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March 25, 2009 
 
The Honorable George Runner  
California State Senate 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: SB 179 (G. Runner) - As Amended 3/23/2009 – SUPPORT 
 
Dear Senator Runner: 
 
The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors is pleased to support SB 179, your legislation to 
streamline the appeals process for termination of parental rights (TPR) in child welfare services cases. 
 
As you know, current law requires counties to intercede with families of children who may be endangered 
due to abuse or neglect.  When extensive reunification efforts fail, parental rights may be terminated.  The 
processes for notification of termination orders and parents rights to appeal are prescribed by statute.  Until 
the appeal period has expired, adoptive placement cannot begin and adoption subsequent to the TPR 
cannot be come final. 
 
SB 179 will make three modifications to the appeal process, which will shorten timeframes, reduce stress for 
families and improve permanency outcomes for children.  This bill will reduce the time period for a birth 
parent to file a notice of appeal from 60 to 30 days while delicately balancing parental rights and minimizing 
delayed adoptive placements.  Currently, many adoptive parents choose not to proceed with adoptive 
placement until after the appeal period has expired.  SB 179 would allow notices of the TPR order to be 
personally served in court where at present, notices of TPR orders and appeal rights must be mailed to the 
birth parents.  Finally, this legislation would allow any TPR order to automatically finalize after 180 days 
have elapsed, avoiding indefinite appeal timeframes.   
 
SB 179 will reduce appellate delay and minimize stress and anxiety for families during the appeal process.  
At the same time, this bill will enhance timely permanency and result in better outcomes for children and 
families.  For these reasons, the Board of Supervisors of San Bernardino County supports of SB 179.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Lance Larson, the County's Director of Legislative 
Affairs at (909) 387-4821.  The Board thanks you for your attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
GARY C. OVITT 
Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
 


