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County reaches settlement with ex-Assessor consultant  
        

Former Assessor consultant Michael Richman will repay everything that was paid to him 
by the county and cooperate with the county in its litigation against five remaining defendants 
according to the terms of a settlement he has reached with the county. 

 
On May 12, 2009, the county filed suit against Richman, his consulting company, former 

Assessor Bill Postmus, and four of Postmus’ ex-employees in connection with findings from an 
investigative report that they were paid for time they did not work and used county resources 
to conduct political work. 

 
Richman has agreed to repay $47,910, which is the full amount he received from the 

county under a purchase order secured by Postmus.  The county, which has received the first 
of three installment payments pursuant to the settlement agreement, has agreed to dismiss 
the case against Richman and his company, MPR Strategies LLC, once final payment has been 
received on December 29, 2010. 

 
"The county is pleased that Mr. Richman has agreed to repay the contract money paid 

to him and to cooperate in the civil case against the remaining defendants,” said Board of 
Supervisors Chairman Gary Ovitt. “The county filed this case to make it clear that politicians 
and appointees who use taxpayer money for personal projects unconnected to the business of 
the county will be forced to repay. This settlement is an important milestone towards the goal 
of restitution by all involved." 

 
The county is continuing to seek damages against Postmus, former assistant assessors 

Adam Aleman and Jim Erwin, and former Assessor employees Greg Eyler and Rex Gutierrez. 
The investigative report that led to the lawsuit concluded that Postmus sought the position of 
Assessor with the intention of operating a political operation from within the office, and did so 
at taxpayer expense. 
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