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June 6, 2013

The Honorable Paul A. Gosar

United States House of Representatives
504 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Gosar:

On behalf of the County of San Bernardino, we are pleased to express support for H.R. 596, the
Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act of 2013. This important legislation would
extend lease and royalty revenue from renewable energy projects to states and counties where
the projects are located.

San Bernardino County is the largest county in the contiguous United States with more than 80
percent of its land under federal ownership. A majority of this federal land is in the Mojave
Desert, which is an excellent solar and wind resource. Currently, there are more than $3 billion
in solar energy facilities under construction in our County, and more solar and wind projects are
in the pipeline.

The establishment of a formula to distribute 25 percent of royalty and rental revenues to the
state and 25 percent to the host county will ensure that taxpayers get a fair and equitable return
for the commercial use of their public lands. The funding distribution formulate is also necessary
to provide adequate funding for local public services affected by renewable energy
development, including public safety and infrastructure.
Should you have any questions, please contact the County ctor of Governmental and
Legislative Affairs, Josh Candelaria, at (909) 387-482
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cc: San Bernardino County Congressional Delegation

The mission of the government of the County of San Bernardino is to satisfy its customers by providing service
that promotes the health, safety, well being, and quality of life of its residents according to the C. ounty Charter,
general laws, and the will of the people it serves.



