The wetlands of the Santa Monica Mountains are primarily the center
channel of streams, between the high water benches found on the creek banks. Obligate wetland genera
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(Equisetum, Carex, Cyuperus, Scirpus, Juncus, Typha, Fontinalis, Eucladium) are found in profusion
along these channels pulling water from the moist soils with a water table that may be no more than a
foot below the surface. The importance of preserving the sources and stream courses of clean, year-
round streams cannot be over-emphasized. These waters are the life-source for the federally-listed
endangered southern steelhead trout whose spawning grounds in Malibu Creek have been reduced to
the 2.5 miles between the Pacific Ocean and the 100-foot high, silted-in Rindge Dam.

Should these three parcels not be acquired, other zoning development will rob the land of its
vegetative cover; supplementary wells will continue to lower the water table reducing available surface
water; seeps and springs will no longer support wetland plant and animal species, water courses will
continue to be altered and deeply incised, and inappropriate use will continue to degrade the resources.

Wetlands, seeps, springs, ponds, lakes and meadows are critical components of the
functioning of the stream systems connected to the Pacific Ocean; water sources must be preserved so
year-round streams can continue to support life within the riparian corridors. With the federal listing
of the endangered southern steethead trout whose largest population is found in Malibu Creek, all
tributaries in this watershed must be preserved in their natural state to all extents possible.

Further, the exploding real estate market in southern California is placing unprecedented
pressures on cities and counties to permit urban sprawl into the last remaining natural open spaces.
The greatest threat to the remaining resources in the Santa Monica Mountains is not, as most people
believe, large tract development. Rather, the greatest threat to remaining resources is the proliferation
of single-family homes. Each year, new houses seem to get larger, conform less to land forms and
remove slide-prone soils, introduce more non-native plant species, and require greater fire hazard
reduction clearance. This grading of land forms and stripping of native vegetation for mansionization
of the mountains has far-ranging impacts on wildlife habitat and particularly on blue-line streams,
lakes and wetlands.

The underlying soil of the watershed is a mosaic of Conejo volcanics, Lower Topanga
Formation, and alluvial gravel, sand and silt. There is evidence of landslides and slope failures, which
is quite often an indication of subsoil moisture. The slope fails when the soil becomes over-weighted
with excessive moisture. Often a dissolved slate layer provides a smooth, slick surface on which the
mass can move downwards at the rate of up to 25-mph.

The recently adopted North Area Plan for Los Angeles County reduced allowable
development for the subject property in La Sierra Canyon to one house per ten acres for a total of six
possible residential developments with auxiliary structures. The property is zoned R-R (Resort-
Recreation) which does not require a conditional use permit for the development of allowable
recreational uses, such as horse boarding facilities and golf courses. These developments dry out the
moist soil, and dramatically reduce the quality and quantity of water feeding La Sierra Lake.

This wetland habitat acquisition is essential to protect the purity of the water that flows into
the 3-acre La Sierra Lake from whence it joins Triunfo Creek, and eventually Malibu Creek, the
largest tributary of Santa Monica Bay.

b. s there a deficiency of similar opportunities?

Wetlands, especially year-round lakes, are extremely rare in the Santa Monica Mountains.
Perennial water sources that support wetland vegetation and attendant animal species are quickly
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disappearing. Streams that once flowed year-round are now dry during most of the year. Seeps and
springs from which water was pumped are dry.

To find a lake, a wetland, perennial seeps and multiple year-round streams on three parcels
(one ownership), is indeed a rare occurrence and there is definitely a deficiency of similar
opportunities.

Acquiring the three parcels of the 61-acre ownership will protect not only the wetland but a
critical reach of La Sierra Creek, a blue-line stream that starts on the flank of Castro Peak and tumbles
to the impounded waters of La Sierra Lake. The stream flows downhill through a dense mixed
maple-bay-oak-sycamore-willow riparian forest before it forms the alluvial wetland plain. Three
additional blue-line streams enter the property and feed the lake, as well as several freshwater seeps.

An old dam and several useless, broken water pipes and pumps attest to the abundance of
fresh water available on the site. The historic Seminole Hot Springs Resort (now a mobile home
park) piped water from upstream to augment the hot springs on site. A mile downstream, Lake
Enchanto Recreation Park was a destination for thousands of Angelenos in the 1930's who came to
enjoy the Lake Enchanto swimming pool and the wide and deep Triunfo Creek.

c. Is there support for the project (citizen involvement, donated land or materials,
volunteer labor, outside funds, letters of support?)

The property owner will donate a sizable portion of the appraised land value, ($2,400,000) for
conservation purposes.

The residents of the Seminole Springs community are jealous guardians of their surrounding natural
environment. At least three non-conforming tract maps have been denied since 1989, primarily as a result
community efforts to protect the beauty and value of this area.

The Sierra Club supports this acquisition and has testified for its inclusion in the natural
parklands of the Santa Monica Mountains.

A professional biologist donated his time to compile the botanical survey. A project neighbor
provided a brief wildlife survey to increase the biological understanding of the area.

The community has indicated its willingness to help with the acquisition through donations
and letters of support.

Additionally, approximately 1000-acre sub-watershed has been seriously overlooked by
planning and resource agencies. It is the intent of this project to start the process whereby this
pristine watershed can be brought into protective stewardship. This acquisition of 61.27 acres can
stand alone because of its outstanding resources.

d. Is the project consistent with state, regional or local plans?

Yes, the project is consistent with regional and local plans:

e Los Angles County Malibu-Santa Monica Mountains Area Plan
e National Park Service Land Protection Plan
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e Los Angeles County North Area Plan
e County of Los Angeles Strategic Plan

Before adoption, hearings for these plans received wide-spread publicity, and workshops
were held throughout the county to incorporate the will of the community.

e. Does the project connect to or compliment other recreation or wildlife areas or
facilities?

In 2001, the National Park Service acquired 180 acres of the La Sierra Canyon watershed 0.3
of a mile south of the project site.

There are several additional nearby public ownerships:

+ National Park Service's +£225-acre Rocky Oaks Park;

«  Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy's La Sierra Overlook on Mulholland Highway;

. National Park Service's £1120-acre upstream ownerships within the Los Angeles County's
La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area (SEA) and along the ridgeline of Castro
Crest and Castro Peak;

+  Mountains Restoration Trust's 40-acre upland ownership;

«  National Park Service's £80-acre downstream Peter Strauss Ranch on Triunfo Creek;

« National Park Service's Paramount Ranch on Medea Creek; and

+ California State Park's 6000-acre Malibu Creek State Park.

f. Describe public access to the project site and any barriers to public access.

The project site can be reached by vehicle from Mulholland Highway, a 55-mile county-
designated scenic roadway that wends its way through the quiet valleys and gently rolling slopes of
the Santa Monica Mountains, at all times avoiding the steeper, rugged slopes of the higher mountain
ridges. Panoramic views from he Seminole Springs Overlook built by the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy include Castro Peak, Malibu Creek State Park, the La Sierra watershed, and Lady Face
Mountain, a sacred mountain of the Chumash. At this time, there are no barriers to public access.

2. Wildlife Habitat Justification

Wetlands, by their nature, undergo varying degrees of stress through alternate
inundation and drying cycles. To address the qualitative issue, the applicant is
requested to describe the wetland type (i.e. fresh water marsh, salt water marsh, vernal
pool, etc.) and the condition of the wetlands to be protected.

A. Using the guidelines listed below, please discuss the quality of the current wetland
vegetationor .......

High quality best describes the La Sierra wetland as judged against descriptions provided by
the two expert sources on plant community classification: Terrestrial Natural Communities of
California by Robert F. Holland, and A Manual of California Vegetation, by John O. Sawyer and
Todd Keeler-Wolf. Wetlands of the Santa Monica Mountains do not fit easily into the element codes
of Holland since mostly northern California species are used, nor the plant series of Sawyer and
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Keeler-Wolf, so Mr. Keeler-Wolf is currently preparing amendments to the classification system to
more realistically reflect the occurrences and associations of regional plant communities.

Although no Holland (1986) definition adequately describes the project site, the following
wetland type most closely typifies the La Sierra Canyon wetland characteristics:

Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh (Element Code 52410):
Dominated by perennial, emergent monocots to 4-5 m tall, often forming completely closed canopies.
Scirpus and Typha dominated types.

Wetlands as defined by Sawyer/Keeler-Wolf (1995) and as found in La Sierra Canyon:

Habitat is:

« permanently flooded - the three-acre lake is permanently flooded.

« semi-permanently flooded - the margins of the lake and the alluvial plain are semi-permanently
flooded.

« seasonally flooded - the alluvial plain formed on the south and west reaches of the lake go through
a series of seasonal changes ranging from saturated soils to dry sandy particles with the
obligate wetland vegetation manifesting minimal signs of water stress. The site supports
twelve plant species dependent on a year-round source of moisture.

« intermittently exposed - deep pools within the designated wetland of the stream channel contain
two aquatic mosses, Fontinalis sp. and Eucladium verticillatum, which persist when the deep
pools retain water and summer-over in a desiccated form until reinvigorated with the fall
rains.

« seasonally saturated - seeps in the meadows located in breaks in the chaparral and woodlands
create bright green islands of Juncus mexicanus, while the surrounding area is totally dry and
dormant. Within one meadow, the locally rare Lepidium latipes (dwarf pepperweed) was
found along with other species requiring soils with high moisture content.

Water chemistry:

» fresh - the water supporting La Sierra Lake comes from a watershed that has only a few dwellings
so the water is clean and pure. Any contamination from the few developed sites is able to
purify as it filters through the watershed.

Palustrine: The La Sierra wetland is palustrine (this definition includes all nontidal wetlands
dominated by trees, shrubs, persistent emergents, emergent mosses or lichens).

B. Describe the vegetation that will exist as a result of project completion.
Although this is a habitat acquisition project, future land management practices will reduce
the presence of non-native plant species that will, in turn, allow a greater profusion of native plant

species capable of supporting a greater range of native insect, bird, amphibian and reptile species.

C. Discuss Significant Attributes of the project site as they apply to the following:
1. Supports listed, threatened and endangered species

The subject property supports:
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« Dudlyea cymosa ssp. marcescens (Santa Monica Mountains live-forever), a state-listed rare
species, endemic to and found only in the Santa Monica Mountains.

« Pentachaeta lyonii (Lyon's pentachaeta), a federally-listed endangered, small yellow
sunflower that grows on shallow-soiled slopes in late spring.

« Acer macrophyllum (big leaf maple), described by authorities as "a rare recluse found in a
few deep, protected canyons where cool, flowing water reaches the root zone" (Glasser, 1996).
Maples are scarce in the Santa Monica Mountains and are cherished when found. They can reacha
height of 60 feet.

« Umbellularia californica (California laurel), also known as bay laurel or Oregon myrtle. Its
leaves add zest to spaghetti, stews and soups and it is said that the leaves repel fleas and weevils.

« Ribes aureum var. gracillimum (golden currant), locally rare but abundant on-site.

« Pteridium aquilinum var. pubescens (western bracken fern) locally rare but abundant on-
site.

* Woodwardia fimbriata (giant chain fern), which normally reaches heights of 5.5 to 6.5 feet,
is eight to nine feet tall in the La Sierra Canyon SEA.

o Lilium humboltii (Humbolt lily), that also reaches heights of nine feet at this locality.

As previously stated, wetlands (and wetland plant species) are considered rare throughout
southern California. The following 35 obligate and associated wetland plant species were identified
on the subject property in September 2001 by botanist Carl Wishner.

The botanical survey identified 160 species of vascular plants and two aquatic mosses. An
additional spring survey completed in 1996 listed 80 species of blooming native wildflowers. A
complete floral compendium will be provided upon request.
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Obligate and Associated Wetland Plant Species on Subject Properties

FERN ALLIES ROSACEAE
*Rubus ursinus
EQUISETACEAE SCROPHULARIACEAE

*Mimulus cardinalis
*Mimulus guttatus

*EEquisetum hiemale affine
*Equisetum telmateia braunii

FLOWERING PLANTS-DICOTS FLOWERING PLANTS-MONOCOTS

ASTERACEAE

* Ambrosia psilostachya

* Artemisia douglasiana
*Baccharis salicifolia
*Euthamia occidentalis
*Gnaphalium luteo-album

CYPERACEAE
*Carex spissa
*Cyperus eragrostis
*Cyperus sp. (annual)
*Scirpus californicus
*Scirpus microcarpus

*Gnaphalium palustre
*Xanthium strumarium

BRASSICACEAE
*Lepidium latipes

JUNCACEAE

* Juncus bufonius b.
*Juncus mexicanus
*Juncus xiphioides

DATISCACEAE
*Datisca glomerata

LILIACEAE
*Lilium humboldtii ocellatum

FABACEAE
*Hoita macrostachya
*Melilotus sp.

POACEAE

* Agrostis semiverticillata
*Crypsis schoenoides
*Festuca arundinacea
*Paspalum distichum
*Polypogon monspeliensis

LAMIACEAE
*Stachys albens

TYPHACEAE
*Typha domingensis

ONAGRACEAE
*Epilobium brachycarpum

PLANTAGINACEAE
*Plantago major

POLYGONACEAE
*Rumex salicifolius ssp.
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The 2000 General Management Plan & Environmental Impact Statement, prepared by the

National Park Service lists the following endangered, proposed and candidate species that may occur

in the area.

Common Name
Plants
Lyon's pentachaeta
Braunton's milk-vetch
Santa Monica Mountains
live-forever
Santa Monica Mountains
dudieya
Santa Susana tarplant
Plummer's mariposa lily
Many-stemmed live-forever
San Fernando Valley spineflower

Birds

Peregrine falcon

Least Bell's vireo

California gnatcatcher
Southwestern willow flycatcher

Amphibians
California red-legged frog
Coast range newt

Reptiles
Southwestern pond turtle

San Diego mountain kingsnake
Two-striped garter snake

Invertebrates

Santa Monica shieldback katydid
Wright's checkerspot butterfly
Comstock's fritillary butterfly

Mammals
Bats (7 species)

E Endangered

T Threatened

R Rare

SC Species of Concern

CSC

California Species of Concern

Scientific Name

Pentachaeta lyonii
Astragalus brauntonii

Dudleya cymosa marcescens

Dudleya cymosa ssp. Ovatifolia
Hemizonia minthornii
Calochortus plummerae
Dudleya milticaulis
Chorizanthe parryi fernandina

Falco peregrinus anatum

Vireo bellii pusillus

Polioptila californica californica
Empidonax traillii extrimus

Rana aurora draytoni
Taricha torosa torosa

Clemmys marmorata pallida
Lampropeltus zonata pulchra
Thamnophis hammondii

Neduba longipennis
Euphydryas edita quino
Speyeria callippe callippe

Federal

E
E

T

T
SC
SC
SC

= ma

SC
SC
SC

SC

State

E

CSC
CSC

CSC
CSC

CSC
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2. Provides a corridor linking two or more marshes

The riparian corridors of the four blue-line streams that flow through the property provide
habitat linkages to springs, seeps and ephemeral streams and wetlands surrounding La Sierra Lake
and to the Upper La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area.

3. Adjacent to existing marsh

The site is not adjacent to an existing marsh, which would truly be unusual in the xeric Santa
Monica Mountains. Wetlands in the Santa Monica Mountains are primarily the center channel of
year-round and ephemeral streams. Obligate wetland species are often found along these channels
getting water from a water table that may be no more than a foot below the surface.)

The transition between wetland and riparian plant communities, therefore, is not clearly-
defined, but if the obligate wetland genera are present (Equisetum, Carex, Cyperus, Scirpus, Juncus,
Typha , Fontinalis, Eucladium) the area is determined to be a wetland. Multiple species of these
genera are present in profusion on the subject property and is, therefore, classified as a wetland.

The wetland and the several year-round water sources support an array of amphibian,
mammalian and avian species.

4. Supports relatively high populations of wildlife (seasonally or year round)

The site provides valuable wetland habitat critical to aquatic species; these waters connect to
the marine environment at the confluence of Malibu Creek and Santa Monica Bay.

The four riparian corridors provide well-used wildlife habitat linkages. Animals can move
freely through the lightly developed north-facing slopes to Malibu Creek State Park. From Malibu
Creek State Park, the wildlife corridors extend in four directions to publicly-owned core habitat areas.
including northward into the San Gabriel Mountains. These vital linkages and wildlife corridors
prevent the Santa Monica Mountains from becoming an ecological island with no genetic mixing - a
known cause of biological extinction,

As noted earlier, this is the most over-looked and ignored area in the Santa Monica
Mountains with respect to resource preservation. To our knowledge there have only been cursory
biological surveys of the area. However, its aspect, elevation, plenitude of surface water and geologic
variations are comparable to the more-studied areas. In compares favorably with the Cold Creek
Watershed, an eastern tributary of Malibu Creek. Drawing from this parallel, one can conclude that
there will be an equally wide range and variety of birds, insects, reptiles, amphibians and mammals,
imcluding coyote, bobcat, deer, kangaroo mouse, wood rat, and badger.

Recognizing this area for its complex biological integrity and species diversity will foster a
greater sense of stewardship. Evidence of tracks in the mud and soft sand near the lake confirms site
visitation by a variety of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and insects.

An abundance of summer-blooming annuals and perennials in the chaparral are cheerful
reminders of the once resplendent California landscape before the introduction of European species.
These plants are hallmarks of a healthy and well-functioning eco-system that supports populations of
ants, spiders, butterflies, and bees who in turn keep populations of lizards and amphibians well-
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nourished. Flowers putting on a summer festival of flowers include the wand buckwheat (Eriogonum
elongatum), vinegar weed (Trichostem lanceolatum), tarweed (Madia pungens), twiggy wreath plant
(Stephanomeria virgata), and cliff aster (Malacothrix saxatilis tenuifolia).

The La Sierra Canyon watershed is known to contain important natural resources indicating
that its habitat areas support an abundance of native wildlife. The subject property is located directly
downstream from the Upper La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area (SEA #4) described as
follows in excerpts from the England and Nelson 1976 study commissioned by Los Angles County:

Vegetation
«  Central Riparian area dominated by coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia), California bay-
laurel (Umbellularia californica), and western sycamore (Platanus racemosa)

«  Chaparral areas dominated by species of California lilacs (Ceanothus spp.), with patches
dominated by chamise (4denostoma fasciculatum)

«  Extensive woodlands dominated by California live oaks (Quercus agrifolia), and
California bay-laurel (Umbellularia californica)

»  Other notable plants include:
Santa Monica Mountains live-forever (Dudleya cymosa marcescens), giant chain fern
(Woodwardia fimbriata), Humboldt lily (Lilium humboltii), creek dogwood (Cornus
glabrata), black cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa), and big leaf maple (Acer
macrophyllum).

Rare, Endangered and Threatened Species

« The upper La Sierra Canyon SEA possesses a population of endemic Santa Monica
Mountains live-forever (Dudleya cymosa ssp. marcescens), a state-listed Rare species... nominated
for federal listing as endangered. Except for one population in Ventura County, all known populations
of this species are restricted to the Santa Monica Mountains of Los Angeles County.

» Fewer than 50 individuals exist in this population on north-facing sheer rock surfaces
elevated above the direct influence of water, but still low enough to be in the cold air drainage of the
canyon bottom. They grow in association with a club moss (Selaginella bigelovii) in filtered light in
an area of about 12 square yards. Within the Santa Monica Mountains, three other populations are
known, one within the Malibu Creek State Park.

Ecological Significance of the Upper La Sierra SEA

« A stand of creek dogwood (Cornus glabrata) is found at this site and in Malibu Creek State
Park and is a regionally uncommon species. These trees require shaded canyons to persist and would
be sensitive to removal of overstory vegetation as well as to impacts of riparian species in general,
primarily sedimentation and changes in water runoff rates. The distributions of these trees in pockets
throughout California suggest that they may be relics of Pleistocene.

This SEA contains a rich Riparian Woodland as well as extensive Coast Live Oak Woodlands,
both uncommon communities in Los Angeles County. The Riparian Woodland is especially unstable
for uncommon plants including creek dogwood, black cottonwood, and big leaf maple. Such woodlands
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are subject to destruction by subdivision, channelization, weed encroachment, fire, watershed damage,
water diversion, off-road vehicle and stream pollution. These communities are frequently capable of
self-restoration after flood and fire.

5. Adjacent land use is permanent and compatible or adequate buffer zones will be
established

The lake is compatibly managed by the Seminole Springs Mobile Home Park Association.

The wetlands are buffered; the west side by the subject property’s woodlands, chaparral and
coastal sage scrub areas; the east side by Mulholland Highway; the southern boundary is targeted for
acquisition.

6. Proposal will restore or enhance marsh habitat

Management of the La Sierra Canyon creek, lake and watershed by a resource management
organization will extend the life of the lake. Management practices will be instituted that will include
the removal non-native plant species, the restoration of native vegetation to disturbed areas and the
realignment of existing trails away from sensitive habitat areas.

C. Discuss any existing or potential threats to the project site and what will happen if the
project is not funded.

Unless this 61.27 acres is not acquired for park purposes, the project site and surrounding
area will be developed. Increased visitation of the lake and its environs by children, dogs and
domestic cats will have severe negative impacts on the resource-critical wetland.

»  Urban intrusions into undisturbed wildlands cannot be mitigated;

*  Runoff from urban development impacts wetlands and riparian corridors;

» Development requires brush clearance (habitat clearance), introduces non-native species,
and destroys wildlife habitat;

»  Wetlands must be safeguarded from the impacts of domestic animals, children, non-
native species and over-use.

The only mitigation preserving sensitive wetland habitat is to acquire as much of the
watershed as possible given the amount of current development and purchasing of these types of
lands by individuals and private developers. This project proposes to start the acquisition of the
properties within the watershed to provide a buffer to the multitude of associated species and maintain
the bio-diversity of La Sierra Canyon Significant Ecological Area.
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LA SIERRA CANYON

An old dam and a rusting pipe
found on the property are

relics of a time when La Sierra Creek
was tapped for its abundant water.

Obligate wetiand species grow at the
water's edge adjacent to riparian
vegetation.

Wetland species in the photos include
Carex, Juncus, Scirpus, and
leather root.

In the pools, the wetland mosses

are providing shelter and food for
aquatic insects living in the still water.
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A perennial seep in the meadow
opening of an oak woodland
sustains an island of green
vegetation in a sea of brown
dormant species.

A silt island suggests the
presence of a vemal pool.

The perennial seep features:

* an unseasonably blooming
coyote bush alive with
hundreds of pollinating bees;

+ ambrosia spikes in full bloom;

* dried specimens of dwarf
pepperweed, a vernal pool
species;

» the dark green Juncus
mexicanus, forming a cool
ground cover;

» soil evidence suggesting a
heavily saturated soil during
the rainy winter months.

CA0001
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EXAMPLES OF THE 35 WETLAND-ASSOCIATED SPECIES
OF LA SIERRA CANYON

Right:
Slender cattail (Typha domingensis)

Below:
San Diego sedge (Carex spissa)

Other obligate wetland species
found on project site:

Toad rush (Juncus bufonium) -~
Big-leaf rush (J. macrophyllus) \
Mexican rush (J. mexicanus)
California bulrush

(Scirpus californicus)
Smooth scouring rush (Equisetum spp.)
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OF LA SIERRA CANYON (continued)

Right: Horsetail (Equisetum spp.)
Center: Umbrella sedge (Cyperus eragrostis) §

Below: Knotgrass (Paspalum distichum)
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LA SIERRA CANYON

La Sierra Lake is visited by many aquatic-dcpendent bird species: great blue heron, green heron,
night heron, coot, mallard, ruddy duck and kingfisher.

Raccoon prints attest to recent wildlife visitation at the lake.
Many other tracks mingled at water's edge and throughout the sandy alluvial plain of the wetland.
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