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A major legislative challenge for San 
Bernardino County, as in all western 
counties, is the necessity for the 
reauthorization and full funding of 
PILT. The PILT program provides much-
needed revenue for counties with large 
areas of tax-exempt federal land within 
their boundaries. 
 
The federal payments to local 
governments help offset losses in 
property taxes. Without this  revenue, 
many counties would be forced to 
cut services, delay infrastructure 
maintenance and improvement, and 
eliminate local jobs. Since 2000, the 
County has lost an additional 900,000 
acres of private land from the tax rolls 

CHALLENGES AND IMPACTS

because land has been acquired and 
subsequently donated for conservation 
or mitigation purposes, or directly 
acquired by federal agencies. As a result 
of the current formula we do not receive 
full compensation because the PILT 
formula does not credit federal holdings 
in a county beyond approximately 1.3 
million acres, and gives no credit to 
offset federal acquisitions except in 
National Park Service units.

For information please contact Josh 
Candelaria, Director of Governmental 
and Legislative Affairs, at 
(909) 387-4821.

The population of San Bernardino County is projected to increase by more than 37 
percent by 2035, with the four county regions, including Los Angeles, Riverside and 
Orange counties, projected to increase by nearly 4  million residents. New residents 
will increase pressure on public lands for recreation, increase demand for mineral 
resources and renewable energy production necessary to accommodate growth, 
and increase the need to mitigate impacts to species of special concern, most 
notably, the threatened desert tortoise.



San Bernardino County is the geographically largest county in the contiguous United 
States at more than 20,000 square miles. Of that expansive land area, more than 80 
percent is under federal ownership, including the Bureau of Land Management, the 
National Park Service, the U.S. Forest Service and the Department of Defense. San 
Bernardino County includes three military bases and portions of two others, and all 
or part of three National Park Service units. The desert and forest lands sustain an 
incredibly diverse range of ecosystems, as well as a broad array of productive human 
activity important to the economy of the nation and the well-being of more than 20 
million residents who reside  within a few hours of the County’s public lands.

BACKGROUND

The County of San Bernardino supports full funding for the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) and Secure Rural 
Schools (SRS) programs and respectfully requests the PILT formula be amended to provide funding to offset 
property tax loss from federal acquisitions.

The County also supports a share of lease or royalty revenue from renewable energy projects being delivered to 
local jurisdictions where projects are sited, provided that any share is not counted against their PILT payments.

Further, species mitigation requirements for developments on public lands should be fulfilled on public lands, 
rather than by acquisition of private lands.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
The vast open spaces, stunning vistas, geological and biological diversity, and 
multi-use opportunities provide economic, environmental and public benefits 
to the region and the nation. Recreational opportunities improve the quality of 
life for Southern California residents while supporting countless local businesses, 
small and large.

Mining in San Bernardino County has provided the region and the nation with 
critical materials for more than 130 years and continues to be critical to the local 
economy. Approximately 100 mines are located in the County of San Bernardino.

BENEFITS

San Bernardino County at a glance

 Total square miles in the 
County of San Bernardino	 20,000

 Percentage of land outside governing 
control of local jurisdictions	 80% 

Military bases in the 
County of San Bernardino	 5 

Amount of acres of private land that 
has been removed from the tax rolls 
because the land has been acquired 
and subsequently donated for 
conservation or mitigation purposes 
since 2000	 900,000

Number of mines located in the 
County of San Bernardino	 100

•  Hiking/Camping
•  Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation
•  Mining

RECREATIONAL 
& ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES

•  Filming (Movies, TV, Commercials)
•  Renewable Energy
•  Rock Climbing


