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Over the past three years, the County 
experienced a reduction in CDBG 
funding of 21% from FY 10/11 to FY 
13/14 as well as a 45% reduction in the 
HOME Investment Partnership.  Prior 
year reductions of CDBG and HOME 
funding levels have been a detriment 
to the residents in the County of San 
Bernardino who have been impacted 
through the reduction of much needed 
services and programs.

For information please contact Josh 
Candelaria, Director of Governmental 
and Legislative Affairs, at 909 387-4821.

CHALLENGES AND IMPACTS
The Workforce Investment Act was signed into law in 1998, and authorized for a 
five-year period to induce businesses to participate in the local delivery of work-
force development services. WIA has not been reauthorized since 2003, and has 
been funded by continuing resolutions from Congress pending reauthorization. If 
WIA funding is not guaranteed, it will be impossible to provide critical employment 
assistance to a community in need. 

CDBG AND HOME



The County of San Bernardino supports the reauthorization of the Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) to include continued support of career growth and 
employment advancement opportunities to meet local economic development 
needs; continued local control; and funding for career centers and programs 
that provide occupational training, career pathway programs to meet strategic 
planning goals, and build a workforce customized to meet local demand and 
emerging sectors.

The County of San Bernardino supports the restoration and protection of 
Federal Community Planning and Development funding for the County of San 
Bernardino, including Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and the 

HOME Investment Partnership Program to 
promote a well-balanced sustainable 

community that offers quality 
affordable housing.

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

The largest of the over 3,000 counties in the U.S. by geographic area and the 12th 
largest by population, San Bernardino County enjoyed a robust economy prior to 
the collapse of the housing and financial market. Currently, San Bernardino and 
neighboring Riverside Counties’ combined unemployment rate persists at 10.9%, 
higher than the state’s average of 9.8% and well above the national average of 
7.8%.  Some areas of our region are still seeing unemployment rates at 20%.  

America’s economic future depends on the skills of its workforce. Although 
policymakers face difficult decisions on budgets and spending, our nation 
must continue to invest in those skills to maintain our competitiveness in the 
global economy. Investment is also critical to support housing, suitable living 
environments, homelessness prevention, expanded economic opportunities, 
quality public services, and public facilities that principally serve low and 
moderate income persons, as provided through Community Development Block 
Grant and HOME Investment Partnership Program funding.

BACKGROUND

The County of San Bernardino is designated as a Local Workforce Investment Area 
for the operation of comprehensive Workforce Investment Act programs and 
services and provides funding for such activities. Over the last year San Bernardino 
County LWIB assisted over 25,000 residents who face significant barriers to 
employment with core and intensive employment services.

The HOME Investment Partnership Program serves individuals and households 
earning 80% or less of the area median income established by HUD, who reside 
within the County of San Bernardino HOME Consortium area. Funding is used 
to provide affordable housing to low-moderate income households by creating 
housing for seniors, improving the housing stock, and removing impediments to 
housing. The Community Development Block Grant and the HOME Investment 
Partnership Program serves as the nation’s primary vehicles through which local 
governments are able to address housing and community development needs.

BENEFITS

San Bernardino County at a glance

San Bernardino and neighboring Riverside 
Counties’ combined unemployment rate 10.9% 

Jobs gained through WIA funded programs 
in San Bernardino County 5,800   

Employers in San Bernardino County 
that received essential services through 
WIA funding 2,800


