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Mitzelfelt to Allocate $17,000 for Barstow Homeless Services

SAN BERNARDINO - First District San Bernardino County Supervisor Brad Mitzelfelt today
announced his intention to allocate $17,000 to Desert Manna Ministries, Inc. of Barstow to assist the
organization in its mission to provide food and services to those in need.

“Many residents are feeling the strain of our economic crisis, and it's important that we work together
to support them,” said Supervisor Mitzelfelt, who serves on the County’s Interagency Council on
Homelessness. “These funds will provide food and services to Barstow-area residents in need,
thereby contributing to their health, well-being, and quality of life.”

Mitzelfelt and Barstow Mayor Joe Gomez, who was appointed earlier this year by Mitzelfelt to the
Interagency Council on Homelessness, collaborated on a plan to assist Desert Manna when it was
learned that their food services were at risk of ending due to a shortage of funding. The two leaders
committed to each contribute $17,000 to bridge the funding gap. At Tuesday’s board meeting,
Mitzelfelt will ask his fellow Supervisors to support his proposal to allocate the funds out of his district
budget.

Desert Manna Ministries is a non-profit organization, which has served the needs of homeless and
low-income people in Barstow and the surrounding unincorporated areas for 19 years. The
organization’s goal is to assist the homeless by providing food and services to those in need.

Desert Manna distributes emergency food, provides meals to residents in need, provides non-
monetary assistance to residents who are unable to pay their utility bills, mortgages, or rental
payments, and assists Barstow residents in completing required forms to receive assistance from the
San Bernardino County weatherization program.

“| appreciate Supervisor Mitzelfelt’'s continued support of those in need,” said Mayor Gomez. “We are
excited about this partnership and look forward to continuing to work with the County to address
homelessness in Barstow.”
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