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The number of San Bernardino County residents who have died due to complications from
coronavirus went up 8.8% Sunday, Aug. 9, to 546, but the county says that alarming number is due to
the state correcting a weeks-long backlog.

“The state is working on its data clean-up of nearly 300,000 records statewide,” said county
spokesman David Wert. “These cases have begun to be ‘dumped’ into the local jurisdictions and we
expected to see a lot today. “
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The new number of deaths, 44, is second only to a one-day high of 59 set Aug. 4, which was almost
triple the previous record.

Wert added the state said the “dump” of positive case, death and testing numbers should be finished
by Tuesday.
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“This will cause fluctuations in positivity rates and cases per 100,000 that may not accurately reflect
our true status,” Wert said. “As the week progresses, this should be corrected and be accurate by the
end of the week.”

The number of patients tested spiked by 11,229 Sunday, or about 4.2% from the day before. That was
the second-highest one-day total of tests reported by the county. The highest number, 11,541, was
reported on July 17.

Here’s a look at the updated numbers, according to county and state public health officials.

San Bernardino County

Cases: 35,712, up from 35,452 Saturday
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Deaths: 546, up from 502 Saturday

Hospitalizations: 485 Saturday, down from 493 Friday; suspected patients: 69 Saturday, up from 60
Friday

Intensive-care unit patients: 153 Saturday, down from
157 Friday; suspected patients: 8 Saturday, same as Friday

Recoveries: 27,940, up from 27,665 Saturday

Skilled-nursing facilities: Residents: 1,480 Friday (latest
data); deaths: 222 Friday. Employee cases: 941 Friday
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People tested: 278,119, up from 266,890 Saturday
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here.
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Brilliant Dance Academy takes its final bow

By Stacy Moore
Hi-Desert Star

Aug 07, 2020 1:33 PM

For Lauran Callan, it felt a little like a funeral. The parade of cars marking the end of her business, Brilliant Dance 

Academy, the afternoon of Aug. 1 was at least a celebration of life — the life of the studio she opened almost 10 years 

ago, and had to close because of COVID-19.

Flakes of ash from the Apple Fire filtered down and recital music floated through the air as the line of vehicles inched 

through the Monterey Business Center lot, children peering out to see their instructors.

Aurelia Fregeollie, 5, opens her arms in an air embrace of her Brilliant Dance Academy instructor during the farewell car parade Aug. 1.
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Callan said later she was surprised by how many people drove through.

“It was so heartfelt to see all the signs and posters and balloons,” she said.

“It was a really hard day but it was wonderful to see how much love people have for the studio.”

Curling her hands into heart signs, Callan leaned over a fence made of portable barres to look into the vehicles and give 

a final farewell.

The instructors got bouquets of flowers from many of the families, like the Sierras.

“We’re military, and they’ve been dancing everywhere we’ve lived, from Japan to Virginia,” dad Richard Sierra said. 

“They really enjoyed this dance studio. It’s a shame COVID is forcing it to close.”

Brilliant Dance is one of more than 72,000 businesses in the U.S. that have permanently closed since March because of 

the pandemic, according to research from Yelp.

“It’s like a death in the family,” said instructor Keersten Milson. “It’s the end of something that should stay around, but 

you know — COVID.

Milson and her fellow teachers dashed up to the vehicles to greet students and their parents. There were selfies and in 

some cases hugs.

“All right, Miss, Aurelia, what do we always spread?” teacher Cassie Hogan called out to a girl in an Elsa costume.

“Kindness!” 5-year-old Aurelia Fregeolle chirped back.

The blow of closing was especially hard for Callan and her workers because before COVID, Brilliant Dance Academy 

was doing better than ever.

Callan, a teacher at the Desert Ballet Center, took over the business when owner Patricia Bristow died in December 

2010. She reopened it as Brilliant Dance Academy in February 2011 and built it from a studio with 48 ballet students to 

a 300-student school where styles included ballet, jazz, tap and acrobatic dance.

Their recitals drew the largest live seated audiences in the Morongo Basin, she said, and this year she was moving from 

La Contenta Middle School’s auditorium to a venue in Palm Springs.

She had already booked a site for this summer’s show. And then COVID-19 hit.

‘Every week it got worse’

Like most businesses in California, the studio’s last day of in-person operations was Thursday, March 12.

It was supposed to be for just two weeks. Callan remembers writing on the lobby white board, ‘We’re closed for two 

weeks but classes are coming back March 30.”
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She quickly realized the pandemic orders were going to last much longer.

“Within four days I knew I was going to have to take the school to online classes,” she said. “I trained all my teachers, I 

got a Zoom account, we did a massive registration and got everyone converted but even doing that we were only able 

to get 50% buy-in.”

The goal for instructors and students was to forge ahead for the summer recitals.

“Every week it got worse,” Callan recalled.

The venue canceled so they couldn’t hold their recital in June. More people stopped taking the classes. The student 

count dropped from 300 to 150 to 65 students who were hanging on to see if they could do a summer show in August.

“Then it turned out we couldn’t.”

The state placed dance studios in the same category as gyms, allowing them only to do business outside — something 

impossible in the desert heat.

“That was the death knell,” Callan said.

After the recital was completely canceled, even more students dropped out.

“I’m a small-business owner. I still have all my rent, payroll and utilities. I’ve been basically operating in the red for two 

months,” Callan said.

“I did get some federal help in the first two months. I even got the Yucca Valley grant, which I was so grateful for. But 

that ran out.”

She had to tell her six employees that the studio was closing and they’d lose their jobs.

“That was horrendous,” she recalled.

Callan, who now lives in Moro Bay and has been commuting to Yucca Valley for three years, faced the fact that her 

studio wouldn’t survive into its 10th year.

'I hope they know that they can do anything'

Callan takes comfort in what that studio meant to her and the “dance family” she built.

“I really had a mission to have a particular loving, supportive educational style,” she said.

And while the studio is closed, she hopes her dancers keep a part of what they learned with them.

“I hope they know that they can do anything that they can put their mind to. I think they all learned to work hard, to not 

be afraid of hard work, and to approach anything they do with the idea that doing something hard is exciting and 

challenging,” she said.
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“We used to always say at our school, ‘We love to do hard things,’ and I always wanted them to approach life like that.”

At the end of every show, she choreographed a performance called the Diamond Dance for all of the students.

“ All the kids would march in through the front doors and down the sides of the auditorium and go on stage and do the 

Diamond Dance,” she explained. “It was a celebration of ‘look what you accomplished. Take some time to enjoy that 

moment.”

She hopes they remember that feeling.

“I just wanted them to think about the wonderful thing they just did.”
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California public health director abruptly resigns as state manages data snafu 

By Victoria Colliver 

08/10/2020 02:00 AM EDT 

OAKLAND — California Public Health Director Sonia Angell resigned Sunday evening without 
explanation, an abrupt departure that came amid a major data glitch affecting hundreds of 
thousands of Covid-19 test records, which has hampered counties' response to the virus. 

Angell, who took over as health officer and director of the California Department of Public 
Health in October, did not give a reason for her departure. Officials from the state Health and 
Human Services Agency, which oversees the public health department, declined to elaborate.  

Her resignation follows a tumultuous week for state health officials. POLITICO reported Friday 
that the two top state leaders managing the pandemic — Health and Human Services Secretary 
Mark Ghaly and Gov. Gavin Newsom — may have been left in the dark about the test problems 
despite Angell's department knowing about them. 

Ghaly on Friday detailed problems with the California Reportable Disease Information 
Exchange, known as CalREDIE, that have led to a backlog of 250,000 to 300,000 records. He 
explained that he did not learn of the issue until Monday afternoon — after Newsom announced 
the state's seven-day average daily case count had dropped 21 percent, a figure that was likely 
overstated given the backlog. 

The HHS secretary on Friday said he was looking into the apparent miscommunication both 
within the state HHS Agency as well as the Department of Public Health, under which the 
CalREDIE system operates. 

In a Sunday note to her staff announcing her resignation, Angell commended her colleagues for 
their "expertise, commitment, passion and kindness" and said plans are in place for a smooth 
transition. She noted she was proud to have been the first Latina to serve as the state's health 
director. 

Angell regularly appeared alongside Newsom to explain public health guidance, particularly 
early in the pandemic. 

"Since January, when we got word of repatriation flights arriving from Wuhan, China, our 
Department has been front and center in what has become an all-of-government response of 
unprecedented proportions to COVID-19," Angell wrote. "Not one of our staff has gone 
untouched by the changes that have occurred. Not in our professional lives or our personal lives."  

Sandra Shewry, who led the Department of Health Services under former Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, on Monday will be appointed acting public health director, state officials said 
Sunday evening. She served from 2004 to 2008 — the state in 2007 split the Health Services 
entity into the Department of Health Care Services and Department of Public Health. 

https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/08/07/california-told-counties-about-data-flaw-before-newsom-ghaly-apparently-knew-1306033?source=email
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Erica Pan, the state's epidemiologist, will take of the role of acting state public health officer. 

“I want to thank Dr. Angell for her service to the state and her work to help steer our public 
health system during this global pandemic, while never losing sight of the importance of health 
equity," Newsom said in a statement.  

Ghaly, in a statement, said he was grateful to Angell "for her service to the people of California 
during this unprecedented public health crisis." 

"She has worked tirelessly for all Californians, always keeping health equity in mind," Ghlay 
said. "Her leadership was instrumental as Californians flattened the curve once and in setting us 
on a path to do so again.” 

Before serving as director of California's health department, Angell was the former deputy 
commissioner for prevention and primary care at the New York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene.  
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Dr. Sonia Angell, former director of the California Department of Public Health, during an April news conference. On Sunday, she resigned from the
administration of Gov. Gavin Newsom. (Associated Press)

By JOHN MYERS  | SACRAMENTO BUREAU CHIEF 

AUG. 9, 2020 | 10:58 PM

SACRAMENTO —  Gov. Gavin Newsom’s director of the California Department of Public
Health resigned on Sunday, an abrupt departure of a key advisor in the state’s coronavirus
battle just days after the discovery of a computer system failure that resulted in the
undercounting of COVID-19 cases.

Dr. Sonia Angell, who held the position for less than a year, announced her resignation in
an email sent to department staff that was released by the California Health and Human
Services Agency.

“Since January, when we got word of repatriation flights arriving from Wuhan, China, our
department has been front and center in what has become an all-of-government
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response of unprecedented proportions to COVID-19,” Angell wrote in the email to public
health staff members. “In the final calculation, all of our work, in aggregate, makes the
difference.”

Angell’s decision to step aside comes at a crucial moment in California’s battle against the
spread of the virus. More than 10,000 Californians have died from the disease and 38 of
the state’s 58 counties are on a watchlist that has required the closure of businesses that
had briefly reopened in the early summer and K-12 schools as the academic year begins.
Angell, who frequently has appeared alongside Newsom in his public briefings on the
state’s efforts to combat the pandemic, was considered a key player in the coordination
with local public health departments across the state.

“I want to thank Dr. Angell for her service to the state and her work to help steer our
public health system during this global pandemic, while never losing sight of the
importance of health equity,” the governor said in a written statement Sunday night.

Last week, state officials confirmed that as many as 300,000 records had not been
processed by the computer clearinghouse system relied upon to provide to local officials
the COVID-19 test results reported by labs on a daily basis. Two separate errors were
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identified — one related to a computer server outage, the other to the expiration of an
electronic certificate for data to be transferred from Quest Laboratories.

Administration officials insisted they did not know the extent of the problem until after
Newsom’s public event on Aug. 3 in which he expressed optimism that current case
numbers — lower than some had expected — meant some progress in the state’s efforts.
But some local officials were sent communications the week before from the state
Department of Public Health acknowledging a problem with the CalREDIE computer
system.

Dr. Mark Ghaly, the secretary of the California Health and Human Services Agency, said on
Friday that a full investigation was underway to determine what happened. And although
he said that he had become aware of the “magnitude” of the problem only after
Newsom’s public statements, some state officials had information on the problem earlier.

ADVERTISEMENT

“We are aware that individuals there were knowledgeable of some of these challenges,”
Ghaly said in discussing both the state Public Health Department and his agency, which
oversees those operations.

A spokeswoman for the state health agency would not comment Sunday on whether
Angell’s sudden resignation was related to, or prompted by, the database errors.

“I am grateful to Dr. Angell for her service to the people of California during this
unprecedented public health crisis,” Ghaly said in a written statement Sunday night. “She
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has worked tirelessly for all Californians, always keeping health equity in mind. Her
leadership was instrumental as Californians flattened the curve once and in setting us on a
path to do so again.”

Angell served both as the director of the state Department of Public Health and as the
state’s public health officer. Those duties will now be split between two women, state
officials said. Sandra Shewry, a vice president at the nonprofit California Health Care
Foundation who oversaw the state’s Medi-Cal program under then-Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, will serve as acting director of the Department of Public Health. Dr. Erica
Pan, recently brought into the Newsom administration after serving as public health officer
in Alameda County, will take over as acting state public health officer.

ADVERTISEMENT

Newsom is expected to provide an update on the state’s coronavirus efforts Monday
afternoon.
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California told counties about data flaw before Newsom, Ghaly apparently knew 

By Victoria Colliver 

08/07/2020 11:13 PM EDT 

OAKLAND — The California Department of Public Health at least twice informed county 
officials about Covid-19 data collection problems before the state's top health officer says he 
knew about the issue, according to emails obtained by POLITICO. 

The state sent the alerts to county health offices on July 31 and again on Monday — an hour 
before Gov. Gavin Newsom touted a 21 percent drop in daily cases during his noon press 
conference, a figure that has since been deemed a likely undercount. 

Local health officials provided POLITICO with two emailed messages from the California 
Reportable Disease Information Exchange, known as CalREDIE, about technical problems that 
hampered its ability to provide accurate testing data.  

In an email dated July 31, state health officials refer to a “processing issue” that they had notified 
CalREDIE users about earlier in the week that they were still trying to resolve. In a followup 
email , received at 11:05 a.m. on Monday, CalREDIE officials referenced the July 31 notification 
and assured counties that they were working to resolve the problems and had “urgently escalated 
this issue to leadership.”  

Health and Human Services Secretary Mark Ghaly on Friday detailed the problems that have led 
to a backlog of 250,000 to 300,000 records. He explained that he did not learn of the issue until 
Monday afternoon — after the governor announced what looked like positive signs for the state's 
recovery. 

When asked about the timing during a press briefing Friday, Ghaly said he was looking into the 
“communication of this issue” both within the state Health and Human Services Agency as well 
as the California Department of Public Health.  

“We are aware that individuals there were knowledgeable of some of these challenges, and we 
are doing a complete look into how that communication both could have been better and where it 
went wrong,” he said. 

His office did not elaborate further Friday afternoon when asked why Ghaly wasn't aware of the 
alerts being sent to counties by his public health department. 

Ghaly blamed the data collection problems on a server outage that started July 25, and the 
inability to get data from Quest Diagnostics for five days. He said the state is developing a new 
tracking system for Covid-19 because the current system is not able to handle the volume. 

https://subscriber.politicopro.com/states/f/?id=00000173-cb9f-db2c-ad77-ebdfa29f0001&source=email
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/states/f/?id=00000173-cbaa-dbfe-a97f-dbff66460000&source=email
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/states/f/?id=00000173-cbaa-dbfe-a97f-dbff66460000&source=email
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/08/07/california-sorts-through-coronavirus-data-as-glitch-stymies-policy-decisions-1305972?source=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGQXuC85CJY&feature=youtu.be&source=email


It is not yet clear to what extent the undercount would have affected Newsom's 21 percent case 
drop figure. Ghaly said Friday he believes the general trend holds based on declining 
hospitalizations and other data. 

County health officials have been frustrated by the glitch, which they say has made it difficult to 
determine case trends and has affected whether counties can allow certain sectors to move 
forward. 

Riverside County was concerned enough Monday afternoon that it told residents that its data was 
being undercounted and told residents not to ease up on any precautions. 

“It’s critical the public has confidence we are providing them with the most accurate 
information,” Jose Arballo, spokesperson for the Riverside County Department of Public Health. 
“Whenever we have a situation where there are some questions about the numbers we provide, 
that hurts our ability to get the message out that’s needed for them to protect themselves.” 

Arballo said the county continues to work in partnership with the state.  

“At the point where the information lag was discovered, they have been transparent, as far as we 
know,” Arballo said. “We have been confident as we move forward we can provide the 
community with accurate information.”  
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Randy Romero, one of few people wearing a mask, says the pledge of allegiance at an Atwater City Council meeting in May. The city declared itself a “sanctuary city” in defiance of the
state’s stay-at-home orders. (Genaro Molina / Los Angeles Times)
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By HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 8, 2020 | 5 AM

It was a boast heard around this Central Valley town of 30,000, courtesy of Mayor Paul
Creighton.

Atwater had not just flattened the COVID-19 case curve. “We’ve smashed the curve,” he
declared.

With just 12 confirmed cases, the City Council in mid-May declared Atwater a “sanctuary
city” for business, allowing all businesses to reopen in defiance of California’s shutdown
orders.

How times have changed.

Cases have surged past 800 in Atwater. Merced County is on the state’s coronavirus watch
list. And federal officials have declared the rural, agricultural Central Valley one of the
nation’s most worrisome hot spots for the spread of the virus.

What has not changed is Atwater’s defiance. City leaders refuse to rescind the sanctuary
city resolution — despite the state’s withholding federal emergency coronavirus relief
funds because of it.

“They have tried to put a gun to our heads to make us fold,” Creighton said at a recent
City Council meeting. “They want our citizens to feel scared and vulnerable. Don’t be. They
want to increase political heat or we become the next victim in a long line of victims in
today’s cancel culture.”

Unless Atwater scraps its sanctuary city resolution, the state will withhold up to $387,428
for which the city is eligible because it is violating state public health rules, the Governor’s
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Office of Emergency Services told city leaders late last month.

The state has already withheld the Atwater’s first allocation of $64,833, said Brian
Ferguson, a spokesman for the state emergency services agency.

“Any municipality that takes actions that endanger the health and welfare of its citizens,
the state is going to take a close look at,"Ferguson told The Times.

The tussle comes as COVID-19 cases have exploded in Merced County. The county had
5,012 confirmed cases as of Friday. On June 6, it had just 343 cases. Atwater had 831
confirmed cases as of Friday. On June 6, it had confirmed 32 cases.

Atwater has more coronavirus cases per capita than Merced county’s two largest cities,
Merced (population 83,000) and Los Banos (population 40,000), according to a Times
analysis. Despite being home to 10.6% of the county’s population, the city has about 16.6%
of known infections in the county.

ADVERTISEMENT

While California’s second surge of coronavirus this summer is showing signs of
stabilization, the increased spread in the Central Valley are a source of deep worry among
physicians and public health officials.

“Although L.A. may be looking a bit better, there’s significant movement of virus from
Bakersfield all the way up the Central Valley into Stockton,” Dr. Deborah Birx, the White
House’s coronavirus response coordinator, said in a recording of a conference call
obtained by the Center for Public Integrity.

Gov. Gavin Newsom has identified the Central Valley as a region in great need of
resources to slow the spread of the virus. He is sending “strike teams” of state, federal and
local personnel there and asked state lawmakers to approve $52 million to improve
testing, tracing and isolation protocols in eight counties: San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced,
Madera, Fresno, Kings and Tulare, and Kern.

Newsom’s decision to target the Central Valley coincides with his funding standoff with
Atwater and Coalinga, a city of 16,000 in Fresno County.
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On July 23, Mark Ghilarducci, director of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, sent
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letters to the city managers of Atwater and Coalinga, which passed a resolution in May
declaring all businesses to be essential.

Coalinga’s share of the federal funds, Ghilarducci wrote, would have been up to $212,358.
The state has already blocked the first allocation of some $36,000.

“In order to be eligible for funding, assuming it meets the other prescribed criteria, the city
would need to rescind this resolution,” Ghilarducci wrote to both cities.

The state says the cities are violating rules that govern the distribution of $1.8 billion
allocated to California through the federal CARES Act. California’s largest communities
received money directly from the federal government — a total of $5.8 billion to counties
and cities with populations over 500,000 — while the state budget includes a detailed plan
to help less-populated areas.

ADVERTISEMENT

Neither Atwater nor Coalinga will budge.

Coalinga City Manager Marissa Trejo said that, after receiving the letter, she invited state
officials to participate in a special City Council meeting via Zoom to discuss rescinding the
resolution. They declined. The City Council voted to reaffirm it.

In emails that she shared with The Times, Trejo told Office of Emergency Services officials
that Coalinga was “being held to a higher standard” than other cities in order to receive
the funds. Other cities might not have resolutions, she wrote, but “they are not enforcing”
state health orders.

“To be honest,” she wrote, “I am not aware of any businesses in Coalinga operating
against the existing orders. There is nowhere in Coalinga that I can dine in. None of our
restaurants are even offering outdoor dining. I have not seen a single hair salon,
barbershop or nail salon open.”

ADVERTISEMENT

In Atwater, the politically potent “sanctuary city” label won support from officials across the
U.S. and quickly landed Creighton on “Fox & Friends,” where he called state lockdown
orders “draconian.” But it also provoked anger among some residents who called it
political grandstanding.
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Despite its defiance, the city last week posted on its Facebook page photos of municipal
employees covering their faces and wearing matching T-shirts that said, “Mask Up
Atwater.”

At a raucous City Council meeting last week, members of the Freedom Angels Foundation
— best known for their anti-vaccine activism — rallied outside City Hall in support of the
sanctuary city resolution. In a Facebook video beforehand, the group’s co-founders said
Creighton had reached out to them and asked them to show up and “wear red as a sign
of solidarity.”

At the meeting, officials — including the city manager, two council members and the
police chief — who were not publicly covering their faces around the time the resolution
was passed, wore masks at times. Creighton took his off while he was on the dais.

ADVERTISEMENT

Resident Mary McWatters said she was baffled the financially strapped city was willing to
lose emergency funds.

“Mr. Creighton, you believe that your constituents and Donald Trump are on your side,”
she said. “Well, Donald Trump is not going to bail this city out.”

Resident Theron Sanders Sr., wearing a star-spangled bandanna around his neck, said he
masked up in public to keep mom-and-pop businesses in compliance with safety rules
and, therefore, open. He wanted the sanctuary city resolution left in place.

“We need our economy to be able to continue to grow,” he said. “We need to be able to
stay open. ... I believe this ‘plandemic’ is entirely designed to not only bring down our
economy but to destroy our president.”

ADVERTISEMENT

The shutdowns walloped Atwater just as it was starting to claw back from the Great
Recession. Last year, the state auditor ranked Atwater the second-most financially
distressed city in the state, behind Compton.

Creighton said the city has since balanced its budget and did not count on getting state or
federal help anyway.

Newsom, he told The Times, is “just downright bullying” his city. Creighton said he was
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only trying to help small businesses devastated by the shutdown orders, which allowed
chain retailers such as Walmart and Target to stay open, with varied compliance with
safety rules.

Among the facilities in Merced County with an active COVID-19 outbreak is the Walmart
Supercenter in Atwater, according to the county.

ADVERTISEMENT

“The only thing we did with the sanctuary city is allow businesses to open up,” Creighton
said. “We still socially distance. We still wear masks. We still do good hygiene. ... It seems
like we’re arbitrarily being picked on.”

Times staff writer Sean Greene contributed to this report.
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Riverside County lost at least 100,500 jobs due to coronavirus, study concludes – Press Enterprise
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By JEFF HORSEMAN | jhorseman@scng.com | The Press-Enterprise
PUBLISHED: August 9, 2020 at 7:00 a.m. | UPDATED: August 9, 2020 at 7:00 a.m.

Riverside County lost more than 100,000 jobs at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, and the
prospects of an economic rebound are grim if the virus isn’t controlled, a new study found.

Conducted by Claremont McKenna College, the 11-page study presented to the Board of Supervisors
on Tuesday, Aug. 4, offers a detailed look at the pandemic’s toll on the county economy.

Like the rest of the nation, the local economy has been ravaged by a virus that prompted a statewide
stay-at-home order to limit its spread. COVID-19 concerns led to the postponement and eventual
cancellation of this year’s Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival and Stagecoach Country Music

LOCAL NEWS

Riverside County lost at least 100,500 jobs due to
coronavirus, study concludes

 • News
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Festival in Indio, annual events that bring close to 300,000 visitors and $450 million in economic
activity, according to the study, which was commissioned by the county and Inland Empire Economic
Partnership.

Assuming pre-pandemic trends, the county’s economy was set to grow by $2 billion to $95 billion this
year, the study found. Instead, the county lost $1.033 billion in March and April, the study read.

“In a growing economy such as the county’s, the economic ‘hole’ created by the shutdown is more
than the $1 billion lost during the shutdown, because you should also account for the $2 billion in
trend growth that would have occurred in 2020 in the absence of the pandemic shutdown,” the study
read.

“Roughly speaking, it might take 18 months to recover $3 billion in lost output.”
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Nordstrom closing permanently in
Riverside, Montclair

1 more Inland restaurant temporarily
closes because of coronavirus concerns

Riverside County’s progress in
coronavirus fight has been lost, official
warns

Riverside County program recruits youths
to help with coronavirus relief

How coronavirus delay of Coachella and
Stagecoach festivals will impact tourism

RELATED LINKS

The county, which had a 14.8% unemployment rate in June according to the state — it was 4.2% in
June 2019 — lost 100,500 jobs in March and April, the study found.

The lost jobs include:

It will likely take years for the economy to bounce back,
said the study’s authors, economists Manfred W. Keil and
Robert A. Kleinhenz.

“In 2019, Riverside County added 19,200 jobs, a 2.6%
increase over 2018,” the study read. “If recovery from the
pandemic proceeded at that pace, it would take 5 years to recover the 100,500 jobs lost in the two-
month shutdown period!”

The rate of recovery depends on containing the virus and the public’s cooperation with virus-fighting
practices, the study concluded.

“One message must be clear: there is no trade-off between fighting the virus (until there is a vaccine)
and a functioning economy,” the study read. “Rather, fighting the virus is a prerequisite for returning
the economy to a new normal.”

44,370 in leisure and hospitality

15,820 in retail
10,730 in health and education
8,520 in business and professional services
5,530 in businesses such as hair and nail salons that were forced to shut down.
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L.A. County Department of Public Health Director Barbara Ferrer. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times)

By ALEX WIGGLESWORTH  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 8, 2020 | 4:09 PM

Los Angeles County public health officials on Saturday reported 2,645 new cases of the
coronavirus and 51 related deaths but said hospitalizations continue to decline.

The latest case numbers did not include a pending backlog of lab reports the county is
expecting the state to send via its electronic reporting system over the next couple of
days, officials said. It’s not clear whether that will change the overall picture of how rapidly
the virus continues to spread.

Still, officials said, death and hospitalization statistics were not affected by the reporting
glitch, which has rendered new case numbers inaccurate.

On Friday, there were 1,568 confirmed COVID-19 cases in county hospitals; the number
topped 2,000 for much of July. The most recent three-day average number of
hospitalizations represented a decline of 5.2%, according to the L.A. Times coronavirus
tracker.

L.A. County has now tallied 206,778 cases and 4,967 deaths.

“After a fairly rough July, we are cautiously optimistic about what our numbers are
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showing in the first week of August, particularly the information on declining daily
hospitalizations,” Barbara Ferrer, the county health director, said in a statement.
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Gov. Newsom has rolled back reopenings. What's closed or reopened in your county?

“As we look to the future and continue planning our recovery, the lessons from our recent
past serve as a reminder that we need to continue our vigilance in the face of this still new
and dangerous virus.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Ferrer said this will require many more weeks of putting activities on hold, avoiding parties
and crowded situations, wearing face coverings in public and keeping six feet apart from
others.

Orange County reported a similar drop in hospitalizations, with a total of 491 confirmed
COVID-19 patients and a three-day average that represented a 5.1% decline. The county
added 322 cases and 16 deaths Saturday, bringing its total to 39,076 cases and 720
deaths.

California has reported 554,389 cases and 10,307 deaths statewide.

Officials have cautioned that the number of cases, including those reported by individual
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counties, could be artificially low due to glitches in the California Reportable Disease
Information Exchange electronic database.

ADVERTISEMENT

Dr. Mark Ghaly, California’s health and human services director, said Friday that between
250,000 and 300,000 results have not been uploaded to the database. It’s not clear if the
lost test results are scattered throughout the state or contained to a small number of
counties.
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The issue has affected L.A. County’s efforts at contact tracing, and officials on Saturday
renewed their plea for any resident who has tested positive to call 1-833-540-0473 to
speak to a public health specialist.

Times staff writer Taryn Luna contributed to this report.
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Online education is the norm in Southern California. So is confusion.
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Public education is kicking back into gear this month, but for most students in Los Angeles, Orange,
Riverside and San Bernardino counties the phrase “back to school” will be a euphemism. Throughout
the region, distance learning and closed classrooms will be the norms until health conditions improve.

With that in mind, here’s a brief guide to some of the questions parents and students might have
about the upcoming school year.

Q: Can my kid go to school?

Students got a taste of distance learning at the end of the 2019-20 school year, and some educators hope that will help make the
start of the next school year a little smoother. (Photo by Jeff Gritchen, Orange County Register/SCNG)

S  

https://www.ocregister.com/author/andre-mouchard/
mailto:amouchard@scng.com
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/08/09/as-school-starts-anxiety-and-excitement-build-for-online-2-0/
https://issuu.com/scng/docs/womenofcoast-may2020?fr=sM2Y2YjExNzg3MDY
https://www.ranker.com/list/mount-everest-mashup/mel-judson?format=slideshow&slide=1&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=nativo&utm_term=11442&utm_campaign=nativo-d-everest&nocid=371062


Questions, answers about upcoming school year, distance learning – Orange County Register

https://www.ocregister.com/2020/08/09/questions-answers-about-the-upcoming-school-year-and-distance-learning/[8/10/2020 8:55:02 AM]

Probably not, at least not yet. The state is requiring online-only instruction until the pandemic slows in
counties that are on the state watch list. Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino counties
are all on that list.

There is a limited exception. On Monday, Aug. 3, the state issued rules for a waiver process that could
let some elementary schools reopen. But that process gives county health officials final say on the
matter and sets health standards that must be met. As of now, in the four-county region, only Orange
County might permit some schools to open, though none so far have qualified.

Q: Why are we doing this?

The online-only mandate was implemented for health reasons.

“Unfortunately, Covid-19 continues to spread in the Los Angeles area and the virus is going to impact

.st0{fill:#FFFFFF;}.st1{fill:#0099FF;}

READ MORE

M  

T  

By 

TOP ARTICLES 1/5

Two 17 year olds put pandemic downtime to good use

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/In-Person-Elementary-Waiver-Process.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/In-Person-Elementary-Waiver-Process.aspx
https://connatix.com/
https://connatix.com/
https://connatix.com/
https://connatix.com/
https://connatix.com/
https://connatix.com/
https://www.ranker.com/list/mount-everest-mashup/mel-judson?format=slideshow&slide=1&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=nativo&utm_term=11442&utm_campaign=nativo-d-everest&nocid=371062
https://www.ranker.com/list/mount-everest-mashup/mel-judson?format=slideshow&slide=1&utm_source=nativo&utm_medium=nativo&utm_term=11442&utm_campaign=nativo-d-everest&nocid=371062
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


Questions, answers about upcoming school year, distance learning – Orange County Register

https://www.ocregister.com/2020/08/09/questions-answers-about-the-upcoming-school-year-and-distance-learning/[8/10/2020 8:55:02 AM]

Related story

As school starts, anxiety and excitement
build for Online 2.0

how we start the new school year,” wrote Austin Beutner, superintendent of Los Angeles Unified
School District, to explain why the nation’s second-biggest school district is starting the year online.

It’s not ideal. Most teachers, administrators and parents (of
all political leanings) seem to want traditional education to
resume. And studies consistently show that for most
students online instruction typically isn’t as effective as
traditional schooling.

But in any face-to-face school setting – even if temperature checks and social distancing rules are
enforced – students interact daily with a lot of people; other students, teachers, school staff, parents.
And data shows that more contacts in schools mean more COVID in the community.

Q: When can traditional school resume?

Schools under the online-only mandate can’t reopen traditional instruction until their county has been
off the state watch list for 14 consecutive days.

Q: Online school last spring wasn’t great. Will it be different now?

Yes. The state issued rules for the coming school year aimed at adding rigor to online instruction,
including some rules for teachers and students that mirror traditional schooling.

For example, state law is reviving basic daily instruction limits. This year, that means 180 minutes of
instruction time every day for kindergartners, 230 minutes for grades 1 through 3 and 240 minutes a
day for grades 4 through 12.

The state also is reviving attendance rules, though it is letting districts work with parents to work out
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the details.

Also, for families who lack computers or WiFi access, online education wasn’t technically feasible last
academic year. In fact, the state estimated that 700,000 more computers and 300,000 WiFi hotspots
were needed to make sure every student in the state could attend online school this year. Officials set
aside $5.3 billion to bridge that gap, and districts throughout the region have been tapping that money
to get equipment to families who need it. (On Aug. 5 the state Department of Education said about
one in nine students in California still need at least some new technology to participate in online
school.)

Other new rules call for schools to offer some form of daily interaction with students and parents.
When schools closed in the spring and online classes kicked in, many parents expressed frustration
because it was tough to stay in touch with teachers.

Q: Will teachers issue grades?

They can.

The state says it’s up to each school district to determine how to handle grading. If grades are issued,
the standards have to be equitable for all students and they have to reflect the curriculum that’s
actually covered during this unusual year.

Q: What’s the deal with academic testing?

This year, it’s unclear if the state will require schools to conduct standardized testing to measure
school performance. But tests that measure individual achievement – Advanced Placement, SAT and
ACT – are being offered. All have been modified to reflect the rules of social distancing, including in
some cases versions of the tests that can be taken remotely.

What’s less clear is the ongoing relevance of those tests.

Many colleges and universities still issue college credit to students who pass AP tests, or at least let a
passing AP score substitute for introductory college-level coursework. Likewise, many schools still
look at SAT and ACT scores as part of the admission process.

But that’s evolving. The state’s two big university systems, the University of California and California
State University, said they won’t look at SAT or ACT tests for the class of 2021. And, recently, the UC
system said it plans to develop its own standardized tests by 2025.
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Q: Will students learn much this year?

Yes, but expectations should reflect the circumstances.

There are advantages and disadvantages to in-class and online learning, and individual students can
thrive in either context. But experts say online-only instruction generally isn’t as effective as in-class
schooling when it comes to reaching the most students.

A 2017 report from the Brookings Institution found online students generally don’t do as well as their
in-class peers on assessment tests and other measures of education. Worse, the report found that the
online education experience “impacts performance in future classes and likelihood of dropping out of
college.”

That said, other studies show that online instruction can work well when it’s a supplement to time
spent in class, and ‘blended’ schooling can be as effective as full-time, face-to-face instruction.

Q: What’s the glitch with online education?

Distractions. Essentially, the multi-task tools that are offered on any laptop or smart pad – and the
easy-to-distract nature of young human beings – make it too easy for students to tune out information
that’s presented online.

A 2019 study from Kent State, which surveyed 452 undergraduates at public universities found that
online students demonstrated “significantly greater multitasking behavior” than their in-a-classroom
peers. As teachers presented information online, their students were inclined to text and send email,
watch video and listen to music, and talk to others on the phone, among other things.

Q: How big is the gap between online learning and face-to-face learning?

It’s hard to measure precisely, but an estimate by experts at Brown University says students were set
back significantly by the switch to online-only instruction that started last March. Specifically, the
report found most learned less than half the math and only about 70% of the language skills they
would have picked up in a traditional school year. The problem was worse for young students and
particularly acute for students in single-parent and economically challenged households, and for
students who are learning English.

Q: How can a student learn the most online?

Lose the distractions. Be organized. Set aside time that’s devoted solely to communicating with the
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teacher.

In short, the same skills that help students succeed in a traditional classroom also work for online
school. The difference is that much of that concentration has to come at home, without the physical
oversight of a teacher.

Q: How can parents help their student during online school?

Know what’s expected of your student and track their progress daily.

You can start by using your school’s online parent portal and finding out your teacher’s short-term and
long-term goals for the class and each student. Also, don’t miss any opportunity you have to chat with
the teacher directly. In a setting where students and parents are isolated from other students and
parents, there’s less wiggle room for uncertainty.

On that note, don’t be totally isolated. Use the internet and phone to create study groups for your
student and discussion groups for parents. If many of you have the same questions, bring them up
with the teacher or the school.

Also, make sure your student has the tech and WiFi access needed to stay in class every day. That
includes a distraction-free work environment, clear of everything from TV shows and siblings to
chatter from any adults in the house. Treat online school time for what it is: school time. You wouldn’t
interrupt your student’s face-to-face math class, so don’t interrupt the online version of that same
instruction.

And, finally, track your student closely. Listen to what they say about their classwork and watch for
non-verbal cues. If they tell you about a problem, or if they show signs that they’re falling behind –
can’t finish homework; becomes angry at the mention of school; won’t let you see their work – reach
out quickly to the teacher.

Q: What should online school look like?

That’ll vary from school to school and maybe even from class to class. Many teachers will work from
their homes; others will work from school classrooms.

One thing that’ll be common is this: The review part of this academic year could last longer than usual.

Schools were shut down suddenly in March and the online programs offered over the last months of
the school year were less rigorous than the education planned for this year. As a result, teachers and
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students have a lot of ground to make up.

Q: This online school thing is frustrating. What can I do to reduce the stress?

First, the stress issue isn’t trivial. In June, Gallup published a national poll in which nearly 3 in 10
parents said their children are suffering some level of “emotional harm” as a result of the isolation that
comes from social distancing and online school.

Or, as a high school student in Nashville told the New York Times:

“My online school day consists of waking up at 10 a.m. instead of 6 a.m., working on my laptop in my
bed instead of a classroom, and now I make my own schedule. While this sounds pretty enjoyable for
any teenager, it has made me miss school…

“If you had told me a few months ago that I would be praying to go to school, I would’ve laughed and
called you crazy, but I would do anything to go back to my school.”

In schools, the pushback on stress will begin when online instruction resumes.

Emotional education is a thing in schools these days, with or with the pandemic. Students increasingly
are being taught things like how to control their emotions, how to be empathetic, how to work well with
others. Those skills are valuable in every workplace and every life.

That’s likely to continue, in some form, during coronavirus-era online schooling. Many teachers, at all
grade levels, will set aside part of the online day to let students discuss everything from what’s funny
about being cooped up at home, to what’s scary, to how they feel when illness and economic ruin
seem to be driving the world.

The push back against stress also can happen at home. Parents can boost mental health by creating
a life that’s as close to normal as it can be during an online school year.

That might mean more sit-down dinners and family time and reading. It also might mean paying extra
attention to making sure everybody gets enough sleep.

And, of course, make sure your student gets outside for exercise as much as possible; the physical
needs of childhood (or adulthood) haven’t gone away because of the pandemic.

Q: What are the rules for special needs students?

Same as the old rules.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/312605/parents-say-covid-harming-child-mental-health.aspx
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If your school has an individual plan for your student, it “remains in effect,” according to state
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The state urges parents to reach out to schools or districts to get specific answers. In all, more than
700,000 students in California (out of a total student population of 6.2 million) could be affected if any
changes are made to special needs instruction.
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Coronavirus cases among U.S. children jumped 40% in late July

By BLOOMBERG

AUG. 10, 2020 | 8:38 AM  UPDATED 8:38 AM

Coronavirus infections among U.S. children grew 40% in the last half of July, according to
a report from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children’s Hospital Assn.,
bringing the total number of child infections to 8.8% of all U.S. cases.

The report, which aggregates data from 49 states, comes amid heated debate over
whether schools should reopen in the fall. Although the surge of infections contradicts
President Trump’s assertion that kids are “virtually immune,” the data also show that child
infections make up a disproportionately small share of the overall outbreak in the U.S.

Many parents are eager to get their kids back in classes. Yet the coronavirus is still surging
in much of the country, and there is conflicting data about how it is transmitted to and
from children. Some schools that have already resumed classes have experienced
outbreaks amid scenes of kids crowded together without wearing masks, raising fears that
a full nationwide reopening in September will cause a new spike of infection.

The study said 97,078 new child cases were reported from July 16-30, bringing the total
number since the pandemic began to 338,982. The range of ages varied from state to
state, with some including an age limit as high as 24.
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California, Florida and Arizona had the highest number of total child cases in the U.S., with
more than 20,000 each, the report found. By population, Arizona had the highest count,
with more than 1,000 cases per 100,000 children, more than double the national average
of 447.

Deaths among U.S. children from COVID-19 total 86, only 0.06% of total fatalities in the
country and 0.03% of infections among children.
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An all-star economic task force is advising Newsom during the pandemic.
Little is known about its work

ADVERTISEMENT

Sections

Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/california
https://www.latimes.com/


Little is known about Newsom's COVID-19 economic task force - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-10/newsom-coronavirus-economic-task-force[8/10/2020 8:38:23 AM]

Jason Ruckart, managing partner at Roy’s restaurant in Woodland Hills, hands chopsticks to Nicole Lehning and her husband, Kyle, as they dine outdoors in what was previously the valet
parking area. (Mel Melcon / Los Angeles Times)

By PHIL WILLON  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 10, 2020 | 5 AM

SACRAMENTO —  Faced with a pandemic that has put millions of Californians out of work
and eviscerated businesses large and small, Gov. Gavin Newsom promised that “health
and science” would guide state officials in repairing the economy and steering it toward
recovery.

But as Newsom rapidly reopened the state in May, he also received advice from an all-star
roster of business titans. The Governor’s Task Force on Business and Jobs Recovery is a
108-member group that counts former California governors, Apple Chief Executive Tim
Cook, Disney Executive Chairman Bob Iger and former Federal Reserve Board
Chairwoman Janet L. Yellen among its members.

For all the boldface names and huge stakes, little is known about the task force, including
how extensive a role the group played in shaping the decisions to reopen California.
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The task force has operated almost entirely behind closed doors, and those appointed
were not required to submit state government financial disclosure forms listing their assets
and business interests, which would show potential conflicts. Newsom administration
officials said the task force is just an advisory panel and has no authority to make policy,
and noted that the meetings are private so members can share their opinions openly.

Still, the governor has relied on the group’s recommendations to help shape his
administration’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Members were consulted about
safeguards for reopening retailers and other sectors of the economy, including guidelines
calling for workers and patrons inside stores and other businesses to wear face coverings.
The group has also urged Newsom to expand upon the $75 million set aside in the state
budget for small-business loans.

Months after the governor called together the task force, however, few details about its
work have been made public, falling short of Newsom’s pledge that the group would
“demonstrate meaningful reforms, meaningful changes, working on bonds, working on all
kinds of financial mechanisms to jump-start this economy.”

And what has been unveiled has been limited in scope. The task force told The Times it
has reached out to internet service providers and computer suppliers to help bridge the
“digital divide” among California students and asked them to offer affordable broadband
access and donate devices, and it said that the group has worked on a training-based jobs
program and marketing campaigns to help small businesses and slow the spread of the
coronavirus.

Some in Sacramento say they are still waiting for the big ideas promised by Newsom
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when he announced the group in April.
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“The idea was to bring California’s best minds and brainpower. What’s there to account
for that?” said Steve Maviglio, a Democratic strategist who served as press secretary to
then-Gov. Gray Davis. “Even Congress has been able to pass some economic stimulus —
and California hasn’t. That makes no sense.”

Ann O’Leary, task force co-chair and Newsom’s chief of staff, said Californians can expect
to see concrete initiatives from the group soon. She said the task force is discussing more
long-range, big-ticket ideas to address issues related to the California economy, including
racial inequities and combating climate change, and is exploring whether some of the
beneficial side effects of the work and lifestyle changes caused by the pandemic, such as
reduced traffic and pollution attributed to many Californians working from home, can be
maintained in a retooled California economy.

“Leaders who we asked to help us really took the call to action seriously,” she said.

Since its creation, members of the governor’s task force — which also includes Los
Angeles Times owner Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong — have gathered every other week for a
one-hour Zoom video call, with Newsom offering opening remarks. The panel has five
subcommittees — focused on topics including small business, climate and infrastructure
— that meet weekly.
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Los Angeles developer Rick Caruso, a member of the task force, said that government
advisory panels often lose steam over time and that those who are initially appointed as
members have proxies attend in their place. That’s not been the case on this committee,
he said.

“I think this has been one of the most productive [committees], and the reason is the
governor has stayed very engaged,” said Caruso, who has served on the Los Angeles
Board of Police Commissioners and the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum Commission.
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Jamie Court of the advocacy group Consumer Watchdog criticized the lack of
transparency on the task force, which he likened to a “star chamber.”

“It’s the worst type of construct for the public because you don’t know what is being said
and what information is being given to the governor,” Court said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Most alarming, Court said, was the decision to appoint representatives from Southern
California Edison and Aera Energy, a partnership of Shell Oil and ExxonMobil, who serve
on the task force subcommittee for “leveraging innovation and climate.”

“It shows that this committee is being used to propagate the ideas of big business and not
to target climate change proposals to actually limit the exploitation of the earth and the
slowing of climate change,” he said.

Task force co-chair Tom Steyer, a billionaire former hedge fund manager, climate change
activist and onetime presidential candidate, said members checked their personal and
partisan interests “at the door.” Still, Steyer said, the task force members could have done
a better job letting Californians know what they’ve been up to.

“This is an advisory group. The decisions are made by the governor,” Steyer said. “We’re
bringing people to the table that reflect big businesses across California, little businesses
across the board, every geographic area, community leaders and community groups and
nonprofit leaders.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Steyer said the panel has reviewed dozens of proposals to help kick-start California’s
economy in an expeditious, long-lasting and equitable way. Steyer said he recently spoke
to leaders in the solar and wind industries to see what can be done to accelerate their
projects in ways that do not require state financial assistance.

“We are advising the governor on different financing options specifically in infrastructure,
clean energy and bridging the digital divide,” Steyer said.

Micah Weinberg of California Forward, a nonprofit focused on improving government
performance and economic growth, praised the proposals to accelerate infrastructure
projects throughout California, noting that billions of dollars in previously approved bond
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money is readily available.

But he said the group should be doing more to address geographic and racial disparities
in California’s economy and cultivate the growth of Black- and Latino-owned businesses.
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“I think there’s an opportunity for more bold leadership … on some of these issues,”
Weinberg said. “It strikes me as the time to be taking bigger risks to deliver for the people
in California.”

The Newsom administration and the California Legislature need to provide measures that
shield small businesses from liability claims and also thin out the thicket of state
regulations that impede growth and investment, he said.

“If we’re serious about small businesses, and this is especially true for minority-owned
small businesses, that’s going to have to be added to this agenda,” Weinberg said.

Task force member Angela Glover Blackwell, the founder of PolicyLink, a nonprofit group
that promotes policies to help disadvantaged Americans, said the COVID-19 pandemic has
only exacerbated the devastating consequences of racial inequity in California.

ADVERTISEMENT

Not only are Black and Latino people more likely to be part of the essential workforce,
they’ve been disproportionally hit by the virus itself. Black, Latino and rural students are
less likely to have internet access at home, which will lead to dire consequences when
most California schools begin the academic year with closed classrooms and distance
learning, Blackwell said.

“The issues are bigger than tax breaks for small business,” she said.

Blackwell added that more proposals are coming and that the task force, given the large
size of its membership and what it is trying to accomplish, is working “well enough.”

Economist William Yu of the UCLA Anderson School of Management said that of the ideas
from the task force, accelerating infrastructure projects may be the easiest and most
effective way to stimulate the state’s economy. But he said rescuing businesses and the
workforce depends mostly on the federal government’s response.
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The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act, a $2-trillion bipartisan stimulus
package signed in March by President Trump, provided special unemployment benefits
and offered small businesses critical financial assistance at the height of the pandemic. But
the benefits expired at the end of July, and a new financial relief package has stalled in
Washington.

Yu said it’s essential that Congress act quickly and decisively.

“Otherwise we’re going to see what happened in the early 1930s in the Great Depression,”
he said.
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CALIFORNIA

As COVID-19 cases surge, patients are dying at a lower rate. Here’s why
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Janil Wise, left, and Melinda Gruman, nurses at Providence Holy Cross Medical Center, look over a patient’s medical chart. (Brian van der Brug / Los Angeles Times)

By SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 9, 2020 | 5 AM

When the number of people being sent to the hospital with COVID-19 began to creep up
in Los Angeles County early this summer, officials warned that a major increase in deaths
was inevitable. A record-breaking number of cases could result in a record-breaking
number of deaths, they predicted.

But nearly two months later, that has not materialized. The coronavirus continues to kill
hundreds of people every week in L.A. County, but the death toll has remained lower than
expected.

The trend is due in part to younger people falling sick, as well as better control over the
disease’s spread in high-risk settings, such as nursing homes. But doctors say there’s
another factor pushing up survival rates: better treatments.

“It was so grim in the beginning,” said Dr. Armand Dorian, an ER physician and chief
medical officer for Verdugo Hills Hospital at USC. “Now we actually have regimens of
treatments that do help. ... Since the beginning, say, February to now, we’ve learned a lot.”

The trends are not limited to L.A. County. In California, 3.6% of people diagnosed with
COVID-19 between March and May died of the disease. Among those diagnosed between
June 1 and Aug. 3, that figure dropped to 1.2%, according to a Times analysis of state
data. Expanded testing, changing patient demographics and better patient care all played
a role in that drop, experts say.

The statistic is what epidemiologists call the case-fatality rate: the number of deaths
divided by the number of cases. This measures how deadly the disease is once people
catch it — the chance of surviving. While the pandemic remains bleak, the lowered case-
fatality rate is a glimmer of progress, experts say.

The case-fatality rate exists alongside another statistic: the mortality rate — deaths divided
by the total population — which reflects the spread of the disease within the population.

In an interview with Axios released last week, President Trump discounted the nation’s
mortality rate, which is worse than most other countries’, while lauding its case-fatality
rate, which is better than most countries’.
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But an improved case-fatality rate cannot offset the vast spread of the deadly virus,
experts say. California’s mortality rate is rising as the state’s death toll from COVID-19
surpassed 10,000 on Thursday. If many people keep falling ill, then many people will die,
even with improvements in survival rates.

CALIFORNIA

California vows to fix coronavirus reporting system amid huge backlog of unreported tests
Aug. 7, 2020

Dr. Tim Brewer, an infectious disease specialist and epidemiologist at UCLA, said that even
the medical improvements could be negated if the number of patients continues to grow.
An overwhelmed healthcare system could hamper physicians’ ability to provide lifesaving
care, he said.

“We’ve acquired a tremendous amount of information in the last seven months that has
been helpful. We just need everybody to recognize that the virus has not gone away,”
Brewer said.
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When COVID-19 patients first began showing up in hospitals in the spring, doctors didn’t
know which medicines or treatments would be effective. Little was understood about how
the virus was transmitted or the best way to protect staff. USC’s Dorian described
healthcare workers dealing with that unprecedented crisis as “deer in headlights.”

But that has changed rapidly as doctors around the world study and treat the coronavirus.
Research findings in one country may within days become clinical guidelines in another.
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“The collaboration between physicians all over the world over how to best treat COVID-19
has been quite extraordinary,” said Dr. Bilal Naseer, a critical care doctor in Sacramento
with CommonSpirit Health, a large nonprofit hospital system. “I think the confidence level
of physicians and healthcare teams is very high now — how to early-identify patients with
COVID-19 and how to prevent severe disease is really much better understood.”

Early in the outbreak, panicked healthcare workers administered multiple drugs to patients
to try to save them, unsure which may help. But that strategy made it hard to tell what was
and wasn’t working, so physicians couldn’t gain knowledge they could use to help the next
patients.
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“Physicians around the world and in L.A. were basically throwing anything we could at
these patients,” Brewer said. “We needed to get our panic level down a little bit and do
research and trials and studies.”

One of those studies, conducted by British scientists, led to a surprising finding. For other
deadly coronaviruses, such as SARS and MERS, steroid medications had been shown to
worsen symptoms.

But the UK researchers found that dexamethasone, a common and low-cost steroid,
reduced mortality for patients on ventilators by a third, and by a fifth for those requiring
oxygen, according to the study published in June.

Doctors had already begun administering remdesivir, an antiviral medication developed
by Gilead Sciences, that had been shown to shorten the time it takes for patients to
recover from the infection. Both medicines are now regularly prescribed by physicians
treating COVID-19 patients, they say.
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“We’re miles away from having real cures like vaccinations and more specific meds,”
Dorian said. “But we have something. It feels good to say, ‘Why don’t we give
remdesivir?’”

San Diego State University epidemiologist Eyal Oren pointed out that many people who
get sick may not die, but will still endure long-term health consequences. He warned that
looking at small improvements in survival rates may belie the reality that thousands
continue to die from COVID-19, particularly people of color.
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“Why do we have this many cases and this many deaths?” he said. “What’s the big
picture?”

But for some, the improved survival rates are a sliver of hope.
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Before the latest wave of patients in L.A. County, the most people ever hospitalized with
COVID-19 in the county at one time was just over 1,950 in late April. That record was
broken in July, when more than 2,200 people were hospitalized with the infection.

Yet, average deaths never exceeded what they had reached in the spring. The county’s
case-fatality rate from COVID-19 has dropped from 4% in May to 2% now, according to
county data.

“To me, that probably means we’re doing better care,” said Dr. Jeffrey Gunzenhauser with
the L.A. County Department of Public Health.

Gunzenhauser said that the decline is probably also due to changes in who is falling ill.
Infections have fallen in nursing homes, whose residents are particularly vulnerable to the
virus, while cases have increased among young people, who are healthier and more likely
to survive, he said.
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Dexamethasone is a cheap, widely available steroid that reduced deaths among severely ill, hospitalized COVID-19 patients.
(Associated Press)

When patients do end up in the hospital, doctors have new protocols to improve their
odds of survival. Early in the pandemic, doctors rushed to put patients on ventilators when
they were struggling to breathe.

But now it has become clear that it may not be necessary to intubate these patients, which
can open them up to other complications that actually decrease their chance of survival.

Now, physicians lay patients on their stomachs to allow more oxygen into their lungs and
give them oxygen through tubes inserted into their nose. Patients are put on ventilators as
a last resort, doctors say.

ADVERTISEMENT

“We were on a hair trigger to put people on vents at the beginning of the epidemic,” said
Bradley Pollock, the chair of the department of public health sciences at UC Davis. “If
someone looked like they were declining, we’re going to immediately put them on a vent
— that was a mistake, in retrospect.”
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Doctors have also learned that COVID-19 tends to thicken patients’ blood and form blood
clots, which can cause strokes and heart attacks. In some U.S. hospitals, clots were once
reported to be the cause of 40% of COVID deaths. Now doctors know to administer anti-
coagulants to prevent these deaths.

The knowledge gained over the last several months has improved care simply by making
staff more confident, Dorian said. Patients benefit when healthcare workers aren’t stressed
and can take their time with them and listen to their needs, he said.

ADVERTISEMENT

“That’s what turns people around. It’s not just medicine, really,” he said.
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Here’s how you can best protect yourself and the rest of your family while caring for a COVID-19 patient at home. (Murugiah For The Times)

By LISA BOONE  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 7, 2020 | 11:28 AM

We’re answering readers’ questions about life during the pandemic:

How can I care for someone who’s sick with COVID-19, without getting sick myself?

Caring for someone with COVID-19 might sound scary, but it is possible to do so without
contracting the illness yourself. And, as statistics show, most people recover. Here’s how
you can best protect yourself and the rest of your family while caring for a patient at
home.

https://www.latimes.com/people/lisa-boone
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-08-07/your-coronavirus-questions-answered
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We’re answering your urgent questions about life during the pandemic
Aug. 8, 2020

Begin with the basic precautions you’ve been hearing about since the start of the
pandemic: Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Avoid
touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. Clean and disinfect surfaces
often.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention also recommend isolating sick family
members in a separate bedroom with a private bathroom. If that’s not an option, though,
make sure any shared rooms have good air flow: Opening the windows can help improve
circulation and remove respiratory droplets from the air.

ADVERTISING

Ads by Teads

https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-08-07/your-coronavirus-questions-answered
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/care-for-someone.html#:~:text=Caregivers%20should%20stay%20home%20and,that%20you%20need%20medical%20attention.
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-08-07/your-coronavirus-questions-answered
https://hp.teads.com/?utm_source=inread&utm_medium=credits&utm_campaign=invented%20by%20teads
https://hp.teads.com/?utm_source=inread&utm_medium=credits&utm_campaign=invented%20by%20teads


How to stay healthy and take care of someone with COVID-19 - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-08-07/how-to-safely-care-for-someone-with-covid-19[8/10/2020 8:42:06 AM]

LIFESTYLE

The do’s and don’ts of wearing a face mask correctly (and comfortably)
April 16, 2020

Try to limit your exposure to sick family members. When it is necessary to interact,
maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet and wear face masks (including the sick
person). Eat meals separately from one another if possible, and refrain from sharing
dishes, towels, bedding or electronics such as remote controls and cellphones.

ADVERTISEMENT

Gloves should be worn when washing a sick person’s dishes and clothes, and when you
come in contact with their body fluids. Gloves should then be disposed of in a lined trash
can followed by a good hand washing. Avoid shaking soiled laundry, as this can transmit
the virus through the air.

If the bathroom is shared, it should be cleaned and disinfected after each use by the sick
person, focusing on surfaces touched. Yes, this is a lot of work. But the purpose is to
protect others who enter later. (“Cleaning” means soap and water, which reduces germs
on surfaces; disinfecting kills the germs).
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By Mazda
Premium interior, new features and more outfit the 2020 Mazda CX-
9. Check out the full review on Edmunds.
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CALIFORNIA

Everything you need to know to get through the COVID-19 pandemic in California
July 31, 2020

The CDC advises caregivers to wait as long as possible to clean the bathroom after the
sick person has used the lavatory, focusing on the areas touched. It is also a good idea to
wear a face mask while disinfecting the bathroom.

ADVERTISEMENT

For the safety of others, caregivers should stay at home while caring for a sick family
member and monitor themselves for fever, cough and shortness of breath. After care is
complete, caregivers should get tested and stay home for 14 days before venturing out in
public again.

LIFESTYLE

Tell us: How can we help you with your job search, finances, sending kids off to college?
July 4, 2020

LIFESTYLE COVID-19 PANDEMIC WELLNESS THINGS TO DO

https://www.latimes.com/california
https://www.latimes.com/california/coronavirus-everything-to-know-right-now
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-07-04/tell-us-how-can-we-help-you-with-job-search-finances-sending-kids-off-to-college
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.latimes.com/topic/health
https://www.latimes.com/topic/wellness
https://www.latimes.com/topic/things-to-do
https://www.latimes.com/california/coronavirus-everything-to-know-right-now
https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2020-07-04/tell-us-how-can-we-help-you-with-job-search-finances-sending-kids-off-to-college
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ĉa_
ZW
]a[WẀ
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êY]
̂oUX]Wf
\d]Z
]Ùr�h]Ẁ̂ ZUb
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̀ÛXfhfp
aUXẐhf
ZXha_]
Wr
Z[U
ZX̂eUb
̀h_U
Z[U
r̂aZ
Z[̂Z
hZ
h]
cUZZUX
ZW
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ôoUX]
̂XUfgZ
hf
WXeUXl
S�dob
�
eWfgZ
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̂ZZU\oZ]l
�fUoUX]Wf
ahZUe
̂
SVWX_
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New York City tried to make voting easier, and the result was chaos.

City elections officials were overwhelmed with a flood of vote-by-mail ballots, more than 400,000, or
ten times the usual number in a primary. Many ballot envelopes came in without the required
postmarks.

That problem may have been caused by processing errors at the post office. The envelopes provided
to voters to return their ballots were postage-paid, which may have led to incorrect handling and
missing postmarks.

Late Monday, a judge in Manhattan ruled that elections officials must count roughly 1,000 ballots with

A poll worker disinfects the area at a pop-up voting center in Porter Ranch, CA Tuesday, May 12, 2020. (Photo by David Crane, Los
Angeles Daily News/SCNG)
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problem or missing postmarks in one congressional race. When the votes were counted, Rep. Carolyn
Maloney narrowly defeated challenger Suraj Patel.
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The results were final on August 4. The election was held on June 23.

There were several other races in New York City that dangled, unresolved, for six weeks while
elections officials struggled to verify and count absentee ballots. Even when the final results were
certified, city elections officials declined to release final vote totals. “The Board of Elections has
preliminarily certified our race without a final vote tally,” Patel complained.

New York City’s primary is a fire bell in the night for California, where for the first time, every
registered voter in the state will receive a vote-by-mail ballot beginning October 5.

The ballots will be accompanied by a postage-paid return envelope.

In recognition that the Postal Service may be overwhelmed by the volume, California lawmakers
extended the period of time for returned ballots to be received and counted. Under Assembly Bill 860,
rushed through the Legislature and signed by the governor on June 18, ballots received up to 17 days
after the November 3 election will be accepted and counted, if valid.

What makes them valid? There’s supposed to be a postmark or official indication that the ballot was
mailed or dropped off no later than November 3. There’s supposed to be a signature that matches the
voter’s signature on file. And of course, there’s supposed to be a valid voter registration associated
with each ballot that is counted. Errors in the voter file make this a challenge. L.A. County has sent out
millions of postcards asking voters if they’re still there.

The challenge for county elections officials in this fall’s election is unprecedented. Not only do they
have to send ballots and other election material to every voter, then verify and count a record number
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of vote-by-mail ballots, they also have to provide in-person voting locations with equipment and
procedures that meet the Secretary of State’s standards for certified voting technology.

In addition, AB 860 requires counties to offer every voter the option of using a certified remote
accessible vote-by-mail system. This voting technology requires counties to send a voter a personal
identification number, or PIN, that allows the voter to access his or her ballot on a home computer,
phone or tablet, using existing internet browsers. The ballot is “marked” online, but that information
doesn’t go anywhere—the voter must print out the completed ballot and mail it back to the county
elections offices, where an employee will “remake” the ballot by copying the voter’s choices onto an
official ballot that will be scanned and tallied.

As of January, Secretary of State Alex Padilla has “conditionally approved” three remote access vote-
by-mail systems for use in California. They are Democracy Live Secure Select 1.2.2, Five Cedars
Group Alternate Format Ballot (AFB) v5.2.1 and Dominion ImageCast Remote 5.2.

Before AB 860, this technology was available to a limited number of voters who were overseas or
disabled. Now any voter can request it.

So county elections officials will have to mail out a statewide total of roughly 20 million vote-by-mail
ballots, and they’ll also have to staff and manage in-person polling places that are open on Election
Day. In counties using the Voter’s Choice Act procedures, some polling places may be open for a total
of eleven days.

Then the county elections officials will have to cope with the aftermath. “The Return of the Ballots”
would make a fine title for a horror film.

The ballots will be mailed out beginning October 5, which means they’ll start coming back on October
7. They’ll continue to trickle or flood in until 17 days after November 3.

County elections workers will have to verify each vote-by-mail ballot and each provisional ballot.
Remote access vote-by-mail ballots require the extra step of hand-copying the voter’s choices. All the
verification and tallying has to be completed by the deadline set in law for the election results to be
certified.

Then any voter has the right to request a recount, but that’s a very costly undertaking under the new
system, in which ballots are not sorted by precinct but are simply scanned and then stored unsorted in
boxes. A group in Long Beach is suing L.A. County Registrar of Voters Dean Logan after his office
quoted a six-figure cost to retrieve and recount ballots in the March 3 city election on Measure A, a
sales tax extension that passed by 16 votes. Does the excessive cost under the new system
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constitute a denial of the voters’ right to request a recount? It’s an issue the courts will have to decide.

The decision by Gov. Gavin Newsom and state lawmakers
to send a vote-by-mail ballot to every voter in California
was made in the panic over COVID-19, out of fear that
crowded polling places would not be safe.

But this new experiment will be tried for the first time in an
important November election, when turnout is likely to be
high. Close congressional races and costly tax increases
could be decided by narrow margins.

If California experiences chaos similar to what just
happened in New York City, voters would have some
justification for a lack of confidence that the results are
accurate or legitimate.

One more election reform is needed in California. Audits
and recounts are an indispensable part of the process of maintaining public confidence in our
elections. Lawmakers should require counties to sort and store ballots by precincts. Whatever it costs,
the price of not doing it is far higher.

Susan Shelley is an editorial writer and columnist for the Southern California News Group.
Susan@SusanShelley.com. Twitter: @Susan_Shelley
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Scorched terrain surrounds a home off Bluff Street as the Apple fire smolders in the background on Tuesday in Banning, Calif. (Gina Ferazzi/Los Angeles Times)

By ALEX WIGGLESWORTH  | STAFF WRITER 

AUG. 9, 2020 | 10:21 AM

A massive vegetation fire continues to burn more than a week after it broke out in
Riverside County but firefighters are getting a handle on the blaze as their focus shifts
from protecting homes to keeping the flames from spreading, officials said.

The Apple fire had burned 32,412 acres, destroyed four homes and was 40% contained as
of Sunday morning. Officials estimated it would take nine more days to fully contain the
fire, which continued to burn northeast into the steep and remote terrain of the San
Gorgonio Wilderness.

Fire officials on Saturday dispatched a 10-person team into the forest to fight the fire from
the ground and planned to send in a second team Sunday.

Along the southern flank of the blaze, firefighters were scouring the perimeter in the
Millard Canyon area, looking for hot spots and dousing smoldering embers.

https://www.latimes.com/people/alex-wigglesworth
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-02/apple-fire-in-riverside-county-grows-to-20-000-acres-winds-expected-to-pick-up-this-afternoon
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All mandatory evacuation orders had been lifted, but evacuation warnings were still in
effect for Forest Falls, Pioneertown, Rimrock and Morongo Valley in San Bernardino
County and the Whitewater area in Riverside County.

The San Gorgonio Wilderness was closed, as were U.S. Forest Service recreation areas in
the Forest Falls area and the Pacific Crest Trail between the Cottonwood Trailhead and
Pipes Canyon Road.

Still, fire officials said they did not expect the perimeter of the fire to grow much Sunday
after they saw no forward progression the day before.

The fire started July 31 in the 9000 block of Oak Glen Road. It was ignited by a diesel-
fueled vehicle that spewed burning carbon from its exhaust system, authorities said.

On Thursday and Friday, firefighters set controlled fires along the eastern edge of the fire
to burn away vegetation and limit the flames’ spread. On Sunday, they credited those
efforts with helping suppress the fire’s forward movement, saying that allowed them to
shift their focus from protecting communities to preventing the fire from growing.

More than 2,700 personnel were fighting the blaze, but officials said that number could
decrease as they started to scale down the effort, especially along the southern and
western edges of the fire, where the threat to developed communities had been reduced.
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By RICHARD K. DE ATLEY | rdeatley@scng.com | The Press-Enterprise
PUBLISHED: August 9, 2020 at 9:25 a.m. | UPDATED: August 9, 2020 at 9:47 p.m.

Many evacuation warnings for the 32,412-acre Apple fire were canceled with the blaze now mostly in
the San Gorgonio Wilderness and desert Morongo Valley, and containment at 42% on Sunday night.

All evacuation warnings in Riverside County were lifted Sunday along with evacuation warnings for
the San Bernardino County communities of Forest Falls, Rimrock and Pioneertown.

The warnings continued for the entire Morongo Valley – including both sides of Highway 62.

The warnings are issued when authorities want an area to be alert, but no mandatory or voluntary
evacuation orders have been issued.

Los Rios Rancho U-Pick orchard workers set up tents for customers as the Apple Fire sends plumes of smoke high into the sky east
of them after evacuations were lifted in Oak Glen on Friday, August 7, 2020. (Photo by Terry Pierson, The Press-Enterprise/SCNG)
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And with containment of the fire growing from 35% Saturday night and 40% Sunday morning,  “fire
managers (will) shift focus from protecting communities to working on preventing the fire footprint from
growing,” fire incident commanders said in a Sunday afternoon statement.

“As progress continues on fire containment lines, resources that are no longer needed will be released
from the incident over the next several days,” the statement said.

Crews on the southern and western flanks of the fire, in the general area of Riverside County’s Cherry
Valley where the blaze started on July 31, will be reduced, but enough will remain on hand to protect
the area, the incident commanders said.

Fire behavior analyst Dennis Burns said Sunday crews in that area were on “patrol status”

The reduction of crews is under way. There were 2,229 fire personnel assigned to the Apple fire on
Sunday night, down from 2,721 Saturday night, the fire command post reported. Four homes and
eight other structures were destroyed in the fire, and one firefighter was injured.

Also, firefighters were being brought to helicopter landing areas created along the northern edge of
the fire,  Burns said.

One landing spot in the northeast end of the fire, inside the San Gorgonio Wilderness, was
established Sunday, he said.

“We had to use rappellers to do that, to get in there. They cleared some trees and they’re going to
begin flying in some crews,” he said. “We are looking at three to five days of really difficult work in
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West of that, still the northern edge of the fire, crews flown in Saturday assessed an area that included
steep terrain.

“Some of this area in here, crews can’t even walk, it’s just super-steep, razor-back ridges, but they’ve
gone out as far as they can.”

He said they found “nothing that is truly a threat to the line right now.” He said aircraft were being
brought in to fight the fire with that  crew Sunday.

Other firefighting areas aided by new crews included the northwest end of the fire, where firefighters
brought in Saturday by helicopter were securing a fire line in the area of Wilshire Peak, which sits
roughly north of Oak Glen and south of Forest Falls, along a ridge line between the two communities.

“They are doing really heavy mop-up, just to make sure that line is secure,” Burns said. He estimated
two to three days of work to show suppression of the fire in that area.

Crews were being brought in by road on the eastern edge of the fire around the Snow Peak area,
Burns said.
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crews digging in on eastern flank

Oak Glen residents evacuated from Apple
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Firefighters’ other enemy at the Apple fire:
Coronavirus
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Along the southern end of the fire above the Morongo Valley, Burns said crews were fighting the fire in
lighter fuels. “We’re feeling really comfortable this is going to hold,” he said.

Crews Sunday dealt with high temperatures in the 80s to lower 90s along with afternoon wind gusts of
up to 25 mph. A warming and drying trend was expected to continue Monday.

Besides the continuing evacuation warning for the Morongo Valley, the San Gorgonio Wilderness
remains closed, as does the Pacific Crest Trail from the Cottonwood Trailhead, to  Forest Road
1N101,  also called Pipes Canyon Road.

The South Coast Air Quality Management District extended a smoke advisory through Monday
afternoon for the San Gorgonio Pass, Coachella Valley, east Riverside County and east San
Bernardino Mountains.

The Apple fire started just before 5 p.m. July 31 when a diesel-engine vehicle’s faulty exhaust system
spewed hot debris into brush along Oak Glen Road in Cherry Valley, igniting it in several spots,
investigators said.
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Evacuation warnings lifted
in Pioneertown and
Rimrock, still in place for
Morongo Valley
Aug 09, 2020 9:29 PM

MORONGO BASIN — Apple Fire incident commanders 

lifted evacuation warnings in Pioneertown and Rimrock 

Sunday afternoon but kept them in place for Morongo 

Valley.

Several successful firefighting operations around the 

fire’s perimeter lowered the threat to life and property, 
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The Apple Fire burns in the San Bernardino National Forest.

   

SUBSCRIBE

javascript:OpenWhiteBox(GetImageByPosition(0, 171655, "NewsItem"), true);
javascript:OpenWhiteBox(GetImageByPosition(0, 171655, "NewsItem"), true);
https://hidesertstar.com/news/170063/mom-from-29-palms-is-in-icu-with-covid-19/
https://hidesertstar.com/news/170063/mom-from-29-palms-is-in-icu-with-covid-19/
https://hidesertstar.com/news/170063/mom-from-29-palms-is-in-icu-with-covid-19/
https://hidesertstar.com/news/170063/mom-from-29-palms-is-in-icu-with-covid-19/
javascript:void(0);
https://www.mynewsonthego.com/hdstar/Signin.aspx
https://hidesertstar.com/user/login
https://hidesertstar.com/
https://cloud2.brehm.pub/scripts/WebObjects.exe/HiDesertSelfServ.woa


Evacuation warnings lifted in Pioneertown and Rimrock, still in place for Morongo Valley | Hi-Desert Star

https://hidesertstar.com/news/171655/evacuation-warnings-lifted-in-pioneertown-and-rimrock-still-in-place-for-morongo-valley/[8/10/2020 8:46:22 AM]

according to a news release from the San Bernardino 

National Forest command.

They also lifted all evacuation warnings in Riverside 

County and in Forest Falls in San Bernardino County.

The Apple Fire stayed at 50.6 square miles, keeping the 

same footprint, through Saturday and over Sunday night. 

It was 42% contained at the last report.
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A Southwest Airlines jet sits at the gate outside terminal 4 at Ontario International Airport Friday June 12, 2020. Southwest will
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By STEVE SCAUZILLO | sscauzillo@scng.com | San Gabriel Valley Tribune
PUBLISHED: August 8, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. | UPDATED: August 8, 2020 at 3:07 p.m.

While major airlines are reducing the number of flights at some airports in the state due to decreasing
demand, Ontario International Airport is bucking the downward trend.

Three airlines are adding flights departing Ontario airport this month to western and Midwestern cities,
marking the fourth straight month of increases, the airport announced last week.

Southwest Airlines will resume nonstop service suspended since the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic in March, to Chicago’s Midway International Airport. A morning flight will leave ONT every
day starting Tuesday, Aug. 11.

United Airlines has brought back its suspended flight to Houston’s George Bush International Airport
as of Aug. 3. That flight is also once a day.

resume flights to Chicago on Aug. 11, 2020. (Photo by Will Lester, Inland Valley Daily Bulletin/SCNG)
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Frontier Airlines is adding two flights a week to Denver.

Ontario will have 47 daily departures in August, 36% lower than in August 2019. But that is up slightly
from 44 departures in July. In April, the airport was flying only 7% of its flights as compared to April
2019.

“The past several months have been challenging, to say the least, but we have remained focused on
restoring commercial air service at Ontario,” said Mark Thorpe, chief executive officer of the Ontario
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READ MORE

Jonathon Nield, senior manager of route planning for Frontier Airlines, announces new nonstop flights from Ontario International
Airport to Seattle on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020. (Photo by Steve Scauzillo/SCNG).
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Flights rise at Ontario airport for 3rd
month, but spike in coronavirus may slow
bookings

Flights double at Southern California
airports as summer travel season nears

Federal customs fee increases target
Ontario, San Bernardino and John Wayne
airports

Was lifting mask orders a mistake in
Riverside, San Bernardino counties?

Coronavirus: Restaurant dining rooms
and other indoor businesses in Orange
County ordered closed again
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International Airport Authority in a statement.

Ontario’s additional flights are bright spots in a dim airline
market across the globe. The slowdown has hit airports
harder with more international carriers. For example, a
study released by crankyflier.com, an airline blog and
concierge service based in Long Beach, showed LAX at
19.4% in international flights and San Francisco at 17.3%.

Mexico is one of the few countries open for business to
U.S. air travelers, said Brett Snyder, creator and editor of
crankyflier. Ontario airport has flights to Guadalajara,
Mexico via Volaris Airlines.

Most of the passengers taking flights to Mexico are visiting friends and relatives, Snyder said. “That
bodes well for Ontario,” he said. ONT seeing longer flights to major U.S. cities is also a good sign, he
said.

“Houston, Chicago and Denver: Sure, that is significant,” Snyder said Friday, Aug. 7. “The fact that
these flights are coming back, shows they are seeing some demand.”

A study posted by Snyder done by PaxEx.Aero, an industry blogging site, looked at the number of
passengers going through TSA screening at major airports with more than 10,000 boardings.

Out of 13 airports studied, Ontario was the airport with the highest percentage of boardings over the
Fourth of July holiday week as compared to roughly the same period last year.

The study looked at TSA data for the week of June 28-July 4, 2020 as compared to June 30-July 6,
2019. For comparison, Hollywood-Burbank Airport had 27%, John Wayne (Orange County) Airport
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was at 28% and LAX at 20%.

Airports in the inland part of the state, including Sacramento, Fresno, Palm Springs and Ontario were
in the top 4, the study showed.

Snyder surmised there is a more willingness for air travel by passengers from Inland areas of
California than along the coast, because the inland regions were not experiencing the same frequency
of coronavirus cases and deaths as coastal areas.

Cases and deaths have surged in Riverside and San Bernardino counties since early July, when the
study was taken. Snyder says that fact, along with shutdowns ordered by Gov. Gavin Newsom in July,
have softened flight bookings since then.

Ontario airport may be dodging the effects of some airlines that were bullish in June and July scaling
back in August and September.

“It is not going well. Demand is down. The recovery they had seen in June has stalled and they are
pulling back now,” Snyder said, citing cuts nationally in scheduled flights by Southwest, American,
United and JetBlue for August and September.
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Dalia Avelina Camacho-Palomera, 22, of San Bernardino was found fatally shot by San Bernardino Police responding to the 2600
block of South Copper Lane early Sunday, Aug. 9. (Photo courtesy of the San Bernardino Police Department)
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By ERIC LICAS | elicas@scng.com |
PUBLISHED: August 9, 2020 at 4:35 p.m. | UPDATED: August 9, 2020 at 4:37 p.m.

A shooting in San Bernardino left a 22-year-old woman dead early Sunday, Aug. 9.

Officers were summoned to investigate reports of gunfire on the 2600 block of South Copper Lane at
about 12:45 a.m., San Bernardino Police Department officials said in a statement. They encountered
a woman who had been shot, and called paramedics.

First responders attempted to save her life, but the victim died as a result of her injuries, police said.
She was later identified as Dalia Avelina Camacho-Palomera of San Bernardino.

Further details regarding what led up to her death were not immediately released. A description of any
possible suspect was not available Sunday afternoon.
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Man shot to death in Mentone during
argument, suspect arrested

Man arrested in Perris killing

Suspect arrested for 1996 slaying of
Covina senior

Couple found slain in Hemet home, son of
1 victim arrested
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Authorities asked  anyone with information that might help investigators to contact either San
Bernardino Police Det. A Reyna at 909-384-5628 and reyna_ar@sbcity.org, or Sgt. A. Tello at 909-
384-5613 and tello_al@sbcity.org
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By NATHANIEL PERCY | npercy@scng.com | Daily Breeze
PUBLISHED: August 8, 2020 at 4:36 p.m. | UPDATED: August 10, 2020 at 7:40 a.m.

A 21-year-old man was arrested Friday on suspicion of shooting another man to death during an
argument in Mentone earlier this week, authorities said.

William James Guy of Mentone was taken into custody Friday night after he was questioned by police
in connection with the shooting death of 26-year-old Dylan Moi of Mentone on Wednesday, Aug. 5,
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department officials said.

The two had argued in the area of Capri and Malachite Avenues before 11:15 p.m. that night when
Guy allegedly pulled a gun and shot Moi, authorities said.
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Moi was found on the ground by deputies, who rendered aid before paramedics took him to Loma
Linda University Medical Center, where he died, authorities said.

It wasn’t known what sparked the argument, nor how detectives connected Guy to the shooting.

He was being held in jail on more than $1 million bail and was scheduled to make a court appearance
Monday, Aug. 10, according to inmate records.
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